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TkiB iJoUovin^ Ictten hare be«D received by the author from Thomas Je^ 
ftnaoL, E«i-9 Jamei MadiBon^JEiq., and the Honorable Joseph'^Story. 
one of the judges of the Supreme Court of the United States. 

JUbn/tceOo, Februaty 14, 1825. 
«* DxAft Sib, 

During my reddeoce in Paris, I was much acquainted with Com- 
modore John Paul Jones, whose life you propose to write, and had much to ' 
do with him; yetmy memory is so decayed that from that source I canfrir- 
r msh you nothing worth a place in his history. I believe I cannot better 

« comply with your request than by sending you aU the papers relating to 

^ him in my possession. His letters to me, which art man^, will probably 

throw some lights, whidi you may not po s s e s s , cm his occupations during that 
period. His death happened after I left Paris, and I presume you know that 
the National Assembly, then sitting, expressed their respect lor him by wear' 
ing mowmng. I shall be glad if what I furnish may add any thing mate- 
/ ^ rial to the establishment of that /nne which he trufy merHed, 

Be pleased to accept fbr yourself the assurance of my great respect, 

(Sign«I) THOMAS JEFFERSON." 



Jtfbni^effier, .^prt/ 28, 1825. 
' , <'DXA&8IB, 

jf 1 have reoeiTed your letter of the S3d instant, <Mw*in«ng a copy of 

i your prospectus of a biography of John Paul Jonet, The subject you 

▼ have chosen for your pen, gives yon an Opportunity of doing jtuUee to an 

individual whose heroitm will fill a brilliant page in the history of the 

American Revolution. 

(I igm sorry it is not in my power to add to the materials you have derived 
from other fources. I must regret, also, that my personal acquaintance 
^ ^* with Captain Jones was so di^t and transient, that I ought not to attempt 

i a view of his character. His bust, by Houdon, is an exact likeness ; pour- 

traying weU the charactenstic features stamped on the countenance of the 
original. 

With respect and gooft wishes, 
(Signed) JAMES MADISON." 
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Waihington, CUy^ February 17, 1825. 

bxA&Sui, 

General La Fayette not having your address, has sent me the papers 
herewith eodoeed, relative to Captain John Paul Jones, requesting them to 
he deUrered to you. 

Tours, very respectfully, 
(Signed) JOSEPH STORY.'^ 
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INTRODUCTION. 



It is in the revolutions of empires that truly great men 
make themselves known. In the tranquil >scene8 of peace 
the human intellect, with little excitement, and without a 
grand object, is inert, exhausted in common pursuits, or 
wastes itself in placid contemplation, or in the pleasures of 
life. When powerful sentiments animate the heart, and en- 
lightened views direct us to the attainment of benefits calcu- 
lated to secure the freedom, happiness, and prosperity of the 
human race, the soul expands, the mental faculties assume 
their natural proportion and energy, and, in defiance of the 
•artificial distinctions of society, genius, and talents^ however 
originally obscure, burst from concealment, shine with re- 
splendent lustre, and. manifest themselves in actions which 
command the esteem and admiration of the world. The 
history of all nations, ancient as well as modem, attest the 
truth of this assertion ; and France in particular, within the 
last thirty-five years, fiirnishes proof in abundance, that 
whatever distinctions are created by systems of social order, 
in behalf of birth and fortune, nature distributes her favours 
without regard to wealth or rank. 

jOf all'the political revolutions, the incidents of which are 
recorded in tne annals of nations, that of the British Ameri- 
can Colonies was the most daring and manly. In other 
instances, the poverty of an exchequer, the feebleness of a 
sovereign or ministry, or the derangement of public afiairs, 
has been seized upon as affording a favourable opportunity 
for emancipation and independence. But in diat of the 
British American Colonies, me people vindicated their rights 
and contended for their liberties, when Great Britain was 
ihe preponderating power of Europe ; when she had men of 
the first capacity m the cabinet, illustrious warriors in the 
field, a navy which defied the fleets of all other powers, and 
pecuniary resources over which her treasury had unlimited 
control. Notwithstanding these prodigious advantages the 
people of the colonies did not hesitate to remonstrate, to re- 
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sist encroachments, and finally to appeal to arms. They did 
not disguise from themselves the fearful odds of such an en«> 
' ^ counter ; but relying on the justice of their cause, on the di- 

vine protection, and on the intelligence of their con^munity, 
they nrmly supported their claims, triumphed over the for- 
midable armaments of Great Britain, and estabUshed their 
title to unrestricted sovereignty with a courage and a con- 
stancy which have been acknowledged and applauded in 
every quarter of the globe. 

The generous devotion which the people of the colonies 
exhibited in the cause of freedom, attracted the sympathy of 
patriotic and liberal minds in France, in Germany, and even 
in Scotland, England, and Ireland, from which the united 
colonies derived a vast moral force. Individuals from each 
of those countries resorted to the standard of America, pre- 
viously, as well as subsequently to the declaration of inde- 
pendence. The Marquis de la Fayette, the Barons Steuben 
and De Kalb, General Montgomenr, and Lord StirUng are, 
names familiar to the ears of the fathers of the revolution, 
and their descendants. To these may be added that of John 
• Paul Jones, whose chivalric spirit and undaunted valor, 
whose active disposition and nautical skill, were themes of 
eulogy at the court of Versailles, matter of astonishment 
and jealousy to that of London, and whose reputation and 
renown spread terror on the seas and along the shores of 
Great Bntain and Ireland. 
The naval strength of the British Empire being pre-emi- 

r nent, the efforts to be made by America on the ocean, were 

f " proportionally more difficult and dangerous than those on the 

lana, which, nevertheless, were sufficiently arduous. T^e 
services of John Paul Jones, consequently, were highly 

^ valuable ; and it will be found, in the succeeding pages, that 

Congress duly appreciated them. He was an experienced' 
navigator, and had an exactness of penetration which en- 

1 abled him, almost instinctively, to discriminate between what 

was merely of doubtful execution, and what was wholly im- 
practicable. Hence he was generally successful in his en- 
- terprises, scarcely ever failing in an undertaking or expedi- 
tion, unless through the jealousy or disobedience of others, 
or (he inclemency of the weather. 

The labors of John Paul Jones for the furtherance of the 
American cause, were incessant. Whether in port or at 
sea, he was indefatigable. He had a genius prone to ad- 
venture ; and of all the naval commanders of that day, he 
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planned and executed, both in America and in Europe, the 
most annoying expeditions against the enemy* Such was 
his intrepidity, that he was appalled by no peril, however 
great ; and his presence of mmd never forsook him, even in 
the nK>st sudden and extraordinary emeigencies. No one 
was more deeply embued with a conviction of the vital con* 
sequences of the contest to mankind ; and no person felt a 
more honest zeal for its successful issue. His correspond- 
ence evinces that he foresaw the glorious destinies of the new 
American nation, even whilst it was struggling into exist- 
ence. He was not in the least tainted with the vice of ava- 
rice ; and, with him, money was uniformly a consideration 
secondary to the promotion of the pubhc welfare. Tena- 
cious of the rights of those under his command, and as just 
as he vas generous, he enjoyed the friendship and favour of 
men of probity and honor every where. He was not merely 
countenanced but caressed at the French court; and kings^ 
nobles, ministers, and ladies of fashion and influence, did not 
Beatate to rewai^ and sustain him for his brilliant exertions 
against the marine of England and her commerce. 

llie character of John rani Jones has been much misrepre- 
sented by those who have heretofore undertaken to write his 
life. They have, for the most part, depicted him as a plun* 
derer, a pirate, cruel and unprincipled. The venal British 
press and British antipathies have been the sofarce of tins 
defamation. The present work, written from authentic 
documents, will redeem his name from die odium hitherto 
cast upon it. An attentive perusal will satisfy the reader 
that he was a man of close observation, of profound reflec- 
tion, and that his style is that of an individual of good ordi- 
nary English education, which, indeed, is common to the 
youth of all classes in Scotland.' His correspondence indi* 
cates plain sense, without afiectation ; and, in some passages, 
it will be discovered that he was not altogether deficient in 
the sentimental and more refined species of writing. His 
character, in truth, had a cast of the romantic in it, which 
gives to the history of his life a most interesting and agreea- ' 
ble complexion. As one of our earliest naval heroes, he 
merits ttie respect and veneration of every citizen of the 
United States ; and the statesman and politician, as well as 
the officers and seamen of our gallant navy, will discover in 
the incidents of his eventful career illustrations of occur- 
rences in our revolutionary war, which may enlighten their 
ju^medts, and furnish an example worthy of imitation. 
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OBAlLAOTIIll 



OF THE 



CHEVALIER JOHN PAUL. JONES. 



John Paul Jones was the son of Mr. John Paul, a re- 
spectable ^dener. He was bora at Arbigland, in the 
parish of Jyjjdl0ui, and stewartiy of Kirkcudbright, in the 
month of July, 1747, and received the rudiments of his 
education at the parochial school. The contiguity of his 
residence to the shore of the Solway Firth, inspired ^m 
with ^n early predeliction for a sea-faring life ; and while 
yet a mere cnild, he hoisted his flag on board his mimic ship, 
and issued audible mandates to his imaginary officers .and 
crew, with all the consequence of a legitimate commander. 
Nor was he content with this. As his skill in manoeu- 
viing improved, he ventured to criticise the nautical know- 
ledge of practical sailors; and in the eager. and confident 
tone with which, from the eminence on which he took his 
station, be thundered forth his orders to the vessels which 
vrere enterii^ the port at Carse-thoro, might be remarked 
the ardent and enterprising mind of one who felt that he 
was bosn to future command. 

His partiality to a sailor's life was so determined that his 
jEriends resolved to indulge it ; and accordingly, at the age 
of twelve, he was sent across the Firth to Whitehaven, 
where he was bound apprentice to Mr. Younger, a respect* 

B 
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able merchant in the AmericftB trade. His tir&tvvoyage was 
made on board the Friendship, Captain Benson. His course 
was steered for the Rappahannoc, and before he had com- 
pleted his thirteenth year, he landed on the shores of that 
country which he was destined to adopt as his own. His 
home, while the ship was in port, was the house of an elder 
brother, who, having married a native of Virginia, had pre- 
^ viouslv settled there. Here his early prepossessions in fa- 

vor of America were confirmed, and from that period had 
become the country of his fond election. 

Our adventurer, being at length freed from the trammels 
of apprenticeship, made several voyages to foreign ports, 
an4 in the ^ear 1773, again went to Virginia to arrange the 
affairs of his brother, who had died there without leaving 
any family ; and about this time, in addition to his original 
surname, he assumed the patronymic of Jones, bis father's 
christian-name having been John. This custom, which is 
of classical authority, has long been prevalent in Wales, and 
in various other countries, although it is not practised in 
that part of the island in which he was bom. 

This visit revived and rivetted the attachment which 

young Paul Jones had conceived for America ; and in spite 

of the native ardor and restless activity of his mind, he re- 

^ solved to withdraw from the vicissitudes of a sea-faring Ufe, 

V to fix his residence in the country, and to devote the remain* 

der of his days to retirement and study. He was little aware 
of the turbulent scenes in which he was soon to perform a 
part, nor of the conspicuous figure he was to make in them. 
The discontents of the colonists bad by this time occa- 
'a sioned much commotion, and their murmurs ^became daily 

deeper and more frequent, till at last they broke off all con- 
nexion with the parent country. Towards the latter part 
of the vear 1 775, it was determined by Congress to fit out a 
naval force to assist in the defence of American indepen- 
dence, and an anxious search was made for friends to the 
cause who should be at once able and willing to act as offi- 
cers on board their vessels. It now appeared that Jones 
had, in his romantic schemes of tranquil enjoyment, falsely 
estimated the natural bent of his genius. With deep inte- 
rest he had watched the progress of those political events 
which were to decide the fate of his adopted country ; and, 
when an open resistance was made to the dominion of Bri- 
tain, he could no longer remain an inactive spectator. Ha- 
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viog o&ly just completed his iweQtj-eighth year, he was full 
of bodily v^or and of mental enei^, and he conceived that 
his nautical skill would qualify him to be a distinguished 
assertor of the rights of the colonists. He was appointed, 
on the 22d of December, 1775, first lieutenant of the Alfred, 
and on board that vessel, before Philadelphia, he hoisted 
the flag of independent America with his own hands, iht 
firtt time it mas ever displayed** 

The following resolution, taken from the Journals of Con- 
gress, verifies the fact of his having been one among the first 
of those who were selected to vindicate the ri^ts of the 
country at sea : 

In CoNoaEss, 22d Dec. 1775* 

Resolvedj That the following naval officers be appointed : 

Ezek. Hopkins, Esq. Commander in Chief of the fleet. 

Dudley Saltonstall, Captain of the Alfred. 

Abraham Whipple, do. Columbus. 

Nicholas Biddle, do. Andrew Doria. 

John B. Hopkins, do. Cabot. 

1st Lieutenants — John Paul Jones, Rhodes Arnold, ■ ■ 
Stansbury, Hersted Hacker, Jonathan Pitcher. 

2d Lieutenants — Benjamin Seabury, Joseph Olney, Eli- 
sha Warner, Thomas Weaver, McDougall. 

3d Lieutenants — John Fanning, Ezekiel Burroughs, Da- 
niel Vaughan. 

Resohedy That the pay of the conunander in chief of the 
fleet be one hundred and twenty-five dollars per month. 

Some time was necessanr to the equipment of the fleet', 
but the subjoined extract of a letter written by Lieut. Jones 
to die Hon. Mr. Hewes, then an influential member of Con- 
gress from North-Carolina, demonstrated that the newly ap- 
pointed officers were not idle. They received their com- 
missions the latter part of December, 1 775, uid on the 1 7th 
of the succeeding February they put to sea : 

"When I undertook to write you an account of our pro- 
ceedings in the fleet, 1 did not imagine that I should hav6 
been so stinted in point of time : I owed you a much earlier 

* The acoount of Jones thus far, has been taken from the Edinboi^gh 
£!Dcydopecli«, and as the author has learnt from Mr. Lowden, the>)e[Aew 
of Jones, « respectable merchant, now resident at Charleston, S. C.< was 
written from the lips of Mr. Lowden's mother for that work by Dr. DtHK 
can, of Dumfries, Scotland. 



* 



12 

accoant ; but since our arrival here, the repairs and busi- 
ness of the ship have required mj constant attention. I will 
endeavor to be more punctual hereafter; in the meanwhile, 
hope you will excuse this omission till I can account for it 
personally. I pass over what was prior to our arrival at 
the Capes of Delaware — ^where we were met by the Hor* 
net sloop, and Wasp schooner, from Maryland. 

^'On the 17th of February, the fleet put to sea with a 
smart north-east wind. In the ni^t of the 19th, (the gale 
having increased,) we lost company with the Hornet and 
Fly, tender. We steered to the southward, without seeii^ 
a single sail or meeting with any thing remarkable, tUl the 
Ist of March, when we anchored at AbacOy one of the Ba- 
hama Islands, havmg previously brought to a couple of 
New Providence sloops to take pilots out of them. By 
these people we were informed that there was a lai^e quan- 
tity of powder, with a number of cannon, in the two forts 
of New Providence. In conseq|ience of this intelligence 
the marines and landsmen, to the number of 300 and up- 
wards, under the command of Captain Nicholas, were em- 
barked in the two sloops. It was determined that they 
should keep below deck until the sloops were got in close 
to the fort, and they were then to land instantly and take 
possession before the island could be alarmed. This, how- 
ever, was rendered abortive, as the forts fired an alarm on 
the approach of our fleet. We then ran in, and anchored 
at a small key three leagues to windward of the town, and 
.from thence the Commodore despatched the marines, widi 
the sloop Providence and schooner Wasp to cover their 
landing. They landed without opposition, and soon took 
possession of die eastern garrison, which, after firing a few 
shot, the islanders abandoned. The next morning &e ma- 
rines marched for the town, and were met by a messenger 
(Vom the governor, who told Captain Nicholas, that '^ Uie 
western garrison (Foil Nassau) was ready for his reception, 
sind that he might march his force in as soon as he pleased.'' 
This was efiected without firing a gun on our side — but the 
governor had sent off 150 barrels of powder the night be- 
fore. Enclosed you have an inventory of the cannon, stores, 
&c. which we brou^t off in the fleet. We continued at 
New Providencie till the 17th ult., and then brought off the 
govelmor and two more gefatlemen prisoners. Our course 
was now directed back for the continent, and, after meeting 
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with macb bad weather, on the 5th inst, off Block Island, 
we took the Hawk^ schooner, of six gons, one of Capt. Wal- 
lace's tenders, and the bomb brig Bolton, of ei^t suns and 
two howitzers. The next morning we fell in with uie Glas- 
gow man of war, and a hot engagement ensued, the particu* 
kin of which I cannot communicate better than by extract- 
ins (he minutes which I entered on the AUred^s log book« 
1 hare the pleasure of assuring yon that the commander 
in chief is reqpected through the fleet, and I yerily befieve 
that the officers and men, in general, would go any length to 
execute his orders*" 

The same letter contains some excellent observations on 
the courtesy which ought to prevail among the officers of 
the navy. Lieutenant Jones remarks — 

^ it is certainly fdr the interest of the service that a cor- 
dial interchSLhge of civilities should subsist between supe- 
rior and inf(^rior officers ; and therefore it is bdd policy in 
superiors to beliave towards their inferiors indiscriminately, 
as though th^y trere of a lower species. Met! of liberal 
niinds, who have been long accustomed to command, can 
ill brook being thus set at nou^t by others who pretei^d to 
claim the monopbly of sense. The rude ungentle treat- 
ment which they experience creates such heart-bumitags as 
are nowise consonant with that cheerful ardour and spirit 
which ought ever to be the characteristic of an officer ; 
and, therefore, whoever thinks himself hearty in the ser- 
vice, is widely mistaken when he adopts such a line of con- 
dttct in order to prove it, for to be well obeyed, it is neces- 
saiy to be esteemed.'' 

He then adds — 

^' The fleet having been reinforced with 200 men lent from 
the army, is now in condition for another enterprise, and 
we expect to embrace the first wind for Rhode Island, 
where I hope we shall meet with better success, as we un- 
derstand that the Scarborough is now there. It is proposed 
to clean the ships at Providence, Rhode Island, so that our 
detention there wiH admit of a return of letters from Phila- 
delphia." 

The annexed is tlie memorandum of the engagement 
with the Glasgow, referred to in a preceding extract. 
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^' At 2 A. M« ckared ship for action* At half past two, 
the Cabot being between us and the enemy, began to en* 
gage, and soon after we did the same. At the third glass 
the enemy bore aWay, and by crowding sail at length got a 
considerable way a*bead, made signals for the rest of the 
English fleet at Khode Island to come to her assistance, and 
steered directly for the harbour. The Commodore then 
thought it imprudent to risk our prizes, &c. by pursuing 
farther, thereuire, to prevent our being decoyed into their 
hands, at half past 6 made the signal to leave off chase and 
haul by the wind to join our prizes. The Cabot was disa* 
Bled at the second broadside. The captain being dai^r- 
ously wounded — ^the master and several men killed. The 
enemy's whole fire was then directed at US| and an unlucky 
shot having carried away our wheel-block and ropes, the 
ship broached to and gave the enemy an opportunit^of 
raking us with several broadsides before we were again in 
condition to steer the ship, and return the fire. In the ac« 
tion we received several shot under water, which made the 
ship very leaky ; we had besides, the mainmast shot through, 
and the upjper works and rigging very considerably dama- 
ge ; yet it is surprising that we only lost the 2d lieutenant 
of marines and four men, one of whom, (Martin Gillingwa- 
ter,) a midshipman, prisoner, who was in the cockpit, and 
had been taken in the bomb brig Bolton yesterday — we. 
had no more than three men dangerously and four slightly 
wounded.^' 

Notwithstanding the success of the enterprise against New 
Providence, and the alacrity expressed in the letter of Lieut. 
Jones, of the 14th of April, 1776, for a new expedition, the 
squadron was not in a condition to put to sea again immedi- 
ately. The seamen Were afflicted with sickness after their 
return to the continent. Nearly a month had elapsed be- 
fore the Andrew Doria and Cabot could be prepared for 
another cruize, which they were to undertake in company, 
for four weeks, from Rhode-Island. The Alfred and Co- 
lumbus could not be fully manned for want of men. It be- 
came necessary to enlist seamen, and this was difficult, as 
numbers of them had been enrolled for the army. In a let- 
ter from Lieut. Jones to the Honorable Mr. Hewes, dated 
at New- York, the 1 9th of May, 1 776, he represents that " the 
seamen, almost to a man, had entered into the army before 
the fleet was set on foot ; and I am well informed that there 
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are Tour or live thousand seamen now in the land service.'' 
This class of persons, always amongst the most patriotic, 
bad been thrown out of employment at the commencement 
of general hostilities with Great Britain, and promptly re- 
sorted to the standard of their country under General 
Washington, until arrangements could be made by Congress 
for giving more scope to their energies on the element to 
which they had been accustomed. 

The difficulty of procuring seamen was not the only one 
which the infant American navy had to encounter. The 
unfortunatie engagement with the Glasgow produced consi- 
derable dissatisfaction, and occasioned unfavourable reflec- 
tions to be cast on the officers of the fleet. Although the 
behaviour of Lieut. Jones was not particularly called in 
question, he evidently felt very sensibly the severity of the 
common animadversions, as every man of spirit and honor 
necessarily would have felt in a similar situation. Writing 
on this topic to the Honorable Mr. Hewes, he remarked tibat 
his ^^ feelings as an individual were hurt by the censures that 
had been indiscriminately thrown out.^' '^ My station,'^ he 
observes, ^^ confined me to the Alfred's lower gun-deck, 
where I commanded during the action ; yet, thou^ the com- 
mander's letter, which has been published, says, 'all the 
officers in the Alfred behaved well,' still the public blames 
me among others for not taking the enemy. But a little con- 
sideration will place the matter in a true light ; for no offi- 
cer, under a superior, who does not stand charged, by that 
superior, for cowardice or misconduct,' can be blamed on 
any occasion whatever." He wrote to Mr. Hewes, '^ I wish 
a general inquiry might be made respecting the abilities of 
officers in all stations, and then the country would not be 
cheated." Whilst it must be admitted that the expression 
of these sentiments do credit to Lieut. Jones, it may be no- 
ted that the dissatisfaction manifested by the public at the 
failure of our squadron to capture the Glasgow, was, per- 
haps, nothing more than the effect of that disappointment, 
which, in every community, is experienced on die want of 
success in any combat, military or naval. Victory, whether 
the result of skill or accident, is sure to be applauded, whilst 
discomfiture or defeat, let it proceed from what cause it may, 
is uniformly r^arded with coldness, if not with condemna- 
tion. Lieut. Jones, being a subordinate officer, and having 
no imputation cast upon him by the Commodore, was in no 



niuouer responsible far the operations of the squadron, and, 
undor all ibe circumstances incident to the action witti Uie 
Glasgow, her escape is to be ascribed moiie to the necessity 
of preserving tiie young colonial navy for future and greater 
services ihanto any want of capacity or valor in the officers. 
Two Courts Martial were held on board the Alfred. The 
consequence of the second one, as far as it affected Lieut. 
Jones, was an order for him to take command of the sloop 
Providence, on the 10th of May 1776. In this armed vessel 
he arrived at New-Yoric, on the 18th of that month, after 
a passa^ of thirty-six houc6 from Rhode^Island, with a re- 
turn ofupwards of one hundred men, besides officers, which 
General iVashington had lent to the fleet at New-London. 
At New- York he applied himself to the shipping of mariners. 
The navv of America had just been brought into exist- 
ence. Rank, and relative duties, both superior and inferior, 
were to be established ; and these are not, in the freshness of 
any institution, easily regulated. Naval and military officers 
are jusUy tenacious of their rights in this respect. The 
possession of these rights constitutes their reward for past 
exertion, and the hope of obtaining and exercising them is 
an excitement to furmer efforts. Until precise lines of dis- 
tinction could be drawn, until the newly appointed officers 
could i>e habituated to uri>anity in command, and submission 
in obedience, so. essential to the maintenance of -order. and 
harmony, something of an acrimonious temper would creep 
in to impair the force of authority, and weaken the ties of 
social and official intercourse. At theJbeginning of (he re- 
volution Congress were obliged to act with much wisdom and 
address in ttiis particular, in relation to the station and ad- 
vancement of officers in the army as well as in the navy. — 
In the former, the controlling influence and equity of Gene- 
ral Washington smothered and conciliated many unpleasant 
difierencesr In the navy there was no individual of such 
unrivalled ascendancy. Not but that dl were willing to fi^t 
for their country ; but rank is an affidr of personal honor, in 
which every one believes himself bound to sustain his claims. 
Lieut. Jones had an aspiring mind, which impelled him to 
seek promotion as a means of signalizing himself. His opi- 
nion of the qttalificati<uis requisite in a naval commander, 
however, was not extravagant, and evinces nothing of an 
arbitrary disposition. Writing to the Honorable Mr. newes, 
he tells him, ^* in my opinion, a commander in the navy 
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ought to be a man o^ strong and well connected sense, wiUi 
a tolerable education, a gentleman as well as a seaman, both 
in ttieory and practice : lor want of learning and rude ungen- 
tle manners are by no means characteristic of an officer/? 
There is no officer of the navy of the present day, it is presu- 
med, who will not concur in the propriety of this delineation 
of what is required in an accomplisned naval conmiander. 

Lieut. Jones had been offered the command of the Fly, at 
Reedy-Island, in the Delaware, previously to the sailing of 
the expedition against (he Bahamas, but declined it, consi- 
dering her only as a paltry message boat, suitable forja mid- 
shipman. The command was then given to the lieutenant 
of the Cabot ; and upon this circumstance was founded a 
claim to priority un&vourable to Jones. The naval service, 
moreover, began to attract attention, and new applicants pre- 
sented themselves for appointment. To the Honorable Mr. 
Hewes, Lieut. Jones unbosomed himself on this delicate 
subject. ^^ There is little confidence to be placed in reports,'* 
said he inliis letter of the 19th of May, 1776, to that gende- 
man, '' otherwise the lieutenants of the fleet might have rea- 
son to be uneasy when they are told that the several commit- 
tees have orders to appoint all the officers for the new ships, 
except only the captains. I cannot think that they -will oe 
so far overlooked, who have at first stepped forth, and shown 
at least a willingness : nor can I suppose that my own con- 
duct in the service will, in the esteem of the Coi^ess, sub- 
ject me to be superseded in favor of a younger officer, espe- 
cially one who is said not to understand navigation.^' He 
then adverts to the proffered command of Uie Fly, and his 
refusal of it, and proceeds, — ^^ On my appointment to the 
Providence I was indeed astonished to find my seniority 

2uestioned. The Commodore told me he must refer to the 
)ongres8. I have received no new commission. I wish the 
matter in dispute may be first cleared up. 1 will cheerfully 
abide by whatever you think is right. At the same time I 
am ready to have my pretensions inquired into by men who 
are ju<i^es. When I applied for a lieutenancy, I hoped, in 
that ranS:, to gain much useful knowledge from those of more 
eitperience than myself. I was, however, mistaken, for, in- 
st&sA of gaining information, I was obliged to inform others* 
J formed an exercise, and trained the men so well to the use 
of the great guns in the Alfi-ed, that they went throu^ fiie 
motions of broadsides and rounds as exactly as soldiers gc- 
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iici-ally perlbnn the manual exercise." This can scarcely 
l>e called ^otism. Lieut. Jones was unsupported by family 
connexions in this country, and had to rely on his own merit 
and the disinterested patronage of members of Congress, 
and other eminent patriots, for promotion. It was, there* 
fore, but simple justice to himself, whilst he submitted his 
pretensions to the test of inquiry, to speak of what he had 
already done of a useful nature to the Eervice. 

On the 13th of December 1775, Congress had directed 
that thirteen frigates should be built, which, by a resolution 
of the 6th June 1776, were denominated the Congress, Ran- 
dolph, Hancock, Washington, Trumbull, Raleigh, Effing- 
ham, Montgomery, Warren, Boston, Vii^nia, Providence, 
and Delaware. . They were ordered to be constructed in 
different ports of the colonii§s, and Lieut. Jones was anxious 
fo obtain the command of one of them. ^^ I should esteem 
myself happy," said he, in a letter to Mr. Hewes, " in being 
sent for to Philadelphia, to act under the more immediate 
direction of the Congress, especially in on» of the new 
ships. The largest, and 1 think by far the best of the fri- 
gates was launched the day after I left Providence ; but, 
from what I can learn, neither of them will equal the Phila- 
delphia ships." His wishes, it appears, were not gratified. 
He was continued in the command of the Providence, 
which required heaving down, repairing, and refitting, before 
she could proceed on another cruize. After he had pro- 
cured as many men as were to be enlisted at New-Yoric, he 
was ordered back to Rhode Island for instructions. 
« At what precise time Lieut. Jones sailed from tfaence in 
search of the enemy, is unknown. He was employed for 
some time in escorting vessels from Rhode Island into the 
«ound. He was then ordered to Boston, to take under 
convoy certain vessels, laden with coal for Philadelphia. 
According to a letter which he wrote to the Honorable 
Robert Morris, dated on board the Providence, at sea, 
on the 4th of September 1776, it is manifest that he had 
been previously to that time, actively engaged in annoying 
the British trade, and it is believed that, at this time, he 
acted widi unlimited instructions. That letter is remarka- 
ble on account of two passages in it ; one of which refers 
to some misfortune which had deeply afflicted him, but 
which he forbears to explain ; the other to the qualifica- 
fions of the officers of the navy, and the relative rank of 
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ofliicen in tiie kad and naval service^ The former provea 
that he was a person of much Bensibtlity and of correct feel- 
ing. The rank of the officers 'in the navy was still unsettled ; 
and Lieut. Jones, fearful that he mi^ be superseded by 
hifl juniors, was anxious to remove every pretext for giving 
to ano&er the precedence which he considered as due to 
himself. This motive, it is to be presumed, induced him to 
write to the Honorable Mr. Morris, in the following manner : 
'* I conclude that Mr. Hewes has acquainted you with a 
very great misfortune which befel me some years ago, and 
which broc^t me into North America. I am under no 
concern whatever, that this, or any past circumstance of 
my life will sink me in your opinion. Since human wis- 
dom cannot secure us from accidents, it is the greatest 
effort of reason to bear diem well.'' This is a judicious 
and philosophical reflection, and the efiusion of no ordinary 
mind. The misfortune of which he speaks would not haVa 
implicated his moral character, or he would not have en- 
joyed the confidence and friendship of the Honorable Mr. 
Hewes, to whom, as Jones informed Mr. "Morris, the par- 
ticulars were known. 

On the other topic, concerning the capacity and relative 
rank of officers, Lieut. Jones displayed a laudable zeal for 
the improvement of the navy. His plan of a previous ex- 
amination of officers is now actually in practice in the in- 
vestigation of the proficiency of young midshipmen, which 
annually takes place. This passage of bis letter to Mr. 
Morris is brief and to the purpose : — 

" As the regulations of the navy," he says, " are of the 
utmost consequence, you will not think it presumption, if, 
virith the utmost diffidence, I venture to communicate to 
you such hints as, in my Judgment, will promote its honor* 
and good government. 1 could heartily wish that ever}- 
commission officer was to be previously examined ; for, to 
my certain knowledge, there are persons who have already 
crept into commission without abilities or fit qualification : 
I am myself far from desiring to be excused. From experi- 
ence in ours, as well as from my former intimacy with many 
officers of note in the British navy, I am convinced that the 
parity of rank between sea and land or marine officers, is 
of mo|^ consequence to the harmony of the service, than 
has generally been imagined. In the British establish- 
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nient, au admiral ranks with a general, a vice admiral with 
a lieut. general, a rear admiral with a major ^neral, a 
commodore with a brigadier general, a captam with a 
colonel, a; master and commander with a lieut. colonel, 
a lieut. commandite with a major, and a lieut* in the 
navy ranks with a captain of horse, foot, or marines* 1 
propose not our enemies as an example for. our general 
imitation, yet, as their navy is the best regulated of any in 
the world, we must in some degree imitate them, and aim 
at such farther improvement as may one day make ours 
vie with^ and exceed theirs. Were this regulation to take 
place in our navy it would prevent numberless disputes and 
duellings, which otherwise will be unavoidable." 

From the cruize in which he was engaged, on .the 4th of 
September 1776, he returned to Newport, Rhode Island, 
on the 7th of October following, and on the 1 7th aj^n 
wrote to tiie Honorable Robert Morris, who had cordially 
permitted his confidential correspondence. This letter of 
the 17th of October, exhibits the character of Lieut. Jones 
in so just a light, and in a short compass shows his past suc- 
cess, his diligence, his sympathv, his liberality, his anxiety 
for die growth of the navjr, and ardent wishes to prosecute 
the war to a speedy and triumphant issue, that it is but jus- 
tice to his memory to insert it here entire. 

Providence Sloop of War at Newport^ 
Rhode-hland, llth Oct. 1776. 

Honored Sir, 

I wrote to you at sea 4th ult. by the brigantine Sea 
Njrmph, my second prize. I have taken sixteen sail — 
manned and sent in eidit prizes, and sunk, burnt, or des- 
troyed the rest. The list of prizes, is as follows : 

1 The Brigantine Britannia, whaler, 

2 " Brigantine Sea nymph, West^Indics, 

3 " Brigantine Favourite do. 

4 ^' Ship Alexander, Newfoundland, t manned and 

5 " Brigantine Success, do.^ f sent in. 

6 " Brigantine Kingston Packet, Jam. 

7 " Brigantine Defiance, Jersey, 

8 " Sloop Portland, whaler, j 
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1 The Ship Adventure, Jersey, 

2 ^' Brigantine Friendship do. 

3 ^^ Schooner John, Liondon, 

4 ^* Schooner Betsey, Jersey, 

5 '^ Schooner Betsey, Hali&x, 

6 " Schooner Sea Flower, Canso, 

7 ^^ Schooner Ebenezer, do. 

8 " Schooner Hope, Jersey, 

I have written from time to time to the Marine Board, 
and famished them with particular accounts of all my pro- 
ceedings, and I now send copies of my former letters. I 
arrived here 7th Inst. I would not have lost a day with- 
out writing to you and to the board, had not the commo- 
dore proposed to me to take command of an expedition, 
with the Alfred, Providence, and Hampden, to destroy the 
fishjery of Newfoundland, but principally to relieve a hun- 
dred of our fellow citizens, who are detained as prisoners 
and slaves in the coal pits of Cape Breton. All my hu- 
manity was awakened, and called up to action by this 
laudable proposal ; and I have been successfully employed 
in refitting and getting the Providence in readiness, but am 
under the greatest apprehension that the expedition will fall 
to nothing, as the Alfred is greatly short of men. I found 
her with only about thirtv men, and we have with much 
ado enlisted thirty more ; but it seems the privateers entice 
them away as fast as they receive their month's pay. It is 
to the last degree distressing to contemplate the state and 
establishment of our navy. The common class of mankind 
are actuated by no nobler principle than that of self-in- 
terest; this, and this alone determines all adventurers in 
privateers ; the owners, as well as those whom they .employ. 
And while this is the case, unless the private emolument of in- 
dividuds in our navy is made superior to that in privateers, 
it never can become respectable; it never wul become 
formidable. And without a respectable navy — ^alas ! Ame- 
rica! In the present critical situation of affairs, human 
wisdom can suggest no more than one infallible expedient : 
enlist the seamen during pleasure, and give them all the 
prizes. What is the paltry en^olument of two thirds of 
prizes to the finances of this vast continent.* If so poor a 
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resource is essential to its indqpendeDcy, ia sober sadness 
we are involved in a woful predicament, and our ruin is 
&at approaching. The situation of America is new in the 
annals of mankind, her afiairs cry haste, and speed must 
answer them. Trifles, therefore, ought to be wholly dis- 
regarded, as being in the old vulgar proverb ^^ penny wise, 
and pound foolish.'^ If our enemies with the best establish- 
ed and most formidable navy in the universe, have found it 
expedient to assign all prizes to the captors, how much 
more is such policy essential to our infant fleet ; but I need 
use no arguments to convince you of the nec^sity of mak- 
ing the emoluments of our navy equ^l, if not superior, to 
theirs. We have had proof that a«navy may be officered 
almost on any terms, but we are not so sure tiiat these oft- 
cers are equal to their commissions ; nor will the Congress 
ever obtain such certainty, until they, in their wisdom, see 
proper to appoint a board of admiralty, competent to de- 
termine impartially the respective merits and abilities of 
their officers, and to superintend, r^ulate, and point out, 
all the motions and operations of the navy. 

Governor Hopkins tells me, that he apprehends I am ap- 
pointed to the Andrew Doria ; she is a good cruizer, and 
would, in my judgment, answer much better, were she 
mounted witn 12 six-pounders, than as she is at present, 
with 14 fours. An expedition of importance may be effect- 
ed this winter, on the coast of Africa, with part of the ori- 
S'nal fleet. Either the Alfred or Columbus, with the Andrew 
oria and Providence, would, I am persuaded, carry all 
before them ; and give a blow to the English African trade, 
which would not soon be recovered, by not leavii^ them a 
mast standing on that coast. This expedition would be 
attended with no great expense ; besides, the ship and ves- 
sels mentioned are unfit for service on a winter coast, 
which is not the case with the new frigates. The small 
squadron for this service ought to sail earlv, tiiat the prizes 
may reach our ports in March or April. Ii I do not succeed 
in manning the Alfred, so as to proceed to the eastward, in 
fSbe course of this week, the season will bq lost ; the coal 

of aU outoTM madft by pubUo ahiiM of war to the use of the United Colo- 
nice. The» vn the «*two thirds** to which Lieut Jonee alludes. The 
wnnainin g one third was divided into twenty parte, and ordered to be dis- 
tribiitad amoo^ the caiitort in tte proportions mentioned in a resolntion of 
th« eth of January 1776. 
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deet will be gone to Halifax, and the fisbennen to Europe. 
I will not however, remain inactive, bat proceed to cnuce 
in the sloop near Sandy Hook* Three of my prizes have 
arrived here, and one or two more to the eastward* 

I am, &c. 

During the time be was at sea, he fell in with the frigate 
Solebay of 28 guns, near the island of Bermuda, and had a 
sharp action With her, which lasted several hours. The Pro- 
vidence carried but 1 2 guns, six-pounders, and Jones was ex- 
ceedingly fortunate in making his escape from an adversary 
so decidedly superior in force. Proceeding thence in the 
direcfion of Tf ova-Scotia, he bad an encounter near Cape Sa- 
bles, with the M ilford of 32 guns at long shot. Being unable 
to cope with her, hef ran into a small harbour, and destroyed 
some fishing 'vessels. He next went to Isle-Madame, de- 
stroyed the fishing establishments thereyand set on fire eveiy 
vessel he could not take away. In efiecting all this destruc- 
tion of property and loss to the enemy, he was absent not 
more than six weeks and' five days. . 

Some estimate may be formed of the individual profits 
accruing from the cruize in which Lieut. Jones had been 
occupied, from the number of his captures, and the foDow- 
ing regulations of Congress for the distribution of prize- 
money : — 

In Congress, Jan. 6th, 1776. 

Resolvedj That the commander in chief have one-twen- 
tietii part of prize-money, taken by anv ship or ships, armed 
vessel or vessels, under his orders and command* 

That the captain of any single armed ship or vessel have 
two-twentieth parts for his share ; but if more ships or aim- 
ed vessels be in company when a prize is taken,, then the 
two-twentieth parts be divided amongst all the said cap- 
tains. 

That the captain of marines, lieutenants of the ships or 
aimed vessels, and masters thereof, share together, and have 
three-twentieth parts divided among them equally of all pri- 
zes taken when they are in company. 

That the lieutenants of marines, sui^ons, chaplains, pur- 
sers, boatswains, gunners, carpenters, the masters' mates, 
and the secretary of the fleet, share together, and have two- 
twentieth parts and one half of one-twentieth part divided 
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among them equally, of all prizes taken when they are in 
company. 

That the following warrant and petty offiqers, viz. (allow- 
ing for each ship six midshipmen, for each brig four mid- 
shipmen, and each sloop two midshipmen, one captain's 
clerk, one surgeon's mate, one steward, one sail-maker, two 
carpenter's mates, one cook, one cockswain, two seigeants 
of marines for each ship, and one sergeant for each brig and 
sloop) have three-twentieth parts divided among them equal- 
ly ; and when a prize is taken by any ship or vessel on 
board or in company in which the commander in chief is, 
then the commander in chief's cook or cockswain to be ad- 
ded to this allotment, and have their shares with these last 
mentioned. 

That the remaining eight-twentieth parts and one half of 
the twentieth part be divided amongst the rest of the ship 
or ships companies, as it may happen, share and share alike. 

That no officer or man have any share but such as are 
actually on board their several vessels when any prize or 
prizes are taken, excepting only such as may have been or- 
dered on board any other prizes before taken, or sent away 
by his or their commanding officers. 

Congress subsequently altered this regulation, as appears 
by the subjoined resolution, and probably upon the su^es- 
tion of Lieut. Jones, as the alteration took place so soon 
after he had written to Mr. Morris : 

* 

In Congress, Oct. 30th, 1776. 

Resolved^ That the rank of the officers of marines be the 
same as officers of similar commissions in the land service. 

That the commanders, officers, seamen, and marines, in 
the continental navy, be entitied to one half of merchant- 
men, transports, and store-ships, by them taken, from and 
after the first day of November, 1 776, to be divided amongst 
them in the shares and proportions fixed by former resolu- 
tions of Congress. 

That the commanders, officers, seamen, and marines, in 
the continental navy, be entitied to the whole value of all 
shijps and vessels of war belonging to the crown of Great 
Bntain by them made prize of, and all privateers authorised 
by his Britannic Majesty to war against these states, to bo 
divided as aforesaid. 
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Lieut. Jones took command of a squadron in Rhode*Isl- 
and on the 22d of October, 1776, but finding that he could 
not man the ship and two small vessels of which it consisted 
witiiout losing too much time, he determined to leave the 
Providence and proceed with ttie Alfred and Hampden. 
He took the men out of the Providence and her prizes, by 
which means he made up a muster-roU of upwai^ of 140.- 
When, on the 37th, he was ready to proceed, the Hampden 
was run upon a sunken ledge, which knocked off her false 
keel, in consequence of which she became so leaky that she 
was condemned as not being sea-worthy, and the men were 
immediately shifted to the Providence. His expectations 
firom the expedition were not sanguine^ having been delayed 
in his arrangements a fortnight longer than he had contem- 
plated. He finally put to sea, wiUi the Alfred and Provi- 
dence, in the month of November. In this adventure he 
took a vessel from Liverpool, and the armed ship Mellish, 
having on board a company of soldiers and 10,000 suits of 
uniform. This capture was very opportune. The Ameri<- 
can army was much in want of clothing, and so valuable a 
prize tended to reanimate the spirits of the soldiers. He 
also took a third vessel on the 16th of November, and on 
the 18th following, the Providence parted company in the 
night. He proceeded, nevertheless, to Isle-Royale, destroy- 
ed a valuable transport there, and burnt the buildings appro- 
priated to the whale and cod-fisheries. Not far m>m that 
island he took another vessel, which was laden 'wi& ling 
and furs, and on the following day captured a privateer 
mounting sixteen guns. On his return to the continent, he 
once more fell in with the Milford frigate, but eluded her, 
and, with his prizes, arrived at Boston, on the 10th of De- 
cember, 1776. 

The main object of the enterprise against Isle-Royale 
was not effected. The intention of Lieut. Jones was to 
liberate the Americans who were confined in the coal-mines 
there. He attributes the failure to the behavior of the offi- 
cer who commanded the Providence. In a letter to the 
Hon. Mr. Hewes, dated at Boston, on the 12th of January, 
1777, he remarks : " the captain of the Providence thought 
proper to dispense with his orders and give me the slip in 
the night, which entirely overset the expedition." In like 
manner he complains of a prize-master, who violated his 

D 



*-- ■% 



26 

iostructions by going into Dartmouth, Mass., instead of a 
port in North-Carolina, whither he had been ordered. 

These irregularities arose altogether, it is believed, from 
the omission of Congress to establish a due gradation of 
rank among the Officers of the navy. That body had been 
so incessantly employed in business of vital importance, both 
for^gn and domestic; andttiere were so many objects to at- 
tend to in the organization of a new government that they had 
little time to devote to minor details. It was not until three 
months after the Declaration of Independence that the rela- 
tive rank of Officers in the naval service was established* 
On the 10th of October 1 776, it was settled in the following 
manner and a vessel assigned to each : 

Rank of Captains in the Jfavy, estabti 

Oct. lOih 1776, viz. 

Commanders. 

No. 1 James Nicholson. 

2 John Manly . 

3 Hector M'Neil 

4 Dudlev Saltonstall 

5 Nicholas Biddle 

6 Thomas Thompson 

7 John Barry 

8 Thomas Read 

9 Thomas Grinnell 

10 Charles Alexander 

11 Lam1l>ert Wickes 

12 Abraham Whipple 

13 John B. Hopkins 

14 John Hodge . 

15 William Hallock 

16 Hoisted Hacker 

17 Isaiah Robinson 

1 8 John Paul Jones 

19 James Josiah . 

20 ElishaHinman 

21 Joseph Olney • 

22 James Robinson 

23 John Young . 

24 Elisha Warner 
"^ Lieut. John Baldwin 

Lieut. Thomas Albertson 
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32 


Rffin^iam, 


28 


Washington, 


32 


Congress, 


28 


Delaware, 


24 


Reprisal, 


16 


Providence, 


28 


Warren, 


32 


Montgomery^ 


.24 


Lexin^on, 


16 


Hampden, 


— 


AndrewDoria,14 


Providence, 


12 


Alfred, 


28 


Cabot, 


16 


Sachem, 


10 


Independence,! 


Wasp, 


8 


Musqutto, 


4 
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Jones was by no means satisfied with this regulation \ and 
with the exception of Captains Saltonstall,Biddle, Whipple, 
and Hopkins, considered himself as having been superseded 
by the nrst seyenteen on the Ust* It was probably for the 
purpose of soothing him, that Congress, on March the 15th 
1777, passed the subjoined resolution: 

In Congress, JlfarcA 15, 1777. 
Resohedj That Daniel Waters, and Samuel Tucker, be 
appointed Captains in the Navy of the United States,and that 
they have the command of two of the three ships ordered 
to be purchased. And that the command of the other ship, 
be given to Ca|>tain John Paul Jones, until better provision 
can be made for him. 

On the same day that the relative rank of the Captains 
was fixed, a commission was made out for Captain Jones, 
which, as a revolutionary document, may gratify curiosilty. 
It is expressed in these terms : 

IN CONGRESS. 

The Delegates of the United States of Jfew^Hampshire, Mas^ 
sachunttS'Bay^ Rhode^Island^ Connecticut ^ New-York^ 
New-Jetsey^ Pennsyhania, Delaware^ Maryland^ Virginia^ 
Korth'Carolina^ South-Carolina, and Georgia, To 

JOHN PAUL JONES, ESQ. 

We, reposing especial trust and confidence in your pa- 
triotism^ valour, conduct, and fidelity, DO, by these Presents, 
constitute and appoint you to be Captain in the Navy of die 
United States of North- America, fitted out for the Defence 
of American Liberty, and for repelling every hostile inva- 
sion thereof. You are therefore carefully and diligently to 
discharge the duty of Captain by doing and performing all 
manner of things thereunto belonging. And we do strictly 
charge and require all Officers, Marines, and Seamen under 
your command, to be obedient to your orders as Captain. 
And you are to observe and follow such orders and directions 
from time to time, as you shall receive from this or a future 
Congress of the United States, or Committee of Congress 
for £at purpose appointed, or Commander-in-Chief for the 
time being of the Navjr of the United States, or any other 
your superior Officer, according to the Rules and discipline 
of War, the usage of the sea, and fibe instructions herewith 
given you, in pursuance of the trust reposed in yon. This 
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commission to continue in force until revoked by this or a 

future Congress. 

Dhted at Philadelphia, October lOth 1776. 

By Order of the Congress, 

John Hancock, President. 
Attest, Charles Thomson, Secretary. 

The uniform of the Officers of the Navy had been regu- 
lated by^tbe Marine Committee on the 5di of September 
1776. It may be gratifying to those of the present day to 
be informed what it was. It is thus described in a resolution 
of the Conmiittee : 

In Marine Committee, « 

Philadelphia, September 5, 1776. 

Resolved, That the uniform of the Officers in the Navy 

of the United States be as follows : 

Captains. ^Blue cloth with red lappels, slash cuff, stand 

up coUor, flat yellow buttons, blue britches, 
red waistcoat with narrow lace. 

Lieutenants .^^Bhie with red lappels, a round cuff &ced, 

stand up collor, yellow buttons, blue britches, 
red waistcoat plain. * 

Masters* Blue with lappels, round cuff, blue britches, 

and red waistcoat. 

J^Kdshipmen. — Blue lappeled coat, a round cuff, faced with 

red, stand up collor, with red at the button 
and button hole, blue britches, and red waist- 
coat. , 

Extract from the Minutes, 

John Brown, Secretary. 

Uniform of the Marine Officers. 

A green coat faced with white, round cuff, slashed 
sleeves and pockets, with buttons round the cuffj silver 
epaulett on the right shoulder, — skirts turned back, but- 
tons to suit the facings. 

White waistcoat and britches ed^ed with green, black 
gaiters and garters, green shirts for ttie men if th^ can be 
procured. 

► _ 

Tfae^ respect to be paid to the pendant and to continental 
ships of war, was enjoined by Congress on the 29th of Oc- 
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tober, 1 776, in the resolution which follows* The national' 
flag was not definitively estabUabed until June of the suc- 
ceeding year : 

In Congress, October 29, 1776. 

Resohedj That no private ships or vessels of war, mer* 
chant ships, or other vessels belonging to the subjects of 
these States, be permitted to wear pendants when in com- 
pany with continental ships or vessels of war, without leave 
from the commanding officer thereof: 

That if any merchant ship or vessel shall wear pendants 
in company with continental ships or vessels of war, with- 
out* leave from the commander thereof, such commander be 
authorised to take away the pendant from the offender: 

That if private ships or vessels of war refuse to pay the 
respect due to the commanders of ships or vessels of war, the 
captain or commander so refusing shall lose his commissi6n. 

On the 15th of November, 1776, the Congress granted a 
bounty to the officers and men for the capture of enemy 
vessels, established the relative rank of the officers in the 
navy and army, and fixed the pay of the officers and men in 
the navy, as specified in the annexed resolution. To the 
rate of pay in 1776, is added the pay in 1825, from a com- 
parison of which the increase of compensation in the course 
of the last forty-nine years may be discerned : 

In Congress, November 15th, 1776. 

Resolved, That al)ounty of twenty dollars be paid to the 
commanders, officers, and men of such continental ships or 
vessels of war as shall make a prize of any British ships or 
vessels of war, for every cannon mounted on board such 
prize at the time of such capture ; and eight dollars per 
head, for every man then on board and belonging to such 
prize: 

That the rank of the naval officers be to the rank of offi- 
cers in the land service, as follows : 

Admiral, as a General, 

Vice Admiral, » " Lieut. General, 

Rear Admiral, " Major General, 

Commodore, " Brig. General, 
Captain of a ship of 40 guns and upwards. Colonel, 

Do. 20 to 40 guns, as a Lieut. ColoneL 

Do. of a ship of 10 to 20 guns, '' Major, 

Lieutenant in the navy, '• Captain.' 
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That the p^y of all officers and men in the American 
navy, from the date of the new commissions under the free 
and independent States of America, b^ as follows : 

Of S^ip^ of 20 guns. Per eakndar month. Of 10 to^gunt. 

In 1776. In 1825. In 1776. 

Captain, 

Lieutenant, 

Master, 

Mate, 



Boatswain, 



Gunner, 



7 

Mate, 



Mate, 



Surgeon, 



Mate, 



Carpenter, 



r 

Mate, 



^60 
30 
30 
15 
15 

15 

25 
15 
15 

H 
9 

12 

9 

10 

H 

H 
9 

9 

15 
10 
20 

9* 
10 

8 
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40 
40 
20 
20 
19 
20 

50 
30 
20 
19 
18 
19 
18 
20 



Cooper, 
Midshipman, 
Armourer, 
Sail-Maker, 

Mate, 

Yeoman, 

Quarter-Master, 

Cook, 

Cockswain, 

Captain's Clerk, 

Steward, 

Chaplain, 

Yeoman of powder room, 

Master-at-Arms, 

Seaman, 

That vessels under ten guns be commanded by lieutenants : 
That«lhe pay of the officers in such vessels be — 

Lieutenant Commanding, j30 ^0 

Mate, . . • 15 40 

Boatswain, • . 12 20 

Gunner, • . 12 20 

Carpenter, . . 12 20 

That the other officers and men, the same as in vessels 
from ten to twenty guns. 

Marine officers — Captain, ^30 |f 40 

Lieutenant^ 20 30 



18 
18 
18 
25 
18 
40 

18 
12 
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'24 

24 

15 

13 

9 

13 

9 

' 21| 

13 
9 
9 

12 
9 

10 

H 
H 

9 
12 
10 

9 
9 
8 
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Non-commiisioiied officers and soldiere, the same as in 
the land senrice* 

Allowances for subsistence were made on the 2l8t of July, 
1777. The following is the resolution for that object : — 

In Congress, July 21 st, 1777* 

Resolved, That commanders of continental vessels of war 
of ten guns and upwards, be allowed five and one-third dol- 
lars per week for subsistence, while in domestic or foreign 
ports : 

That commanders of vessels under ten guns, be allowed 
four dollars per week for subsistence, while in domestic or 
foreign ports : 

That commanders of continental vessels of war of ten 
guns and upwards, be allowed whilst at sea two dollars and 
two-thirds per week, for cabin expenses : 

That lieutenants, surgeons, captains of marines, and chap- 
Jains, be allowed four dollars per week subsistence in do- 
mestic ports, during such times as the ships they respect- 
ively belong to are not in condition to receive them on 
board : 

That the msirine committee be empowered to allow such 
cabin furniture for continental vessels of war, as they shall v 
judge proper. 

Jones was now acting under the commission of captain 
from the independent authorities of the United States of 
America. He had, indeed, performed all the duties of a 
captain in virtue of his previous appointment. That ap- 
pointment, tc^ether with all those which were made on the 
22d of December, 1775, before the Colonies had proclaim- 
ed their separation from Great Britain, was produced by 
British maritime aggressions, which the Congress determined 
to resist and punish. Resolutions were adopted assigning 
the reasons which impelled the United Colonies to i^prisal ; * 
and as they may be viewed as the origin of the American 
naval establishment, it may not be displeasing to the reader 
to be furnished with an opportunity oi perusing them in this 
volume* They are as follow : — 

In Congress, November 25th, 1775. 
Whereas, it appears from undoubted information, that 
many vessels which had cleared at the respective custom- 
houses in these Colonies, agreeably to the regulations eata- 
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blished by acts of the British Parliament, have, in a lawless 
manner, without even the semblance of just authority, been 
seized by his Majesty^s ships of war, and carried into &e 
harbor of Boston and other ports, where they have been 
rifled of their cai^oes, by orders of his Majesty^s naval and 
military officers there commanding, without the said vessels 
having been proceeded against by any form of trial, and 
without the charge of having offended against any law. 

And whereas, orders have been issued in his Majesty's 
name to commanders of his ships of war, ^^ to proceed as 
in the case of actual rebellion against such of the sea-port 
towns and places being accessible to the king's ships, in 
which any troops shall be raised or military works erected," 
under color of which said orders, the comm^ders of his 
Majesty's said ships of war have already burned and de- 
stroyed the flourishing and populous town of Falmouth, and 
have fired upon and much injured several other towns with- 
in the United Colonies, and dispersed at a late season of die 
year, hundreds of helpless women and children, with a. sa- 
vage hope that those may perish under the approachii^ 
rigors of the season who may chance to escape destruction 
from fire and sword, a mode of warfare long exploded amongst 
civilized nations. 

And whereas, the good, people of these Colonies, sensi- 
bly afiected by the destruction of their property, and other 
unprovoked injuries, have at last determined to prevent as 
much as possible a repetition thereof, by fitting out armed 
vessels and ships of force : in the execution of which com- 
mendable designs, it is possible that those who have not 
been instrumental in the unwarrantable violences above 
' mentioned may sufier, unless some laws be made \o regulate 
and tribunals erected competent to determine the propriety 
of captures : Therefore, 

Resohedj That all ships of war, frigates, sloops, cutters, 
and armed vessels, as are or shall be employed in the pre- 
sent cruel and unjust war against the United Colonies, and 
shall fall into the hands of, or be taken by the inhabitants 
thereof, be seized and forfeited to and for the purposes here- 
in after mentioned : 

That all transport vessels in the same service, having on 
board any troops, arms, ammunition, clothing, provisiops, 
or military or naval stores of what kind soever, and all ves- 
sels to whomsoever belonging, that^gihall be employed in 
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carrjruig provkiaiis or other necessaiies to ihf^ British army 
ot aiimeat or iiairj, that now aare or shall hereafter be with- 
in aoj of the Unked CotcHnes, or any goods, wares, or mer- 
otainaise, for the os^ of sach fleet or army, shall be liable 
to seizure, and, with their cargoes, shall be confiscated : 

That DO oiaster or commander of any vessel shall be en- 
titled to cruize for, or make prize of any vessel or cargo, 
before he shall have obtained a commission firom the Con- 
gress, or from sach person or persons as shall be for that 
purpose appointed in some one of the United Colonies : 

That when any vessel or vessels shall be fitted out at the 
expense of any private person or persons, then the captures 
shall be to the use of the owner or owners of the said vessel 
or vessels t that where the vessels emploved in the capture 
shall be fitted out at the expense of any of the United Colo- 
nies, then one-third of the prize taken shall be to the use of 
the captors, and the remaining two-thirds to the use of the 
said dolony ; and where the vessels so employed shall be 
fitted out at the continental charge, then one-third shall go 
to the captors, and the remaining two-thirds to the use of 
the United Colonies: provided, nevertheless, that if the 
€:apture be a vessel o( war, then the captors shall be enti- 
tled to one-half of the value, and the remainder shall go to 
liie ColonY or Continent as the case may be, the necessary 
chaims of condemnation of all prizes being deducted before 
distiUmtion made : 

That the captures heretofore made by vessels fitted out 
at the continental charge were justifiable, and that the dis- 
tribution of the captor^s share of the prizes by Gen. Wash- 
ington be confirmed, which is as follows : — 

Shatei. Shares. 



Captain or Coomiander, 6 


A Mate, 


n 


First Lieutenant, 


5 


Gunner, • 


H 


Second Lieutenant, 


4 


Gunner^s Mate, 


H 


Surgeon, 


4 


Boatswain, 


U 


Master, 


3 


Sergeant, 


H 


Steward, 


2 


Private, 


1 



^ commission ofthe 10th of October 1776, 

Cs^t. Jones was more intent than ever on devising die 
means of advancing ^be condition of the navy. He looked 
forward to its augmentation and perfection, and continued 
to present his reflections as to the course that should be pur- 
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sued to attain those objects* Many of his idea? were valua'*' 
Ue, and sooie ci tibem have, in satetance, been carried into 
effect by the present government npon a lar^ scale. 
Writinff to his friend, the Honorable Robert Moms, on dw 
10th of February 1777, he said — 

*^ There are no officers more immediately wanted in the 
marine department, thap commissioners of dock yards, to 
superintend the building, and outfit of all ships of war ; 
with power to appoint deputies to provide and have in 
Constant readiness, sufficient quantities of provision, stores, 
slops, &c., so that the small number of ships we have, 
may be constantly employed, and not continue idle as they 
do at present : besides all the advantages that would arise 
from such appointments, the saving which would accrue to 
the continent is worth attending to ; had such men been ap- 

{pointed at the first, the new ships might have been at sea 
ong ago. The difficulty now lays in finding men who are 
deserving, and who are fitly qualified for an office of such 
importance." 

^' I must repeat what I asserted formerly, that unless 
some happy expedient can be fallen upon to induce the sea- 
men to enter into the service for a lon^r term than twelve 
months, it will never be possible to bnng them under pro- 
per subordination ; and subordination is as necessary, nay, 
far more so in the fleet, than in the army. Present advan- 
tages, though small, will operate far more on the minds of 
seamen, than future prospects, though great. They ou^t 
at least to enter during the war, if not during pleasure." 

In fiilfilment of the resolution of Coi^ess of the 17th of 
March 1777, the Marine Committee addressed a letter to 
Capt Jones in the following terms : — 

In Marine Committee. 

Philadelphia, March 25th, 1777. 

The Congress, by a resolve of the 17th Inst.; having or- 
dered that me agent at Boston should purchase, arm, and 
fit out, for the service of.tibe United States, three fast sail- 
ing good ships, that will conveniently mount 18 six-pound- 
ers on one deck ; and that Capt John Paul Jones dmll 
command one of said ships, until better provision can be 
made for him: Therefore, 
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Resohedj That Capt* Jones shall iuiTe his choice of thosf? 
three ships, and &at tie superinteod the fittmg of her out. 
Extract from the minutes* 

John Browk, Sectttary. 

In Marine Committke. 

Sir, Philadelpkia^ March St5tky nil. 

The agent, Mr. Bradford, has orders from this Committee 
to purchase and fit out, three armed vessels, pursuant to a 
resolve of Congress, which is transmitted to him, one of 
which yott are to command, and the Committee have 
directed that you should have your choice. Therefore 
yoa are desired to make your election as soon as the pur- 
chase shall be made, and to superintend and hasten the fit- 
ting her out for sea, with all possible expedition. 

We are, Sir, 
Your very humble servants, 

John Hancock, 
William Whipplf^ 
William Ellery. 
Abraham Clarke. 
Oliver Wolcott, 
Thomas Banke, 
Robert Morris. 
To Capt. John Paul Jones. 

Before this plan was carried into execution, Jones received 
a new and honorable proof of the good opinion of Congress, 
by being ordered to proceed to France from Portsmouth in 
the French ^ip Amphitrite, with a positive order to the 
American commissioners at Paris to invest him with the 
conunond of a fine ship, as a reward for the zeal he had 
shown, and for the signal services which he had performed 
in vessels of little force. By the annexed letter to Mr. 
John Dobie it would seem that he was making preparations 
to embark in the Amphitrite; but, on account of difficult 
ties made by her commander, he abandoned the design : 

Bo«lon,Jlfe^ 23d, 1777. 
Mr. John Dobie, 
You are hereby auttioriced to engage any prime seamen 
who may present tttemsehres to serve under my command 
in the navy on board the ship Amphitrite, at Portsmouth in 
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New-Hampfibire, bound to Fra2ice.--^Oo arriyal there Ihey 
are to be turned over to one of tbe finest frig^te9 of the Frencli 
navy, she having heen purchased for the United States by 
their commissioners at the court of Paris and to be put under 
my command. — You are directed to repair on bf aid the ship 
at Portsmouth without loss of time, and your reasonable ex- 
penses will be allowed, as also the reasonable expenses of as 
many prime seamen as you may bring with you in proper 
time. If a passage can be procured from lience to Poita- 
mouth by water it will be the cheapest and best conveymnce, 
especially for ba^age. 

JOHK P. JoBtSS* 

Capt. Jones had before, in one of his letters to a member 
of Congress, recommended that one of his pri^ses, the Mellish, 
should be converted into a diip of war. This had been de- 
termined upon by the Marine Committee, but, upon the re- 
ceipt of a letter from him in May 1777, the determination 
was abandoned, and he was appointed to die command of the 
Ranger. That c<mimittee wrote the following letter to him, 
from which it may be inferred that he was growii^ in the 
esteem of Congress and in favour with the public in 
general : 

Ix Marins Committee, 

Philadelphia, June i8(A, 1777. 
John Paul Jones, Esq. 
Sir, 

Your letter of the 36th May to the secret ciomxAiJLiee was 
laid before Congress, and in cons^uence tbeiie^, tbe de- 
sign of fitting the Mellij^h is laid aside ; and you are app<mkt- 
ed to command the Ranger ship of war lately built at Ports- 
mouth. Col. Whipple the bearer of this .c^uriea with him 
the resolves of Congress appointing you to tfiis command^ 
and authorizing him, Col. Lan^don, and you, to appoint the 
other commissioned as well as Uie warrant oflicent necea^arj 
for this ship, and he has with him blanl^ con^issions and 
warrants for this purpose. 

Itis our desire that you get the Ranger equipped, officered, 
and manned as well and as soon as possible, am probably we 
may send you other instructions, biefore you areready ,tosaiI. 
However the designoftbepre8entts||o.preiventyourwaiti<|gfi>r 
such after you are ready fcur services in every other respect. 
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and if that happens before the receipt of farther orders firom 
ufl, you must men proceed on a cruize against the enemies 
of ^bose United States, conforming to the orders and r^ula- 
tiom of Congress made for the government of the navy; 
and in conformity thereto, take, sink, bum, or destroy all 
Buch of the enemies ships, vessels, goods, and effects as you 
may be able. 

We shall not limit you to any particular cruizing station, 
bol leave you at large to search for yourself where tibe great- 
est chance of success presents* i our prizes you will send 
into such safe ports in these United States as they can reach, 
your prisoners must also be sent in, and we recommend them 
to kind treatment* 

Any useful intelligence that comes to your knowledge 
must be communicated to us whenever you have opportu- 
nity. 

You are to preserve good order and discipline, but use 
your people well. The ship, her materials, and stores must 
be taken good care of, and every officer to answer to any em- 
bezzlements that happen in bis department. You are to 
make montiily returns of your officers, men, Jic.to the Nav^ 
Board, you are to be exceedingly attentive to the cleanh- 
ness of your ship and preservation of the peoples healths* 

You are to afibrd assistance and protection to the Ameri- 
can commerce' whenever in your power ; and on your return 
from this cruize, lay copies of your journal and log-book 
before the Navy Board, and inform us the events of your 
voyage. We are. Sir, 

Your friends and servants^ 

John Hancock, 
Robert Moaais, 
Philip Livingston, 
Benjamin Harrison, 

A. MiDDLETON, 

Nicholas Van-Dyke, 
George Walton. 

The resolutions referred to are as follow : The designa- 
tion of the flag and the appointment of Captain Jones to the 
CQpunfmd pf the Ranger on the same day, would seem to im- 
diy sooie connexion between the two circumstances. The 
Rapger was probably the first ship that bore the national 
flag io Europe. 
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In Congress, June 14th, 1777. 

Rtfohedj That the flag of the thirteen United S^tes, be 
thirteen stripes, alternate red and white: that the Union 
be thirteen stars, white in a blue field, representing a new 
constellation* 

Resolved, That Captain John Paul Jones be appointed to 
command the ship Ranger. 

Resolved, That William Whipple, Esq. member of Con- 
gress, and of the Marine Committee, John Lanedon Esq^ 
continental agent, and the said John Paul Jones, be autho- 
rised to appoint lieutenants and other commissioned, and 
warrant officers, necessary for the said ship ; and that blank 
commissions and warrants be sent them, to be filled up with 
the names of the persons they appoint, returns whereof to 
be made to the Navy Board in the eastern department. 

The subjoined letter to Lieutenant Elijah Hall shows that 
Captain Jones dealt irankly and honorably with his seamen. 
This was as wise as it was just, for the surest method of se- 
curing cheerful obedience, and preserving harmony among 
^ a ship^s crew, is to inspire them at the out-set with confi- 
dence in the integrity and equity of the commander : 

Portsmouth X H. Jvly 2e<A, 1777, 

Lieut. Elijah Hall, 17. 5. Navy. 
Sir, 

As I learn from you that the seamen who have entered for 
the Ranger, for one cruize, expect to receive an advance of 
forty dollars, and that the landsmen e^ect to receive an ad- 
vance of twenty dollars, as mentioned in the hand bills, and 
as I would by no means deceive any man who has entered, 
or who may enter, to serve under my command, it is proper 
tiiat you should inform them, that at the time when Con- 
gress agreed to that advance, there was no intention of en- 
tering men except for three years, during the war, or for one 
year at least; yet, as I consider myself under an obligation 
to those men, who have so cheerfully entered, it bein^ a 
proof of their good opinion of me, 1 would at my own nsk, 
give them orders on uie agent here, for the above advance 
or for such part of it, as they may find really necessary, but 
upon inquirjT, I am convinced that this would be contrary 
to the rules of Congress, and therefore hurtful to the ser- 
vice. I will, however, besides tfa^ bounty, give an order on 
the agent, or paymaster of the navy, for the punctual pay- 
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vatti of half flie monthly wages, to eveiy person under nr^ 
command, who may leave wives or attorneys bdund them, 
to receive it in their absence, as it afterward becomes due, 
provided they enter for the term of twelve mmiths, other- 
wise I am authorised to advance no more than one month's 

ray, besides slops to persons who enter only for one cruize* 
Wish to see every person about me happy and contented, 
and will do every thing in my power to msdce them so. The 
conditions of tlie hand bills, will be strictly complied widr, 
and 

I am. Sir, 

Your very obedient 

and most humble servant* 
John Paul J6nbs« 

The above is a true copy from the original in my posses- 
sion. 

Elijah Hall. 
Portsmouth Sept. 29/A, 1834. 

Captain Jones was now on the eve of his departure for 
France. During his stay at Boston, in the month of May, 
be wrote a letter to Stuart Mawey, Esq., which places his 
character in a new light. It would seem from tlwt letter, 
that he had once been a merchant in Tobago, and tiiat he 
had pecuniary resources in that island as well as in England, 
from which, by untoward circumstances, he had been cut off; 
what diese were he does not reveal. They probably arose 
from that misfortune at which he hinted in a letter to the 
Hon* Mr. Morris, as being known to the Hon. Mr. Hewes. 
According to his own account, he was in extreme distress 
when he joined the standard of America. But the letter to 
Mr. H awey contains no expressions of regret for the part 
he had taken in tibe revolution. On the contraiy, he de- 
clares his unshaken determination to adhere to the fortunes 
of America. The letter does infinite credit to the heart of 
Capt* Jones ; and, after reading it, no impartial mind will 
venture to denounce him as illiterate, vulgar, unfeeling, or 
unpnncipled. Th^ sentiments which he expresses for his 
mother are true to nature, tender, and toucmi^, and show 
that the profession of arms had not estranged his bosom from 
the more refined and afiectionate sensations : 
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BosUm, May Ath, 177T. 

SrslTART Mawbt, Esq^ Tobago. 
DsAR Sir, 

After ail tf Profitable guspense of twenty monihs^ (haTtiig 
Sttbflisted on fifty pwends only faring that timet) when my 
hi^eR of relief were entirely cut off, and there remained ao 
I^OBBibility of my receiving irherewi thai to enbsiat upon froai 
aqr efiecta in your island, or in England, 1 at last had re- 
coutM to nirangers for that aid and comfort which was de- 
nied me by those friends whom I had entrusted with my all. 
The good offices which are rendered to persons in their ex- 
treme need, oo^t to make deep impressions on grateful 
minds. In my caise, I feel the truth of that sentiment, and 
am bound by gratitude as well as honor to follow the for- 
times of my late benefactors. 

I have lately seen Mr. Secaton, (late manager on the es- 
tate of Archibald Stuart, Esq.) who informed me that Mr^. 
Ferguson had quitted Orange Valley, on being charged with 
the unjust apphcation of the property of his employers. I 
have been, and am extremely concerned at this account v — 
I wish to disbelieve it, although it seems too much of a piece 
with &e unfair advantage wUch, to all cppmran^ty be look 
of me, when he left me in exile for twei^y months^ a prey 
to melancholy and i^ant, and withheld niy property without 
writing a word in excuse of his conduct. 

Thus circumstanced, I have taken the liberty of sending 
yon a letter of attorney by Capt. Gleaveland, who under- 
takes to deliver it himself^ as he goes for Tobago via. Mar- 
tinico. You have, enclosed, a copy of a list of debts ac- 
knowledged^ which I received from Mr. Parson when I 
saw you last at Orange Valley. You have also, a list of 
debts contracted with me, together with Feiguson's receipt,"* 
and there remained a considerable property unsold, besides 
some best Madeira wine, which he had shipped for London. 
By the state of accounts which I sent to England on my 
arrival on this Continent, there was a balance due to me 
from the ship Betsey, of 909/. 1 bs. 3d« sterling ; and in my 
accoont with Robert Young, Esq. of Uie 39th of January, 

* Copies of thcM lists are enclosed in the copy which C«pt Jooes re^ 
tainedof this letter, and are now in the possession of the author of this vo> 
lame. They are written in a fair band, and the sums put down in count- 
ing^-house oi^er. 
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]77f, there appeared a balMoe in my far<»rof ^li. i^.lid, 
flteriiiig. Tilese muk exeeed mjr di«A» Md jatt deUo 
tegether, eor that if I anftirtf d^t ifitti, i o«q|M t« vecmt^ 

Ton wW ptc^se to ebeerre, )ttet iMre were nine piwfeB 
of coafse camlet iUpped at Cotftf) 4v$r4md ulni^e $ki qman" 
dhf etfrt9ied m th$ bitt ^ UMfkg. It seems the iMimeiiB, 
^dinglfaeir miitihet applied for the goody, and, ai f MVe 
b«e* iafonoed flNim Grefiadi, Mr. Feiguson laid ImIM of tin 
oppoftliiiitT to pfopagate a rcpoit ttat all (he goods wUch 
I fat iolo ma liaiidi mu Ale properly of tbat house in Corl:, 
It this base suggestion has ^iaed belief, it accoants for all 
the n^lect which I have experienced. But, however, my 
connexions are changed-"- my principles as a man of can^ 
dor and of integrity are the same ; therefore, shotdd there 
not be a sufficiency of my property in England to answer 
my jttst debts, I declare ttiat it is m}[ first wish to make up 
sach deficiency from my property in Tobago; and were 
even that also to fall short, I am ready and willing to make 
full and ample remittances from hence, upon hearing from 
yoo (he tmestate of my aflairs* As I hope my dear mother 
IS atill aiive, f must inmrm you that I wish my property in 
Tobago or in England, after payii^ my just debts, to be 
applied for her support Your own feeJings, my dear Sir, 
make it unnecessary for me to use ar^mentd to prevail 
widi you on tills tender pcfint. Any* remittances which you 
majr be enabled to make, -throng the hsUids of my good 
friend, Capt. John Plainer, of CoA, will be faithfuny put 
into her liands. $ie has several orphan grand-children to 
prtn/lde ibr. I have made no apology for giving you this 
trouble : my situation wiH, I trust, obtain your fr^ pardpn, 
You caui, if you olease, ccnrespond wim me via. any of 
die Preuch or Dutch islands, by addressing your letters to 
Joto P* clones, and care of the Hon. Robert Morris, Esq. 
PhiladelpMa, or T can hear from you through the hands of 
my fiieiia, Capt. Phuner ; he is frequently at Grenada, and 
perhaps may be tibere when this reaches your hands. 
I am always, with perfect esteem, &c. 

Hie Hanger at tettgth potto sear&nd, on AieSd of Deeem-' 
ber t7T7, arrived at Miitss in France. F/om that pott 
CavL Jones proeeeded, on the lath of Pebruaiy t77S, to 
QiAbes^oa Bay, and Brest, where he saluted the French 
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Adsiiral, Count ly OrviUiere, mth tbirteen guns, which wh§ 
returoed with nbie. This wa» the first salute of honoar 
that ^ American fiag had received from a foreign man- 
of-war. Jones delajred his satate, nntil assumed from au- 
tbmty, that the comphment wonld be reciprocated* 

Whilst at Nantest Capt. Jones Wai» fayored by the 
American Commissioners wilh a letter of credit for 500 
louis d'ors, which proves that he acted ia concert with 
the public authorities of the United States, both at home 
and abroad. As a document establishing this 6ict,.it is 
deemed proper to embody it in Ibis account of Us life. 

Passyj Jaru 10th. 1778* 
Jonathan Williahs^ Es<|. JfanUs* 

Sir, 
We desire you would advance to Capt. Paul Jones, of 
the Ranger, five hundri^ louis d^ors, for which your draft 
upon us will be paid. 
• i We are, Sir, 

Your most obedient servants, 

6. FaAVEtm, - 
Silas Duau^ 
A&THUB Lbs. 

After cousideraSle delay and ipany obstacles, most of 
which he attribut^ed to the want of cordiality in the first 
lieutenant of the Ranges and a spirit of mutiny among 
the crew, he sailed from Brest on the 13th of April, on a 
cruize in the Irish Channel, entered upon a veiy hazard- 
ous enterprise against Whitehaven, ana spread great ter- 
4 TOT al<»ig the shores of Great Britain and Ireland. 

On the same day of the descent at Whitehaven, another 
memorable occurrence took place, wluch contributed, for 
a time*; to add greatly to the odium which the first had 
brou^t on his character, but which in the end enabled him 
to prove that he was possessed of the most disinterested 
and heroic qiialities. In cruising off the coast of Gallo- 
way, it occurred to him, that, u he could get into his 
y power a man of high rank and influence in ue state, he 

should be able, by retaining him as a hostage, to ensure to 
the American prisoners of war more lenient treatment from 
the British government Knowing that the Earl of Selkirk 
posseened a seat in St. Mary's Isle, a heautifiil peninsula at 
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the mootb of the Dee, and b^ing iU-iiiformed with regard to 
the Dolitical connexions of that noUeaHak^ he destined him 
for the snbject of his experiment. 

It was in this adirenture that he permitted the seisare of 
the plate of Lord Selkiric, at St. Mary's Isle, which he after^ 
ward purchased and restored. 

National prejudice has misrepresented this transaction; 
and in order to hei^ten the popnkr indignation against 
Jones, it has been common to state, that his atteinpt cm the 
person, and as it was supposed, the property of Lord Sel- 
kirk, was aggravated by ingratitade, his father havii^ eaten 
of that nobleman's bread. Nothing can be more ialse. 
Neither Mr. Paal, nor any of his kindred, ever was in the 
earl's employ, or had even the most distant connexion with 
his lordship, or his family ; and in a correspondence which 
took place betwixt Jones and Lady Selkirk, relative to the 
restitution of the plate, a most honorable testimony was grate- 
fully paid by Lord Selkirk to the Captain's character. 

In connexion with the attempt upon Whitehaven, was the 
capture of the British ship of war Drake, of 30 guns. Cap- 
tain Jones has given so particular an account of these ex- 
ploits in a letter to the Commissioners of the United States, 
at Paris, that it will be preferred to any narrative of them 
that could be framed by another hand : 

Letter to the American Comkissioners at Paris. 

« 

Brest, May, 27, 1778. 
Gevtlbmbn, 

I now fulfil tiie promise made in my last, by giving you an 
account of my late expedition. 

I sailed from Brest 10th of April. My plan was extensive. 
I tiierefore, did not, at the begmnii^, wish to encumber my- 
self wifli prisoners. On the 14th I took a brigantine be- 
tween ScvUa and Cme Clear, bound from Ostend with a 
caigo of raucseed for Ireland, sunk her, and proceeded into 
St. Geoige's Channel. On the 17th I took the ship Lord 
(^tfaam, bound firom London to Dublin, with a caigo con- 
sisting of porter and a variety of merchandise, and almost 
within sidbt of her port ; the ship I manned and ordered for 
Brest. Towards tiie evening of the day. following, the 
weather had a promising apoeamnce, said the winds being 
&vondrie I stood over firom tne Isle of Han, with an inten- 
tion to make* a descent at Whitehaven. At 10 o'clock, I 
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was off thehaibwr with a f4i^ of volifiBtecra, aai bad 
everv aim ia xvadmesa to tod, b«t, before deveo, tbe 
wind greatly increased, and shifted so as (o blow duecdj 
upoo tbe shore; the sea increased of course, and it became 
impossible to effect a landing. This obl^ed me to cany 
all possible sail, so as to clear the land, and to await a more 
favorable opportunity. Oi> the 1 8th, in Gknbue Bay, on 
the south coast of Scotland, I met with a revenue wheny ; 
it being the common practice of these vessels to board mer* 
chant ships, and the Ranger ttien having no external ^* 
pearance of war, it was expected that this royer would have 
*come aloogside. I was, however, mistaken, for, tlioug^ ttie 
itoen were at their quarters, yet this vessel outsailed tbe 
Ranger, and got clear, in spite of a severe cannonade. 

The next momir^) off the Mull of Galloway, I found my-^ 
self so near a Scotch coasting schooner, loaded with bar- 
ley, that. I could not avoid sinking her« Understanding 
that 10 or 12 sail of aoerehant dbips, besides a tender 
brigantine, with a number ef impressed seamen on beard, 
were at anchor in Lou^ryan in Scotland, I thought (his 
an enterprise worthy attention, but the wind^ which at the 
first, would have served equally weH to sail in or out of the 
Lough, shifted in a hard squall so as to blow almost directly 
in, wid) an appearance of bad weattier; I was therefore 
obliged to abandon my project. 

Seeing a cutter off the lee-bow steering for the Clyde, I 

S^ve ch^ in hopes of cutting her off; but finding my ai- 
eavours ineffectual, I pursued no farther than ibe rock of 
Ailsa. In the evening I fett in with a sloop from Dublin, 
which I sunk to prevent intell^^ce. 

The next day, the 21st, being near CartickfeignB, a fsh- 
ing boat came oi^ which 1 detained. I saw a ship at an- 
chor in the road, which, I was informed by the fimrnsan, 
was &e British ship of war Drake^ o£ 20 guns. I de* 
termined to attack her in tbe ni^t. My piaa was to 
overlay her cable, and to lall upon her bow, so as to hwe 
aU her decks open, and exposed to our onttkelry^ Axu ; at 
the same time it was my intenftioa to have setour^ dm ene- 
my by gmpliogs, so tiiat, had they cut tfaear cables, they 
woura net thereby have attained an advanti^. The wind 
was hi^ and unfortunately, the andmr was ikot Ibt go 
so soon as the order was given ; so that tbe Ruiger was 
brought up on the enemy\i quarter, at tie dislteoe of fanlf 
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a GtUe'fl Ic&gtba We faftd Hiade no warlike appearance, ol' 
coune bad girea no alarm : this determined me t» cut im- 
mediatelyt which mi^ appear as if the cable had parted, 
miAf at the same time, enabling .me, after making a tack out 
of the Lough, to return with the same prospect of advan^ 
tega which 1 had at the first. I was, however, prevented 
firom returning; as I with difficulty weathered the tij^t- 
hovse on the lee side of the Lough, and as the gale in* 
creased. 

The weather now became so very stormy and severe, and 
the sea so high, that I was obliged to take shelter under the 
aouth shore of Scotland. The 22d introduced fitir wea- 
ther; thou^ the diree kingdoms as far as the eye could 
reach were covered with snow. I now resolved, once 
more to attempt Whitehaven ; but the wind became vecy 
lighty so that the ship could not in proper time, approach 
BO near as I luid intended. At midnight 1 left the ship, 
with two boats, and thirty-one volunteers. When we 
reached the .outer pier, the day b^an to dawn. 1 would 
not, however, abandon my enterprise ; but despatched one 
boat under the direction of Mr. Hill and Lieutenant Wal- 
luiglilbfd^ with ihe necessary combustibles, to set fire to fte 
shipping on the north side of the harbor, while I went with 
the other party, to attempt the south side* I was successful 
in scaling the walls, and spiking up all the cannon in the 
fint fort. Finding tibfe sentinels uiut op in the guard house, 
tihey were secured without being hurt. Having fixed senti« 
nda, I now took with me one man only, (Mr. Green,) and 
apiked up all the cannon on the southern fort ; distant from 
the other, a quarter of a mile. 

On ikiv return from this business, I naturally expected to 
aeette fire of the ships on the north side, as well as to find 
my own party widi every tlung in readiness to set fire to the 
fllMppiog m the south, instead of this, I found the boat un- 
der the direction of Mr. Hill and Mr. Wallingsford returned, 
and the party in some confusion, their light having burnt 
cni at nie instant when it became necessary, ^y the 
staMgttt lataUty, my own party were in the same situation, 
tbecandles being all burnt out. The day too came on apace ; 
yH I would by no means retreat, while any hopes of success 
s0nained. Having a^n placed sentinek, a Ikht was ob- 
tnineAat a house diqomed from the town ; and fire waa kin* 
^ed ia tiie steerage of a latge ship, which was surrounded 
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by at least an hundred and fiffy otfien, cfai^y firom two to 
foor hundred tons barthen, and iajing side by side agioiind, 
unwirrounded by the water. There were besides, from 
seventy to an hundred large ships in the north arm of the 
harbor, aground, clear of the water, and divided from the 
rest only by a stone pier of a ship's heidit* I shoold haye 
kindled fir^ in other places, if the time bad permitted. As 
it did not, our care was to prevent the one kindled from being 
easily extinguished. After some search, a barrel of. tar 
was found, and poured into the flames, which now ascended 
from all the hatchways. The inhabitants b^an to appear 
in thousands ; and individuak ran hastily towards us. I 
stood between them and the ship on fire, with a pistol in my 
hand, and ordered them to retire, which they diid with pre- 
cipitation. The flames had already cax^t tibe riggii^, and 
began to ascend the mainmast : — ^le sun was a ii3l hour's 
march above the horizon ; and as sleep no longer ruled the 
world, it was time to retire. We re-embariced without op* 
position, having released a number of prisoners, as our boats 
could not carry them. After all my people had embarked, I 
stood upon the pier for a considerable time, yet no pereons 
advanced. 1 saw all the eminences around the town covered 
with the amazed inhabitants. 

When we had rowed to a considerable distance from die 
shor^, <he English began to nin in vast numbers to their 
forts. Their disappointment may easily be imagined, when 
the^ found at least thirty heavy cannon, the instruments of 
their vengeance, rendered useless. At length, however, they 
bqgan to fire *, having, as I apprehend, either brou^t down 
ship guns, or used one or two cannon, which lay on the 
beach at the foot of the walls, dismounted, and which had 
not been spiked. They fired with no direction ; and the 
shot falling short of the boats, instead of doing us any da- 
mage, afforded some diversion ; which my people could not 
help showing, by discharging dieir pistols, &c. in return of 
the salute. Had it been possible to nave landed a few hours 
sooner, my success would have been complete. Not a sin* 
gle ship, out of more than two hundred, could possibly have 
escaped, and all die world would not have been able to save 
the town. What was done, however, is sufficient to show, 
that not all their boasted navy can protect their own coasts ; 
and that the scenes of distress, which they have occasioned 
in America, may be soon brought home to their own door. 



One of mj pet^le was missing; and must, I tear, have &!!• 
eitiato the enemies* hands afier our departure. I was 
pleaaedtbat in this buainess we neither killed nor wounded 
aoT persoR. I brouf^t off three prisoners as a lampU, 

We now stood over for the Scotch ehore ; and 1 landed 
at noon at St. Mary's Isle, with one boat only, and a very 
ranall party. The motirea which induced me to land Utora, 
are explained in the within copy of a letter which I have 
addressed to the Counteta of SeUdrk, dated the Stbioat-. 

On the morning of the 34th, Iwae again off Carric|tfe^BU8> 
andwould hare gone iD,had 1 not seen the I^ake prapfng 
tocoine out It was very modarate> and the Drue's boat 
VBs salt out to reconnoitre the Ranger. As the boat ad- 
vanced, 1 kept the ahip's stem directly towards her ; and 
though tbey luid a spy-^ass in the boat, tbey c^me on witbia 
hail, and aI<Hig side. Whea the officer came on the quarter 
deck, be was greatly surprised to fiod himself a prisoner } al' 
though an express had arrived from Whitehaven the nu^t 
before. 1 now understood, what 1 had before imagined, oat 
the Drake came out in coDaet|uence of this imormation, 
with volunteers, against the Ranger. The officer toU me 
also, that they bad. taken ap the Ranger's anchor. . The 
Drake was attended by five sooall vessels full of people, who 
were led by curiosity to see an engagement. But wbafi 
tbey saw tlie Drake's boat at the Ranger's stem, tbey wisely 
put back. 

Alarm smokes now appeared in great abundance, extend- 
ii^ along on both sides of the channel. The tide was un- 
favorable, BO that the Drake worked out but slowly. This 
obl^ed me to run down several times, and to lay with cour- 
ses up, and main-topsail to the mast. At length the Drake 
weauered the point, and having led her out to about roid- 
cha^Ml, I sufiered her to come within hail. The Drake 
laHsted English colours, and at the same instant, the Ameri- 
can Stan were displayed od board the Ranger. 1 expected 
that prefeice had Been now at au end, but tiie enemy soon 
after hailed, demanding what ship it was ? I directed the 
master to -answer, " the American Uontinental ship Ranger ; 
ttiat we waited for tbem, and desired that they would come 
oa ; the sun was now little more than an hour from setting, 
it was tiiereJbre time to begin." The Drake being astern 
of -the Ranger, I ordered tite helm up, and gave her the first 
broadside. The action was warm, close, and obstiQate. It 



lasted an boar and fmr nuDutes, whea tiie esettiy callMI for 
qmrten ;^ her fote «aA BaaiR-topseil ywd* beiag beA Cut 
acwtf, ftod doffn on tbe cap ; the top-gallaBt yard snd aitea- 
fftS b<rtb iMiign^ w and itnrn along tbe mast ; Ae secMid 
eam^ wldch tiwy nad bohted shot awBT, and liaBgiiig on 
Ae qsarter CBDery in tbe water ; tbe ji» ebot away, aad 
hu^R^in tne water; her sails smA rig^g entiraly cut to 
pi«tes ; her ra&stff and yards all wounded, »d her iraU also 
very mnch eaHed. i loit only Liest WaHoigBfiH^ vai eoe 
[Himwiii. Jmb Dougall, kHIed, uid six vouded; moiig 
wtMmarc tbe gtmner, Mr. Fftlls, and Mr. Powers, atnithkip* 
man, wbo lost his arm. One of tbe woimded, MaAunel 
VRVk, ts nnee dead : tbe rest will recover. Tbe lost of Ibe 
enemy m killed and woanded, was far greats. Alt ttte pri- 
MDflrsanow, tiutfbeycatne out withaBanbernotless ma 
a handred and mxty men : and many <A then affina dwt 
diey anouRted to an tmndred and ninety. Tbe nediom 
may, perhaps, be tbe most exact account; and l^tbet it 
will appear Aat they lost in killed uid woanded, forty two 
tneo. The captain and lievtenant were amoa^ tbe wocrided. 
Tbe fenner, baring received a musket ball in be head die 
nuBUtebefore tbey called ft>r quarters; lived, sod was sensi- 
ble soBM time after my people toarded tbe prize, fte 
lieutenuit surrived two dajs. They w«re bnned with the 
honors dae ta their rank, and wift the reqtect doe to tiieir 
memory. 

The ni^ and abnost ttie whole day after &e action besng 
moderate, greatly facilitated the refitting trf both atipa, A 
large brieantiBe was so near die Drake in tbe aftenmoa, that 
I was obliged to brine her too. She belonged to Whiteha- 
ven, and was bound for Norway. 

I had thought of retnming by tbe soutti channel ; but (he 
wind shifting, 1 detemkied to pass by the north, and roond 
tbe west coast of Ireland . This iHroagfat me once more off 
Belbat Loue4i. on the evenincr after fiieenpaffement. Hwas 
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home in Dublin. Tfaejr took nith them one of the Drs^e^s 
aaiby which would anciently explain what had happened 
to the volttnteera. The ^tefiil fishennen were in raptures j 
and ei^ressed their joy m throe huzzas as they passed the 
Ranger's quarten 

I again niet with ctatrary winds in &e mouth of the Nortii 
Channel, but nothing remarkable happened, till on the morn- 
ing of the 5th) current, Ushant then bearine S. E* by S., 
distance fifteen lei^es, when seeing a sail to leeward steer* 
ing for the Ghannd, the wind being fiivorable for Brest^ and 
the distance triflin^^ . I resolved to ^ve chase, having the 
Drake in tow. I mifonned them of my intentions, and or* 
dered them to cast off. They cut the hawser* The ^ Ran- 
ger in the chase went lasking between N. N. £• and N. N4 
W. It lasted an hour and ten minutes, when the chase was 
hailed and proved a Swede. I immediately hauled by the 
wind to the sou^ward. 

After catting the hawser, the Drake went from the wind 
for aodie time, tiien hauled close by the wind, steering from 
S. S. E. to S. S. W. as die wiod permitted, so that when 
flie Ranger spoke the chase the Drake was scarcely percep-» 
tible. m (he course of ttK day many large ships appearedi 
ateeiinginto the Channel, but ttie extraordinai]^ evolutions, 
dT tte IhBke made it iQipossiUe .for me to avail myself of [ 

tiiese favorable circumstanced. Towards noon it becania { 

Tery squally, the wind backed f^m the S. W. to the W. 
The Ranger had come up with the Drake, and vras nearly { 

abreast of her, though considerably to the leeward, when 
Ihe wind shifted. T%e Drake was, however, kept by the ' 

wind, dioudi, as I afterward understood, they knew, the 
Ranger, and saw the sijpal which she had hoisted^ . After 
▼arioos evolutions and signals in the ni^t, I gave chase to 
a sail wbiiph appeared bearing S. S. W. the next morning aft 
a great distance. The chase discovered no intention to 
speak witti ttie Rai^r ; she was, however, at length brought 
to, and proVed to be the Drake. I immediately put Lieut^^ 
Simpson under suspension and arrest, for disobeditace 6t 
my orders^ dated the 36th ult., a copy whereof is here en^ 
closed. On ttie 8th, both ships anclu>red safe in this Road, 
the Ranger having been absent oifly twen^-eight days.-^- 
CouU I suppose tlutt my letters of the 9di and 1 6th current, 
(the first ftdvisii^ you of my arrival, and giving reference 
to the events.of my expe^tion ; the .last advising ytou of my 

G 
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draft in finvor of Monsieur Bersolle^ for 24^000 UTree, and 
BBBtgokag reasons for that demand,) bad not made due ap- 
pearance, I would hereafter, as I do now, enclose copies. 
Three posts have already arrived hero from Paris, since 
Compte d'Orvilliers showed me the answer which he recei- 
ved from the minister, to the letter which enclosed mine to 
von. Yet you remain silent.' M. BeraoUe has this moment 
mformed me of the fate of my bills ; the more extraoiA* 
nary, as J have not yet made use of your letter of credit of 
the lOth of January last, whereby I then seemed entitled to 
call for half the amount of my last draft, and I did not ex* 
pect to be tiiou^t extravagant, when, on the lGQ^ cunent, 
J doubled that demand. Could this indignity be kept secret 
I should disregard it ; and, though it is already public in 
Brest, and in ue flee^ as it aflfects only my private credit^ 
I will not complain. I cannot, however, be silent when I 
find the public credit involved in die same disgrace. I eon« 
ceive this might have been prevented. To make me com<* 
pletely wretched, Monsieur BersoUe has told me that he 
now stops his hand, not onl v of the necessary articles to refit 
tiie ship, but also of the dautf pramunu* I know not where 
{o find to-morrow's dinner mr die great number of mouths 
that depend on me for food. Are then the continental ships 
of war to depend on the sale of their prizes for a daity din« 
ner for their men ? ^^ Publbh it not in Gath !'' 

My officers, as well as men, want clothes, and die prizes 
are precluded from beii^ sold before &rther orders arrive 
fixmi the minister. I wiH adc you, gendemen, if I have de- 
served all this ? Whoever calls himself an American oug^t 
to be protected here. I am unwilling to think that yon 
have intentionally involved me in this sad dilemma, at a trnie 
when I ought to expect some enjoyment. Therefore I have, 
as formerly, the honor to be, with due esteem and respect, 
gendemen, yours, &c. ^ 

The copy of the letter to Ladv Selkirk, to wMcb Capt. 
Jonefl alludes, is in the words fouowing. It is coached in 
terms as politic as gallant : 

Ranger^ Bnst^ Mag 8I&, 177a. 
The Rig^t Hon. the Countess of Sslkibk. 

Madam, 
It cannot be too much lamented, that, in the profession 
of arms, the officer of fine feeling and of real seasihilityy 



61 



flhoiild be under tte necessitjr of wiokiQg at any action of 
penons under hiB comnland which his heart cannot approve f 
but the reflection is doublj severe, when he finds himself 
obliged, in appearance, to countenance such actions hj his 
aut£>rihr. 

This hard case was mine, when, on the 33d of April last, 
I landed on St. Mary's Isle. Knowing Lord Selkirk's inte- 
rest with his king, and esteeming, as I do, his private cha- 
racter, I wished/to make hhn ^ haj^pj instrument of alle^ 
viating ihe horrors of hopeless captivity, when the brave 
are overpowered and made prisoners of war. 

It was, perhaps, fortunate for you, Madam, that he was 
from home ; for it was my intention to have taken him on 
board the Banger, and to have detained him until, through 
his means, a general and fair exchange of priscmers, as well 
in Europe as in America, had been efiected* 

Wh^i I was informed, by some men whom I met at land- 
ing, that his lordship was ansent, 1 walked back to my boat, 
determined to leave the island. By the way, however, some 
cfficen, who wece with me, could not forbear expresnng 
their discontent ; observing that, in America^ no delicacy 
was shown by the English, who took away all sorts of move- 
able property^ — setting fire, not only to towns and to the 
houses of the rich, without distinction, but not even qparing 
tiie wretched hamlets and milch-cows of the poor and hdp- 
less, at the approach of an inclement winter. That party 
had been witti me, the same morning, at Whitehaven ; some 
ooQ^ihisance, therefore, was their due. I had but a mo- 
ment to think how I might gratify them, and at the same 
time do your ladyship the least injury. I charged the two 
officers to. permit none of the seamen to enter the house, or 
to hurt any thi|ig about it-^to treat you, Madam^v^.i^th the 
utmost respect-^ accept of the plate which was offered*-* 
and to come away without makii^ a search, or demanding 
any thing else. 

I am induced to believe that I was punctually obeyed; 
nnce I am informed, that the plate which they btou^t away 
is far short of the quantity expressed in the inventorv vriiich 
accompanied it. I have gratified my men ; and when the 
plate is sold, I shall become 'the pun^iaser, and will gratify 
my own ieeUngs by restoring it to you, by such conveyance 
as you shall please to direct. 



Had die earl been oq board the Ranger the following 
evening, be would have Been die awAit pomp and dveadibl 
carnage of a sea engagement ; both afibrding ample aol^t 
for the pencil, as well w melancholr reflection to the con- 
templa^ve mind. {Jumanihr starts back from socb scenes 
of horror, and cannot suifici^tly exeprat^ the vile promo- 
ten of this detestable wan 



The British ship of war Drake, mounting twenty guns, 
with more than ber fall complement of officers and men, 
*****, The ships met, and the advantage was dispnted 
with great filrtitude o'h each side, for an hour and four min- 
utes, when the gallant commander of the Diake fell, and 
victor; declared in favor of the Ranges The amiable lieu- 
tenant lay mortally wounded, besides near forty of the infe- 
rior officers and crew killed and wounded. A melancholy 
demonstration of the nncertainty of human pro^tecto, and 
of the sad reverse of fortune which an hour can produce. 
I buried Ifaem in « spacious grave, with the honors due to 
the memory of the brave. 

Though I have drawn my sword in tbe present generous 
struggle for the rights of men, yet I am not in arms as an 
American, nor am I in punuit ot riches. My fortune is libe- 
ral enoi^, having no wife nor lamily, and havii^ lived loi^ 
enough to know that riches cannot ensure happiness. I pro- 
fess myself a citizen of the world, totally unfettered by the 
little, mean distinctions of climate or of cosntr^, wtiich di- 
minish the benevolence of the heart and set bounds to phi- 
lanthropy. Before this war was begun, I had, at an wiy 
time of life, withdrawn from sea service, is &vor of '* calm 
contemplation and poetic ease.*' 1 have sacrificed not onljr 
my bvorite scheme of life, but the softer aflections of the 
heart, and my prospects of domestic happiness, and I am 
ready to sacrifice my life also, with cbeenatness, if tint for- 
feiture could restore peace and good will among mankind. 
Ab Mis fooiiiun aT it™..- gentlc hosom cuinot but be con- 
entreat you, Madam, to use your 
husband^, to endeavor to stop Qm 
', in which Britain never can sue- 
T countenance the barbanos and 
)ritons in America, which savages 
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wonld Mosh at, and which, if not discontinued, will soon be 
^netaHated on Britain by a justily enraged people. Should 
yon &tl in this, (for 1 am persuaded that you will attempt 
it— ^nd who can resist die power of such an advocate ?) your 
endeatoiB to eflect a general exchange of prisoners, will be 
an act of humanity which will afford yoc^ golden feelings on 
a death-bed. 

I Jiope this cruel contest will scibn be closed ; but should 
it continue, I wage no war with Ae fair. I acknowledge 
their force, and bend before it with submission. Let not, 
therefore, tte amiable Countess of Setkiric regard me as an 
eneonr. I am ambitious of h^ esteem and friendship, and 
would do any thing, consistent wiA my duty, to merit it. 

The honor of a line from your hand, in answer to this, 
will lay me under a singular obligation ; and if I can render 
you any acceptable service in France or elsewhere, I hope 
you see into my character so far as to command me without 
the least grain of reserve. 

I wisl^ to IniQ^, ezactlv, the behaviour of my people ; as 
I det^rmy^e to punish tqipiii, if they have exceeded thetr 
liberal 

I an^, Madam, witti sentiments of tfa^ highest respect, 
Your Ladyslup's most obedient, humble servant, 

Paul Jones. 

On tiie subject of Capt. Jones^ ofier to restore the plate 
taken from the residence of Lord Selkirk, there is a letter 
from Dr. Fraiddin, evincmg rather a proud disposition in flie 
Scotch peer, an^ indicative of his disinclination to accept a 
favor or tfie kind from Jones. It follows : — 

Pass^j Feb. Uthj IT79. 

I^AB CaPTAIIT, 

Mr. Alexander oalled here this mommg to deliver a little 
message to be commnnicated to you, from Lord Selkirk. 
The purport was, that his lordship had written an answer 
to your letter: whicA answer, after having ^been detained 
many monttis in the post-office, had been sent back to him. 
That, as to the prmosttion of returning the plate, if it was 
made by order of Congress, or any public body, he would 
accept of it, and endeavor ta> make suitable returns for the 
favor ; but if by a private person's generosity, tii^ captain's 
for instance, he. could by no ineans receive it. You will 
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now judge whether it is worth while to give youxself anj 
fartfier trouble about that matter* 

I amy with great regard, dear Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servaati 

B. Franklin. 

On the Ist of March, 1780, Jones wrote again to Lady 
Selkirk, as follows : — 

V Orient, March 1st, 1780. 
Tlie Right Hon. the Countess of Selkirk, ) 
&c. &€• St. Mary^s Isle, Scotland. 3 
Madam, 

It b now ten or eleven months since his Excellency Ben- 
jamin Franklin, Esq. Minister Plenipotentiary for the Uni- 
ted States of America at the Court of France, communica- 
ted to me a message from the earl, your husband, in a letter 
to his friend, Mr. Alexander, at Paris, in substsince as fol- 
' lows : — ^That he, the Earl of Selkirk, had written an answer 
to the letter that I had the honor to write to your'ladyslup 
in May, 1778, froin Brest, respecting your plate; which 
answer, after being detained for several month^ at London, 
in the general post-office, bad been returned to Scotland. 
He, therefore, wished Mr. Alexander to infonu the concern- 
ed, that if the plate was to be restored by Congress, or by 
any public body, it would be accepted, 8ic. ; but if, throodi 
the generosity of an individual, his dcJicacy would scruple 
to receive it, &c. 

The true reason why I have not written to you since I 
received the above information, has been, because the plate 
is but now come into my possession from the public agents; 
and I have, besides, been, for the greatest part of the time, 
absent from this kingdom. 

I have now the satisfaction to inform you, that Congress 
has relinqviahed their real or sufppos^^ interest in the phte, 
and, for my own part, I scorn to add to my fortune by such 
an acquisition. Aa for the part claimted by the few men 
^o landed with ine on St. Mary's Isle, it is of litUe canse- 
auence, and they are already satisfied. Thu?) yoo see, Ua- 
oam, that the earl's objection is removed. 

The plate is lodged here, in the hands of Messrs* Gour- 
lade & Moylan, who hold it at your disposal, and will for^ 
ward it ameable to your orders, by land or by water to 
Holland, Ostend. or any other port you think proper* . 
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t shall be happy j by my conduct throueh life, to merit the 
good opinion of the Earl and Countess of Selkirk ; for I am, 
with great esteem and profound respect, Madam, your lady* 
ship'a moat obedient and most humble servant* 

fxvh JoNES« 

Paria^ Sept. Uth, 1784* 
To Capt. Paul Jones, Paris* 

Sir, 
M • the Count de Vei^ennes has delivered to me the let^ 
ter which you had written to him, to ask his permission to 
tran^ort bjr land from L'Orient to Calais, the plate of Lady 
Selldik, which you had permitted to be taken by your peo- 
pie durnig the last war, and which yon afterward purchased 
to return to her ladyship. 

That action, Sir, is worthy of the reputation which you 
acquired by your conduct, and proves that true valor per^ 
iectly agrees with humani^ and generosity* 

It gives me pleasure to concur in the execution of this. 
honorable proceeding. 

I have, ttierefore, given orders to the Farmer^s General 
to permit die transportation of the plate from L'Orient to 
Calais, free of duty, and you may write to your correspond- 
ent at L^Orient to deliver it to the director of the posts, who 
will take upon himself the care of having it transported to 
Calais, and to fulfil all the necessary fonmdities. 
^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

Db Calonne^ 

The Right Hon. the Count- 1 n„ xr o*l t •jo a 
e88orS««nik. I Pans, JTov. 8th, 1784. 

Madam, 

Since die moment when I found mvself under (he neces- 
sity fa permit my men to demand and carry off your family 
plate, it has been my constant intention to restore it to you, 
and 1 wrote to you to that effect from Brest, the moment I 
had arrived there fit>m my expedition in the Irish Sea. 

Bj the letter which I had the honor to write to Lord Sel- 
kirk, the 13th of Februaiy last, which will accompany this, 
I have explained the difficulties that prevented the plate 
from being restored until that time. I had expectation, all 
the last summer, that opportunities would have offered to 
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fend it by sea from L'Orient to London ; bat bang disi^ 
pointed, i appU^ to government for leave to transport it 
diroaglh the kingdom by land, and die Duke of Dorset has 
been so obliging as to write to the costom-bouse at Dover, 
requesting diero to let it pass to London, without being open- 
ed* It is now arrived here, and will be fiMwarded inunefi- 
ately to your sister in London, under the lead that has been 
affixed to the case that contains iLby the Panler's General 
at L^Orient, and the seal of the Duke of Dorset, (hat has 
been aftxed to it here. The chaiges to London are paid, 
and I have directed it to be delivered at tfie bouse of yosr 
ttster* 

I could have wished to have ended ttiis delicate business 
by ddivering the plate to you at St Mary's Isle, in Scot- 
land; but I conform to the arrangement made between Lord 
Selkirit and Mr. Alexander, because I have no person in 
London whom I can charge with the transportation of the 
plate from thence. Enclosed is the inventoiy that t have 
just received from Mr. Nesbitt, from L'Orient, which I pre- 
sume you will find to correspond with the one he sent last 
year to Lord Dare, and with the articles Which you put into 
the hands of my men. 

I am, Madam, with sentiments of the bluest respect, 
Your Ladyship's most obedient 

And most bumble servant, 

Paul Jones. 

From the Count D'Estaino, Cammanier of the lUtt of I£f 

Most Christian Majesty. 

Paris, Dec. ISikj 1785. 
To' Mr. Paul Jones, Commodore in ) 
the Navy of the United States. ) 

SfR, 

It is impossible not to take advantage of vour kindness. 
Never lend me your Journal again, fori must waiii yom tfiat 
I shall read it over and over, and always with iy^neWed plea- 
sure. It is one of those tilings which one absolutely wants 
to know by heart. It is not only a lesson of naval and mili- 
tarr heroism, but, bv your conduct to Lord and Lady Sel- 
kirlc, also one of generosity. 

I am very far from regretting the homage which I have 
been obliged to render to the engagement between Ae Bon 
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Homme Rich^ aD<) the Serapis ; and although I did not 
suppose, while writiog it,* that it might be of anj other use 
th^Q that of procuring ah admission into the Societj of the 
Cincinnati, .1 can t>ut be flattered that joii have thought it 
proper to insert it among the pieces wmch are annexed to 
jour Journal. 

I have the honor to be, 

With the most perfect attachment, . 

Your most obedient servant, 

ESTAING, 

■ London, August 4th, 1789, 
Monsieur le Chevalier Paul Jones, & Paris, 

Sir, 
I received the letter you wrote to me at the time you 
sent off my plate, in order for restoring it. Had I known 
where to direct a letter to you, at the time it arrived in Scot- 
land, I would then have wrote to you ; but npt knowing it» 
nor finding that any of my acquaintance at Edinburg knew 
it, I was obliged to delay writing till I came here ; when, by 
means of a gentleman connected with America, I was told 
M. le Orand was your banker at Paris, and would take 
proper care of a letter for you ; therefore, I enclose, this 
to him. 

Notwithstanding all the precautions you took for the easy 
and uninterrupted conveyance of the plate, yet it met with 
considerable delays : first at Calais, next at Dover, then at 
London ; however, it at last arrived at Dumfries, and I Bare 
say quite safe, though as yet I have not seen it, being then 
at Edinburg. 

I intended to have put an article in Hbe newspapers about 
your having returned it; but before I was informed of its 
Deing arrived, some of your friends, I suppose, had pi|t it in 
the Dumfries newspaper, whence it was immediately copied 
into the Edinbuig papers, and thence into the London ones. 
Since that time, I have mentioned it to many people of fa- 
shion ; and, on all occasions. Sir, both now and formerly, ( 
have done you the justice to tell, that you made an offer of 
returning the plate very soon after your return to Brest; anc|, 
alflioogh you yourself was not at my bouse, but remained at 
the shore with your,boat, thj^t yet you had your officers and 

* latiu recommendation of Capt. Edward Stack for admisaion into the 
Society of Cincinnati. 
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men in such extraordinary good dlBcipline, that your haTittg , 
given them tbc strictest oraerajto behave well, to do no in- 
jury of any kind, to m^e no search, bat only to biii^ 
off what plate was given them ; that in reality they did 
exactly as ordered, and that not one man offered to stir from 
his post on the outside of the bouse, nor entered the doon, 
nor said an uncivil word ; that the two officers staid not a • 
quarter of an hour in the parlour and butler's pantry, while [ ' 
the butler got the plate together, behaved politely, and asked .' j 
for nothing but the plate,anditistantly marched their men off j 
in regular order, and that both officers and men behaved in | 
all respects to well, that it would have done credit to the best ,' . 
disciplined troops whatever. J ' 

Some of the English newspapers, at that time, having put I 
in confused accounts of yoar expedition to Whitehaven and ' 
Scotland, I ordered a proper one of whbt happened in Scot- '^'■ 
land to be put in the London newspapers, by a gestlemaQ -"k 
who was then at my house, by which the good conduct and |^n 
civil behaviour of your officers and men was done justice to, '^i 
and attributed to your order, and the good discipline youf^'nc 
maintained over your people. ":'^^ 

I am, Sir, your most humble servant, ™ > 

Selkirk. ^'~1 

So highly did Dr. Franklin, and Jotm Adams, the Aneti- -j,^ . 
can commissioners to (fae Court of Prance appreciate the,] ^ 
descent upon WtutehaveD, that they proposed to reconunoid j lJ 
tbepeTBOns engaged in it to the Congress, and wrote a letter ,^ 
to Captain Jones to that efiect, of which die subjoined is an ' ' 
extract: ' ^J 

Extract of a letter Jrom their excellencies, Benjamin /Vonft- idee 

Im, and John Adams, to Captain John Panl Jones, datti ^fo[ 

P(M»y, A*fi«J \Oth, 1778. ix^ 

" We shall recommend the men who landed with you af- co( 

Whitehaven, to the fevor of Cot^ess, because we tbink^^H'If 

the; merited it ; but lest our recommendation should mis-^le j 

carry, we wish you to recommend them, and enclose iil'ill, j 

your letter an extract -of this paragraph of -oure. As thejiool 

have done themselves so much honor in this expeditioa'iaj ^ 

pertiaps Congress would a|iprove of the deduction of thfio^^, 

advance at the time of ent^', which they aH received froiKdea^^ 

aade from their wages in America, that the me^l|),^, 

leirprize moneyhere." 
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Captaia Jones, indeed, according to a letter which he ad- ^ 

dressed to the Marine Committee of Congress, was the ^ 

first to suj^l to tiie American commissioners die propriety ^ 

^ of rewarding the brave men who had been concerned in that i 

enterprise. Less anxious about his own fortune than that 
of those who served with him, and merited an extraordinqiry 
recompeo^e; he was ib^ invariable friend of the praise- 
worthy seamen, whose rights he was ever ready to support, 
and whose interests he never failed to advance, when a fa- 
vorable opportunity offered itself for his interposition: 

* 

Bresi, August ISth, 1778. 
To the Honorable the Marine Committee. 
Gevtlrmen, 
It is evident 6t>m the above extract, tiiiat the letter from 

winch it is taken, was written in compliance with my par* 

ticalar request to the Commissioners* It was my intendon 

from the beginning, to beseech you also to recommend the 

men who landed with me at Whitohaven, to the bounty of 

Congress. That service being unprecedented in latter wars, 

accounts for the extreme diflGkuky which I found prevailing 

with the handful of men, who, at last, reluctantly ondertook I 

it. — The men, bawev^, have in jofj jadgment* well merited 

a reward, and the bestowing it liber^ly on so few, would^ I 

hope, have a happy eflfect in prompting others to alten^t . 

ttill greater enterprises^ with such spirit and unanimity as 

wiM generally ensure success, and lead to the most glorious 

nctoiy. 

For me, if i have done niy duty, the contiuaed approba- 
tion of Congress, and the Marine Committee, will make me 
lich indeed, and far more than reward me for aUfe of ser- 
^ce devoted from principles of philan&ropy, to suj4>ort the 
iignity of human nature. 

The court of France having made application without 
nj knowledge, to the commissioners, that I diould remain 
Ar a Kttle time in Europe, and they having consented^ Con- 
iresft will, I flatter myself, approve of my having also con- 
seated to oUige a court, who has asked such a trifle, as a 
^vor, and to whom America owes sucit superior obligaticHB* 
' i^i/, however J command only under iineedom's flas, which I 
We endeavoured to support since it was first displayed* I 
^^ be always ready to return to America, and I hope with 
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i borne improvemeDt, and increase of knowledge .in MaHne 

aflairs, 
^ ' I aiD} with unfeigned sentiments of esteem, 

h and grateful respect, 

Gentlemen, jours, &c. 

-4 

' » ; • 

The Ranger returned from her cruize, and came to anchor 
intheroad of Brest, on the 9th of May 1778. Unhappy dif- 
ferences still prevailed between Capt. Jones and tus first 
lieutenant, whom he accused of disobedience of orders, and 
of incessant efforts to introfluce insubordination among the 
seamen. Prior to Capt Jones's taking command of the 
Ranger, at Portsmouth, New-Hampshire,, his first lieute- 
nant, whose name was Simpson, had instilled into the minds 
of the crew, that Jones was not the real commander of the 
vessel ; that he was, indeed, to have the control during the 
||l ^ passage ; but that, on his arrival ia France, the comn^nd 

^ was to devolve on the lieutenant. Disquietudes arose 

among the men ; Jones and Simpson had personal quarrels ; 
and to such extremities were these unhappy differences 
carried, that the expedition against Whitehaven was near 
miscariying, and the Drake escaping the capture which 
awaittd hen The enterprises of Capt. Jones being out of 
the ordinary routine of naval service, the seamen did^notal- 
always relish them ; and, carrying their notions of civil gov- 
ernment on boiard of a man-of-war, thought they had a just 
claim to be consulted on any occasion when extraordinary 
duty was to be performed. Jones, on the contrary, was a 
strict disciplinarian, required every thing to be done in 
time and place, and enfolded rigid obedience to the orders 
of superiors. It is very probable also, that Lieut. Simp- 
son, understanding that Jones was repairing to France to 
take the command of a vessel of a large class, did really be- 
tiere that he was diere to leave the Ranger under the direc- 
tion of the lieutenant, who mi^t have supposed that he 
was to re-conduct her to America. Whatever the impres- 
sions of Simpson were, and whatever the deportment of 
J^nes, it is certain that great jealousy and animosity 

Sevailed between them, which resulted in the arrest of 
e firmer whilst navigating the Drake to a port in 
Fruice. -Capt^ Jones accused Lieut. Simpson of diiire- 
garding his instructions and signals, and by the followingr 
written order suspended him from command :-^ 
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By John Paul Jones fij^'., Captain in the American 

Navj/j 8/c* 

Sir, 

You are hereby appointetftCommander of our prize, the 
English ship of war, the Drake of 20 guns. You are to put 
Lieut. Simpson under arrest for disobedience of orders. 
You are to keep company with me, and to pay punctual 
attention to the signals delivered herewith for yjour govern- 
ment. You are to superintend the navigation and defence of 
the ship under your command, and to support me as much 
aa possible should we fall in with, and engage, any of the 
enemy's ships. 

The honor of our flag is much concerned in the preser- 
vation of this prize, therefore, keep close by me, and she 
shall not be given tamely up. 

You will take your station on the Ranger's starboard 
quarter, at, or about the distance of a cable length. 
Should bad weather, or any accident, separate* you mun 
^e Ranger, you are to make the best of your way to 
France, and I recommend the pott of Brest to your pre- 
ference. You will secure all the books, charts, instruments, 
and effects belonging to the deceased captain and officers ; 
&c. for which, this shall be yout* order. 

Given on board the American Continental ship of War 
the Ranger, off Ushant, the 7th day of May, 1 778. 

y John Paul Jones. 

To Lieut* Elijah Hall of the 

American Kavy^ commanding 

the prize ship the Drake. 

I certify the above to be a true copy of th^ original in 
tny possesion. Elijah Hall. 

Portsmovih, September ^ih^ \^U. 

When Capt. Jones on his arrival at Brest with his prize, 
found it convenient to put the prisoners of war on board 
tile Drake, he deemed it necessary to remove Lieut. Simp- 
son to a ship lying in the port, called the Admiral, in which 
he had a good stote-room, and liberty to walk (he deck. 
He was, however, quite restless, and sent a message to the 
officers and crew of the Ranger, that he had been put in 
prison. This excited a considerable sensation, and such 
was Simpson's behaviour subsequently, that Jones, upon a 
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representation of the necessity of it, from Count D'Orvil- 
liers, the French Admiral, actually placed the lieutenant 
in close confinement. Capt. Jones, nevertheless, cherished 
no enmity to Lieutenant Simpson. On the contrary, be 
afterward assented to his liberation ; and, when a qaestion 
arose as to who should command the Ranger on her retnm 
to America, and it was proposed to give it to another, it 
was Jones who interfered in his behalf, and urged the pro- 
priety of placing Lieut. Simpson in command, for the pinr- 
f>ose of navigating her back to Portsmouth. He accordine- 
y took charge of that vessel on the S9th of July 1778, and ar- 
rived at Portsmouth on th^ 16th of October following, hav- 
ing made several prizes on the passage home. 

The apprehensions which Jones infused along the coasts 
of Great Britain and Ireland, by the extraordinary boldness 
of his enterprises against Whitehaven and St. Mary's Isle, 
and the capture of the Drake; is almost inconceivable. 
Look-out vessels were constantly kept in motion, the pab- 
lic attention was immediately turned to the construction of 
fortifications, troops were called out, and the population on 
the sea-board was kept in the most fearfiil s&te of alarm. 
The following panagraphs, copied from the Cumberland 
packet, of the 38th April, 1778, dve but a faint idea of the 
frightful impressions that Capt. Jones bad made upon die 
minds of the British and Irish public. 

LONDON. 

From the Cumherland Packet of April 28*A, 1778. 

'^ Whitehaven^ April 28fA. — Last Thursday, in conse- 

Juence of the alarm occasioned by the Ranger privateer, 
iieut. Hoilingsworth, at the request of the merchants, took 
the command of the Hussar, James Gurley, master, (a crui- 
ser under the inspection of Charles Lutwidge Esq.) with an 
intent to do^e the privateer. She sailed about 10 o'clock 
in the morning, t^o hours after which she got sight of tfie 
privateer, which was then steering to the north-westward, 
under an easy sail, the wind about N. N. E. and moderate 
weather. They chased her till they came within two or 
three miles, spoke a boat and sent her express to Kiriccud- 
bright, to alarm the coast. About 4 o'clock the ship 
brought to, being then about a league from Borou^-Head* 
She several times altered her position, going off and hauling 
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ber wiad occattcmftlly^ which the Hussar obsenriiig, acted in 
the fiione maaner^ being then two or three miles from her, 
until about seven, when the privateer made ail the sail she 
could to the W. S. W. At hklf past nine the cruizer lost 
sight of her, then tacked and stood for Whitehaven, not 
knowing, (it being night) but she might have stood for this 
{dace, in order to do more damage. 

At day light, perceiving she had not come here^ they 
stood towards Kirkcudbright, hoisted out the boat, and sent 
her on shore to inquire if any account had been received of 
her there. The boat returned with intelligence of the 
pirates having landed about eleven in the forenoon, on St. 
Mary's Isle, and plundered the house of Lord Selkirk, of 
plate, &c. to the amount of 650/. 

Friday night the Hussar returned, after looking into 
Wigton Bay, fully satined that the privateer had steered up 
the South Channel, and consequently quitted these coasts* 

At the request of the Committee, the Hussar, Capt. Gurly, 
sailed from hence on Sunday night for Belfast, to inquire 
into the report of the taking of his Majesty^ sloop the 
Drake, after which, and getting what intelligence he can of 
the Ranger privateer, (or any other enemy in the channel) 
he is to return and report the same. And at the request of 
the Committee, Capt. Perry, and Capt. Sharpe are also on 
board the Hussar in this necessary expedition. 

David Freeman, who may in some respects be consider- 
ed as the saviour of this town, says, " tluit the captain oi 
the Ranger declared that the destruction of Whitehaven 
was his first object ; seizing the person of Lord Selkirk was 
the nett thing he wished, after which he would sail tor 
Brest, and on his passage sink, bum and destroy whatever 
fell in bis way belonging to Great Britain. 

Other alarming intelligence arrived here on Sunday 
morning, brought by the Mary Ann, Capt. Robinson, from 
Belfast. He arrived about nine, and reported on oath, that 
on Saturday afternoon, he spoke a boat in the Lough of 
Belfast, belonging to the Draper brig of that place, who 
informed him that the Drake sloop of war was taken on 
Friday afternoon, and carried away to the norfiiward. — 
Soon after he spoke four fishing boats, who all gave the 
same disagreeable information, having seen the engagement 
between her and three privateers, two ri^ed as ships, and 
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firmed bis parishioners in the belief that their parson was a 
particular ^vorite pf heaven* 

^' About the time that Jones visited Whitehaven, he went 
round to the Firth of Forth, and made his appearance off 
the harbour of Kirkaldy, a noted small town on the borders 
of Fifeshire (called bj uie Scotch ' Lang taun o' Kirkaldy^ 
owing to its length.) No other enemy, however formidable, 
co^ld have created in the minds of the inhabitants, such 
consternation and alarm as that which then approached. 
Paul Jones was the dread of all, old and young, (and pam- 
phlets of his depredations were as common in everj house as 
almanacs.) He was looked upon as a sea-monster, that 
swaDowed up all that came in his power. The people all 
flocked to the shore to watch his movements, ci^pecting the 
worst consequences. There was an old Presbyterian minis- 
ter in the place, a very pious and good old man, but of a 
most singular and eccentric turn, especially in addressing 
the Deity, to whom he would speak with as much familia- 
rity as he would to an old farmer, and seemingly without re*' 
spect, as will appear from the following. He was soon seen 
xnaking his way through the people with an old black pak 
armchair, which he ly^ed down to low water mark, (the 
tide flowing) and sat down in it. Almost out of breath, and 
rather in a passion, he then began to address the Deity, in 
the. following singular way : — 

Now deed Lord, dinna ye think its a shame for ye to send 
thb vile pireet to rvb our folk d* Kirkaldy ; for ye ktn 
they're a^ puir enough already, and hae naeihing to spaire. 
They are a' gailygyid^ and it wad be dipeety to serve them 
in nc in o wa. The wa the vrun blans, he^U be heiip in a 
jiffie, and wha kens what he may do. He's none too guid 
for any thing. Mtickle^s the mischief he has dunt already. 
Otiype^t gear they hae gathered thegither he will gang 
wf the heal o^t ; may bum &eir hooses^ tak their vary claeg, 
icA tirl them to ttie sark; and maes me I wha kens but the 
blwAt viUain midit tak their Uves. The puir wecmen ere 
moist freightened o\xt o' tiieir wuts^ and the bairns skirling 
after them. I canna'* thoHt! I canna^ tho^lt! I hae been 
long 3,faithfu^ servant to ye, Laird ; but gin ye dinna turn 
the imm about, and hlaw ine scoundrel out of our gate, PU 
na stwajitj but will juist sit here, until the tide comes and 
drtmm me. Sae tak yere wtdl •'/." 

I 
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Ranger J Brest, March 31 st, 1778. 
M. De Sartine, Minister, and Secretary of i 
State for the Marine Department. 
Honored Sir, 

As I have not the honor of being known to you, I hone 
you will pardon the liberty 1 take of enclosing the copy ot a 
letter from the secret committee of Congress to the Ameri- 
can commissioners in Europe. I must, however, acknow- 
ledge that the generous praise which is therein bestowed on 
me by Congress, far exceeds the merit of my services. 

My reason for laying this letter before you is because I 
am destined by Congress to command a frigate of a very 
laige construction lately built at Amsterdam, — and as politi- 
cal reasons made it necessary for that frigate to become 
French property, I am now induced to hope that on her ar- 
rival in France, she will again become* the property of 
America, and of course be put under my command. 

The wittun extract oi a letter dated 10th Feb. last, to 
the American commissioners, will I hope prove to you the 
real satisfaction with which I have anticipated the happy aU 
liance between France and America. — I am, Sir, convinced 
tlutt the capture of Lord Howe's light ships and frigates in 
America and the destruction of the enemy's fishery at New- 
foundland, which might be easily effected this summer, 
would ^fectually destroy the sinews of their marine, for they 
would afterward be unable to man their fleet : — and as to their 
army in America that must Ml of course. 

I should be ungrateiiil did I forget to acknowledge the po- 
lite attentions and favors which I have received from Compte 
d'Orvilliere, M. De la Porse, M. la Motte Ficquet, and every 
officer in this place. 

The Admiral Count dK)rvilliers has, I doubt not, commu- 
nicated to you a project of mine. I am, Sir, ambitious of 
being employed in active and enterprising services; — but my 
ship is of too small a force, and does not sail so fast as f 
could wish. If I am successful, I will return to France, 
and hope for your countenance and protection. 

I have addressed you. Sir, with the same freedom which has 
erer marked my correspondence with Congress.— The inter- 
ests of France and America are the same ; and, as I hope to 
see the common enemy humbled, I shall be happy if I can fbr- 
niA any hintwiiereby that event can be effected, meantime, 
I have the honor to be, 

with profound respect &c. 
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priaoners should be exchanged in Europe, 1 believe it would 
be possible ic mm that ship with Americans. I could have 
manned two such with French volunteers since I arrived* 

The Ranger is o^nk, sails slow, and is of a trifling tbrce. 
Most of the enemy's cruizers are more than a match, yet I 
mean not to complain* — I demand nothing; and although I 
know that it was the intention of Coneress to give me that 
ship, I am now ready to go wherever the service calls me. 

If two or three fast sailing ships could be collected* there 
is a great choice of private enterprises, some of which might 
succeed, and add more to the interest and honor of America, 
than cruizing with twice the force. It ap{)ear8 to me to be 
&e province of our infant na\T to surprise, and spread 
alarms with (ast sailing ships. — When we grow stronger, we 
can meet their fleets, and dispute with them the sovereignty 
of the ocean. These are my private sentiments, and are 
therefore submitted with the utmost diflidence to yoor supe- 
rior understanding. 

1 have the honor to be, &c. 

Extract of a Utter from Com* John Paul Janes to the Ameri- 
can commUsianers at the Court of France, dated Brest^ 
June 3d, 1778. 

" I hope you do not mean to impute to me a desire to re- 
ceive presents of the public money, or even to touch a dollar 
of it (or my own private use; — on the contrary, I need not 
now assert, that I stepped forth at the beginning, from no- 
bler motives. 

My accounts, before I left America, testify that I am more 
than 1500/. in advance for the public service, exclusive 
of any concern with tHe sloop of war Ranger ; and as for 
wi^gea, I have never received any. 

The Rules whereby Congress have been pleased to com- 
mand me to retaliate my conduct in the navy, authorize me 
to issue my warrant to the agent, &c., and 1 humbly con- 
ceive that it is his province to furnish me with an estimate 
of the amount of expenses. A space of sixteen months is 
now elapsed, since Congress thought of me, and placed under 
my conunand seven tim^s my present force, leaving me at 
foil liberty, how, and where to apply it. — ^And if I am not 
now capable of supporting the internal government of a sin- 
gle aioop of war, I wish that some person more deservii^ 
had my place, and I in America to answer for my miscon- 
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ducU 1 have '" well considered,^' and yet eball persist iu 
justifying the steps which I have taken, and to which you 
allude. 

I am happy in having it in my power to furnish you with 
the enclosed resolution of Congress, respecting the capture 
of the enemy's ships of war, agreeably to your desire, and 
if you are in possession of any resolution of Congress, which 
will authorise me to * * * * send to America, I should be 
obliged to you for a copy of it." 

Passy^Juru Sth^ 1778. 

Plan for expeditions submitted by Com* Jones to the Ainerican 
Plenipotentiaries^ and to the French minister of Marine. 

As the first proposed will be impeded for some time, in 
the interval a great variety of projects present themselves^ 
some of which might prove of great utility to France and 
America by dbtressing the common enemy at a small 
expense. 

Three very fast sailing frigates, with one or two tenders, 
might enter the Irish channel and bum at Whitehaven from 
two to three hundred ships, besides the town, which contains 
50,000 inhabitants ; this would render it difficult, if not im- 
possible to supply Ireland with coal the ensuing winter. 

The same force would be sufficient to take the bank of 
Ayr in Scotland, and to destroy the town :-— or perhaps, die 
whole shipping in the Clyde, with the towns and stores of 
Greenock and Port-GIasgovr, provided no alarm was tint 
given at other places. The nshery at Cambletowa is an 
object worthy attention, and in some of the ports of Ireland 
ships may perhaps be found worth from 150,000 to 200,000/« 
sterling each. 

It might, perhaps, be equally expedient to alarm Britain 
on the east side, which might be effected with equal and per- 
haps inferior force, by destroying the coal shipping of New- 
castle &c. which would occasion the utmost distress for 
fuel in London : and there are many towns of consequence 
on the east and north coasts of England and Scotland which 
are defenceless, and might be either burnt or laid under con<^ 
tribution. 

The success of either of these, or the like enterprises^will 
depend on surprising well, and on despatch bodi in the at- 
tack and in the retreat, therefore it is necessary the ships 
should sail fast, and that their force should be sufficient to 



repel any of the enemy^s cruizing frigates, two of which may 
peihaps be met art a time. 

It is scarcely conceiTable how gveat a pftiiic the sucttess 
in any one of these projecte, would occasion in England. 
It would convince the world that tbc^ir coasts are vulnerable, 
and would, consequently, hurt their public credit. 

If alarming the coast of Britain di6uld be thou^t imK- 
pedient, to intercept the enemy's West-India, or Balticfleels, 
-— or tiieir Hudson J3ay8hips,----or todestrof^ their Greenland 
fishery are capital objects, which promise success if well 
adopted, and any one of them might be finished before (he 
first can take pkce." 

Passy, July ITth, 1778. 

M* D? Sartine. 
My Lorp, 

I should be ungrateful, did I not return my thanks for your 
kind and generous intentions in my favor* S|y.g{reatesl am- 
bition would be to merit your future approbation, by my 
services against the commo9 enemy of France and America. 
Had your first plan taken effect, the most pleasing prospect 
of success would have been before me. But that now seems 
a distant object* 

I have no doubt but that many projects, which would pro- 
mise success, might be formed from the hints I had the ho- 
nor of sending, lately, for your inspection. Had I been, en- 
trusted with me chief command, 1 would have been respon- 
sible for the consequences. 

I am bound, in honor, to communicate faithfully to Con- 
gress thesenerous offer which the king now makes, of lend- 
ing the Epervier in the mean time, to be employed under 
my command, and under the flag of the United States of 
America. I would thankfuUv have accepted this offer, the 
moment it was communicated to me, had no difficulties oc- 
curred on account of the situation of the American funds. 
I have now under my command a ship bound to America. 
On my arrival there, from the former confidence of Con- 
gress, I have reason to expect an immediate removal into 
one of their best ships. I have reason, also, to expect the 
cbief command of the first squadron destined for an expe- 
dition. I havc^ in my possession several similar appomt- 
ments ; and when Congress sees fit to appoint admirals. I 
have assurances that my name will not be loj^ot. 
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These are flattering prospects to a man who haa drawu 
his sword only from motives of phUaQ&ropy, aad iti aupport 
^f ihe dignity ^ httiaaa natufe. But as I prefer a sohd, to 
ja flhinifig leputatiofr^^-a usefol^ 4o a splendid conunand — I 
hold mjrselt ready, mkh the approbatioa of flie American 
commissioaers at Paris, to be garenied i^ you in any .me&- 
suff«8 Ihat may tend to distresa and humble the commoD 
enettiy. 

I kAfe Ibe honor to be^ ^bc 

• J* iP* Jokes* 

Brest, AfiguBt 24tk, 1778. 

His Hirimess the Prince De Nassjic. 
My Prince, 

The honor which you propose to do me, by accompany- 
ing me on the ocean, fills my heart with ihe warmest senti- 
ments of gratitude* 

When your intentions wei^ commuiricated to me, I had 
under my command a ship bound in company with two fine 
frigates for America, where there are now two new slups of 
eignty ffuns each, and eight frigates of forty guns each, nearly 
ready tor sea* 

On my arrival there, from the former confidence of Con- 
gress, I bad assurance of an immediate reatovai into one of 
ttieir best ships, and to have been appointed to command 
the first squadron which they thought fit to destine for any 
private expedition. Before I came to Europe, Congress 
honored me with several such appointments, and I had as- 
surance, that when admirals were appointed, my name would 
be remembered. 

These, my Prince, were flattering prospects to a man who 
drew his sword only from principles of philanttiropy, and in 
support of the dignity of human nature ; — and these are the 
prospects I have voluntarily laid aside, that I may pursue 
glory in your company. ** 

Sufi*er me not, therefore, I beseech you, to continue longer 
in this shameful inactivity : such dishonor is worse to me 
than a thousand deaths. I have already lost tiie golden sea- 
son, the summer, which, in war, is of more value than all 
the rest of the vear* I appear here as a person cast off and 
useless ; and when any one asks me what I purpose to do ? 
I am unable ijo answer* 
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Had this been my first or second disappoiotment^ I should 
haTC said nothing concerning it* After various other ob- 
jects had misgiven before I left Passy, which M. de Sar- 
tine had thought of, to keep me employed, nntil the scheme 
wherein yoo were concerned could take place, 1 was ordered 
doiwn here at sd short a notice, that I had not time, before 
my dqparlare, to take leave of you ; yet, on my arrival here, 
I found that what had been proposed for me, was bestowed 
on others. 1 then offered to follow Count D'OrviUiers as a 
volunteer, agreeably to his kind invitation ; but M* de la 
Pr6val&ye will not permit this, it not being mentioned in his 
Olden* 

I have, my Prince, been unaccustomed to ask any ikvors, 
even from Congress, for I am not in pursuit of interest ;— * 
yet, let me beseech you to represent my situation to the best 
of kings, that 1 may, with you, be forthwith enabled to pur- 
sue glory, and humble the common enemy of humanify. 

If the ship that was at first proposed, calbnot with cer« 
tainty be got ready for sea next month, you, my Prince, can 
obtain another, with the Epefvier and die Alert, tenders. 
There is a fine frigate at L'Orient, built to Ae saXne con- 
struction with the ship at first proposed, and mounted with 
eighteen-pounders4 This ship has been at India, is known 
to sail fast, and may, perhaps, be obtained, till it is seen 
whether the other can be got out. 

If this ship is refused, there are many other fine frigates 
newly htxiH at St. Maloes, and other places, to which I hear 
of no commanders being appointed. I have the greateit 
dependanee on the generous intetitions of that great miuis- 
ter, M. de S^rtine, but I cannot every day intrude A him 
widi letters, and, in the multiplicity and importance of bis 
affairs^ my concerns may escape his memory. 

I wish for the honor of a letter from your own hand ^-^ 
though I cannot write in French, yet I understand letteiB 
which are written in that language $ and I have with me 
now a lieutenant that speaks it well. 
My Prince, yours, &c. 

Brest, August 24fA, 1778. 
His Excellency Benjamin Fkankus. 

Honored and Deak Sir, 
Had I indulged my inclination since my return, I should 
have already troubled you with sundry letters. I must not, 
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however, abuse the indulgent liberty which you gave me at 
partings and I have, therefore, been more troublesome to 
Dr. Bancroft. 

I wish not to be thought too impatient, but you know, my 
dear Sir, that this is the nice moment, when I ou{^ to be 
either in. search of marine knowledge, with Count D'OfWl* 
liers, 6r in search of honor, in attempting some private en- 
terprise. Before I was at liberty to go, the good old Count 
prised me much to accompany him ; but since Dr. Baa- 
croft has informed me that it would be agreeable to the 
minister, that I should, I have been precluded from follow* 
ing the fleet, as the present commandant has no orders for 
that purpose; 

Thus circumstanced, without emplojrment^ and, in ap- 
pearance, cast oSf I have written the within letter to the 
Prince de Nassau, which I leave open for your perusak — 
Should you find the whole, or any part of it, improper, I beg 
of you to withhold it. 

Aft;er all iny disappointments, I am yet persuaded that ttie 
court had, from the beginnings and still have, intentions in 
my favor, since you Imow tibe connexion was not of my 
seeking. 

I am, with the highest sense of your friendship and good- 
ness, 

Honored and dear Sir, yours^ Sia 

Brest^ August ^Qthy 117 B. 

His Excellency Cdunt D^OavkLttERs, 
General and Commander in Chief! 
of the Brest Fleet. 

* Honored and Dear Sir, 

When you kindly proposed that I should accompany you 
on board the Bristagne, I had been ordered from Paris for 
a private expedition; I was, indeed, sbrry that I could not 
then think myself at liberty to accept your very polite and 
friendly ofii^r. 

Thou^ I have not, to this moment, received a word from 
the minister since I returned here, yet I have understood, 
from a friend at Paris, that M* de Sartine at last agreed 
that I should embark with von. On receiving this informa- 
tion, I inmiediately applied to M. de la Preval&ye for a pas- 
sage in ihe first snip, to join the fleet; but he says be will 
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not permit my embarkation without orders Irom the minisr 
ter, or from you. 

This, my dear Sir, is the principal reason why I now 
trouble you. I was ambitious of the honor of attending you 
on the first campaign, where you acquired so much dory ; 
Init M. de Sartine would not ttien permit me to go. I must 
now, therefore, beg the favor of you, should you send in any 
ressel with letters, that you will give directions to M. de fa 
Pr6yal6ye, to permit my embarkation to join you. I ar- 
dently wish to attend you with my eyes, even to the pinna- 
cle of feme, and to learn from so great and good a general, 
how I may hereafter ascend the sUppery precipice, beyond 
which the edifice is erected. 

BrBat, September 13th, 1778. 

M. D« Saetine. 
Honored Sir, 

When His Excellency Dr. Franklin first informed me that 
you had condescended to think me worthy your notice, I 
took such pleasure in reflecting on the happy alliance be- 
tween France and America, that I was really flattered, j^nd 
entertained a grateful sense of the honor which you propo- 
sed for me, as well as the favor which the king proposed for 
America, by putting so fine a ship of war as the Indien under 
my command, and under its flag, with unlimited orders. 

In obedience to your desire, I came to Versailles; and 
was taught to believe, th^t my intended ship was in deep 
water, and ready for sea. But, when the prince returned, 
I received fi^m him the account, that the Indien dould not 
be got afloat under three months. 

To employ this interval usefully, I offered to accompany 
Compte Ij^Orvilliers, as a volunteer, which you thou^t fit 
to reject. I had, then, the satisfaction to find, that you ap- 
proved, in general, of a variety of hints for Private enter- 
prises, which I had presented for your consideration, and 
was flattered with assurances from M. le Rav 4e Chaumont 
and Bodwain, that three of the finest frigates in France, with 
two tenders, and a number of troops, should be immediately 
pat under my command, and I should be at liberty to pur- 
sue such of my projects as I thought proper. But this fell 
to nothing, in the moment when 1 thou^t thit the king's 
^i^ature only was wanting. 
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Another inferior anpament, from L^Orient, was proposed, 
to be put under my command, which was by no mel^)s equal 
to the services that were expected from it ; for speed and 
force, both requisite, were wanting. Happily for nie, this 
also ^iled, and I was saved from a dreadful prospect of ruin 
and dishonor. 

I had so Entire a reliance that you would require nothing 
of me inconsistent with my rank and honor, that the moment 
you commanded, I came down with such haste, that, althoo^ 
my curiosity led me to look at the armament at L'Orient, 
yet I was but three days from Passy till I reached Brest. — 
Here, too, I drew a blank. But when 1 saw the Lively, it 
was no disappointment, as that ship, in sailing and equip- 
ment, is far inferior to the Ranger. 

Mj only disappointment here, is being precluded embark- 
ing with Compte D^Orvilliers, in pursuit of marine know- 
ledge. 

I am not a mere adventurer of fortune. Stimulated by 
reason and philanthropy, I laid aside the enjoyments of pri- 
vate life, and embarked under the flag of America when it 
was first displayed. In this line, my desire of fame is infi- 
nite \ and I must not so far forget my own honor, and what 
I owe to my friends and to America, as to remain inactive. 
My rank knows no superior in the Aptierican marine. I 
have, long since, been appointed to command an expedition 
with five of its ships, and I can receive orders from no junior 
pr inferior ofiicer whatever. 

I have been here in the most tormenting suspense, for 
more than a month since my return, and agreeable to your 
desire, as mentioned to me by M. de Chaumont. 

Circular letters were sent the 8th of last month from the 
English Admiralty, because they expected me to pay another 
visit with four ships. Therefore, I trust, that if the Indiea 
is not to be got out, you will not substitute a force unequal 
hi strength and sailing to the encmy^s cruizing ships. 

I do not wish to interfere with the harmony of the French 
marine ; but if I am still thought worthy your attention, I 
shall hope for a separate command, with liberal orders : — 
if, on the contrary, you have no farther occasion for my ser- 
vices, I have then only to ask the Alert, and a few seainen, 
with permis^ipn to return in that small vessel to America 
before winter. 
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I am happy to hear that the frigates from St Malo have 
been saccessiul near Shetland. Had Count D'Estaign ar- 
rived in the Delaware a few days sooner,' he might have 
made a most glorious and easy conquest. Many other suc- 
cessful projects may be adopted from hints which 1 had the 
honor to draw up, and if I can still furnish more, or execute 
any of those furnished, so as to distress and humble the 
common enemy, it will afford me the truest satisfaction. 

I am ambitious to merit the honor of your friendship, and 
am fully persuaded that I address a noble minded man, 
who will not be offended with the honest freedom which has 
always marked my correspondence. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, &c. 

Extract to His Excellency Benjamin Franklin, 

Dated Brest^ Stpiembtr 14/A, 1778. 
Honored and Dear Sir, 

^^ I yesterday took the resolution to write the enclosed ex- 
plicit letter to the minister. I should not have mentioned 
my rank, had it not been hinted Aat it was proposed to send 
me from St. Maloes under command of French lieutenants. 
The frigates were sent in consequence of a hint from me, 
and though I am neglected, I hope they have been very sue- 
cessfqi. 

^^ It is in vain for the minister to pretend he has no ships 
to bestow, as I know to the contrary.'' 

Extract of a letter to the same, dated 

Brest^ September ISth, 1778. 
*' I have seen the Fox mounting %4 euns, (taken formerly 
by the Hancock and Adams,) dind would accept of that ship, 
attended by the Alert, unless sometiiing better is immem- 
ately bestowed. I simll, with this command, expect unli- 
mited orders." 

Extract of a letter to the same, dated 

Brest ^ November 27<A, 1778. 
'^ Lieut. Amiel has exercised with me patience for four 
inottths in this place, without society or hospitality. 

*^ Let them give me but powers, and I wrtl find ^ ship and 
men, without loss of time. I will undertake, if necessary, 
at the risk of my private property, that die seamenUi wages 
shall be either paid from the public funds in America, or 
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ti-om the part of prizes usually claimed by the American 
govermnent. 

^^ Your silence has hart me ; though I am sensible I owe 
much to your good offices and wishes. 

^' I have read and'considered well all my past letters, and 
find nothing that I wish 1 had omitted, or that 1 conceive 
could have altered any person before my friend." 

Brest^ September 2l8f, 1778. 
His Royal Highness le Due de Chartres. 

My Prince, 

I should be ungrateful ^id I not cDtertain the deepesi 
sense of the obligation which you conferred on me, by your 
letters to the Palais Royal and Versailles, in June last. 

I was at that time happy in being sent for privately to his 
Excellency Dr. Franklin, at the desire of M. de oartine, 
who proposed to bestow on me a very honorable command. 

I was flattered wijth the assurances that three frigates, two 
tenders, and a number of troops, should be immediately put 
under my command, to pursue such projects as I thou^t 
proper. This plan failed. Another was proposed, where 
Uie force was unequal to what was expected from the ser- 
viGie. Happily for me, this also failed. ' 

I was then ordered to the command of the Lively, to Join 
some fri^tes on an expedition from St. Maloes. 1 amved 
in Brest m three days from Passy, and found the Lively had 
been given to another; but tins disappointment pleased 
me, when I found that the Lively was quite inferior to the 
Ranger. 

I do not wish to interfere with the harmony of the French 
marine ; but we fight in a common cause, and it is ihe inte* 
rest of both to distress and humble an enemy, who arrogatea 
to himself the sovereignh^ of the ocean. I could have been 
serviceable, had my hands been at liberty in the summer. 

I would accept of the as a — , rather than 

undei^eo the mortification of returning to America unem* 
flojeoj after having written to Congress ttiat I am detained 
m Europe by the particular desire of the Court of France* 
If the minister has no farther occasion for my services, I 
have then only to ask permission to have the Alert, and 
to carry with me to America his good opinion, before the 
winter. 
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As, in mj present mysterioos situation here^ I am conti* 
dered an officer in di^race, I am persaaded I need make no 
farther apology to a brave officer and a noUe minded prince, 
for the liberty I take. 

The hondr your letters procured me at the Palais Royal, 
will be ever remembered with gratitude. 

Ambitious to merit your friendship and favor, 

I am, with great esteem and profound respect, &c. 

Brest, October 19thj 1778, 

His Excellency Benjamii^ Franklin, 
Honored and DeaiC Sir, 

I hope you will find the within letter (to the king) entirely 
free from asperity or ill-nature. I have been, and am in 
the eyes of Brest and the French marine, considered as hav- 
ing incurred your displeasure, and being consequently in 
disgrace. 

The Commissioners' refusal of my bill, my journey to 
Paris without any visible reason, the cabals and misrepre- 
sentations of Lieutenant Simpson, and my present inactivi- 
ty, are held to be so many circumstantial proofs : and my 
dishonor is now so firmly believed every where that it is 
in vain for me to assert the contrary ; such a situation de- 
stroys my peace of mind, and is incompatible with my sensi- 
bility, yet I am iar more afiected by the indignity that has 
been shown through me to yourself and to America, than 
on. my own account. 

My heart cannot forgive the minister, till he makes whole 
my injured honor by a direct apolc^, and atonement for 
the past. 

My letter to the king cannot, I think, do harm, and un- 
less you disapprove it, 1 beg that it may have course. The 
Duchess de Chartres will, I am persuaded, undertake to 
deliver it into the king's hands, and as you may not think 
fit at present to appear in the business, either the Due dc 
Rochefacault or your grandson will oblige me by waiting 
on her at the Palais Royal. The Due de Rochefacault ad 
he understands English well, and is acquainted with the cir- 
cuqistances would oblige me much if he could be present 
idien the letter is presented to the king. I do not wish to 
trcHible the Due de Chartres about this affair, as that brave 
Prince has undeservedly met with vexations of his own. 
Let not your delicacy prevent my having the honor of 
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faeahng from you : — for so fiair am I from blamiiig you as 
die ciiuse of my unhappiness, that I am entirely convinced 
that yoa had no other motive than my honor and promotion 
as consistent with the public good. I am ccmsequently^ 
widi the veneration and affection of a son who ardently 
wishes to render himself worthy your regard, 

Honoured and dear Sir, 
Yours, &c* 



Brest, Oct. 19, 1778. 
« tlis Most Christian Majesty, Louis, 

King of France and Navarre* 
Sire, 

After my return to Brest in the American ship of war the 
Ranged, from the Irish Channel, his excellency Dr. Frank- 
lin informed n^e by letter, dated June 1st, that M. dc Sar- 
tine, having a cood opinion of my conduct and bfavery, 
had determined, with your majesty^s consent and appro- 
bation, to give me the command of the ship of War the 
Indien, which was built at Amsterdam for America, but 
afterward, for political reasons, made the property of 
France. I was to act with unlimited orders under the 
commission and flag of America. And the Prince de Nas- 
sau proposed to accompany me on the ocean. 

I was deeply penetrated with a sense of the honor done 
me by this proposition, as well as of the favor which yo^r 
majesty intended thereby to confer on America, ^tiA I 
accepted the offer with the greater pleasure as the Con- 
gress had sent me to Europe in the Ranger, to com- 
> mand the Indien, before the ownership of that vessel was 

changed. 

The minister desired to see me at Versailles to settle fu- 
ture plans of operations, and I attended him for that pur- 
pose. I was told that the Indien was at the Texel, com- 
pletely armed and fitted for sea : but the Prince de Nassau 
was sent express to Holland, and returned with a very 
different account ; the ship was at Amsterdam, and could 
not be got afloat or armed before the September- equinox. 
ji The American plenipotentiaries proposed that I should 

return to America ; and as I have been appointed repeat- 
edly to the chief command of an American squadrob to exe- 
cute secret enterprises, it was not doubted but that Con- 
gress would again show me a preference. M. de Sartine. 
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however, thougbt proper to prevent my departure by writ- 
^ to the pleDipotentiaries (without my knowledge) re- 
questing that I mi^ be permitted to remain in Europe, 
and that the Raider might be sent back to America, under 
aoother commander, he having special services which be 
wished me to execute. This request they readily granted, 
and I was flattered by the prospect of being enabled to tea- 
tify by my services, my gratitude to your majesty,* as the 
first prince who has so generously acknowledged our inde« 
pendence« 

There was an mterval of more than three in'ontbs before 
the indien could be got afloat. To employ that period use- 
fully, when your majesty's fleet was ordered to sail from 
Brest, I proposed to me minister to embark in it as a volun- 
teer, in pursuit of marine knowledge. He Objected to this, 
but at the same time approved of a variety oS hints for pri- 
vate enterprises, which 1 had drawn up for bis consideration* 

Two gentlemen were appointed to settle with me the 
plans that were to be adopted — who gave me assurance 
that three of the best frigates in France, with two tenders, 
and ai number of boats, should be immediately put under 
any command, and to pursue such of my own projects as I 
thought proper; but thb fell to nothing, when I believed 
that your majesty's signature only vras wanting. 

Another armament, composed of cutters and small ves- 
sels at L'Orient, was proposed to be put under my com- 
mand, to alarm die coasts of England, and check the Jersey 
privateers ; but happily for me this also failed, and I was 
saved from ruin and dbhonor; for, as 1 now find, all the 
vessels sailed slow, and their united force was very in- 
significant. 

Hie minister then tiiou^t fit, that I should return to Brest 
to comnoand the Lively, and join some frigates cm an expedi- 
tion from St. Male to the I^orth Sea. I returned in naste 
for that purpose, and found that the Lively had been be- 
stow^ at Brest, before the minister had mentiimed that 
ship tx> me at Versailles. This was, however, ano&er for- 
tunate disappointment, as the Lively proves both in sailing 
and equipment, much inferior to the Ranger, but mne 
especially if it be true, as I have since understood, that me 
minister intended to give the chief command of the expe* 
dition to a lieutenant, which would have occasioned a very 
disagreeable misunderstandiiu; ; fbr, as an oflfeer of the first 
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rank in the American marine, who has ever been honored with 
ttie favor and friendship of Congress, I can receive order? 
from no inferior officer whatever. My plan was ttie de- 
struction of the English Baltic fleet, of great consequence 
to the enemy's marine, and then only protected by a single 
frigate ! I would have held myself responsible for its suc- 
cess bad I commanded the expedition. 

M. de Sartine ajfterward sent orders to Count D'Orvil- 
liers to receive me on board the fleet, agreeable to my 
former proposal, but the order did not arr|ve until after the 
departure of the fleet the last time fVom Brest, nor was I 
made acquainted with the circumstance before the fleet re- 
turned here. 

Thus have I been chained down to shameful inactivity, 
for nearly five montiis. I have lost the best season of the 
year, and such opportunities of serving my country, and 
acquiring honor, as I cannot again expect this war; and, 
to my infinite mortification, having no command, I am con- 
sidered every where, an officer cast ofi*, and in disgrace for 
secret reasons. 

. I have written respectful letters to the ininister, none of 
which has he condescended to answer. I have written to 
the Prince of Nassau with as little effect, and I do not under- 
stand that any apolo^ has been made to the great and 
venerable Dr. Frankim, whom the minister has made the 
instrument of bringing me into such unmerited trouble. 

Having written to Congress to reserve no command for 
me in America, my setisibility is the more affected by this 
unworthy situation in the sight of your majesty's fleet. I, 
however, make no remark on the treatment I have received. 

Although I wish not to become my own panegyrist, I 
must beg your majesty's permission to observe, that I am 
not an adventurer in search of fortune, of which, thank 
God, I have a sufficiency. 

When the American banners were first displayed, 1 drew 
my sword in support of the violated dignity and rights of 
human nature ; and both honor and duty prompt me stead- 
fastly to cotcittnue the righteous pursuit, and to sacrifice to 
itC(K>t only my private enjoyments, but even life if neces- 
sary. I must acknowledge that the generous praise if hich 
I l^ve received from Congress and omers, exceeds the merit 
of my past services^ therefo^ I the more ardently urnhforfu^ 
fnre ^jporftiHt^iVft of tent^ying' my gratitude by my activiit/. 
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As your majesty by espousing the cause of America, has 
become the ^^ protector of the rights of human oatnie," I 
am persuaded that you will not disregard my situation^ nor 
suffer me to remain any longer in tins insupportable disgrace. 
I am, with perfect gratitude and profound respect, 
Sire, 
Your Majesty's very obliged, very obedient, 

And very humble servant, 

J. P. JONBSip 

Brest, October 1 9tt, 1 778. 

To Madame la Duchesse deCHARTRBs* 
Madam, 

The business which brou^t me from Brest to Paris last 
summer, when I had the pleasure of paying my respects to 
your roval highness, afforded me a very fiuir prospect of being 
enabled immediately to pay a much more successful visit 
to the enemy's coast ttian that from which I was then re- 
turned* I appeared at Versailles by the particular desire of 
M. de Sartine, who in consequence of the high opinion he 
professed to have of my conduct and bravery, voluntarily 
proposed, (as I understood with the consent and approbation 
of Ins majesty,) to bestow on me a very honorable command ; 
be having written a letter to their excellencies the Ameri- 
can plenipotentiaries requesting as a favor that I might be 
permitted to remain in Europe. Yet the minister has made 
no apology for all this, either to myself, {who did not seek 
after the commission,) nor to his excellency Dr. Franklin, 
through whom it was accepted. 

I had the honor to furnish the minister with a number of 
plans, which he approved, for secret expeditions, but the va- 
rious armaments which have been proposed to be put under 
my command to pursue my own projects, every one of 
these armaments have fallen to nothing, some of them even 
at the moment when I was taught to believe that tfie kind's 
signature alone was wanting. Thus have I been trifled with 
for nearly five months, the best season of the year, and such 
opportunities of serving my country, and acquiring honors > 
as I again expect in the course of the war, are lost. I have 
written to Congress to reserve no command for roe in Ame- 
rica, %nd to my inexpressible mortification, having no com* 
mand here, I am considered every where as an officer in dis- 
grace. I am not an adventurer in search of fortunq^ db 



the contrar/.I laid aside luy enjoymenta of private life, and 
drew mj svord at the commeocetnent of this war only in 
sappart of the dignity and violated rights of human natare ; 
and konored as I am with the favor and frieadsbip of Con- 
gress, both honor and duty prompt tne steadfastly to perse- 
vere till these rights are established, or lose m? life in the 
ridhteoospuisoit. Bnt as I see no prospect of being soon 
relieved from this nawotthy situation, I have written the cd- 
cloeed letter to his majesty, which I muat beseech your royal 
faigfancas to present,— you will thereby add a singular obli- 
gation to what I already owe to your former conaescendiog 
attention. I|shouid be extremely happy to succeed throo^ 
the influence of so amiable a princess, and so powerfiil an ad- 
vocate whom I perfectly esteem and respect, neing tnily and 
always in the artless sincerity of my heart, 
Madam, 

YourJRoyal Highness's veiy obedient, 
and very humble servantf 
J. P. ions. 

Bresty November I3th, 1778. 
The Hos.'RoBSRT Moaais, Philadelphia. 

HOVORBD ANn DSAR SiB, 

My fortune has been so chequered since I left Qoibcron 
Bay, tliat I could have sent you no general account of my 
eituatioB that would not have given you more pain than plea- 
' sate, and I know that you have vexations enough of your 
own. 

The within papers will show that my roacs have not been 
vitboat,a superabundance of thorns, and perhaps it will ap- 
pear romance that- 1 have succeeded under circumstances ; 
which I am sure I should not have done, bad I not been my 
own counsellor. 

I have been hete in the most disagreeable situadoo for 
five months. It has been urged that the rules of the service 
will not admit at irivtiur me command of ships detached from 
le great obstacle is, that the French 
Id gladly think me in disgrace) arc 
gnot look at me here, but with ri* 
e so high and dangerous that the 
nd ^re not do what be wi^es. 
td M. dt Chaumont, to purchase n 
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ship to mf likmg^ if to be found in any priTate dock or yaxd 
in Fiance* 

What tfie result of this may be, I know not, but I hope it 
will set me before the spring once more afloat 

It has been to me a most unfortunate connexion, and has, 
I fear, created me some enemies through jealousy, and be- 
cause 1 am bound in honor, not to publish the particulars. 

I suboiit the whole to your discretion, with entire confi- 
dence as die guardian of my honor, to whom 1 owe the most 
8iiffi;ular obligations. 

f rfiall have the honor to write you by future <^portuni- 
ties an account of what fortune attends me, meantime believe 
m^ I am, with real esteem and afiection. 

Dear Sir, yours, &c. 

Brest, Jiavember^lst^ 1778. 

His Excellency Arthur Lee. 
Sir, 

I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 1 6th 
current* It is my duty, and will ever aSbrd me pleasure, 
to give every satisfactory information in my power respect- 
ing any circumstance that r^rds the public interest, and 
my conduct as an American officer^ In my letter of the 3d 
of June, to the commissioners, I was very particular iq ac- 
countii^ for the prizes I bad taken. On my wav from Ame- 
rica to Nants, I took two br^ laden with fruit, from Malaga, 
for London. The one of which you inquire, arrived at 
Nantz, and was sold very cheap by Messrs. Morris & Wil- 
liamd, the captors' moiety of which was paid them in Fe- 
bruary, agreeable to your letter. This is all that came with- 
in my knowledge ; but I have understood, and believe, that 
the latter acted in that business by virtue of the authority 
which he received from the former, to whom I made apph- 
cation on my arrival. Should any farther account be neces- 
sary, I am always ready to give it as far as it lays in my 
power* 

If Mr. Lee will for a moment recur to my letter to him, 
dated on board the Ranger, the 26th of February last, he 
will find no reason to charge me ^th want of due respect* 
The hand-bill that was enclosed, by which I became ac- 
countable to those who entered to serve under my command 
for the regular payment of their wages, having been approved 
of by the Marine Committee, (as certified to me under their 
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secfetary's hand,) the public faith was tberebv pledged to 
put it io my power, else I should have found other means to 
fulfil that engagement And this appears to have been Mr. 
Lee's opinion, when he wrote with his own hand a letter of 
credit in my favor, at Passy, the 10th of January last, now 
before me* 

The handful of men under my command had been led 
through many dangers of storms and enemies, and, thoo^ 
in want of clothii^ and money, were returned, with some cre- 
dit to Brest, yet when, on the 16th of May, I ventured to 9]gn 
my first draft on the public funds for their relief, agreeable 
to my letter of advice, my signature was dishonored 

Neither Dr. Franklin nor Mr. Adams were acquainted 
with my engagement to the crew ; but Mr. Lee, who had 
been better informed, concurred to dishonor my draft, and 
left me with two hundred prisoners of war, a number of sick 
and wounded, an almost naked crew, and a ship after a se- 
vere engagement, in want of stores and provisions, from the 
9ih of May till the 1 Sth of June, destitute of any public sup- 
port; yet I found means to cure my wounded, feed my peo* 
pie, to refit the ship, and guard my prisoners. 

The dishonor that had been done me was known through 
the French^ fleet and elsewhere; yet, though I was the first 
that had appeared at Brest and obtained from France the 
honors due the American flag, I made no public complaints, 
and only expressed my concern b^ letter to the commission- 
ers, at the disgraceful wound wmch the pubUc credit had 
suffered through me. And now 1 beg leave to ask Mr. Lcc, 
if I have deserved such treatment ? 

The wretched situation of the crew occasioned murmur- 
ing, which was artfully fomented by an oflSicer in di^race, 
who succeeded too well in persuading the people that I had 
deceived them, and that they should cast the whole blame 
upon me, as the hinderance to their receiving wages, prize- 
money, and bounties* In this agitation of uieir minds, he 
obtained from them certificates, &c. to the commissioners 
in his favor. 

These poor men were at last dragged awuy without clo- 
thing, havmg only received at Brest eight or nine crowns 
each, as prize-money, the moment of their departure, and 
not being allowed time to lay out that trifle, and imprecating 
general curses on the public service, public agents, and aU 
concerned. 
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Hus is not the way to establish a nayy. Confess has 
made laws for its internal goyemment, and appoint^ the 
officers alone a? magistrates to pnt them into execution. — 
The standing orjder of the Marine Committee has been to 
preserve strict discipline in the fleet, and all applications of 
complaint, eidier against individuals or nambers, &ey have 
rejected withoat answer. It not being, as they have told 
me, the province of the civil power to interfere in the inter- 
nal government of ships of war. And you ma;/ now see, that 
listening to the people of the Ranger^ instead of doing goodj 
has destroyed eroen the shadow of subordination. 

Mr. Amiel has told me, that you 6bjected to my receiving 
copies of some papers that concern me, because you thought 
I had not made a respectful application. A copy of it is 
enclosed, which, though not in form of an humble petition, 
I believe it will be difficult to construe into disrespect. True 

respect can never be extorted ; and I will say of myself, that 

* 

** The tribute of rwpeet to greatness dae, 

*^ Not the bribed sjoophent more freely pap.** 

I shall only add, that the dishonor of my bill of exchange 
has not only served to corroborate the ungrateful misrepre* 
sentations of Lieut. Simpson, but also occasioned the infa* 
mous attachment of the Ra^er^s prizes, for the provisions 
previously furnished by M. BersolJe. l 

I thank you, Sir, for your polite attentions while I was at ; P 

Paris last winter, which I received as a proof of your good ■ 

opinion, and which I have hot since forfeited by any mis- f 

conduct. 

The apparent mystery of mj present situation cannot 

be imputed to me as a fault, or if it is, I am responsible to 

Congress. I have endeavoured, in my narrow walk, to pur-* 

sue a steady line of duty, wishing to ofiend none. 

I have the hcmor to be. 

With due respect, Sir, yours, &c. 

Versailles J February 4th, 1779. 
John P. Jones, Esq. Commander of) ^ 

the American Navy in Europe.' > 
Sir, 
I announce to you, that, in consequence of the exposition 
which I have laid before the King, of the distinguished man- 
ner in which you have served the United States, and of ihr 
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entire contidence which your conduct has merited on tiie 
part of Congress, His Majesty has thoc^t proper to place 
under your command die ship Duras, of forty guns, at pre* 
sent at L^Orient. I am about, in consequence, to issue the 
necessary orders for the complete armament of ^e said ship. 
The coounission which was given you at your departure 
fcom America, will authorise you to hoist the flag of the 
United States, and you will likewise serve yourself with the 
powers which have been remitted to you, to fonn vour 
equipage with American subjects ; but as you may find too 
much difficulty in raising a sufficient number, the Kine per- 
mits you to levy volunteers until you obtain a sufficient 
number, exclusive of those who are necessary to manoeuvre 
the ship* It shall be my care to procure you the necessary 
officers, and you may assure yourself that I shall contribute 
eveiy thing in my power to promote the success of your 
enterprise. 

As soon as you are prepared for sea, you will set sail with- 
out waiting for any ulterior orders ; and you wiU determine 
yourself the course you are to take, whether in the Euro- 
pean or American seas, observing always to render me an 
exact account of each event that may take place during 
your cruize, as often as you may eater the ports under the 
dominion of the Kii^. 

So flattering a mark of the confidence with which you 
are honored, cannot but encourage you to use all your zeal 
in the common cause, persuaded, as I am, that you will jus* 
tify my opinion on every occasion. It only rests with me 
to recommend to you to shew to those prisoners who may 
fan into your hands, those sentiments of humanity which the 
King professes towards his enemies, and to take tiie greatest 
car^ not only of your own equipage, but also of aU fiie 
ships which may be placed under your orders. 
I have &e honor to be, most perfectly. Sir, 
Your very bumble and very obedient servant, 

De Sartine. 

P. S. According to your desire, Sir, I consent fliat the 
Duras takes the name of the Bon Homme Richard. 

Passy, Feb. Sth^ 1 779. 
M« de Saetine, Minister of Marine, Versailles. 

Mt Loan, 
1 have had the honor to receive your Excellency's letter 
dated the 1st, by the hands of Mr. Gamier. I take the estx- 
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liestopportaDity to offer you mj sincere and grateful thanks 
forsosin^lar and honorable a mark of jour confidence and 
approbation* 

it shall be my duty to represent in the strongest terms to 
Congress, the generous and voluntary resolution which their 
great alj j, the protector of the rights of human nature, and 
the best of kings has taken to promote the honor of their 
flag, and I beseech you to assure hia majesty that my heart 
is impressed with the 'deepest sense of the obligation which 
I owe his condescending favor and good opinion, and which it 
shall be my hi^est ambition to meiit, by rendering every 
service in my power to th^ common cause ; I cannot ensure 
success, but I will endeavor to deserve it. 

I beg leave to assure your excellency, that I will carefully 
observe your present as well as future instructions, and that 
I will communicate to you from time to time a faithful ac- 
count of my proceedings. 

I will avail myself of the autbopty which you have given 
me to raise French volunteers to serve as marines, as I fear 
there may not be easily found a sufficient number of Ameri- 
can seamen. 

It has always been my custom to treat my people and pri- 
soners with hospitality and kindness, and you may be assured 
that I shall ever take pleasare in promoting the happiness of 
every person under mJ command. 

Your having permitted me to alter the name* of the ship 
has given me a pleasing opportunity of pajring a well merited 



^ It is a fiict not gen&nllj kn<ywn, that the late Joho Paul JaaeB^ «t the ' 
time that he was attempting to fit out a small squadron, during the late war« 
in one of the ports of France, to cruize on the coast of England, was mueh 
delayed by neglects and disappointments from the court, that had nearly 
fnistrated his plans. Chance one day threw into his hands an old almanac, 
containing Poor Riehttri^s Maximt^ by Doctor Franklin. In that curious 
assemblage of useful instruction a man is advised, ^* if he wishes to have 
any business faithfully and expeditiously performed, to go on it himself: 
otherwise, to send." Jones was immediately ftruck, upon raadhig this vuoc- 
im, with liie inpropritty of his past conduet, in only tending letters and 
mestages to court, when he ought to have gone in permon. He iastanUy set 
out, and by dint of personal representations, procured the hnmediate equip- 
ment of the squadron, which afterward spread terror along the eartem 
cQBst of E^land, and with which he so glonoosly captured the SerapM and 
Countess of Scarborough, British ships of war, returning from the Baltjc; 
b gratitude to Dr. Franklin's maxim, he named the principal ship pf his 
squadron after the name of the pretended almanac-maker, le Son hommti 
Rirhnrd. 

u 



I 



itnent to a great and good man, to whom I am under 
iions, and who honors me with his friendahip. 
1 1D the fullness and grateful affection of my heart. 
th perfect esteem and respect, 

My Lord, 

Yours, &c. 

• Paris,April 21 tk, 1779. 
TAIN John Paul Jonbs, Commander, &c. 
our obliging letter, my dear Sir, is just coming into 
ids, as 1 was myself ^oing to write you by M. de 
lont, who is de^rmined to undertake a journey to 
it : — I think you are extremely right in refusiog such 

I would expose your reputation, the lives of your men, 
'en the honor of your flag : — it is not withoat con- 
hat I hear of cannon beingpromised to any other peo- 
t you, and 1 hope these difficulties shall be raised by 
nistry. I am just going to add some lines to M. de 
lont, that he might take properorders (if any foigotten) 
rith him — the expedition I want to haye soon done, 
e my speedy return about the middle of the summer, 
ewhat useful to the common cause, and to the Ameri- 
airs; 1 therefore hope every thing will be ready to- 
the 7th of the next montb, — and 1 intend to arrive 
hat time : 1 am very happy to hear that the Monsieur 

with UB, — we shall also get the Alliance, but I think 
9t not if possible, put troops on board of her, because 
rould be disputes between the land officers, and captain 
is. Don't you think, my dear Sir, we might luiTe 
ivided in this way : 
in board the Bon homme Richard -SO dragoons, 

and 150 soldiers, .... 200 
a board the Monsieur, .... 300 
n board the Pallas, the artillery, and . 1 50 
m don't like it, you might have 150 men on board of 
iance, but I fear disputes. 

le Chaumont will make the little arrangements for the 
rthe officers, &c.; but Idirecthim to take your ideas, 
lon't wish any thii^ but what will seem to you the 
Iculated for uie common good, and your own agree- 

II have with me a colonel, a major, three volunteering 
I, and an engineer, two of the young officers may go 
lothership, to avoid the crowd. 



91 

Though this command is not equal to my military rank, 
the love of the public cause made me very happy to take it ; 
and as this motive is the only one which conducts all my 
private and public actions, I am sure FU find in you the 
same zeal, and we shall do as much, and more than any 
others would perform in the same situation. Be certain^ 
my dear Sir, that Pll be happy to divide with you whatever 
share of glory may expect us, and that my esteem and affec- 
tion for you is truly felt, and will last for ever. 

I am, my dear Sir, with a sincere regard, 
Yours, 

Lafayette. 

I intend also to take Dr. Bancroft with us, but as I am 
obliged to leave many good officers to whom I am indebted^ 
I'd rather wish the Irish gentleman might not come, unless 
you have a very particular affection for him, in which case I 
have no objection* 

X'Orujn/, May li/, 1 779, 

His Excellency M. deSARTiNs, &c. 
My Lord, 

I have this day had the honor to receive from the hands of 
M. de Chaumont your excellency's letter of 27th ult. This 
unsolicited mark of his majesty's confidence and favor lays 
me under the deepest, and most lasting obligation; the sense 
whereof, I shall fully retain to the last hour of my life. 

If I have any abilities they shall be exerted to the utmost 
in the employment of the force entrusted to tny command, 
and I hope my conduct will at least deserve success. 

I am persuaded that no misunderstanding will arise be* 
tween the other* commander and myself, because we love 
and esteem each dther, therefore it only remains, that I re- 
turn your excellency sincere and grateful thanks for your 
polite and kind attention, beseeching you to assure the best 
of kings that I will faithfully communicate to Congress an 
account of the great honor done in France to the American 
flag. 

I am, and shall always be, with sentiments of grateful es- 
teem and respect, and the highest ambition to merit the con- 
tinuance of your favor. 

My Lord, &c. 

J. P. Jones, 

* The Marqiiis de Lafayette. 



93 

%i 

VOritnt, May ist, 1779. 
Kajor General Dfi La Fayette. 

I have, mj dear Marquis, this day had the singular plea- 
sure of receiving your very esteemed letter by the hands of 
M. de Chaumont : so flattering and affectionate a proof if 
your esteem and friendship, has made an impression on 
my mind that will attend me while I live. This I hope to 
prove by more than words. Where men of fine feeling 
are concerned, there is seldom misunderstanding; and I am 
sure I should do violence to^my sensibility if I were capa- 
ble of giving you a moment's pain by any part of my cob- 
duct. Therefore, without any apology^ I shall expect you 
to point out my errors when we are together alone with 
penect freedom, and I think I dare promfse you your re- 
proof shall not be lost. 

. M. de Chaumont is now endeavouring to settle matters 
with respect to the cannon. I hope he will succeed, and if 
so, liie Don homme Richard may soon be got ready. I 
could say more with respect to the accommodation of the 
men. I hope no difficulty will arise, for she can carry 350, 
or 400, should there be occasion. 

I have received from the good Dr. Franklin instructioiis 
at laige, which do honor to his liberal mind, and which it 
will give me the truest satisfaction to execute. 

I cannot ensure success but will endeavour to deserve it. 

With sincere esteem, and affection of my heart, and^with 
the truest r^ard and respect, I am alwavs, 

1 ours, &c. 

V Orient, Mwf I sty 1119. 

His Excellency Benjamin Franklin. 
Honored and Dear Sir, 

The letter I had the honor to rec^ve from you to-day, 
together with your liberal and noble-minded mstructioos 
would make a comard brave. You have called up every 
sentiment of public virtue in my breast, and it shall be my 
pride and ambition, in the strict pursuit of your instruc-^ 
tioBS, to deserve s^cc€iss. 

Be assured that very few prospects could afibrd me so 
true a satisfaction as that of rendering some acceptable ser- 
vice to the common cause, and at the same time relieving 
fromxaptivihr, (by furnishing the means of exchange) our 
nnfortunate fellow-subjects from the hands of the enemy. 
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It only remains for me to retum yonr exceUenc? my 
tfaankfi for past instances of your fneivdslup, especially m the 
last of your particular confidence. 

I am, and shall be to the end of my life, with the most 
affectionate esteem and respect, 

Honored and Dear Sir, Yours. 

• VOrimt, Mmf 13<A, 1779. 

The Hon. John Adams, on board the Amance« 
Sir, 

Yon will confer on me- a singular obligation by favoiing 
me with your opinion and advice, respecting the unhappy 
misunderstanding which, I am told, prevails on board the 
Alliance. I ask your advice because, though I am deter* 
mined to preserve order and discipline where 1 command, 
yet I wish to reprove with moderation, and never to punish 
while there remains a good alternative. It appears diat 
there is fault, at least in one of tUe parties, and I wish 
much to know where the fault lies, for without harmony 
and general good-iffill among the officers, I cannot proceed 
with a good prospect. 1 beseech you to fiivor me with an 
answer as soon as possible. When I have the honor of see- 
ing you ashore, I will put into your hands a letter whioh I 
have received ; in the mean time, if you require it, 1 will 
promise to keep your answer a secret. x 

1 have the honor to be, with sentiments of gnsat lespect 
Sir, your very obliged, very obedient, 

Humble servant. 

Passj/j May 9th, 1779. 
Hon. John Paul Jon£S* 

DSAE SlE, 

I received yours of the 1 4th, and communicated to the 
Marquis what related to him. I send you enclosed two 
more conmiissions, which I have found since your depar- 
ture. It is difficult to revoke commissions once given, and 
there mij^t be spme inconvenience in French oncers re- 
taining those conmiissions unrevoked, after the occasion of 
giving them is past ; 1 therefore, am of opinion, that die 
conclusion might be better thus, ^^ to continue in force 
during the expediticm, or expeditions, intended under the 
command of the honorable J. P« Jones, Esq.^' By this 
means they will continue if you should niake more ezpedi-* 
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tions, and become void of theinselyes when the force is 
dissolved, and the French ships are withdrawn from under 
your conunand. 

I am sorry for, and ashamed of the divisions on board the 
Alhance. I hope these commissions will enable you to 
compose them. I do not know enough of the navy law to 
judge of the propriety of your giving commissions to lieu- 
tenants, and tnerefore can give no opinion about it. I send, 
you aU the warrants I have, will they not serve instead of 
commissions, till such can be obtained ? My best wishes 
attend you, being ever. 

Dear, Sfr, 
Your faithful friend, and most 
Obedient humble servant, 

B. Fraitklin. 

Paris^ May 33df, 1779. 
The Hon. John Paul Jones. 

Dear Sir, 
I dare say you will be very sorry to hear that the king's 
disj^ositions concerning oflr plan, have been quite altered, and 
that instead of meeting you, I am now going to take the com- 
mand of the king^s regiment at Jaints. What will be fur- 
ther determined about your squadron is yet uncertain, and 
the ministers are to consult it with Dr. Franklin. Political 
and military reasons have occasioned that alteration of 
things, and I am only to tell you, my good friend, how 
sorry I feel not to be a witness of your success, abilities, 
and glory. I hope every thing will be altered for the best, 
and the more calculated for the common advantage. Be 
convinced, Sir, that nothing could please me more than the 
pleasure of having again something of the kind to under- 
take with such an officer as Cant. Jones. That occasion I 
shall ever wish for, and I will, I hope, find before the eqid of 
this war. 

With the sincerest affection and esteem, 

I am, dear Sir, yours, 

Lafayette. 

P. S. Whatever part of the world you will be in, I hope 
you will let me often hear from you. 

I recognize this as a true copy. Lafayette. 
City of Washvi^im^ February^ 1825. 
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Extracts of letters from the secret correspondence of his Ez^ 
cellency Benjamin Franklin, Minister Plenipotentiary of 
the United States to the court of Versailles. 

Passy^ May 26rt, 1779* 

To the Committee for Foreign Affairs. 
Gentlemen, 

The Marquis de la Fayette, who arrived here on the 1 Itb 
of February, brought me yours of OctobeV 28th, and the 
new commission, credentials, and instructions, the Congress 
have honoured me with. 

I immediately acquainted the minister for foreign aflairs 
with my appointment, and communicated to him, as usual, 
a copy of my credential letter, on, which a day was named 
for my reception. The end of that part of the instructions, 
which relates to American seamen taken by the French in 
English ships, had already been obtained ; Capt. Jones hav- 
ing had for some time an order from court, directed to the 
keepers of the prisoners, requiring thom to deliver to him 
such Americans as should be found in their hands, that they 
might be at liberty to serve under his command. Most of 
them have accordingly been delivered to him, if not all. 
The minister of marine having entertained a high opinion of 
him from his conduct and bravery in taking the Drake, was 
desirous of employing him in the comihand of a particular 
enterprise ; and, to that end, requested us to spare him, which 
we did, and sent the Ranger home, under the command of his 
lieutenant. Various accidents have hitherto postponed his . l' 

equipment, but he now has the command of a 50 gun ship, f 

with some frigates, all under American commission and 
colours, fitted out at the king's expense, and will sail it is 
said, about the 1st of June. The Marquis de la Fayette 
was, with some land troops, to have gone with him; but I 
now understand the Marquis is not to go, the plan being a 
little cbaMged- The minister of marine requesting that the 
Alliance might be added to Com. Jones's little squadron, 
and offering to give a passage to Mr. Adams in the frigate 
with the new ambassador, I thought it best to continue her 
a little longer in Europe, hoping she may, in the project- 
ed cruize, by her extraordinary swiftness, be a means of 
taking prisoners enough to redeem the rest of our country- 
men now in the English goals. With this view, as weU as 
to oblige the minister, I ordered her to join Capt. Jones, at 
L'Orient, and obey his orders, where she now is accordingly. 



¥tom M* Lb Ray os Chaumont, dated 

VOrient, June lOiA, 1779. 

M. de Chaumont presents his respects to Mr* Jones,, and 
informs him thai every thing is on board except the powder, 
f which will require only two hours, when be may set sail 
with a favorable wind. 

M« de Cbauaiont informs at the same time Mr. Jones, 
&at he will have papers to si^ before his departure, for the 
simdrv articles which the King has furnished to his ship ; 
therefore, M. de C. earnestly entreats Mr. Jones not to 
Bcgleet it, considering the immense expenses which the ves- 
sels in the port have occasioned to the King. 

B$* de Chaumont reminds Mr. Jones, that M. de Sartine 
has left to him and to M. Landais the choice of two excel* 
lent American pilots, to be embarked on board the King^s 
frigate La Sengible. 

M. de Chaumont thinks it his duty to remind Mr. Jones 
of a communication he has made to him against M. Amiel, 
his first lieutenant, from which it appears that, in case Mr. 
Jones should be so unfortunate as to be kiUed in battle, it 
would be improper to leave the command of the King's 
ship to Mi Amiel, who does not seem to deserve so much 
confidence, by his conduct when commanding the ship the 
Ranger. 

M. de Chaumont, in addition to the preceding observa- 
tions, suggests Ihat Mr. Jones's crew, being for the most f9ft 
composed of Englishmen, which M. Amiel had recruited in 
the prisons, cannot be kept in subjection but by the coqps 
of French volunteers which is on board the Bon hommc 
Richard, and that it would be desirable these volunteers 
should be commanded by officers of their own nation, well 
skilled in the art of war, and provided with sufficient re- 
conmiendations to justify the /choice which will be made of 
them. 

M. de Chaumont has the honpr, &c. 

V Orient J JmC' 1 4th^ 1 779. 
Mr. JoiTcs, Commander of the 
Ship Bon homme Richard. 
Sir, 

The situation^f the officers who have accepted commis- 
sions from Congress to join the armament of the ship Bon 
homme Richard, which you command, may be in contra- 
tliction with the interests of their own ships ; this induces 
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loe to lequest you to enter into an engagement with me, 
that 70U snail not require from the said vessels any services 
bot such as will be eonfonnable with the orders which those 
officecB shall have, and that in no case you shall require any 
changes to be made in the formation of their crews, which, 
as well the vessels themselves, as tfieir armaments, shall be 
entirely at the dtqKMition of the commandants of ttie said 
vessdfl, who shall be answerable to fliose wbo have armed 
them. I also beg you to agree, ttat all the prizes which 
shall be made, be addressed to such consignees as I shall 
point out, tn the pieservatjoa of the interests of all the 
concemed. 

I have the honor, &c. 1 

Le Rat de Chaumont* 

Pdishf, JwM ZOihy 1779, 
Mr. Jones, Commander of the > 
Ship Bon homme Richard. > 
Sm, 
] have ttie honor of wishing you much success in your 
new cmize. Should you make any prizes, and take ttiem 
to Bersen, in Norway, 1 bc^ vou to send them to the French 
Consul, if there be one ; if mere be none, then to the prin« 
Cipal French Agents to account to me for the same. And 
such as yon send to Ostend or ]>i]nkii1t, you will cons^ to 
H. Cailnez, senior, merchant, at Dunkirx, who will account 
for them to me ; and you may rest assured, flmt ttie interests ' i 

of sJl tihose who may have a share in such prizes will be } 

attended to in a proper manner. 

I have flie honor, &c. 

Le Rat ds Chaumont. 

Passy^ June SOthj 1779^ 

Honorable Captain Jones. 
Dear Sir, 

Being arrived at Groaix, you are to make the best of your 
way with the vessels under your command to the West of I 

Irdand, and establiAyour cruize on the Orcades,*the Cape 
of Demeus, and the Dogger Bank, in order to take the ene- 
my^a property in those seas. 

The prizes you may make send to Oonldik, Ostend, or 
BeigBn, in Korway^ accordii^ to your proximity to either 
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Qjf those portfi. Address them to the persons M. de Chaa* 
moDt shall indicate to you. . . • 

Aboat the 15th of August, when you will have sufficienUy 
cruized in these seas, you are to make route for the Texel, 
^rhere you will meet my further orders. 

If by any personal accident you should be rendered una* 
ble to execute these instructions, the officer of your sijua^- 
ton next in rank is to endeavour to put them in execution* 

With best wbhes for ^our prosperity, I am ever, 

Dear Sir, 
Your affectionate friend and humble servant, 

B« FRANKLm. 

On board the Bon homme Richard^ at anchor^ } 
IsU ofGroaixj off V Orient, My Ut, 1779. J 

His Excellency Benjamin Franklin* 
Honored and Dear Sir, 

On the 19tti ult, the American squadron under my cem- 
mand, consistiiuz of the Bon homme Richard 43 guns, Alli- 
ance 36 guns, rallas 30 guns, Cerf 18 guns, and the (Ven- 
geance ll guns, sailed from hence wi& a convoy of mer- 
chant ships and transports with troo|»s, &q« bound to the dif- 
ferent ports and garrisons between this place and Bourdeaur. 
' On ue evening of the following day, I had the si^tisfiictioD 
to see the latter part of the convoy safe within the entrance 
of the river ot Bourdeaux, the rest having been safely escort- 
ed into the entrance of Nantz, Rochefort, &c. But at the 
preceding midnight, while lying-to off Isle of Yew, the Bon 
homme ]£chard and Alliance got foul of one another, and 
carried away the head and cut-water, sprit-sail yard, and jib- 
hoom of the former, with the mizen-mast of the latter; for- 
tunately, however, neither received damage in the hull. lu 
the evening of the 21st, I sent the Cerf to reconnoitre two 
sail, and Capt* Varage was so ardent in the pujrsuit, diat he 
had lost sight of the squadron next morning ; and I am now- 
told, that be bad a warm engagement with one of them, a 
sloop of 1 4 guns, which he took, but was obl^ed to aban^ 
don, on the approach of another enemy of superior fprce. 
The action lasted an hour and a half; several men were 
killed and wounded on board the Cerf. That cutter is now 
fitting at L'Orient. 

On the %%^ we had a rencontre with three ships of war. 
They were to windward, and bore down in a Line abrea^ 
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ibr soin^ time, but seeing we were prepared to rec^ve th^ 

thej hauled their wind) and by carryii^ a press of gail got 

clear, in spite of our utmost ende^LVOurs to bring them to 

action. . On the 36th, We lost company of the Alliance and 

Pallas. I am unable to say where the blame lays. I gavo 

the ships a rendezvous off remnark-rocks, but did not meet a 

them there. 

^ I anchored here yesterday at noon, having had a rencon.** 

tre the night before with two of the enemy's ships of wttr 

in ibe offing, in the si^t of this island and of Belle-Isle.-— 

Previous to this, I had given the Vengeance leave to make 

the best of her way to this road, so that the enemy found 

me alone in a place where I had no expectation of a hostile 

visit They appeared at first earnest to engage, but their 

courage failed, and they fled with precipitation, and to tny 

mortification wt-saiUd the Ban homme Richard and got 

clear. I had, however, a flattering proof of the martial 

spirit of my crew, and 1 am confident, that had I been able 

to get between the two, which was my intention, we should 

have beaten them both together. \ 

In the course of this short cruize I have endeavoured to 
meet the views of the King. I have traversed the Golf de 
Gascogne over and over — I have fallen in with and chased 
various vessels. 

I am ready to enter with cheerfulness upon any plan or 
service fliat is consonant with the common interest, and 
meets with vour approbation ; and if I fail, it shall not be 
for want of attempting to succeed where an opportunity I 

appears. ' 

I am, with sentiments of grateful esteem and affection, 
Dear l^ir, yours. Sic* 

P. S. Please give the above information to Sf . d^ Sailitte 
and M. de Chaumont. 

Passg, Jtdt/Bth^ 1770. 
Honorable J. P. Jonxs. 

Dear Sir, . ^ 

I received your favors of the Sd and 4th inst. I am sorry 
for the accidents that have obliged your little squadron to 
return and refit ; but hope all may be for the best. Some 
days since, Mr. Chaumont handed to me the substance of a 
letter in French, which contained heads of the instructions 
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that M* de Sgrtine wished me to gpre you. t bad iiiem 
translated and put into the fonn of a letter to you, vfaich I 
* signed and gave back to Mr. C, who I suppose has sept it 
to you. I have no other orders to give j lor, as the Court 
is at the chief expense, I think they have the best ri|^ to 
direct I observe what you write about a chai^ of die 
destination ; but when a thing has been once connoered and 
determined on in council, they do not care to resume the 
consideration of it, having much business on hand^ and there 
is not now time to obtain a reconsideration. 

It has been hinted to me, that the intention of ordeiing 
your cruize to finish at the Texel, is with a view of gettiiig 
out that ship ; but this should be kept a secret I can say 
nothing about Capt Landais' prize. I suppose fte mtnu- 
ter has an account of it, but I have heard notlung from him 
about it. If he reclaioas it on account of his passport, we 
must then consider what is to be done. I approve of the 
careenage proposed for the Alliance, as a thing necessaxy. 
As she is said to be a remarkable swift sailer, I should hope 
you might by her means take some privateers and a number 
of prisoners, so as to continue the cartel, and redeem all our 
poor cpuntr^en* 

My best wishes attend you, being ever, with great esteesi, 

Dear Sir, 
Your affectionate friend, and most obedient servant, 

B. Feavki^in. 

P. S.. If it should fall in your way, remember that the 
Hudson's Bay ships are veiy valuable. 

B. F. 

r 

VOrimi, July mhj 1779. 
Extract to Dr; Franklin. 
I have inspected the Bon homme Richard^ and it is tfie 
constructor's opinion that the ship is too old to admit of the 
necessary alterations. Thus circumstanced I wish to have 
an opportunity of attempting an essential service to render 
myself worthy a better and faster sailing ddp. 

VOrumi, July 36<&, 1779. 
His fixceUency Bsnjahin Franklin. 

Dear SiR^ 
t have received advice that the Jamaica fleet will sail 
boBiewaids, escorted 1^ a 50 gan ship) and two citnmg firi* 
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gfies* 31ioiiId we iaU in with that fiNrce, w^ will certainly 
eogage, aiid I hope overcooie it. We shall probably be bo 
jDocb ci^ op, as to be unable to pvevent the escape of tfie 
conyoy. It the ship Honsieor could be added to my force, 
it Would give us a superioritir, and peihaps enable us to take 
jukd destroy the Jamaica fleet I submit ttiis idea, bow- 
erer, to your superior wisdom. 

I have the honor, iic, 

Passy, July 38<A, 1779* 
Hon. Capt. Jones. 

Dear Sir, 
I have just received youni of the 35th. I was yesterday 
with H. de Sartine, at Versdljes, who appeared uneasy at 
some accounts he had received of a mutuioos disposition 
in your crew. He desired me to acquaint M. de Chau- 
mont that he wished to see him that evening. This 
morning M. de Chaumont.sent me a note, of which I en- 
close a copy : I understand he goes down with a view to 
provide you a better set of hands. You must have heard 
that 119 American prisoners are arrived in a cartel at 
Nantes: perhaps out of them you may pick some very 
good seamen. But if this afiair should l>e likely to take 
time^ the Alliance will have my orders to make a cruise 
alone, agreeable to the minister's desire. But I hope the 
reports of your crew are not founded, and that your joint 
cruise will stiU take place, and be successful. 
I have the honor to be, with sincere esteem, 
Dear Sir^ 

Your most obedient, and 
Most humble servant, 

Benjamin Franklin. 

The Honorable John P. Jones, commander in chief of the 
American ships of war now in Europe. 

To ■ , 
You are hereby directed and required forthwith, to hold 
yourself in readiness to proceed m company wiUi me to 
sea. You are to show careful attention to every signal that 
shall be made on board here for your government, as well 
as to all future orders that you may from time to time re* 
ceive from me. To prevent separation or surprise, you are 
to endeavour always to keqp in your station ; and you are 
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bever to chase so as to lose companj with tlie squadron* 

I place great dependance on your zeal for the honor of flie 

American flag, and the interests of our common cause, as well 

as your abilities and inclination to support me in my duty ; 

which I hope you will very soon have occasion to manifest, 

so as to afford me the supreme pleasure of rendering Jos* 

lice to your merit in the account which I shall faithmlly 

transmit both to our great ally, his Most Christian Majesty, 

and to the Senate of America. Should you unfortunately 

be separated from the Bon honmie Richard, you are to 

open the letter of rendezvous No. 1, and to proceed to that 

place as soon as possible, but if the squadron has previously 

passed that place, you are to open the letter No. 3 : and 

' should you be taken, or in great danger of being taken, you 

are to burn, or otherwise effectually destroy, the letters of 

X'endezvouS. For all which, this shall be your order. 

Given on board the American ship of war, the Bon homme 

Richard, at anchor in Hie road of Groaix, August 

10th, 1779. 

^ On board the Bon homme Richard^ at anchor ) 

int?u road of Grohix, August 11 /A, 1 779. 3 

tlis Et. Monsieur De Sartine. 

My Lord, 
The moment I returned from the late cruise to this 
road, r wrote the history of my proceedings to his excel- 

^ lency Dr. Franklin, and requested him to communicate tiie 

whole to you. I have also rendered to him an exact ac- 
count of every thing that has affected this ship, and eveir 
^ other vessel under my command, while at L'Orient; afi 

which, I conclude, has been submitted to your inspection. 
I am now, however, sorry that I did not address letters to your 
Excellency on the same subject, especially as Dr. Franklin 

I has lately acquainted me that you were uneasy at some ac- 

counts of a mutinous disposition in my crew. I did not at 
(he banning advise it as a prudent measure, to take on 
board so great a proportion of English seamen. But M. de 

I Chaumont can inform you that he thought it expedient, and 

that it would be attended with no risque, after the embarka- 
tion of the troops under the orders of the Marquis de la 
Fayette. When that expedition was laid aside, and I was 
forbidden to enlist French seamen, I had no means to re- 
place the English, and they remained on boaid from nece»» 
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aity/not irom choice. When they saw .that 1- had obi|&rve4 
their matiiious disposition, and>taken measures to pievent 
its bad consequences, I must, do them the justice to say that 
they manifested a true martial spirit, when, being alone -in 
this ship off, Belle-lsIe, in the evening of the 29th of June, 
I met with, and chased two laige frigates that were in cpmr 
pany, and durst not wait for our approach, but fled not* 
withstanding their great superiority both in force and 
sailing. ' 

I have the satisfaction to assure your excellency that this 
second journey of M. de Chaumont was altogether unneces- 
sary ; as I had before his arrival at L'Orient sent officei? 
to Nant^ to enlist Americans^ and had also enlisted .as 
many of the strangers as were wilting to embark at L'Ori- 
ent. My crew now in this ship consists of 380 cheers, 
men, and boys, inclusive of 137 marine soldiers. 

I expect to sail this evening, or to-morrow morning, and 
1 hope the Monsieur wiQ go in company. I have also 
reason to expect the Gen. Mifflin, having sent the Ven- 
geance to . Belle-Isle, with a letter to the captain of that 
frivateer, to invite him to join ttiis little squadron. ^ When 
depart I hope to be able to do my duty, thereby to testify 
to his Majesty and to your excellency the high sense which. 
I shall ever entertain of the honorable attentions which have 
been shewn towards me in France; and to prevent .future 
misrepresentations, I will myself transmit to yourexcelteney 
from time to time, an account of my proceedings and situa- 
tion. 

lam, with the Invest sentiments of esteem and respect^ 
My Lord, . 

Your Excellency's very obliged, 
very obedient, 

and most.humble servant. 

K. B. I have seen with surprise, various letters in the 
kands of persons here, on the subject of my destination! 

Ship Bon hamme Richard^ dt anchor in the 
Road of Groaix^AugtLstJiSthj 1779. 
The Hon. Major General, the Marquis ) 
de Lafayette, at Havre de Grace, y 
j&libou^, my dear Marquis, I have not lately written to 
you, yet Qiere is no man for whom I entertain a greater share 
of esteem and respect. By what I have felt myself since our 



dsptAHotk was laid ttftde, I cui essily ioMgiiie hov auicb 
coacemit bwgireDyoa; and 1 oamre jon d»t HMTentet 
with few diMppomtiiMntB tliat hM equaUjaflbcted osf noit- 
Witf sod my nealtb. At the object of our expeditioo was 
impnideatly conyaunicated toalnKMteTerT penon wbotbonld 
hare been coacerned in it, u well aa to otnen who woald not 
Iiave been acton, 1 bad determined for soine time before 1 
bad tbe honor to receive your last letter, to propoae to yon 
aootber project when, we met at L'Orient, which I am per- 
anaded you would have adopted, and c<HiuiuiiHcated to do 
pecaoo tutil we bad been ready tbe next boor to pat it in 
eiecntioii. 

I am h^ifaly boDored by Toor expreasiiig bopea that Bodi an 
ezpeditimi between us will yet take place in the coane oi 
tfaia war. I ardently join yoa in that with, and anure yoa 
that few proipecti could anord me equal pleaaure, or more 
entirely gratify my ambitioa. I will write to yon, my dear 
HarqmB, and communicate my tboudttt when the Ribject is 
of conseqaence, agreeable to the within dictionwy. I ex- 
pect to sail thiB evmii^, and you will perhaps hear ef me 
soon. I waa happy in the acquaintance of your two Aids- 
dB-Cump ; and I mank yoa, with reason, that I now hare the 
company and asustance of Hewr*. Wabert and Chamil- 
lard. 

I am happr in being ranked amoi^ tbe number ei yoar 
friends, and snail evereodeaTour to nteiit your regard, beu^ 
always my dear Marquis, 

Your most obliged, 
and reiy obedient 
humble servant. 

JViuhmgton ci^, Ftb. 1835. 

True copy to the best of my remembrance, 

LlFlTETTL- 

Shai Bon homme Richard, at anelur m} 
the Roadaf Groaix, Aagmt ISth, 1779. $ 
His Excellency Bevjahin FaAirlLiir. 

HosonxD AND DcAa Sia, 
It is but this moment, that tbe Court Martial has finisbed 
tbe aflbir of tbe Bon honune Richard and the Alliance, on 
account of tibeir having run foul of each other. I enclose 
you the result of the proceedii^ of that court, which being 
tbe only oneof C(ni3£queDce,itiBaiuieceBSBry to trouble you 
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vn&k bundles of papers where the conclasions hare oaly 
amounted to whipping, which has been executed. 

The within paper respecting the prize money of this little 
squadron is submitted to your regulations, and from the en- 
closed paper, addressed to me by the cap^in and officers of 
the Venseance I am persuaded that you will think it un- 
reasonable, that he, (the captain,) should share equally with 
Captaii^ Landais, or the captain of the Pallas, — ^and not 
rather that each ship and vessel should first share in pro- 

Kortion to the number and calibre of her guns, and the num- 
er of her men ; — and that they should afterward divide 
their respective shares by the laws of their flag, or other- 
wise to their mutual satis&ction. The within state of the 
force of each ship and vessel, will be useful in forming youp 
decisions. 

M. de Chaumont has made an i^seless journey here, as I 
bad taken all the necessary measures to engage the men that 
were wanting before his appearance, even at Nantes. I am, 
however, much obliged to him and to the minister for that at- 
tention, as well as for all former favors* 1 shall certainly sail 
to-morrow at day break, and I hope shortly to find opportu- 
nities to testify my gratitude to our great and good ally, for 
Q^e honor which he has conferred on the American flag, and 
on myselC The enclosed dictionary will be useful, when I 
write to you on particular subjects. This little squadron ap- 
pears to be unanimous, and, if that good understanding con- 
tinues, we are able to perform essential service. I look for- 
ward with pleasii^ expectation, and an ardent desire to 
merit your friendship) and that of America, being ever with 
fbe highest esteem and respect, 

Dear Sir, 

Tbe most obliged of 

Your obsdient servants. 

Ship B<m homme Richard^ at sea off 
Ushmt, August ISthy 1779. 
Ji* Le Rat de Chaumont. 

I have my friend, tiie honor to forward this letter by our 
pmediip die Verwagting, bound from Barcelona to. Punkirk 
with a cargo of wine and brandy,'^ and several <;^ses of 
silks, &c. 

This prize was taken eight days ago, by the privat^r 

O 



brig Eagle, belonging to Poole, in England, and is tfaere- 
Jbre a la wAil prize to Uie flag of the United States. 

We have met several otiier vessels, neutral property, bat 
hare learned no news except by one, a Porttigaese snow, 
yesterday, that the English fleet had put back to rortsmootb, 
and diat the finow passed throu^ the French and Spanish 
fleet in number 114 ships, steering N. N. E., fifteen leagoes 
south from Lizard. You will please to communicate this, 
with my respects to the minister, and to Dr. Franklin. 
I have the honour to be, 

with great esteem and respect, your obliged 
friend and humble servant 

P. S. I enclose you a paper which the commander of the 
Monsieur has given, contrary to my orders, and wifliout my 
kn6wled£e or consent, to the person whom be appointed mas- 
ter of this prize, which was taken under my orders and in 
my sieht, — ^yet he takes no notice of this in (hat paper, and 
probably was hisintention to keep the whole as his own proper- 
ty. He has now left the squadron, after plundering this nrize 
^d detaining me 24 hours by bis lagging behind the squadron. 
This b the result of being concerned with privateers, where 
good &itfa and honor are generally strangers. 

I certify that the original of the preceding letter was daly 
received by my &ther, from Com. John Paul Jones. 

Lb Ray de Chaumont. 

JfftW' York^ December 1 824. 

^Bon Homme Richard, at Sea, off the 5. W* } 
of Ireland, August 24rA, 1779; J 

M. Lb Ray de Chaumont. 
The enclosed copies of papers will shew you, my friend, 
that on the 18th I sent in a prii^e ship for L'Orient, laden 
with brandy. Sic, and tiiat on the 31st, I sent also for 
L'Orient a priz^brig, laden with Irish beef and butter. I 
send this by the prize brig Fortune, bound for England from 
Newfoundland, and laden chiefly with oil, blubber, and 
staves. I have ordered this prize for Nantz, or if circum- 
stances will admit, for St. Malo, as the best market. I have 
sent on board the prize a man who is perfect! v acquainted 
with the coast between Brest and St. Malo, and will, in con- 
sec^uence, 1 hope, elude the Jersey privateers. By the cap- 
tain of the Mayflower I am told that tiiere is now anen- 
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ca0iMmkt of 3(V)00 troops in Ireland, at a place called 
ClonmeU, about midway between Waterford and Limerick; 
I do not, however, credit this report. 

I beseech jou to present my respects to M. de Sartine 
and His Excellency M. Franklin, and apologize for my not 
writing them. It is now calm : when the breeze returns I 
shall embrace it to proceed directly to my destination. 
1 am, with sentiments of esteem and respect. 

Your very obliged friend and servant. 

4 

I certify that the original of the preceding was duly re- 
ceived by my father, from Commodore J. Paul Jones. 

Lb Rat d£ Chaumont. 
New-Ywk^ December J 1834. 

On b9ard the Sk^ of JVnr the Strapia, at anchor } 
without the Texel, October 3d, 1779. > 

M* Ls Ray de Chaumovt, 6 Passy. 

The ori^nal of the enclosed copy of my last letter, writ- 
ten on boi^ the Bon homme Richard, off the S. W. coast 
of Ireland, the 24th of Aogvst, as well as the papers which 
preceded it, and to which-^it alhides, I hope doly reached 
the hands of my friend, M. de Chaumont, and explained to 
his satisfaction my eoi^uct from the time I left Oroaix vntil 
that date. For the fall history of my expedstion, I must 
beg leave to refer you to a letter of this date, which aecom- 
Mnies this, to His Excelleocy Dr* Franklm, who will, if you 
demand it, fomisb you with a copy* 

I wish to act a candid part towards all men, and there* 
lore wish you to have a copy of that letter, that you may 
•ee my sentiments respecting the ^^ Concordat,'^ which you 
imposed upon me in the moment of my departure from 
Grotix. What could have inspired you with such sentimei^ 
of distrust towards me, after the ocular proofs of hospita^ 
lity which I so long experienced in your house, and after the 
^rarm expressions of generous and unbounded friendship 
which I had cotetantiy been honored with in your letters, 
exceeds my mental faculties to comprehend. I am, how* 
ever, yet willing to give yoii an opportunity of rendering 
justice to nay charad^. I cannot think you are personally 
wttjr enemry. I rather imagine that your conduct towards me 
nt L^Orient, has arisen fromr the base misrepresentation of / 



somft secret villany ; theTcfore, I am, with analteWd scnt- 
mcDts of good will and affectioD for yonreelf and fomily, 
Mj dear friend, 

Your obliged, humble servant. 

1 certi^ that die original of tbe precedii^ letter was dtaly 
tvceived by my &ther> 

Le Rat dk CBAUMOirT. 
JS'tw-YorA, December, 1834. 

Commodore Jones was now approaching the scene of his 
greatest glory, which, in other respects than the afiair of the 
Serapis, would have been much more coniplete, had tbe 
captains of his squadron, and particulariy Landais, of tbe 
frigate Alliance, cordially co-c^erated with him. In peni- 
sing the narrative of this cruize, which is from the [wen of 
Jones himself, the reader will observe that he had designed 
to lay tbe town of Leith under contributioD, which intended 
enterprise would in all probability have succeeded, had the 
winds not have been adveree ; and even with that binder- 
ance, under the energetic direction of Commodore Jones, it 
might perhaps have b^u effected. He bad prepared eveiy 
thirur for the nuroose. and assigned to each vessel of his 
te duty. The landii^ was to have 
Col. Chamillard, with one bondred 
led with a white and a red Sag, the 
]f which was to be the ugnal that 
ed to the tenns proposed by the com- 
ter, that tbey had niiiBed. Tbe dis- 
tfaer, was to indicate that ibe putj 
compelled to retreat ; in which case, 
as to have been covered by the ships 
in of 100,000/. sterling was to have 
I, the payment of 50,000/. of which 
sted on instantly, and hostages firom 
thabttants taken for tbe speedy pay- 
g moiety. The undertaJting failed 
ted by Jones ; but the summons writ- 
rill serve to shew the humanity with 
ind it is therefore presented for peni- 
;rm8 of capitulation, both documents, 
bund among the papers of Jones', now 
le author of this volume. It will be 
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remarked that Commodore Jones, in this, as in everr other 
instance, ascribed the severity of his operations to the out* 
rages committed by the British troops in America ; thas 
giving to his actions a national^ and not a vindictively per- 
sonal complexion. It will be seen in the sequel, that Dr. 
Franklin himself justified thes^ retaliatory measures, and 
almost regretted ttie mildness of the instructions which he 
had previously addressed to the commodore for the govern- 
ment of his conduct towards the enemy, so deeply was that 
venerable man affected by the atrocities of the Englisn sol- 
diers. In no particular did Jones transcend these instruc- 
tions, but seems, in every situation, to have endeavoured to 
assuage the miseries of war by the kindest possible treatment 
to his prisoners. 

The Honorable Captain Jones, Commander in Chief of 
the American squadron now in Europe, on board the 
American ship of war the Bon homme Richard, at 
anchor in the Road of Leith, September the — ^, 
1779. 

To the Worshipful the Provost of Leith, or, in his absence, 
to the Chief Magistrate who is now actually present ana 
in authority there. 

Sir, 

The British marine force that has been stationed here for 
the protection of your city and commerce, being now taken 
by the American arms under my command, I have the honor 
to send you this by my officer. Lieutenant Colonel de Cha- 
millard, who commands the vanguard of my troops. I do 
not wish to distress the poor inhabitants ; my intention is 
only to demand your contribution towards the reimburse- 
ment which Britain owes to the much injured citizens of 
America. Savages would blush at the unmanly violation 
and rapacity that has marked the tracks of British tyranny 
in America, from which neither virgin innocence nor help- 
less age has been a plea of protection or pity. 

Leith aiid its port now lays at our mercy ; and did not 
the plea of humanity stay die hand of just retaliation, I 
should, witfioiU advertisement^ lay it in ashes. Before 1 pro- 
ceed to that stem duty as an officer, my duty as a man in- 
dikes me to propose to you, by the means of a reasonable 



ransom, to prevent such a scene of horror and distress. — 
For this reason I have autiiorized Lieut* Col* de Chamiliaid 
to coiKJade and agree with you on the terms of ransom, 
allowing you exactly half an hour's reflection before yoa 
finally accept or reject the terms which he shall propose. 

If ypu accept the terms ofiered within the time limited^ 
you may rest assured that no farther debarkation of troops 
will be made, but Aat the re-embarkation of the vanguard 
will immediately follow, and that the property of the citi* 
sens shall remain unmolested* 

I lutve the honor to be, &c* 

CAPITULATION. 

We the subscribers, the Provost, Recorder, and jprincipal 
Magistrates of the city or corporation of Leith m Scot- 
land, promise and swear in honor and good faith, agreeable 
to the laws of war, according to which we submit to the 
honorable Captain Jon^Commander in chief of an Ame- 
rican squadron now in Earope, to perform faithfully the 
articles of the present capitulation. 

Art, isL There shall not be any act of hostility com- 
mitted against any ship or vessel,, or against any person what- 
soever tnat is belonging to the American sauadron under the 
command of Captain Jones, either by the inhabitants of 
Leith, by regular or irregular troops, or by any person, or 
persons whatsoever during the term which he may be com- 
pelled by contrary winds, or other insuperable causes to re- 
main wim his squadron, within the Firth of Forth. 

ArL 2d. In case of any contravention, or breach of ttris 

capitulation on our part, it is agreed that the Commander 

in chief of the American squadron aforesaid, shall use viga* 

, rous measures towards the subjects of his Britannic Majesty 

J who are in his hands, either as prisoners, or hostages ; and 

the Magistrates, and principal inhabitants of Leith agree to 
submit themselves exactly to this article. 

ArL 3d. As soon as the terms of ransom are fulfilled on 
the part of the Magistrates of Leith, Captain Jones shall 
embrace the first fair wind and depart with his squadron 
from Leith, without molesting tiie inhabitants. 

. Done at Leith this day of September, 1 779. 

Nothing can be more characteristic of the determined re- 
solution of Commodore Jones to obtain the object on which 
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he wafi once bent, tfaaii his perseverance in remaining on bia 
cimiog ground off the enemy's coast, in defiance of the ain* 
gnlsr be^?iour of Captain Landab and the lukewarmiiess 
of the other commanding officers in the squadron. The for- 
tnnate isiiie of eveiy enterprise of the sort depends mainly 
upon the spirit and harmony that prevail among those who 
have been appointed to act in concert, and, at the same time, 
in snberdination. The deportment of Captain TjiTM^ftjfl 
Aroughout the engagement with the Serapis was vrdl calcn* 
kted to jzive the victory to the British flag ; and there is good 
ground for believii^ that it was, from envy or jealousy, in 
the contemplation of Landais to tear tiie laurels from the 
brow of Jones, or to subject him to disgrace, by allowingtfae 
Bon honnme Richard, and* Serapis, in their dose encounter, 
so to disable each other, that keeping the Alliance miin<* 
jured, in the event of the Bon homme Richard's striking her 
colors to her antagonist, Captain Landais mij^t have made 
prizes of both ^hips, and, returning victorious to France, 
have figured as the principal hero of the bloody ccHnbat* 
Certain it is, that he man<euvred so as to cripple the Bon 
homme Richard, and actually shed the blood of some of the 
valiant crew. The iact does not admit of dispate. It is 
established bv the testimony of ttiose who witnessed his ma- 
noeuvres, and wtio. it will be found in the subsequent pages, 
specifically verify all the allegations made by Uommodore 
Jones against Landais. Such a mass of evidence is irresis* 
tible, and leaves nothing to reflecting minds but regret that 
die bad passions of the human heart, unrestrained by reason, 
should, at a critical moment, have had such influence over 
a naval officer, honored with a commission finom the Ameri- 
can Coi^rees, as to have rendered the triumph of the flag of 
the United States dubious for several hooiv. Had Captain 
Landais employed himself in capturing and destroying the 
ships of flie Baltic fleet, whilst Jones was engaged with the 
Serapis, it can scarcely be considered as doubtnil that very 
few of them would have escaped* 

On board the shw Serapis^ at anchor mih<mt } 
the Texelj in Holland, October 3d, 1779. ) 

His Excellency Benjamin Franklin. 

Honored and Dear Sir, 

When I had' the honor of writing to you on the llth of 
August, previous to my departure from the Road of Groaiz, I 
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had before me the mofit flattering prospect of rendering es- 
sential service to the common cause of France and Ame* 
rica« I had a fiill confidence in the voluntary inclination and 
ability of every captain under my command, to assist and 
support me in my duty with cheerful emulation ; and I watf 
persuaded diat every one of them would pursue glory in 
preference to interest. 

Whether I was, or was not deceived, will best appear 
by a relation of circumstances. 

The little squadron under my orders, consisting of the 
Bon homme Richard, of 40 guns ; the Alliance, of 36 guns ; 
the Pallas, of 32 guns ; the Cerf, of 18 guns ; and the Yen* 
geance, of 12 guns ; joined by two privateers, the Monsieur 
and the Granville, sailed from the Road of Groaix at day* 
break on the 14th of August ; the same day we spoke with 
a large convoy bound from the southward to Brest. 

On the 1 8th we retook a large ship belonging to Holland, 
laden chiefly with brandy and wine that had been destined 
from Barcelona for Dunkirk, and taken eight days before hy 
an English privateer. The captain of the Monsieur, how- 
ever, took out of this prize such articles as he pleased in 
the night, and the next day being astern of the squadron 
and to windw^, he actually wrote orders in /Us proper 
name, and sent away the prize under one of his own offi- 
cers. This, however, I superseded by sending her for 
L'Orient under my orders, in the character of commander 
in chief. The evening of the day following, the Monsieur 
separated from the squadron. 

On the 20th we saw and chased a large ship, but could 
not overtake her, she being to windward. 

On the 21st we saw and chased another ship that was also 
to windward, and thereby eluded our pursuit. The same 
afternoon, we took a brigantine called the Mayflower, laden 
with butter and salt provisions, bound from Limerick in 
Ireland for London ; this vessel 1 immediately expedited for 
L'Orient. 

On the 23d, we saw Cape Clear and the S. W. part of 
Ireland. That afternoon, it being calm, I sent some armed 
boats to take a brigantine that appeared in the N. W. Quar- 
ter. Soon after in the evening, it became necessary to nave 
a boat ahead of the ship to tow, as the helm could not pre- 
vent her from laying across the tide of flood, which would 
have driven us into a de^p and dangerous bay, situated bev 
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tween the rocks on the south called the. Skallocks, and on 
the north called the Blaskets. The ship's boats being ab- 
sent, I sent my own bai^e ahead to tow the ship. The 
boaits took the brigantine ; she was called the Fortuned and 
bound with a cargo of oil, blubber and staves, from New- 
foundland for Bristol ; this vessel I ordered to proceed im- 
mediately for Nantfts or St. Malo. Soon after sunset the 
villains who towed the ship, cut the tow rope and decamped 
witti my barge. Sundry shots were fired to bring them too 
without effect, in the mean time the master of the Bon 
honame Richard, without orders, manned one of the ship's 
boats, and with four soldiers pursued the barge in order to 
stop the deserters. The evening was clear and serene, but 
the zeal of that officer, Mr. Cutting Lunt, induced him to 
pursue too far, and a fog which came on soon afterward 
prevented the boats from rejoining the ship, although I 
caused signal guns to be frecj^uently fired. The fog and 
calm contmued the next day till towards evening. In the 
afternoon Captain Landais came on board the Bon honmip 
Richard and behaved towards me with great disrespect, 
j^rming in the most indelicate manaer and language, that 
I had lost my boats and people through my imprudence 
in sending boats to take a prize ! He persisted in his re- 
proaches, though he was assured by Messrs. De Weibert and 
Ve ChamiUard, that die bai^ was towing the ship at the 
time of elopement, and that she had not been sent in pur- 
suit of Ae prize. He was affronted, because I would not 
the day before suffer him to chase without my orders, and 
to approach the dangerous shore I have already mentioned, 
where he was an entire straneer, and trhen there was not 
sufficient wind to govern a ship. He told me he was the 
only American in the s<]|uadron, and was determined to 
IbUow his own opinion in chasing when and where he 
thoQ^t proper, and in every other matter that concerned 
die service, and that if I continued in that situation three 
days longer, the squadron would be taken, &c. By the ad- 
Tice of Captain De Cottineau, and with the free consent 
and approbation of M. De Varage, I sent the Cerf in to re- 
connoitre the coast, and endeavour to take the boats and 
ale, the next day, while the squadron stood off and on 
e S. W. quarter, in the best possible situation to inter- 
cept the enemy's merchant ships, whether outward or home- 
ward bound. The Cerf had on board a pilot well acquaint- 
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ed with' the coast, and was ordered to join me again before 
night. I approached the shore in the afternoon, but the 
Ceif did not appear ; this induced me to stand off again in 
the night in order to return and be rejoined by the Cerf fte 
next day ; but to my great concern and disappointment, 
thou^ 1 ranged the coast along and hoisted ourprivate 
signals, neither the boats nor the Cerf joined me. Toe eve- 
ning of that day, the 26th, brought with it stormy weather, 
with an appearance of a severe gale from the S. W., yet I 
must declare I did not follow my own judgment, but was ' 
led by the assertion which had fallen from Captain Lan* 
dais, when I in the evening made a signal to steer to the 
northward and leave that station, which I wished to have 
occupied at least a w^ek longer. The gale increased in ttie 
night with thick weather ; to prevent separation, I carried 
a top light and fired a gun ever^ quarter of an hour. I car- 
ried, also, a very moderate sail, and the course had beea 
clearly pointed out by a signal before night ; yet witfi all 
this precaution, I found myself accompanied only by the 
brigantine Vengeance in the morning, the Granville having 
remained astern with a prize; as I 'have since understood 
the tiller of the Pallas broke after midni^t, which disa- 
bled her from keeping up, but no apology has yet been made 
in behalf of the Alliance. 

On the 31st, we saw the Flamie Islands situated near the 
Lewis, on the N. W. coast of Scotland ; and the next 
morning, off Cape Wrath, we ^ve chase to a ship to wind- 
ward, at the same time two ships appearing in the N« W» 
quarter, which proved to be the Alliance and a prize ship 
which she had taken, bound, as I understood, from Liver- 
pool to Jamaica, llie ship which I chased brought too at. 
noon ; she proved to be the Union letter of Marque, bound 
from London for Quebec, with a cargo of naval stores on 
account of govemmtet, adapted for the service of th^ Bri- 
tish armed vessels on the lakes. The public despatcbn 
were lost, as the Alliance very imprudently hoisted Ameri- 
can colors, though English colors were then flying on 
board the Bon homme Richard. Captain Landais sent a 
small boat to ask whether I would man the ship or he 
should, as in the latter case he would suffer no boat nor per- 
son from Ae Bon homme Richard to go near tfie prize. 
Ridiculous as this appeared to me, I yielded to it m* the 
sake of peace, and received the prisoners on board the Bon 
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homme Richard, while tiie prize was manned from the Al- 
liance* In the afternoon another sail appeared, and I im- 
mediately made the signal for the Alliance to chase ; but 
instead of obeyingy he wore and laid the ship's head the 
ofter waj. The next morning I made a signal to speak 
wiA the Alliance, to which no attention was shown ; 1 then 
made sail with the ships in company, for the second rendez- 
vous, which was not far distant, and where I fully expected 
to be joined by the Pallas and the Cerf. 

The second of September we saw a sail at daybreak, and 
gave chase ; that ship proved to be the Pallas, and had met 
with no success while separated from the Bon homme Ri- 
chard* 

On the 3d the Vengeance brought too a small Irish bri- 
gantihe, bound homeward from Inorway. The same eve- 
ning I sent the Vengeance in the N. E. quarter to bring up 
the two prize ships that appeared to me to be too near the 
islands of Shetland. While with the Alliance and Pallas, 
I endeavoured to weattier Fair Isle, and to get into my 
second rendezvous, where I directed the Vengeance to join 
me with the three prizes. The next morning, having wea- 
thered Fair Isle, and not seeing the Vengeance nor the 
prizes, I spdce ^e Alliance and ordered her to steer to the 
northward and bring them up to the rendezvous* 

On the morning of the 4m the Alliance appt»red again, 
and had brought too two very small coasting sloops in bal- 
last, but without having attended properly to my orders of 
yesterday* The Vengeance joined me soon after, and in- 
formed me that in consequence of Captain Landais' orders 
to the commanders of the two prize ships, they had refused 
to follow him to the rendezvous* I am to^ this moment 
ignorant of what orders these men received from Captain 
Landais, nor know I by virtue of what authority he ventu- 
red to give his orders to prizes in my presence and wilhout 
either my knowledge or approbation. Captain Ricot fur- 
ther informed me that he baa burnt the prize brigantine, be- 
cause that vessel proved leaky ; and I was sorry to under- 
stand afterward that though the vessel was Irish property, 
the caigo was property of the subjects of Norway. 

In the evening I sent for all the captains to ccnne on board 
the Bon homme Richard, to consult on future plans of ope- 
xatibn* Captains Cottineau and Ricot obeyed me, but Cap- 
tain Landais obstinately refused, and afler sending me vari« 
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ous uncivil messages, wrote me a very extraordinary iett^- 
in answer to a written order, which I had sent him, on find- 
ing that he had trifled with my verbal orders. The next 
day a pilot boat came on board from Shetland, by which 
means I received such advices as induced me to change a 
plan which I otherwise meant to have pursued; and as die 
Cerf did not appear at my second rendezvous, I determined 
to steer towards the third in hopes of meeting her there* 

In the afternoon a gale of wind came on, which continued 
four days without intermission. In the second nigjbt of that 
gale, the Alliance, with her two little prizes, again separa* 
ted from the Bon homme Richard. I had now with me 
only the Pallas and the Vengeance, yet I did not abandon 
the hopes of performing some essential service. The winds 
continued contrary, so that we did not see the land till the 
evening of the 13th, when the bills of the Cheviot in the 
S. E. of Scotland appeared. The next day we chased sun- 
dry vessels and took a ship and a brigantine, both from the 
Firth of Edinbuigh, laden with coal. Knowii^ that there 
lay at anchpr in Leith road an armed ship of 20 guns, with 
two or three fine cutters, I formed an expedition against 
Leith, which I purposed to lay under a laree.contribution^ 
or otherwise to reduce it to ashes. Had I been alone, the 
wind being favorable, I would have proceeded directly up 
the Firth, and nuist have succeeded as they lay there in a 
state of perfect indolence and security, which would have 
proved their ruin. Unfortunately for mc, the PaUas and 
Vengeance were both at a considerable distance in the 
offing ; they having chased to the southward ; this ob%ed 
us to steer out of the Firth again to meet them. The Cap- 
tains of the Pallas and Vengeance being come on board the 
Bon homme Richard, I communicated to them my project, 
to which many difficulties and objections were made by 
them ; at last, however, they appeared to think better fd 
the design after I had assured them that I hoped to raise a 
contribution of 200,000 pounds sterling on Leith, and that 
there was no battery of cannon there to oppose our landing* 
So much time, however, was unavoidably spent in pointed 
remarks and sa^e deliberation that night, that the wind be- 
came contrary m the morning. * 

We continued working to windward up the Firth without 
beii^ able to reach the road of Leith, till on the morning 
of the 17th, when being almost within cannon shot of file 
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town, havii^ every thing in readiness for a desce^^t, a verj 
severe gale of wind came on, and being directly contraiy^ 
obliged us to bear away, after having in vain endeavoured 
for some time to withstand its violence. The gale was so 
severe, that one of the prices that had been taken on the 
14th sunk to the bottom, the crew being with difficulty sa- 
ved. As die alarm by this time had reached Leith by means 
of a cutter that had watched our motions that morning, and 
as the wind continued contrary, (though noore moderate in 
the evening) I thought it impossible to pursue the enterprise 
with a good prospect of success ; especially as Edinburg, 
where there is always a number of troops, is only a mile 
distant from Leith, therefore I gave up the project. 

On the 19th, having taken a sloop and a bri^ntine in bal- 
last, with a sloop laden with building timber, I proposed an- 
other project to Mr. Cottineau, which would have been high- 
ly honorable though not profitable ; many difficulties were 
made, and our situation was represented as being the most 
perilous. The enemy, he said, would send against us a su- 
perior force, and that if I obstinately continued on the coast 
of England two days longer, we should all be taken. The 
Vengeance having chased along shore to the southward. 
Captain Cottineau said he would follow her with the prizes, 
as 1 was unable to make much sail, having that day been 
obliged to strike the main-top-mast to repair damages ; and 
as I afterward understood, be told M. De Chamillard 
that unless I joined them the next day, both the Pallas and 
the Vengeance would leave that coast. I bad thoughts of 
attempting the enterprise alone after the Pallas had made 
sail to join the Vengeance. I am persuaded even now, that 
I would have succeeded, and to the honor of my young 
officers, I found them as ardently disposed to the business 
as I could desire ; nothing prevented me from pursuing my 
design but the reproach that would have been cast upon 
my character, as a man of prudence, had the enteq>ri6e 
uuscarried. It would have been said, was he not forewarn- 
ed by Captain Cottineau and others ? 

I made sail along shore to the southward, and next mor- 
ning took a coasting sloop in ballast, which with another 
that I had taken the ni^t before, I ordered to be sunk. In 
the evening, I again met with the Pallas and Vei^eance oft* 
Whitbj. Captain Cottineau told me he had sunk the bri-^ 
gantine, and ransomed the sloop, laden with building tim- 
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ber that h^ been taken the day before. I bad told Captun 
Cottineau the day before, that I had no authority to ransom 
prizes. ^ 

On the 3lBt we saw land chased two sail, off Flandioroi^ 
Head, the Pallas in the N. E. quarter, while the Bob bonmie 
Richard followed by the Vengeance in the S. W. the one I 
chas^, a brigantine copier in ballast belonging to ScarixK 
rough was soon taken, and sunk immediately afterward, ase 
fleet then appeajred to the southward : it was so late in the daj 
that I could not come up with the fleet before night, at leogtb, 
however, I got so near one of them, as to force her to nm 
ashore, between Flamborough Head and the Spurn* Soon after 
I tookanother, a brigantine mm Holland belongiiig to Sunder^ 
land ; and at daylight the next morning, seeing a fleet stee^ 
ing towards me from the Spurn, I imagined them to be a con- 
voy, bound from ^London for Leith, which had been for 
some time expected, one of them had a pendant hoisted, 
and appeared to be a ship of force, they had not, however, 
courage to come on, but kept back, all except the one 
which seemed to be armed, and that one also kept to wind- 
ward very near the land, and on the edge of dangerous 
shoals where I could not with safety approach. This in- 
duced me to make a signal for a pilot, and soon afterward 
two pilot boats came off; they informed me that the sUp 
that wore a pendant was an armed merchant ship, and that 
a king's fri^te lay there in sight, at anchor witfiin the 
Humber, waiting to take under convoya number of mer- 
chant ships bound to the northward, llie pilots imagined 
the Bon homme Richard to be an English ship of war, and 
consequently, conununicated to me the private signal which 
they had been required to make. I endeavoured by this 
means to decoy the ships out of the port, bpt the wind then 
changing, and with the tide becoming unfavorable for them, 
flie deception had not the desired effect, and they wisely 
put back. The entrance of the Humber is exceedin^y 
difficult and dangerous, and as the Pallas was not in sidit, 1 
thought it not prudent to remain off the entrance ; I mere- 
fore steered out again to join the Pallas off Flamborou^ 
Head. In the night we saw and chased two ships, until 3 
o'clock in tibe morning, when being at a very small distance 
from ttiem, I made Ihe private signal of recognizance, which 
I had given to each captain before I sailed from Groaix, one 
half 01 the answer only vras returned* In this position both 
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aides lay too till dayli^t, when the ships proved to be the 
Alliance and the Pallas. 

On the morning of that day, the 23d, the bris from Hoi* 
land not being in sight, we closed a brig&iitine mat appear- 
ed laying too to windward. About noon we saw and 
chased a large ship that appeared comiilg roond Flam* 
borough Head, from the northward, and at the same time I 
manned and armed one of the pilot boats to sail in pur* 
suit of the brigantine, which now appeared to be the vessel 
that I had forced ashore. Soon after this a fleet of 41 sail 
appeared off Flamborou^ Head, bearing N. N. E. ; tiiis in* 
duced me to abandon the single ship which had then anchor** 
ed in Burlington Bay ; I also called back the pilot boat and 
boisted a s^nal for a general chase. When the fleet dis* 
covered us bearing down, all the merchant ships crowded 
sail towards the shore. Tne two efaipe of war mat protect- 
ed the fleet, at the same time steered from the land, and 
made the disposition for the battle : in approaching the ene* 
my I crowded every possible sail, and made the signal for 
the line of battle, to which the Alliance showed no atten- 
tion. Earnest as I was for the action, I could not reach the 
commodore's ship until seven in the evening, being then 
withij^ pistol shot, when he hailed the Bon honome Richard, 
. we answered him by firing a whole broadside. 

The battle being thus begun, was continued with qnre* 
mittii^ fury. Every method was practised on both sides to 
gain an advantage, and rake each otbe^; and I must con- 
fess that the enemy's ship being much more manageable than 
tte Bon homme Kichard, gained thereby several times an 
advantageous situation, in spite of my best endeavours to. 
prevent it. As I had to deal with an eilemy of greatltf stc* 
perior forct, I was under the necessity of closing with him, 
to prevent the advantage which he had over me in point of 
manoeuvre. It was my intention to lay the Bon homme 
Richard athwart the enemy's bow, but as that operation 
required great dexterity in the management of both sails and 
hcim, and some of our braces being shot away, it did not 
exacdy succeed to my wishes ; the enemy's bowsprit, how- 
ever, came over the Bon homme Richard's poop by the 
mizen mast, and I made both ships last together in that 
situation, which by the action of the wind on the enemy's 
sadls, forced her stem close to the Bon homme ni- 
cbard's bow, so fliat flie ship4 lay square akmg side of 






each olber, the yards being all eatangled, and the cauium 
of each diip toucbing the opponent's side. When this posi- 
ticm took place it wa^ 8 o'clock, pievions to which the 
Bon boaune Richard had received flundry ei^teeo poandB 
shot below tiK water, and leaked ver; much. My battery 
of IS poimden, an which I had placed my chief depen- 
jukce, being commanded by Lieut. Dale and Col. Weibert, 
and manDcd principally with American seamen, and French 
▼oloBteen, were entirely silenced and -abandoned. Aa to 
the mx old ei^teen pounders that formed the battery of (he 
lower gnn-deck, they did no service whatever; two ont of 
three of them burst at the first fire, and^illed almost all the 
men who were stationed to manage them. Before this 
timetoo, Col. DeChamillard, who commanded a party of 30 
soldiers <hi the poop had abandoned ttiat station, after hav- 
ing lost some of his men. These men deserted tbeir qaar- 
ters. I had now only two pieces of cannon, nine pounders, 
cm the quarter deck that were not silenced, ana not one 
of the h^vier cannon was fired during the rest of tbeaclioD. 
Tbft purser, Mr. Mease, who commanded the guns on the 
-qouter deck, being dar^eroosly wounded in ue head, I 
was obliged to fill his place, and widi great difficulty rallied 
a few men, and shifted over one of tfae lee quarter-deck 
gona, so that we afterward played three pieces of 9 pounders 
vipoa the enony. Tbe tops alone seconded the fire of this 
Irttle battery, and hehi out bravely during the whole of tfae 
action ; especially the main top, irtiere Lieut. Stack com- 
manded. 1 directed the fire of one of the three canncm 
arainat the main-mast, with double-headed shot, while tfae 
mier two were ezceediady well served with grape and 
to silence ate enemy's musketry, and clear 
:h was at last ^ected. The enemy were, 
e understood, mi tbe instant of calling for 
the cowardice or treachery of tiiree of my 
induced them to call to the enemy. The 
dore asked me if I demanded quarters, and 
red him in the oMiet determined negative, 
tte battle with double fiiiy ; they were un- 
le deck, but the fire of their cannon, en>e- 
r battery, which was entirety formed of 1 8 
incessant. Both ships were set on fire in 
and ttie scene was dr^dfiil beyond the reach 
To account for the timidify of my three an- 
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der officers, I mean die gamier, the carj^enter, and the mas- 
ter-at-arms, I must obsenre that the two first were slightly 
wounded, and as the ship had received various shots under 
water, and one of the pumps being shot away, the carpen- 
ter expressed his fear that she would sink, and the other 
two concluded that she was sinking ; which occasioned the 
gunner to run aft on the poop widiout my knowledge, to 
strike the colons ; fortunately for me, a cannon ball had 
done that before, by carrying away the ensign st^: he wag 
therefore reduced to the necessi^ of sinking^ as he sup« 
posed, or of calling for quarter, and he preferred the latter* 

All this time the Bon homme Richard had sustained the 
action alone, and the enemy, though much superior in force, 
would have been very glad to have got clear, as appears by 
their own acknowledgements, and by their having let go an 
anchor the instant that I laid them on board, by which 
means they would have escaped had I not made tliem well 
fast to the Bon homme Richard. 

At last, at half past 9 o'clock, the Alliance appeared, and 
I now thought the battle at an end ; but, to my utter asto- 
nishment, he dischaiged a broadside foil into the stem of 
the Bon homme Ric&rd. We called to him for God's sake 
to forbear firing into the Bon homme Richard ; ^et hepass* 
ed along the offside of the ship and continued firms;. There 
was no possibility of his mistaking the enemy's ship for the 
Bon homme Richard, there being the most essential differ- 
ence in their appearance and constraetion ; besides, it was 
then fiill moon light, and the sides of the Bon homme Ri«- 
chard were all black, while the sides of the prizes were yel- 
low ; yet, for the greater security, I shewed &e signal of our 
reconnoissance, by putting out three lantboros, one at the 
head, (bow,) another at the stem, (quarter,) and the tiiird 
in the middle, in a horizontal line. Every tongue cried 
that he was firing into the wrortt^ ship, but nothing availed 7 
he passed round, firing into the Bon homme Richard's head, 
stem, and broadside, and by one of his voUies killed several 
of tny best men, and mortolly wounded a good officer on 
the mrecastle. My situation was really deplorable. The 
Bon homme Richard received various shot under water 
from the Alliance ; the leak gained on the pumps, and the 
fire increased much on board both ships. Some officers 
persuaded me to strike, of whose courage and«good sense I 
entertain a bi^ opinion* My tieachetous mast6r»at«anw 



tart loose ail my priBOoers wilhont my knowledge, and sif 
prospect became gloomy indeed, l would not, however, 
^re up the point. The enemy's main>mast began to sbakef 
their ming decreased, oura rather increased, and the Briti^ 
colors were struck at half an hour past 10 o'clock. 

"Hus prize proved to be the Brihsh ship of war the Sera- 
pis, a new ship of 44 guns, built on their most approved 
construction, with two complete batteries, one of mem at 
18 pounden, and commanded by the brave Commodore Ri- 
chard Pearson. 1 bad yet two enemies to enconnter &t 
more formidable than the Britons ; 1 mean fire «nd wtter. 
The Serapis was attacked only by the first, bat &e Bon 
homme Richard was assailed by both : there were five feet 
water in the hold, and tbou^ it was moderate from the ex- 
plosion of so much gunpowder, yet the three pumps Uiat 
remained could with difficulty only keep the water from 
gaining- The fire broke out in various parts of the ship, in 
spite of all the vrater that could be thrown to quench it, and 
A length broke out as low as the powder magazine, and 
within a few inches of the powder. In that dileomta, 1 took 
oat the powder upon deck, ready to be thrown overboard 
at die last extremity, and it was 10 o'clock the next day, 
the 94th, before the fire was entirely extinguiBfaed. With 
respect to die situation of die Bon homme Richard, Qie nid- 
dcr was cat entirely off die stem frame, and the tmnsnins 
were almost entirely cut away ; the thnbeiB, by the lower 
deck especially, from the main-mast to the stem, Wng ^%at- 
]y decayed widi age, were mangled beyond my power of de- 
flcripdon, and a person must nave been an eye-vritness to 
form a just idea of the tremendous scene of carnage, wreck, 
and min, diat every where appeared. Humanity cannot but 
recoil from die prospect of such finished horror, and lament 
that war diould produce such fatal conseouences. 

After the carpenters, as well as Capt. de Cottineau, and 
other men of sense, had well examined and surveyed the 
Aip, (which wh not fini^ed before five in the evening,) I 
toaod every jperson to be^conviuced that it was impossiMe 
' " » as to reach a port 
1 only a Teiy mode- 
move my wounded, 
lich was eflected in 
g. I was determi- 
lat, and, if possible, 



123 

to bring her iiktaport. For that purpose, the 'Gtsi lieutefi* 
ant of the Pallas continued on board, with a party of men 
to attend the punips, with boats in waiting readj to take 
them on board, in case the water should gaint on them too 
fast. The wind angmented in the night and the next dajr, 
on the 35tfi, so that it was impossible to prevent the good 
old ship from sinking. Thej did not abandon her till aftet 
9 o'clock : the water was then up to the lower deck ; and a 
little after ten, I saw with inexpressible grief the last glimpse 
of the Bon homme Richard. No lives were lost with the 
ship, but it was impossible to save the stores of anj sort 
whatever. I lost even the best part of my clothes, books, 
and papers ; and several of my officers lost all their clothes 
and efiects. 

Having thus endeavoured to give a clear and simple rela- 
tion of the circumstances and events that have attended the 
little armament under my command, I shall freely submit 
tny conduct therein to the censure of my superiors and the 
impartial public. I beg leave, however, to observe, that 
the force that was put under my command was far from 
being well composed; and as the great majority o£ the act- 
ors in it have appeared bent on the pursuit of interest only, 
I am exceedingly sorry that they and I have been at all con- 
cerned. I am in the highest degree sensible of the singular 
attentions which I have experienced from the Court of 
France, which I shall remember with perfect gratitude until 
the end of my life, and will always endeavour to merit, while 
I can, consistent with my honor, continue in the public ser- 
vice. I must speak plainly. As I have been always ho- 
nored witti the fiiU confidence of Congress, did as I also 
flattered myself with enjoying in some measure the confi- 
dence of the Court of France, I could not but be astonished 
at the conduct of M. de Chaumont, when, in the moment 
of my departure from Groaix, he produced^ apaper, a con« 
cordat, for me to sign, in common with the officers whom I' 
had commissioned but a few days before. Had that paper, 
or even a less dishonorsiile one, been proposed to me at the 
beginning, I would have rejected it with just contempt, anj 
&e word deplacement aniong others should have been neces- 
sarjr* I cannot, however, even now suppose that he was 
authorized by the Court to make such a bar]^in with* me ; 
nor can I suppose that the minister of the marine meant that 
M« de Chaumont should consider me merely as a collevgpe 



with the coBunHDden of Ibe other ships, &nd comnmnicafe 
to them not onlj all he knew, but ail he Ifaou^tt, respecting 
our destioation and operations. M. de Chaumont has made 
me various reproaches on account of the expense of the Bon 
homme Richard, wherewith I cannot think 1 have been justly 
chargeable. M. de Cbaniillard cao attest that the Bon 
homme Richard was at last far from being well fitted or 
anned for war. If an; penoD or persons who have been 
chai^d with the expense of that armament have actod 
wrong, the fault must not be laid to my chaise. I had no 
authority to superintend that armament, and the persons who 
had authority were so far from giving me what I thou^t 
necessary, that M. de Chaumont even refused, amonjg other 
-things, to allow ine irons for securitw the prisoners of war. 

In short, wlule my Ufe remains, if I have any capacity to 
render good and acceptable services to the common cause* 
no man will step forth with greater cheerfulness and alacrity 
than myself, but I am not made to be dishonored, nor can I 
accept of the half confidence of any man living ; of course 
I c^not, coDsisteot with my honor and a prospect of suc- 
cess, uudertake future expeditions, unless when the object 
and destioation is communicated to me alone, and to no 
other person in the marine line. In cases where troops are 
embarked, s. like confidence is due alone to their commander 
in chief. On no other condition will I ever undertake the 
chief coounand of a private expedition ; and when I do not 
command in chief, I have no desire to be in the secret. 

Captain Cottineau engaged the Countess of Scarborough 
and took her after an hour's acljon, while the Bon homme 
Richard eng^ed the Serapis. The Countess of Scarbo- 
rough ia an armed slup of 30 six-pounders, and was com- 
manded by a King's officer. In the action, the Countess 
of Scarborough and the Serapis were at a considerable dis- 
tance asunder; and the Alliance, as I am informed, fired 
into the Pallas and killed some men. If it should be asked 
why the convoy was sufiered to escape, 1 must answer, &at 
I was myself in no condition to pursue, and that none of the 
rest shewed any inchnation, not even Mr- Ricot, who had 
held ofiT at a distance to windward during the whole actioo, 
and withheld by force the pilot boat with my lieutenant and 
15 men.* The Alliance too, was in a state to pursue the 

nport that hw proved to be 61m ; lor it now ap. 
pTtmXj ordered the pilot-b(«t to booid the Bon 
ide* WM diMbeyv^ 
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fleet, not bftTing had a ringle man wounded, or a single sbot 
fired at her from the Serapis, and only three that £d exe* 
cution from the Countess of ScariiM>rougfa, at such a distance 
that one stuck in the side, ^d the other two just touched 
and then dropped into the water. The Alliance killed one 
man onij on board the Serapis. As Captain de Cottineau 
chafed himself with mannios and securing the prisoners of 
tte Countess of Scarborough, 1 think the escape <n the Baltic 
fleet cannot so well be chaiged to hia account* 

I should have mentioned, that the main-mast and mizen- 
top-mast of the Serapis fell overboard soon after the captain 
had come on board the Bon homme Richard. 

Upon the whole, the captain of the Alliance has behaved 
so very ill in every respect, that I must complain loudly of 
his conduct. He pretends that he is authoriEed to act inde- 
pendent of my command.: I have been tau^t the contrary ; 
but supposing it to be so, his conduct has been base and 
unpardonable. M. de Chamillard will explain the particu- 
lars. Either Captain Landais or myself is hi^ly criminal, 
and one or the other must be punished. I forbear to take 
any steps with him until I have the advice and approbation 
of your excellency. I have been advised by all the officers 
of the squadron to put M . Landais under arrest ; but as I 
have pos^>oned it so long, I will bear with him a little longer 
until the return of my express. 

We this day anchored here, having since the action been 
tossed to and fro by contrary winds. I wished to have gain- 
ed the Road of Dunkirk on account of our prisoners, but 
was overruled by the majority of mv colleagues* 1 shall 
hasten up to Amsterdam, and there if l meet with no orders 
for my government, I will take the advice of the French 
ambassador. It is my present intention to have the Count* 
ess of Scarborough ready to transport the prisoners from 
hence to Dunkirk, unless it should be found more expedient 
\o deliver them to the English ambassador, taking his obli-* 
gation to send to Dunkirk, &c.. immediately an equal num- 
ber of American prisoners. I am under strong apprehen- 
sions that our object here will fail, and that through the im- 
prudence of M. de Chaunoont, who has communicated every 
thira he knew or thought on die matter to persons who can- 
not help talking^ of it at a full table. This is the way he 
keeps state secrets, though he never mentioned the afiair 
to me. I am ever, &c. 

JoBN P« Jovasu 
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Particulars of the $9kgag€mmt between the Ban homme Hidwri 
and tkeSermisJurmehed by first LietOenani Richard Dah^ 
ef the Bon^ homnu Richard^ for this work. 

On tbe 33d of September 1779, bek^ below, w&b roused 
bj an vnuAiial noise upon deck. This induced me to go apoa 
deck when I found Ae men were swaying ap tbe royal 
yards, preparatory to making sail for a large fleet under 
our lee. I asked t^e coastii^ pilot what fleet it was ? He 
answered " The Baltic fleet under convoy of the Smnpis of 
44 guns, and the Countess of Scarborough of 30 guns." A 
general chase flien commenced of the Bon homme Richard, 
uie Vengeance, the Pallas, and the Alliance. The latter 
ship being tihen in sight after a separation (ram the squadron 
of nearly three weds, but which diip, as usual, disregarded 
Hbe private signals of the Commodore. At this time our 
fleet headed to the northward, with a light breeze, Fhmbo- 
rough head being about two leagues distant. At 7 P. M« it 
was evident the Baltic fleet perceived we were in chace, 
from the signal of the Serapis to the merchantmen to stand 
in shore. At the same time the Serams, and Countess of 
Scarborough, tacked ship, and stood off shore, wiA the in- 
tention of drawing off our attention from the convoy. When 
these ships had separated from the convoy about two miles, 
they again tacked and stood in shore after the Merchantmen. 
At about eight, beins within hail, the Seraipis demanded, 
'* what ship is that? He was answered, ^^ I canH h^ir what 
you say.'' immediately after the Serapis hailed again, 
^' what ship is that ? Answer immediately, or I shall be under 
the necessity of firing into yon*" At this moment I received 
orders from Commodore Jones to commence the action with 
a broadside, which indeed appeared to be simultaneous oh 
board both ships. Our position being to windward of the 
Serapis we passed a-head of her, and the Serapis coming 
up on our larboard quarter, die action commenced abreast of 
each other. Tbe Serapis soon passed ahead of the Bon 
homme Richard, and when he thought he had gained a ^s* 
tance sufficient to go down athwart the fore foot to rake us, 
found he had not enough distance, and that the Bon homme 
Richard would be aboard him, put his helm a-lee, which 
brought the two ships on a line, and the Bon homme Richard, 
having head way, ran her bows into the stem of the Serapis. 
We had remained in this situation but a few minutes when 
we were again hailed by the Serapis^ ^^ Has your ship struck P^ 
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To wbich Captaio Jones answered, ^ I have not jet begun 

to fight/^ As we were unable to bring a single ^on to bear 

upon the Serapis our top-saik were Imcked, wbile tbose of 

the Serapis b^ng filled, the ships separated. The S^erapia 

wore abort round upon her heel, and her jib-boom raa 

into ike miaen rigging of the Bon homme Richard ; in this 

situation the ships w^re made fiist together with a hawser, the 

bowsprit of the Serapis to the mizen-mast of the Bon homme 

Richard, and the action recommenced from the starboard 

sides of the two ships. With a view of sq>arating tiie sUps^ 

the Serapis let go her anchor, which manoeuFre bmught her 

head, and the stem of the Qonfaomme Richard to the wind, 

while the ships lay closely pressed against each other. A 

novelty in naval combats was now presented to many wit* 

nesses, but to few admirers. The rammers were ran into 

die respective ships to enable the men to load after the lower 

ports of the Serapis had been blown away, to make room for 

running out their guns, and in this situation ttie ships re« 

mained until between 10 and 11 o'clock P« M. when the 

ei^igement terminated by the surrender of the Serapis. 

Fnmi the commencement to the termination of me action 
Aere was not a man on board the Bon homme Richard igno« 
rant of the superiori^ of the Serapis, both in weidit of 
metal, and in the qualities of the crews. The crew ofthat 
ship was picked seamen, and the ship itself had been only a 
few months off the stocks, whereas the crew of the oon 
homme Richard consisted of part American, En^sh, and 
French, and a part of Maltese, Portuguese,and Malays, fliese 
latter contributing by their want of naval skill, and knowledge 
of the Endish bnguage to depress rather than elevate a 
just hope of success in a combat under such circumstances^ 
Neither the consideration of the relative force of the ships ; 
the fact of the blowing up of the gun deck above them by 
Ae baratii^ of two of the 18 pounders, nor the alarm tiiat 
die ship was sinking, could depress the ardor, or diange the 
determination of tiie brave Captain Jones, his offik^ers and 
men* Neither the repeated broadsides of the Alliance, 
riveo with the view of sinking or disabling the Bon homme 
Richard, the frequent necessity of sosjpenduig the combat to 
extinguish the flames, which several times were within a feif 
iix:lie8 of the magasine, nor the liberation by the Baaster<-at« 
anas of nearly dOO prisoners, could change or weaken the pur* 
pose of the American commander. At the moment of the 



¥ 



%■ 



■^ 



liberation of tbe prisoners, one of (faem, ai commander of a 
SO gun ship taken a few days before, passed throagh the 
pOTfa on board the Serapis, and iofonne^ Captain Pearsoa 
that if he would hold out onlj a little while longer, the ship 
alongside, would either strike or sink, and that all the prisoQ- 
en (^ been released to sate their lives ; — the combat was 
accordinglj continued with reaewed ardor, by the Serapis. 

The hre from the tops of the Bon homnie Richard ww 
C<Hiducted with so much skill and effect aa to destroy uld- 
mately every man who appeared upon the quarter deck of 
tbe Serapis, and induced her commander to order tbe sorvi- 
Ton to go below. Norevenuoder shelter of the decks wen 
ihey more secure. The powder monkies of the Serapis 
finding no officer to receive the 1 8 pound cartridges broug^ 
from die mamzines, threw them on the main-deck, and went 
for more. These cartridges being scattered along tbe deck 
and numbers of them bn»eD, it so happened that some of 
die hand-grenades thrown from the main-yard of tbe Bob 
homme Richard, which was directly over the main-batch of 
(he Serais, fell upon this powder and produced a most awful 
explosion. The effect wu tremendous ; more than 30 of 
tbe enemy were blown to pieces, and Qiany stood with only 
tbe collars of Uieir shirts npon their bodies, in less than u 
hour afterward, the flag of England, wbich had been nailed 
to the mast of tbe Serapis, wqh struck by Captain Pearson's 
mtin hand, as none of his people would venture aloft on ttua 
dnty ;. and this too when more than 1500 persons were wit- 
nessing the conflict, and tiie humiliating termination of it, 
from Scarborough, and Flamborougfa head. 

Upon finding tiiat the flag of the Serapis had been struck, 
I went to Captain Jooes', and asked whether I might board 
the Serapis ? to which he consented ; and Jumpingupon tbe 
gun-wale ; seized the main-brace pennant, and swung myself 
upon her auarter-deck. Midshipman Mayrant followed with 
a ^arty or men, and was immediately run through the tbigfa 
with a boarding pike by some of the enemy stationed in 
tbe waist, who were not informed of the surrender of Uieir 
ship. 1 found Captain Pearson standing on the leeward side 
of the quarter deck, and addressing myeelf to him, said, — 
*' Sir, I have orders to send you on board tbe ship along 
side." The first lieutenant of tbe Serapis coming up at thb 
moment inquired of Captain Pearson, whether uie ^ip 
along side bad struck to him f To which I replied, " No, 
f^r, the contrary, be has struck to uir." The lieoteoaDt rc- 
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newiDg bis inquiry, have you struck, Sir 2 was answered, 
" Yes, I have." The lieutenant replied, " I have nothing 
taore to say,'' and was ahout to return below, when I informed 
him he must accompany Captain Pearson on board the ship 
alonff tside. He said, " if* you will permit me to go below, 
I will silence the firii^ of the lower deck guns/' This re- 
quest i^as refused, and with Captain Pearson, was passed 
over ta the deck of the Bon homme Richard. Orders b^ing 
sent below to cease firing, — ^the engagement terminated, after 
a most obstinate contest of three hours and a half. 

Upon receiving Captain Pearson on board the Bon homme 
Richard, Captain Jones gave orders to cut loose the lashings, 
and directed me to follow him with the Serapis. Perceiving 
the Bon homme Richard leaving the Sera pis, I sent one of 
the quarter-masters to ascertain whether the wheeI*ropes 
were cut away, supposing something extraordinary must be 
the? matter, as the ship would not pay off, although the head 
sails were aback, and no after «ail; the quarter-master re- 
turning, reported that the wheel-ropes were all well, and the 
helm hard a-port. Excited by this extraordinary circum- 
stance. I jutnped off the binnacle, where I had been sitting, 
and falling upon the deck, found to my astonishment I had 
the use of only one of my legs : — a splinter of one of the 
guns had struck, and badiv wounded my 1^ without my 
perceiving the injury until this moment. I was replaced 
upon the binnacle, when the sailing-master of the Serapis 
coming up to me observed, that from my orders he judged 
I must be ignorant of tibe ship being at anchor. Noticing the 
second lieutenant of the Bon homme Richard, I directed him t 
to go below and cut away the cable, and follow UieBon homme 
Richard with the Serapis. I was then carried on board the 
Bon homme Richard to have my wound dressed. 

ADMIRALTY OFFICE, Oct. 12th, 1779. 

A letter from Capt. Richard Pearson, of bis Majesty's ship 
Serapis to Mr. Stephens, of which the following is a copy, 
was yesterday received at this ofEce. 

Palloij French FrigaUf in Qhigress > 
service, Texel, Octi^erSthy 1779.5 

You will be pleased to inform the Lords' Commissioii- 
er» of the Admiralty, that on the 23d ult., being close in 
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with Scarborough, about 4 o'clock, a boat came on board 
with a letter from the bailiSs of that corporation, giving id- 
fonnatioD of a flying squadron of the enemy's shipe being 

00 the cotBt, and a part o( the said squadron havmg been 
seen from thence the day before, staoding to the southward. 
As soon as I received this intelligence J made the signal for 
the convoy to bear down under my lee, and repeated it inlh 
two guns ; notwithstandiog which the van of the coovoy 
kept their wind, with all sail stretching oat to the south- 
ward from under Flamborough Head, till between twelve 
and. one, when the headmost of them got sight of the ene- 
my's ships, which were then in chase of them ; they then 
tacked, and made the best of their way under the shore for 
Scarborou^ &c. letting fly their top-gallant sheets, and 
flringguns; upon which 1 made all the sail 1 could to wind- 
wa^, to get between the enemy's ships and the convoy, 
whicli I soon ejected. At 1 o'clock we got si^t of the 
enemy's ships from (he mast-head, and alwut 4 we made 
them plain from the deck to be three large ships and a br^, 
upon which I made the Countese of Scarfaorou^ a ugnal to 
join me, she being in shore with the ccmvoy. At the same 
time I made the signal for the convoy to make the best of 
their way, and repeated the signal with two guns : I then 
brought to, to let tJie Countess of Scarborough come up, and 
cleared ship for action. At half past 5 the Countess of 
Scarborou^ joined me, the enemy's ships bearing down 
upon us with a light breeze at S. S. W., at 6 tacked, in or- 
der to keep our ground the better between the enemy's 
ships and the convoy : soon after which, we perceived fiie 
ships bearing down upon us to be a two-declced ship and 
two frigates, but from their keeping end on, and beaiii^ 
upon us, we could not discern what colours they were un- 
der ; at about 20 minutes past 7 the largest ship of the 
three brought to on our larboard bow, within muwet-flhot. 

1 hailed hmi and aaked whet ship it was; they answered in 
Ei^lish, " The Princess Royal.'' I tiien asked where tbey 
belonged to, they answered evasively ; on which I told them, 
if they did not answer directly I would fire into them ; 
they then answered with a abot, which was instantly retain- 
ed with a broadside; and after exchanging two or three 
broadsides he backed his topsails, and drbpt upon our qaax- 
ter within pistol shot, then Sited again, put his helm a-wea- 
ther and run us on board upon oar weather quarter, and at- 
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tempted to board us, but being repulsed, he sheered ofl*; 
upoD which I backed our topsails, in order to get square 
with him i)gain, which, as soon as he obsenred, he then filled, 
put his helm a-weather, and laid us athwart hause; his 
misen-shrouds took our jib-boom, which hung him for some 
time, until at last it gave waj, and we dropt along side of 
each other, head and stem, when the fluke of our spare an-- 
chor hooking his quar^^t, we became so close fore and aft 
that the muzzles of our guns touched each other's sides. 
In this position we engaged from half past 8 till hair past 
10, during which time, from the great quantity and variety 
of combustible matters which thej threw in upon our decks, 
chains, and in short, into every part of the ship, we were on 
fire no less than ten or twelve tunes in different parts of the 
diip, and it was with the greatest difficulty and exertion imagi- 
nable at times, that we were able to get it extinguished. At me 
same time the largest of the two frigates kept sailing round us 
the whole action, and raking us fore and an, by which means 
she killed or wounded almost every man on the quarter 
and main decks. About half past 9, either from a hand- 
grenade being thrown in at one of our lower-deck ports, or 
finom some omer accident, a cartridge of powder was set on 
fire, the flames of which running from cartridge to cartridge 
all the way aft, blew up the whole of the people and offi- 
cers that were quartered abaft the main-mast ; from which 
unfortunate circumstance all those guns were rendered use- 
less for the remainder of the action, and I fear the greatest 
part of the people will .lose their lives. At 10 o'clock they 
called for quarters from- the ship alongside, and said they 
had struck ; hearing .this I called upon the captain to know 
if he had struck, or if he asked for quarters ; but no answer 
being made, after repeatii^ my words two or three times, 
I called for the boarders, and ordered them to board, which 
they did, but the moment they were on board her, they dis- 
covered a superior number laying under cover with pikes 
in their hands ready to receive them, on which our people re- 
treated instantly to their guns again till past 10, when the fri- 
gate coming across our stem, and pouring her broadside into 
us again, without our being able to brin^ a gun to bear on her, 
I found it in vain, and indeed, impracticaUe, from the situa- 
tion we were in, to stand out any longer with the least pros- 
pect of success. I therefore struck, (our main-mast at the 
^l^ne time went by the board.) The 1st lieutenant and 
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invseif were immediately escorted into the ship along «de, 
when we found her to ^ an American ship oi war^ called 
the Bon homme Richard ft 40 guns and 375 men, com- 
manded by Capt. Paul Jones, the other frigate whidi en- 
gaged us, to be the AUiance of 40 guns and 300 men; and 
the third frigate which engaged and took the Countess of 
Scarborough, after two hours action, to ^ the Pallas, a 
French frigate of 32 guns and 27^jap[ien, the VengeaAce an 
armed brig of 12 guns and*70 meiji^ll in Congress service, 
and under the command of Paul Jones* They fitted out 
and sailed from Port L'Orient the latter end of July, and 
came north about ; they have on board 300 English prison* 
era, which they have t^en in different vessels in their way 
round since they left France, and have ransomed some 
others. On im ^oing on board the Bon homme Richard, 
. I found her to be m the greatest distress ; her counten and 
quarter on the lower deck entirely drove in, and the whole of 
her lower deck guns dismounted, she was also on fire in two 
places, and six or seven feet water in her hold, which kept 
increasing upon them all night and the next day, till they 
were obliged to quit her and she sunk, with a great number 
of her wounded people on board her. She had 306 Baen 
killed and wounded in the action, our loss in the Sarapis 
was also very great. My officers, and people in genen^be- 
haved well, and I should be very remiss in my attention to 
their merit, were I to omit recommending tne remains of 
them to their Lordships' favor. 

Herewith I enclose you the most exact list of the killed 
and wounded I have as yet been able to procure, from my 
people being dispersed among the diflerent ships, and hav- 
ing been refusea permission to muster Hiem ^ there are, I 
find many more, both killed and wounded, tiian appears in* 
the enclosed list^ but their names I find as yet impossible to 
ascertain ; as soon as I possibly can, lahall give meir lx>rd- 
^ps a full account of the whole. I am, Sir, &c. 

R. PsARSoir. 

A more perfect idea of the dreadful havoc on board the 
Serapis may be obtained from the official list of the wounded 
prisoners taken in that ship ; and it may gratify the curiosity 
of those readers who are desirous of learning more particu* 
larly the multiplied afflictions to which persons engaged in 
naval warfare are exposed : 
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List of wounded prisoners on board the Serapis. 



James CleriE, . 
Richard Angel, 
John Robertson, 
Abraham Comisb, 
John Robertson, 
William Rogers, . 
Leonard Addison, 
Richard Williams, 
James Ashworth, 
John McLean, 
Cumberland Ward, . 
Charles Jebb, 
Richard Mason, 
Benjamin Roshton, 
William Hudson, 
Edward Morgan, . 
Mr. BrownhUl, 
Mr« Wigfaiman, . 
Robert Ozord, 
Mr. Bannatyne, Surgeony 

Mr. M*Knight, > . • %m * 
Mr. Kitchen, J^^J^'''^ 

Stephen Maggot, 

John Clark, 

Thomas Rabbjsh, 

Charles Brooks, . 

John Campbell, 

Charles Dara, 

William Pubbelon, • 

Anthony Franks, • 

Hob^tMim, . 

John Oliver, 

Thomas Mersell, 

William Guemey, 

Samuel Davis, 



September SOth^ 1779. 

thigh fractured. 

wounded hand. 

wounded hand. 

womided leg and sccgpched. 

wounded legs. 

wounded arm. 

wounded legs. 

wounded shoulder. 

wounded shoulder. 

wounded side. 

wounded thigh and scorched. 

arm shot off and much scorched. 

wounded arm. 

wounded shoulder and scorched. 

womoded shoulder. 

wounded (Moulder. 

wounded arm and side. 

both araos wounded. 

scorched slightly. 

fingers slightly scorched. 

much scorched in the face. 

wounded back, 
wounded wrist, 
wounded shoulder, 
shoulder much bruised, 
shot in the hand, 
wounded haunch, 
sl^t in the back, 
arm amputated, 
leg womided. 
shot in the back, 
arm and thigh wounded. 
slightly wounded, 
arm and thigh wounded, 
arm and breast wounded. 



H»fryHook, 

7%e following miserably scorched. 

Abraham Portsmouth. William Searcher. 

Mr. Mycock. Thomas Sandwell, Boy. 

Mr. Popplewen. Benjamin Picker^ifl. 

Thomas Rivers. Thomas Hysk>p. 

Wilfiam Bennet. Jei^emy Murphy. 

JoeephSpringale. Charles Metcalf. 
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John Lawrence. ^ ' Richard Seaton. 

George Lerer. Alexander Hutchinsouv 

James Caw. William Crow. 

John Paul. Thomas Weeks. 

Robert Ingram. John Ashby. 

James Hall. Seven or eight Lascars. * 

Dead of their wounds, 

Mr. Brown, Masters Mate, Patrick Salivan. 
Mr. Plaice, Boatsi»ain. John Ellison. 

John Jones, Marine ^ Private. John Appleby. 

Edward Vernon, Michael , Citpt. Servanty 

Besides one or two others whose names could not be ascer* 
tained. 

WM. BANNATYNE, Englisk Surgeon. 

Hague, Oct. tSth, 1779. SirJosqfh Yorke, the British ambas- 
sador, presented the following memorial to their HighMigh- 
tinesses, onthe dthinst, 

HlOH AND MiOHTT LoRDS, 

The undersigned, ambassador extraordinaiy and plenipo- 
tenfiaiy of the ICins of Great Britain, has the honor to com- 
manicate to your Hi^ Mightinesses, that two of his Majes- 
ty's ships the Serapis and the Countess of Scarborough, ar- 
rived some days ago in the Texel, having been attacked and 
taken bv force, b^ a certain Paul Jones, a subject of the 
king^ wno according to treaties and the laws or war, can 
<mly be considered as a rebel and a pirate. The under- 
signed is therefore in duty bound to recur to your High 
Blightinesses, and demand their immediate orders that those 
ships with their officers and crews may be stopped, and he 
especiallv recommends to yourhumanity ,to permit the wound- 
ea to be brought on shore, that proper attention may be paid 
to them, at the expense of the King his master. 

YORKC. 

Resolutions of their HighMightineeses relative to PaulJones^s 
squadron and prizes, delivered to the-English ambassador 
at the Hague, on the ^5th October, 1779. 

That their High Mightinesses, being informed that three 
frigates had lately arrived at the Texel, namely, two French 
and one called an American, commanded by Paul Jones, 
bringing with them two jprizes taken by them in the (^n 
sea, and called the Serapis and the Countess of Scarborough 
described in the ambassador's memorial. Th^t their High 
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Mightinesses having for a century past, strictly observed the 
following maxim, and notified the same by placards, viz. that 
they will in no respect whatever pretend to judge of the le- 
gality or illegality of the actions, of those who have on the 
open sea taken any vessels which do not belong to this coun- 
try, and bring them into any of the ports of this republic ; 
that they only open their ports to them, to give them shelter 
from storms or other disasters ; and that they oblige them 
to put to sea again with their prizes without unloading or 
disposing of their cargoes, but letting them remain exactly as 
when they arrived. . That.tfieir High Mistinesses will not 
examine whether the prizes taken by the three frigates in 
question belong to the French or to the Americans, or whe- 
ther they are legal or ill^al prizes, but leave all that to be 
determined by the proper judges, and will oblige them to put 
to sea, that they may be liable to be retaken, and by that 
means brought before the proper judge,particularly as his ex- 
cellency the ambassador must own he would have no less a 
right to reclaim the above mentioned ships if they had been 
private property, than as they have been king's ships ; there- 
fore their High Mightinesses are not authorised to pass judg- 
ment either upon these prizes, or the person of Paul Jones ; 
that, as to what regards acts of huroamty, their High Mighti- 
nesses have already made appear how ready they are to show 
them towards the wounded on board of the vessels, and that 
they have ^ven orders accordingly. That an extract of the 
present resolution be given to Sir Joseph Yorke by the agent 
Vander Burch de Spierinxhock. 

Extract of a memorial presented by Sir Joseph Yorke, his 
Majestjps ambassador at the Hague, to their High A^ghti-' 
nesses, requesting the delivering t^ ttie Serapis and Coun' 
tess of Scarborough, taken by Paul Jones, 

High and Mighty Lords, 
In thanking your High Mightinesses for the orders which 
your humanity dictated relative to the wounded men on 
board the two king^s ships^ ttie Serapis and the Countess of 
Scarborough, I cannot but comply with the strict orders of 
his Majesty, by renewing in the strongest and most pressing 
manner his request that these ships and their crews may be 
stopped and delivered up, which the pirate Paul Jones, of 
Scotland, who is a rebel subject and a criminal of the state, 
has taken. 
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The King would think he derogated from hi» own dignitf , 
as well as tiiat of your High Mistinesses, were he to enter 
into the particulars of a case so notorious as that iR\qtieatioD, 
or to set before the ejes of the ancient friends and allies of 
his crown, analagous examples of other princes and states, but 
will onlj remark that all the placards even of your Hi^ 
Mightinesses require that alt* the captains of foreien armed 
vessds shall, upon their arrival, present ^ir letten of 
marque, or commission : and authorizes, According to (he 
custom of admiralties, to treat all those as pirates whose let* 
ten are fQund to be illegal^ for want of being gratited by a 
sovereign power. 

The quality of Paul Jones, and all the circumstances of 
tbe affiir, are too notorious for your High M^htinesses to be 
ignorant of them. The eves ot all Europe are filed upon 
your resolution; vour High Mightinesses know too wdl the 
value of good faith not to give an example of it in this essen- 
tial rencontre. The smallest deviation from so sacred a rule 
by weakeningtbe principle of neighbouhH may produce serious 
consequences. 

Joseph Yorke, 
Done at tlu Hague, Oct. 39f A, 1 779. 

The answer lO^hich their High Miebtinesses caused to be 
|;iven to the above memorial was in brief : — ^^ that they wiJl 
m no resjpect take upon them to judge of the legality or ille- 
gality ot those who have on the open sea taken any vessels 
which do not belong to their country \ that they only open 
their ports to give them shelter from storms, or other dis- 
asters ; and that they oblige them to go to sea a^in with their 
prises, without sufiering them to unload or dispose of any 
part of their cargoes, that tiiev may be liable to be retaken 
m the same state they were tsiken ; but do not thmk them- 
selves authorized to pass judgment upon ttiose prizes^ or the 
person of Paul^Jones.'' 

^ statement of Mr» Vim Berckel^ Grand Penstonary of Am- 
sterdam, and of Mr, Dumas j Agent of the VfUtea Statu in 
Holland. 

The Commodore John Paul Jones eommahdin^ a li^t ' 
squadron, equipped at the expense of his most Qiriatian Ma- 
jc^y und^r the lag and commission of' the United Stetos of 
America, made., sail from France, August the 14th, 1779: 
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about the same fime that the grand combined fleets of France 
and S^ain of 66 vesseh of £e line under the command of 
his excellency the Count d'Orvilliers appeared in thechan-* 
Del between France and England. As they expected that a 
French army, under the protection of this fleet would make 
a descent upon the southern coast of England, the Commo* 
dore haying a carte-blanche, belieyed it to be his duty to 
make a strong diyersion in order to facilitate the enter- 
prise. To this efiect he alarmed and insulted the coast 
and ports of the enemy from Cape Clear alone the western 
coast of Ireland, by the north of Scotland, to Hull, the east 
of England. In the course of this sefyice, as difficult as im- 
portant, he made many armed captures, and destroyed a num- 
ber of merchant vessels belonging to the enemy. The great 
object of the Commodore was to intercept the British fleet 
returning from the Baltic, and conseouently to depriye the 
enemy of the means of equipping tneir vessels of war. 
There is every reason to believe that he would have com- 
pletely effected this object, if he had not been abandoned 
on the coast of Ireland by a considerable part of his forces, 
and i£ bis firi^te, the Bon homme Richaitl, had been in the 
least assisted m this memorable combat witti the Serapis, a 
two-decker, and against the frigate the Countess of Scar- 
borou^. But after the Commodore had fought these two 
vessels during one hour, the distance of pistol-shot, whilst 
the rest of Ym forces sheltered themselves from any damage 
notwitiiatanding the advantage of the wind, the American 
frigate the Alliance traitorously fired three broadsides of 
grape-shot into the Bon homme Richard. During the whole 
a&ir the Alliance took care not to expose herself to re- 
ceive a un^e shot, nor to have a single man killed or wound- 
ed on board. The Bon homme Richard was, during three 
hours, lashed to the Serapb, and after the battle, which lasted 
four hours, sunk, riddlea as a vessel had never been before. 
The batfle taking place at one league from Scarborou^ it 
vas not possible, under the circumstances above mentioned, 
to hinder the entrance into that port, of the enemy's convoy, 
which arrived in safety. 

The Commodore entered the Texel with the remainder of 
his squadron, and his two last prizes, the 3d of October, 1 779. 
The one half of the crews, as well of the Bon homme Rich- 
ard as of the Serapis having been killed or wounded, Ae 
Commodore addressed himself to their High MigbtinqMes 
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for permission to establish a ho^ital at the Helder, in order 
to cure his wounded. But the Magistracj 6f 'the Iplace being 
opposed, their High Mightinesses assigne^ for tms pofj^ose 
the fort of the Texel, and as the Commodore had die per- 
mission to garrison the fort by a detachmetit of his BoldieiB, 
he granted a commission of conimandant of the place, for 
as long a time as was necessary, to one of his officers. The 
combined fleet having entered Brest, the EngUsh, filled with 
the terror of an invasion, with which they perceived them- 
selves menaced, let loose all flieir ahimositV a^niit flie Com- 
modore. The English ambassador &t me Hague, by his 
repeated memorials to the States General, did n6t cease to 
•reclaim peremptorily the restitution of the vessel of war and 
the fr^te taken by the Commodore, and to demand like- 
wise that the Scotch Pirate, Paul Janes, should be delivered 
up to the King his master. This step of the ambassador 
not sncceedii^, he did all in his power with theMa^strates 
and private citizens of Amsterdam to caiise them to lay 
hands upon the person of the Commodore, and to defiver 
him up to him, — ^but in vain,— -no person had (be baseness or 
the courage to undertake his desire in this respect. 

The English despatched many li^t squadrons to intercept 
the Commodore. Two of these squadmiiB cmu^ed contiim- 
ally in sight of the Texel, and of the Ulie, Whilst the others 
were stationed in such a manner as to tunse ttie belief that 
it would be impossible for him to etoipe. The Object of ttie 
court of France in causing the Coinmod6re to enter the 
Texel, was that he might escort from ttieiice to Brest a nu- 
merous fleet, loaded with materials (br the Arseiial of that 
poA; but his situation render^ this service imprsicticdble ; 
above all, as the minister had oot taken care to keep the 
matter secret. The situation of the COtetaiodOre engaged 
the attention of all Europe, and ]^n>foundly iflfecited the poli- 
tics of the beUigerant powers. Bot this situation became 
infinitely more critical, when the Prince of Orange deprived 
Mr. Riemersma of the command of the Dutch fleet, conttst- 
ing of thirteen men-of-war, and sent the Vice- Admiral Rhy- 
ust to succeed him, and to expel the Commodore ih>m the 
Texel, in sight of the British squadrons. This ekigeiged the 
Court of Versailles to send to the ambassador of France at 
the Hague, a commission from his most Christian Majesty 
for tha Commodore, which authorized him Co hoist the French 
flag, but to this the Commodore would not ^consent. On 
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iuA arrival ^ bad declared hiiiiself an ^cer of the United 
States of America, he was not au^orizc^ hj Ccmgress to ac- 
cept ^ off^rei^ commission :— In fiine, he conceived it would 
he ^^QQorable and ^sadvantageons as well for himself as 
for A.mericfL.to change his flasj especially under existing cir- 
cums tiipc^, Wi^ me exc^pUon of the frigate Alliance j the 
remainder of the squadron under th^ command of the Com- 
modore, belonged to his most Christian Majesiy, and tne 
French ambassador had, in consequence, the right io dispose 
of them* The American minister, at Paris, addressed an 
order to the Commodore to deliver all his prisoners to the 
French ambassador; a^d, to oWy this order, the Commodore 
was obliged to deliver ^so the l^rapis and Countess of Scar- . 
borough, because die other vessels could not contain the great 
numb^ of his prisoners. The' Commodore continued to 
carry the American fl^ on board the Alliance, and as soon 
as the wind permitted, me Vice- Admiral having rendered his 
stay in the Texel as disagreeable as possible, obliged him 
to set sail in this frigate. The Commodore £ad the address 
and die good fortune to escape the vigilance of the enemy, 
and tibe English enraged at this, and also because the States 
General had granted an escort for &e fleet which carried 
out the naval' stares from the Texel to Brest, declared, a 
short time afterward, war against the United low countries. 
They made use of tfie stay and tfie conduct of tiie Commo- 
dore at the Texel, for the first article of their declaration. 

The facts above stated are of public notoriety tbrou^iout 
all Europe, and my motive in giving this testimony to Aipe- 
rica in iavor of the Commodore, proceeds frpm the deisire 
to render justice to his zeal and good conduct, for the honor 
and interest of iftie United States in ihe affairs which Bai^e 
come immediately under my own cognizance. At the 
Hague, March 10th, 17i34. 

E. P. Van Bsrcrel. 
I, the undersigned, knowing not only the exact trufh of 
all which is above stated, but having been officially present, 
during nearly three months, on board the ^inerican squadrw 
in Uie ro^ ,of tfaie T.ex^el, attest to it with plea^ufe, tibiis 1 1 tli 
of March 1 784, at the Hague. 

M. F. Dumas, 

Agent of |he Upited Stat^ of Afne^ca. 

Ttie brilliant result of &e ftmbie contest iriUi ttie Seta- 
pis filled Europe and America widi 4he renown of Conimo- 
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cfore Jonds. The British govenimcAt was incensed and thfe 
national pride wounded, at finding one of ttie finest firigates 
in the English navy captured so near the coast of Great 
Britain, and in the view, by moonlight, of numeroos ^ecta- 
tors* The subjoined comparative statement of the relative 
force of the two ships and their crews, will shew Q^t flic 
advantage was decidedly in fiivor of the Serapis : — 

Statement of the force of the Bon homme Richard, on the 23rf 

Sqtiembery 1779. 

6 18-pounders on the lower giin deck, 

14 12 do. middle do. 

14 9 do. do. do. 

2 6 do. quarter do. 

^ 6 do. spar, or upper do. 

1 in each gangway, 

2 6 do. upon the forecastle. 
380 men and boy?. 

Force of the Serapis, on the same day. 

20 1 8-pounders on her lower gun deck, 
30 9 do. upper do. 

6 6 do. quarter do. 

4 6 do. forecastie. 

305 men, and about 15 lascars. 

The officers and men who so gallantly distinguished fhenii- 
selves in this memorable affiiir deserve to be immortalized. 
The annexed ro^ contains the names of the whole of tfaeui, 
from an official source, and it is with pleasure that the op- 
portunity is embraced of inserting them in a woik which is 
a record' of the achievementB and prowess of their intrepid 
commander. The roll includes also a specification of those 
who were killed and wouaded, tc^ther with tiie respectiTe 
countries of which they were natives : 

ItoLL of the Officers, Seamen, Marines, and Volunteers, who 
served on board the Bon homme Richard, commanded Ay 
Commodore John Paul Jones, in her cruize made in 1779. 

Naxss. Couirr&T. Ravk. RBiCA&Kt. 

-^ohn Paul Joaes^ Scotch, Commodore, 

Richard Dale, Maryland, Ist Lieut. Badly wofmdei. 

Honry Lua^ Mass. 2d do. 
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Cattiiig Lmit, 
Samuel Sftacey, 
Laurence Brooks, 
MaUrorin Mease, 

Stack, 

■ » Macarty, 

O'KeUy, 

John White, 
Th<mia8 Potter, 
Nathaniel Fanning, 
Benjamin Stubhs, 
Renben Chase, 
Beanmont Groube, 
Jonah Cairell, 
Winiam Daniel, 
John Mayrant, 
Robert Coram, 
John L. White, 
Richard Wat, 
Gilbert Wat, 
John Robinson, 
John Gannion, 
William Clarke, 
Jacob Tme, 
Ichabod Lord, 
Daniel Rnssel, 
Thomas Tnmer, 
Edward Garret, 
Thomas Miller, 
WUliam Physic, 
James Connor, 
Robert Steel, 
Robert Towers, 
William Thompson, 
John Woulton, 
Robert Steyens, 
Arthnr Randall, 
Thomas Macarthy, 
Jonathan Wells, 
William Lee, 
John Mnrphy, 
John Pearce, 
Thomas Jones, - 
Francis Campbell, 
Michael Loi»taff, 





Rask. 


BKHAIUVi 


Mass. 


3d Lieut. 




N.H. 


Master, 




do. 


Suigeon, ' 




Mass. 


Purser, 


Badly wounded. 


French, 


Lt.CL Marines 


do. 


Lieut do. 




Irish, 


do. do. 




American, 


, Mate, 




do. 


Midshipman, 


Wounded. 


do. 


do. 






do. 




do.. 






do. 


Midshipman, 




American, 




Killed. 


do. 




• 


S. C. 


Midshipman, 


Wounded. 


N, H. 


do. 


. 


American j 


1 




do. 






do. 






English, 






American, 


y Carpenter, 




do. 


Sailmaker, 


Wounded. 


do. 


2d Gunner, 




Mass. 


Carpehter, 




do. 


Steward, 




En^h, 


Boatswain, 


KiUed. 


do. 


do. 




do. 


Carpenter, 


* 


do. 


do. 


KiUed. 


Irish, 


do. 




£n^h, 


Q;r. Master, 


Killed. 


do. 


do. 




Scotch, 


do. 




English, 


do. 




do. 


Cook, ^ 




do. 


Gunner, 




Irish, 


do. 


KiOed. 


American, 


do. 




English, 


do. 




Irish, 


do. 


KUleds 


English, 


do. 




do. 


do. 




do. 


do. 




'American, 


Ql*. Master, 


Kined. 


do. 


Gunner, 


'yfotmitt^. 
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Elijah Perkins, 
Hagh Wonton, 
John Williams, 
John Peacock, 
Stephen Lee, 
John Burhank, 
Josiah Brewster, 
William Sturgess, 
John Thomas, 
John Maden, 
John Hagaet, 
Thomas Davis, 
William Roherts, 
Thomas Knight, 



Nahbs. 
Peter Nolde, 
Gilhert Crumh, 
James Smith, 
Thopnas Wythe, or 
Henry Martin, 
Edward Lewis, 
John Brown, 
WiUiam Fox, 
Duncan Taylor, 
John M'Kinley, 
George Walker, 
Robert Hill, 
Lewis Brown, 
James Evans, 
John Earl, 
Robert Dougherty, 
Richard Huguet, 
John Brown, 
William ClisdaU, 
James Nicholson, 
John Connor, 
Richard Taylor, 
John Walker, 
George Johnston, 
Alexander Cooper, 
David Pritchard, 
Andrew Ryan, 
Samuel Matthews, 
Laurence Furlong, 



COVVff&T. VUmk. 

Eo^sl^ Surg. Mate, 

do. Saito^ker, Killed. 

do. Qi*. Master^ Killed. 

Irish, Sujrg« Mate, 

American, CHerk, 

do. Master*at-arm8, 

Mass* Armourer, Killed. 
Irish, do. 

American, Cook, 
Irish» Armaorer, 
E^DI^h, do. 

do. do. KiQed. 

do. do. 

American, Carpenter, 

SEAMEN. 



CoirwTRir. 
Swede, 
American, 
English, 
White, do. 

American, 

do. 
Epj^ish, 

do. 
Scotch, 

do. 
English, 

do. 
Norway, 
English, ' 
Irish, 
English, 
do. 
do. 
American, 

do. 
Irish, 
English, 
American, 
Norway, 
English, 
do. 
do. » 

Irish, 

do. 



Wounded. 



R|B»4KKff. 



Wounded. 
Killed. 

Wotmded. 



KiUed. 



KUled. 

Wounded. 

KiUed. 
Wounded. 

Wounded. 



Wounded. 



JS 



us 



^AKJU. 


COOSTRT. 


REKiAXS 


Thomas Forrest, 


English, 




Jas.M*Kinl<^yorH'KiDsa} 


% Pr^idence, 


Wounded. 


Joho Bf . Coffeiy, 


American, 




Thomas Mehany, 


Irish, 




JohD Colbraithy 


Elfish, 




James Riley, 


Irish, 




James Lenn, 


Englbh, 


Wounded. 


Joseph CollhisOD, 


do. , 


4o. 


Jones Haraham, 


do. 




Joseph Wiera, 


Pottngal, 


Womided. 


Antoine Alcantara, 


do. 




Joseph Mare, 


dd. 


KiUed. 


Joachim JoseJAi, 


do. 


do. 


Vincent Ignace, 


do. 


do. 


James'Qpiiit, or Qpin, 


New-Hampshire, 




John Weaver, 


American, 


• 


Dayid -Cross, 


Massachusetts, 




John Turpin, 


American, 




John Carrico, 


do. 




John Bamet, 


do. 


Woimded. 


John Xhompson, 


do. 




John Frankferd, 


do. 




Cbarlea Peterson, 


Swede, 


Womided 


Daniel Emblon, 


do. 




Peter Biorkman, 


do. 




Benjamin Gartinean, 


do. 




Peter Molin, 


do. 




Oliver Chistaff, 


do. 




Elijah Johnstone, 


American, 




Jacob Henrio, 


Swiss. 
BOTS. 




Baptist Travallier, 


inans. 




Anthony Jeremiah, 


India, 




John Ridway, 


English, 


Killed. 


James Powert, 


do. 




John Jordan, 


do.^ 


Wounded. 


Jeremiah Crooks, 


. do.* 


KilhKl. 


James Parry, 


Irish, 




WilHam Garret, 


English, 




William Ustera, 


do. 




Thomas Davis, 


do. 




Peter Richardson, 


do. 




Joseph Steward, 


do. 




Isaac Hohshaw, 


American, 




Samuel Flatcher, 


do. 
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Thos. Honnet, or Hammett, 
Stephen Loley, 
John Downs, 
Nicholas Rogers, 
Aaron Qoodwin, 
Andrew Mason, 
Nathaniel Kennard, 
William Collingwood, 
Benjamin Bickets, 
James Canningham, 
John HoUiday, 
James M'Michan, 
Robert Upham, 
Joseph Bartlett, 
WilUam M'CnUoagh, 
John Kilby, 
William Sunpson, ' 
Nicholas Caldwell, 
Jeremiah Evans, 
Richard Lawson, 
Patrick Qoin, 
William Earth, 
Daniel Prior, 
Joseph Cooper, 
William Mnrphy, 
Mark Paul, 
Manael Qjoitto, 
Robert Lyon, 



New-Hampshire, 

American, 

New-Hampshire, 

American, 

Massachusetts, 

American, 

do. 
English, < 
New-Hampshire, 
American, ' 
Massachusetts, 
American, 

do. 
New-Hampshire, 
American, 

do. 

do. 

do. 

de. 

do. 
Massachusetts, 
Americani 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
Portugal, 
American, 



Bmmarku, 
Womided. 
KiDed. 



Laurent Vemess, 
Daniel Swain, 
John Brussen, 
John Jones, 
Joseph Bums, 
John Du^, 
John Pinkman, 
William Knox, 
Abraham Martel, 
Henry Humphreys, 
Nathaniel Bailey, 
James Mehanny, 
William Wilkinson, 
Elijah Middleton, 
Geoi^ Harroway, 
John Jordan^ 



ORDINARY SEAMEN. 

Norway, 
English, 
Naples, 
. English, 

do. 
Irish, 

do. 

So. 
Eng^b, 

do. 
Massachusetts, 
Irish, 
English, 

do. 
Scotch, 
Hexigal, 



KiUed. 
Wounded. 

Wounded. 
Wounded. 
Woimded. 

Wounded. 

Wounded^ 



Killed. 



Wounded. 



Wounded. 



KiBed. 



KiUed. 
Wounded. 
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American, 

English^ 

Portugal, 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 



Nammu 

Francis Perkins, 

John Hacket, 

Antoine Francisque, 

Francois Darros, 

Ignace Silreyra, 

M athieu Antoine, 

Joseph Rofllrique, 

Antoine Carriero or Corrisque, do. 

Mathieu Joseph, 

Jean Ignace, 

Jean Pracia, 

Joseph Manrda, 

Manuel Vieza, 

Thotoas Clarke, 

James F<^, 

Jean Silveyra, " ^ 

Manuel Priera, 

Jonan Joseph, 

Antoine Foustade, 

Manuel Antoine, 

Matbien Francisqne, 

Josei>h Ignace, 

Antoine Silvestre, 

Joseph Joachim, 

Manuel Castaino^ 

Louis Antoine, ^ 

John Minant, 



George Camphell, 
Joseph Holland, 



do. 

do. 

do. 

do* 

do. 
English, 

do. 
Fayal, 
Portugal, 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
Irish, 

SERVANTS. 



RSMAEKt. 

Killed. 
Wounded. 



KiHed. 
KiUed. 



KiUed. 
Killed. 



Killed. 

Killed. 

Killed. 
Killed. 



KiUed. 



Cook, 
do. 



Charles Priestly, 



Cook. 



The following persons, according to the roll kept by the 
first lieutenant of the Bon homme Kichard,' belonged to the 
ship, but for some cause not now known, were not included 
in the distribution of the prize-money : 

Killed. 
Alexander Antoine, 
Jacques Loria, 
John B. Frerry, 
Lewis Role Tomis, 
Jacques Baterga, 
Joham Gorrica, 
Perry Carreau, 



Wovirnxo. 
Thomas Wat, 
John Lyons, 
George Trefathen, 
Richard Williams, 
John M^Intyre, 
Hugh Euroney, 
Aaron Smith, 
Richard Hughes, 
George Johnson, 
William Hamilton. 
T 
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for pennissioD to eatabtish a hospital at the Helder, in order 
to cure his wounded. But the Magistracy 6f the yi^ce being 
opposed, their Hig^ Mightinesses assigne^ for this parf^ose 
tlie fort of the Texel, and as the Commddore Ihad the per- 
mission to garrison the toik by a detachment of his soldiers, 
he granted a commission of coniinandant of the place, for 
as long a time as was necessary, to one of his officen« The 
combined fleet having entered Brest, the English, filled wiA 
the terror of an inyasion, with which they perceived them- 
selves menaced, let loose all flieir ahimositr a^inA file Com- 
modore. The English ambassador at We liagiie, by his 

i repeated memorials to the States General, did n<ft cease to 

! reclaim peremptorily the restitution 6( the vessel of war and 

the fr^te taken by the Commodore, and to demand like- 
wise that the Scotch Pirate, Paul Jones j should be delivered 

f up to the King his master. This step of the ambassador 

not succeeding, he did all in his power with the Ma^trates 
and private citizens of Amsterdam to catise ihem to lay 

2 bands upon the person of the Commodote, and to deUver 

him up to him, — ^bnt in vain, — ^no person had the baseness or 
the courage to undertake his desire in this respect. 

The English despatched many li^t squadrods to intercut 
the Commodore. Two of these squadrntis cmiseed contina- 
ally in sight of the Texel, and of the IJlie, Whilst tfle others 
were stationed in such a luanner as to <^ati8e Ute belief that 
it would be impossible for him to escape. Th^ dbject of the 
court of France in causing the Commod6re to enter the 
Texel, was that he might escort from thence to Brest a nu- 
merous fleet, loaded with materials ibr fiie Arseiial of that 
poif, but his situation rendered this setvlte imoiacticdble ; 
above all, as the minister had not taken c^te n> keep Hbe 
matter secret* The situation of the Cbkhbaodore ^i^aged 
the attention of all Europe, and j^rofoundly ^ected the poli- 
tics of the belligerant powers. Btiit this situation became 
infinitely more critical, when the Prince of Orange deprived 
Mr. Riemersma of the command of the Dutc^h fleet, consist- 
ing of thirteen men-of-war, and sent the Vice- Admiral Rhy- 
ust to succeed him, and to expel the Commodore from the 
Texel, in sight of the British squadrons. , This engaged the 
Court of Versailles to send to the ambassador of Fratice at 
the Hague, a commission from his most Christian Majesty 
for tha Commodore, which authorized him to hoist the French 
flag, but to this the Commodore would not 'consent. On 
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liis arrival (le bad declared himself an officer of the United 
States of Aioerica, he was not authorized t>j Cctngress to ac- 
cep.t ^ ofiere^ commission :-r-In i5ne^ he conceived it would 
fa^ di9]tiiojQK>rable and dlisa^vanta^ous as well for himself as 
fpr Americfi.to change his flag, especially under existing cir- 
pumstances. Wi^ tne excepUon bf the frigate Alliapcej the 
remainder of the squadron under th^ command of the Com- 
modore, belonged to his most Christian Majesiy, and the 
French ambassador had, in coQse<{^ence3 the ri^t to dispose 
of them. The American minister, at Paris, addressed an 
order to the Commodore to cleliver all his prisoners to the 
French ambassador; ^ pd, to oi>e7 this order, the Commodore 
was obliged to deliver also the l^rapis and Countess of Scar- . 
borough, because the other vessels could not contain the great 
number of his prisoners. The' Commodore continued to 
carry the American fl^g on board the Alliance, and as soon 
as the wind permitted, me Vice- Admira) having rendered his 
stay in the Texel as disagreeable as possible, obliged him 
to set sail in this firigate. The Commodore £ad the address 
smd file eood fortune to escape the vigilance of the enemy, 
and the English enraged at tois, and also because the States 
Creneral had granted an escort for ibe fleet which carried 
out the navaf stores from the Texel to Brest, declared, a 
short time afterward, war against the United low countries. 
They made use of the stay and t|ie conduct of the Commo- 
dore at the Texel, fer the first article of tiieir declaration. 

The facts above stated are of public notoriety tbrouj^ut 
all Europe, and my motiye in giving this testimony tp Aipe- 
rica in favor of the Commodore, proceeds frpm the desire 
tp render justice to his zeal and good conduct, for the honor 
and interest of fiie United States in the afiairs which lia^c 
come immediately under my own cognizance. At the 
Hague, March 1 0th, 1784. 

E. P. Van Bercrsl. 
I, the undersigned, knowing not only fbe exact truth of 
all which is above stated, but having been officially present, 
during aeajrly three months, on board fiie 4inerican squadrM 
in the ro^ of tibe Tei;el, at^ to it with plea^ujre, (bis Urn 
of March 1784, at the tf ague. 

M. F. Dumas, 

Agent of ^ United States of ^pae^ca. 

» > 

The fciilUaat result of tibe jterriUe contest with the Sera- 
pift filled iBurope and America with the renown of £Qmroo- 
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• 

dore Jon^. The British government was incensed and th6 
national pride wounded, at finding one of the finest firigates 
in the English navy captared so near the coast of Great 
Britain, and in the view, hj moonli^t, of numerous ^ecta- 
tors. The subjoined comparative statement of ihe relative 
force of the two ship and their crews, will shew that Ae 
advantage was decidedly in fiivor of the Serapis : — ' 

Statement of the force of the Bon homme Riclutrd, on the 23d 

September J 1779. 

6 18-pounder8 on the lower giin deck, 

14 12 do. middle do. 

14 9 do. do. do. 

2 6 do. quarter do. 

' ^ 6 . do. spar, or i^per do. 

1 in each gangway, 

I 2 6 do. upon the forecastle. 

\ 380 men and boy?. 



1 Force of the Serapis^ on the same day. 

I 20 1 d-pounders on her lower gun deck, 

20 9 do. upper do. 

6 6 do. quarter do. 

4 6 do. forecastle. 

305 men, and about 15 lascars. 

The officers and men who so eallantly distii^uished thei^ 
* selves in this memorable affair deserve to be immortalized. 

; The annexed rofl contaiiis the names of the whole of them, 

j: fW>m an official source, and it is with pleasure that (be op- 

\ portunity is embraced of inserting &em in a work which is 

f a record' of the achievements and prowess of their intrepid 

. commander. The roll includes also a specification of those 

f who were killed and wounded, together with the respective 

countries of which they were natives : 

f Roll of the Officers^ Seamen^ Murines^ and Volunteers, who 

served on board the Bon homme Richard, commanded fty 
Commodore John Paul Jones, in her cruize made m 1 779. 

Naxxs. CovNTiiT. Ravk. Hukarjes. 

^©hn Paul JoBe8> Scotch, Commodore, 

Rkbard Dale, Maryland, 1st Lieut. Badly wounded. 

Henry liunf, Mass. 2d do. • 
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Cnttiiig Lafit, 
Samuel Stacey, 
Lsurence Brooks, 
Mathoriii Mease, 

Stack, 

■ I Macarty, 

O'KeOy, 

John White, 
Thomas Potter, 
Nathaniel Fanning, 
Benjamin Stabbs, 
Revben Chase, 
Beaomont Groube, 
Jonah Cairell, 
William Daniel, 
John Mmant, 
Robert Cforam, 
John L. White, 
Richard Wat, 
Gilbert Wat, 
John Robinson, 
John Onnnion, 
WiUiam Clarke, 
Jacob Tme, 
Ichabod Lord, 
Daniel Rossel, 
Thomas Turner, 
Edward Oarret, 
Thomas Miller, 
William Physic, 
James Connor, 
Robert Steel, 
Robert Towers, 
William Thompson, 
John Wonlton, 
Robert Steyens, 
Arthur Randall, 
Thomas Macarthy, 
Jonathan Wells, 
William Lee, 
John Marphy, 
John Pearce, 
Thomas Jones, / 
Francis Campbell, 
Bf ichael Longrtaff, 
Henry Gardiner, 



COWTRT. 

Mass. 
N. H. 

do. 
Mass. 
French, 

do. 
Irish, 
American, 
do. 
do. 
Mass. 
do., 
do. 
American, 

do. 
S. C. 
N. H. 
American^ 
do. 
do. 
English, 
American, 
do. 
do. 
Mass. 

do. 
En^h, 

do. 

do. 

do. 
Irish, 
£ng^h, 

do. 
Scotch, 
English, 

do. 

do. 
Irish, 
American, 
English, 
Irish, 
En^h, 

do. 

do. 
American, 
do. 



Rahx. 
3d Lient 
Master, 
Surgeon, ' 

Purser, Bwilj wounded. 

LtCl. Marines 
Lieut, do. 
do. do. 
Mate, 
Midshipman, Wounded. 

do. 

do. 



Midshipman, 



KUled. 



Midshipman, Wounded. 



do. 



Carpenter, 

Sailmaker, 

2d Gunner, 

Carpehter, 

Steward, 

Boatswain, 

do. 
Carpenter, 

do. 

do. ' 
Q^. Master, 



Wounded. 



Killed. 

Killed! 
KiUed. 



do. 




do. 




do. 




Cook, ^ 




Gunner, 




do. 


Killf^. 


do. 




do. 




do. 


KiUed 


do. 




do. 




do. 




Ql*. Master, 


Killed. 


Gunner, 


WoundCjiS'. 



Hi^ 



Elijah Perkins, 
Hagh WoDtOD, 
John WilliamSy 
John Peacock, 
Stephen Lee, 
John Burbank, 
Josiah Brewster, 
William Stargess, 
John Thomas, 
John Maden, 
John Hagaet, 
Thomas Davis, 
William Roberts, 
Thomas Knight, 



Nambs. 
Peter Nolde, 
Gilbert Crumb, 
James Smith, 
Thopas Wythe, or 
Henry Martin, 
Edward Lewis, 
John Brown, 
WiUiam Fox, 
Duncan Taylor, 
John M^Kinley, 
George Walker, 
Robert Hill, 
Lewis Brown, 
James Evans, 
John Earl, 
Robert Dougherty, 
Richard Huguet, 
John Brown, 
WiUiam Clisdall, 
James Nicholson, 
John Connor, 
Richard Taylor, 
John Walker, 
George Johnston, 
Alexander Cooper, 
David Pritchard, 
Andrew Ryan, 
Samuel Matihews, 
Laurence Furlong, 



CoVVfRT. 

EoS^sh^ 

do. 

do. 
Irish, 
American, 

do. 
Mass. 
Irish, 
American, 
Irish, 
En^h, 

do. 

do. 
American, 



RiJIK. 

Suiig. Mate, 
Saitei^ker, Killed. 
Q>, Master^ Killed. 
Surg* Mate, 
Oierk, 

Master-at-arms, 
Armourer, Killed. 

do. 
Cook, 
Armau^r, 

do. 

do. Killed. 

do. 
Carpenter, 



SEAMEN. 
CoirvTRx. 
Swede, 
American, 
English, 
White, do. 

American, 

do. 
English, 

do. 
Scotch, 

do. 
English, 

do. 
Norway, 
English, • 
Irish, 
En^ish, 

do. 

do. 
A^nerican, 

do. 
Irish, 
English, 
American, 
Norway, 
English, 

do. 

do. ' 
Irish, 
do. 



Wounded. 



R1BM4KKS. 



Wounded. 
KiUed. 

Wounded. 



KiOed. 



KUled. 

Wounded. 

Kined. 
Wounded. 

Wounded. 



Wounded. 
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Names. 
ThomM Forrest, 
Jas. M'Kinl^ or M 'Kinsay, 
John M. Coffery, 
Thomas Mehany, 
John Colbraithy 
James Riley, 
James Lenn, 
Joseph CofliosOD, 
Jones Haraham, 
Joseph Wiera, 
Antoine Alcantara, 
Joseph Mare, 
Joachim Jose{Jh, 
Vincent Ignace, 
James*%iiilt, or Qjun, 
John Weaver, 
David -Cross, 
John Torpin, 
John Carrico, 
John Bamet, 
John Thompson, 
John FrankA>rd, 
Charles Peterson, 
Daniel Emblon, 
Peter Biorkman, 
Benjamin Gartinean, 
Peter M olin, 
Oliver Gustaff, 
Elijah Johnstone, 
Jacob Henrio, 



Baptist Travallier, 
Aothony Jeremiah, 
John Ridway, 
James Powert, 
John Jordan, 
Jeremiah Crooks, 
James Parry, 
William Garret, 
William Ustera, 
Thomas Davis, 
Peter Richardson, 
Joseph Steward, 
Isaac Hobshaw, 
Samuel Fltteher. 





Rejujucs 


EngKsh, 
Providence, 


Wounded. 


American, 




Irish, 




Englith, 
Irish, 




English, 
• do. . 


Wouaded. 


do. 




Fottngal, 
•do. 


Wounded. 


db. 


KiUed. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


New-Hampshive, 
American, 


fe 


Massachusetts, 




American, 




do. 




do. 


Wounded. 


do. 




do. 




Swede, 


Wounded 


do. 




do. 




do. 




do. 




do. 




American, 




Swiss. 




BOYS. 




Parts, 




India, 




En^^, 
do. 


Killed. 


do.^ 


Wounded. 


. do.* 


KiUed. 


Elfish, 
do. 




do. 




do. 




do. 




American, 




do. 
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that is &r more favonble to our cause, than I bad reawa 
to expect } I employ this breallui^ ^ace with great plea- 
sure to asBore you that my r^rd and affection for all the 
femily of de Ctuumont is for &om duniniahed : I earnestly 
wish your &tfaer to give to oblivion the past misintelli- 
gence. I am persuaded that he will now see the impro- 
priety of communicatiog too tarljf the intended enterprises 
and operations of a partizan, and no longer blame me for 
avoiding free conversationB on such subjects. It is nbt in' 
deed my characteristic to be free of words. My heart 
however, is no stranger to the sentiments and dnliea of 
frieodship, thoagh my situation as a servant of the public 
leaves me without the power of obliging my private friendi 
except in the pleasure which I am persuaded they take in 
heani^ of my success, when they have iumidied me with 
the means. 

It affords me pleasure to assure you that I cannot to« 
mocb praise the gallant behaviour of the young volunteer 
Baptiste Travallier whom you sent to L'Orient ; in the en- 
gagement a Bailor called for a wad in loading one of Ae 
great guns, he famished him immediately by subetitnthig 
Bis coat, which he then wore, and soon afterward, when the 
Bon ly>mme Richard was on fire, he instantly look off his 
shirt, and dipped it in water and applied it with great dex- 
terity to smother the flames. 

Preeent my beat respects to Madame de Chaumoot and 
to your sisters. I beseech them and yon to love me, and 
that your father will forgive my past fault, which was the 
effect only of my believing that be had less confidence Jo 
me than he had taught me to expect, and had always said J 
bad merited. 

I am, aflectionately and truly, jic. 
.1 certify tfiat the original, of which the preceding is a 
copy, was duly received by me. 

Lc Rat nE Chadhont. 

Aew-Forft, Dec. 1824. 

On hoard ihe Sermis al the Texel, Oct, 26JA, 1 779. 
Edward Bancroft, Esa. 

My DsAa Friend, 
Your warm and affectionate letter of the 14th is doubly 
welcome; and atthoiiah it overrates and praises my ser- 
vices beyond their real merits, yet the commendation of su- 
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perior understanding, and from the man whom I entirely 
love and esteem, cannot but afford me the truest pleasure. 

M. de Chaumont has written me a very aflectionate let- 
ter; but then be had written me many equally affectionaie let- 
ters even from the first of our acquaintance, offering me al- 
ways the most disinterested services, until that of the 14th of 
June, whereof I enclose a copy. He has not yet offered me 
an apology respecting the dishonorable ^^ Cancordafi^ which 
he afterward imposed upon me at Groaix. I love him how* 
ever, notwithstanding; and as his excellency tells me that 
M. de Chaumont has still ^' a great regard for me,'' that as- 
surance revives all my former friend^ip, and will confirm 
it if you think the answer which I have here inclosed is pro* 
per, and that the delivery of it will put a final end on his 
part to our misunderstanding. At any rate I pray you to 

r resent my warmest respects to the wnole family, for Whom 
shall ever retain a grateful affection. 

I am happy my dear Sir, in being able to assure you 
that in spite of Sir Joseph,* the flag of freedom is highly 
respected indeed at the Texel. I had yesterday the honor 
to receive authority, by an unanimous resolution of the 
States, and by an order of the Prince of Orange^ to land 
f^ many prisoners as I please, to place centinels to guard 
them in the fort on the Texel, to haul up the draw-bridge 
of that fort, and to take them away again m>m thence when- 
ever I ttdnk proper, and dispose of them afterward as though 
they had never been landed. — Huzza, America ! 

Captain Landais has been ashore for some days past, but 
I believe is not yet set out from the Helder. I understand 
that he has been, and is trying to excite the compassion of 
the people, and in that mode to obtain certificates in his 
favor. It is natural also to conclude that the late captain 
of the Serapis will continue to stretch a point and save his 
own credit, if he can, by speaking of damage done to him 
by the Alliance. Let them do their utmost. I shall for- 
ward the necessary proof. Yours, &c. 

On hoard the Bon homme Richard? 8 prize^ <A« ship of } 
tear Serapis ofA^gtmSj at the Texel^ Oct. 28<&, 1779. ) 

To Madam Le Rat be Chatjmont. 
I can no longer, my dear madam, refrain from writing to 

* Sir Josecfh Torice, Eoelish minister at fhe lUtae, 

V 
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you, althou^ I have not been honored with a line from 
you «ince my letter from L'Orient,'dated 13th Jane* 

I cbngratalate you on my late success, because I know it 
afibrds you pleasure : and knowing this, is, I assure you, a 
very singular addition to my satisfaction. What has given 
me more pain however than words can express, has been a 
want of confidence on the part of M. De Cfhaumont after he 
had honored me with strong proof of his friendship and 
good opinion. The '* concordat," which to my great sur- 
prise, he imposed upon me in the moment of my departure 
from L^Orient, was the most humiliating paper that ever a 
friend forced upon the commander of a squadron, and even 
my success has not wiped off the dishonor of my having 
signed it. 

I am wilUng to believe that my friend did not see the 
concordat in the same tight, and that the idea was not ori- 
ginally his own, but only by him adopted from the misre- 
presentations of persons who were constantly buzzing in his 
ear, and shewing an infinity of theory which they have not 
since been quite so happy in reducing to practice. I say, 
as I verily believe, that ihe idea was not originally his own; 
and as I love him still with undiminished and grateful affec- 
HoUy I earnestly wish him to forgive the complaints which I 
have made, and to continue towards me his first wannth of 
friendship and confidence. 

My d^arture from hence is extremely uncertain — my 
destination too is better known to Dr. F. than myself at 
present* Our ships are now in a severe storm. I men- 
tion this only to shew that I can, in no situation, forget 
how much I owe to the poUte attentions and friendship of 
the amiable family at Passy, which I beseech you to betieve 
I shall ever remember with sentiments of the most tively 
esteem and afiection, being very truly. 

Your obliged friend, &c. 

I certify that the original of the foregoing letter, was duly 
received oy my mother, 

Le Rav De Chaumont. 
JVc2o-ForA?, December, 1824. 

'On board the Bonhomme Richard? 8 prize, the ship ) 
of war Serapis, at the Texel, October 28f A, 1 779. \ 
The Marquis De Lafayette, Paris. 
A thousand thanks to my loved and noble friend for the 
very kihd and affectionate letter that he did me the honor 
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to write me from the Havre, which greatly rewards me for 
the dangers which I have lately overcome. Words are want^ 
iog to express how much I esteem, how highly I value, and 
how much I wish to merit the friendship and affection of 
the American General Marquis De Lafayette. 

I am very much concerned and ashamed to understand that 
my " numbers" that you received from L'Orient, were sa 
ill composed. It is a proof that their ladyships the Muses, 
however condescending they may he on the banks of the 
Helicon, will not dispense their favours to the sons of Nep- ' 
tune, especially while they are 

' By bounding^ billows and rude winds that blow. 
Alternate toas'd in air, or sunk to sands below. 

In truth, my dear General, I am almost as sorry that you 
have not been able to understand my meaning as if I had 
been addressing myself to — a fair Jady ! The enclosed 
key will, however, I hope unlock the past difficulty, and 
enable you fully to see what I so much wish you to under? 
stand. 

I will send you very soon, a little work that shall be bet- 
ter finished than that from L'Orient ; and in the mean time 
a machine to which the present key is adapted, is forwarded 
through the hands of Dr. Bancroft, in case you should have 
spoiled or thrown away the one formerly sent. 

The late brutalities of the Britons in America, fills me 
with horror and indignation. They foi^et that they are 
men ;' and I believe that nothing will bring them to their 
senses but the most exemplary retaliation. Landais is or- 
dered to Paris to answer for his past conduct. 

I wish to answer very particularly the three points which 
you have propounded. 1st. I never meant to ask a reward 
for my services, either from France or America; conse- 
quently the approbation of the Court and of the Congress 
is all {he gratification I can wish for. ^dly. I yet intend to 
undertake whatever the utmost exertion of my abilities will 
reach in support of the common cause, as far as any force 
that may in future be entrusted to my direction may enable 
me to succeed ; I hope, however, my future force will be 
better composed than when I sailed from L'Orient. I must 
sail from the Texel in course of next month, because 
ships cannot afterward remain here in this road. My des- 
tination or route from hence I yet know not ; but I need 
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not tell you that I wish to see your &ce ! 3dly. It is now 
in rain to say what might have been done two yeus ago 
witti the force you mention ; but I believe, if properly sup- 
ported hj sea. such a force might yet perform veiy essen- 
tifldi service. There is no guarding you know against stonns ; 
and one would wish either to avoid or to out^l a superior 
sea force. As I believe you know my way of thinkmg on 
such subjects, I shaH offer you no argument I know you 
want no prompter. 

I b^ Captain Ricot's pardon for having said in ttie ex- 
tract of my journal that in the engagement with the Serapis, 
he prevented my officers and men in the pilot boat from 
coming^to my assistance. I now find that this did not hap- 
pen w. the pilot boat had returned to the Vengeance about 
the middle of die action, without having boarded die Bon 
homme Richard according to Captain Ricot's orders. I was 
a htde vexed too, that» Captain Ricot did not come on boanl 
'the Bon homme Riclmrd the next day to offer me his assis- 
tance, when 1 was in the ""greatest imaginable distress, and 
die signal was fljring. But thei^e are trifles — and 1 am much 
moi^e obliged to him for not firing than to Landais for killing 
mv men and sinking my ship. ' Upon the whole Captain 
Ricot has acted as hecBme a sensible and prudent officer, and 
is a man with whom I wish to be further ccmnected. At 
Leith he was destined to cover the descent, and I am fiiUj 
convinced diat he would have executed it with great honor 
to himself had not die gale of wind in the critical moment 
rendered the desien impracticable. I shall correct die error 
in my letter to me minister, and do his character justice. 
I have a very good opinion of the abilities of Captain Cot- 
tineau, and I wish to be concerned with them boti^ in fiiture 
widi better ships. But I must speak plainly my opinion, 
since you desire it. I do not think diat the desire of gloiy 
was die uppermost sentiment in the breast of any captain 
under mv command, at the time we left L^Orient. 

"1 dial! ever be proud to merit the just tide of, my dSkr 
Marquis, 

Your very affectionate and faithfiil friend and servant, &c. 

I remember to have received such a letter. 

Lafatsttk. 
Ftbrmry XOth. 1B25. 
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Teseij on hoard Jhe StrapU^ Nov. 5thy 1 779. 
M; Dumas, &c. &c. &c. 

I have, my dear Sir, your two esteemed (avon of the 3d. 
I am much obliged to M* De Nuefville for his good inten- 
tions ; but duty must take the prdcedence of pleasure, and 
therefore I have no desire at present to revisit either Am- 
sterdam or even the Hague. 1 must wait a more favorable 
opportunity to kiss the Imnds of the fair. 

As I had the honor to write you fiilly last nig^t, I have 
now Very little to add respecting my situation, only tnat 1 
have resolved to send up the purser of the Alliance imme- 
diately to Amsterdam, in order to hasten the sending down 
a few articles that are reallv wanted, and that can be got 
without any loss of time, and before we get the mast secu- 
red. If the weather permits, what remains to be done, may 
be effected within four or five days ; and then I shall not 
remain idle here. In the mean time I wish the Great Man 
would order the two French Cutters here to attend our mo* 
tion. I believe it will not be difficult to persuade them. 

With respect to the powers of Captain rearson, 1 am con- 
vinced that he has received no authority firom Sir Joseph 
Yorke. His powers, however, must be as ample as mine ; 
and I should not, I assure you, have made such a conven- ^ 

t ion with him, if Captain Remirsma, on the part of the States- ^ 

General, had not given me verbally, free liberty to land tfie ' 
wounded prisoners, and to guard them in tte fort on the 
Texel by my soldiers with drawn swords and with the bridges 
hauled up at our pleasure; and with free liberty toembaik them 
again, and dispose of them as though they had not been Ian* 
ded in Holland. You see therefore that mj convention witti 
Captain Pearson does not bind me to contmue the prisoners 
ashore ; I' can embark them again whenever I please, and 
it waa only intended on my part as a security against elope- 
ment. They have hitherto been guarded wim the draw- 
bridges hauled up or let down at the sovereign will and plea- 
sure, of the ^^ Governor General." If my wishes succeed, 
it will afford America matter of exultation ; and at the wont 
we can only lose eiditeen or nineteen dangerously woun- 
ded prisoners, which! think will be made up I^ our having 
had possession of a fort on the Texel. I shall only add that 
my meaning has been good ; and that I thought I might rely 
on the guarantee that I had on the part of the States-Ucneral 
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while we could keep the prisoners from making their escape 
from the fort. 

I am with respect and attachment, yours, &c. 

Alliance, at sea, Dec. 27 th, 1 779. 
M. Dumas. 

I am here, my philosopher, with a good wind at east, and 
under my best American colors — so far you have your wish. 
What may be the event of this critical moment I know not; 
I am not, however, without good hopes. Through the ig- 
norance or drunkenness of the old pilot, the Alliance was 
last night got foul of a Dutch merchant ship, and I believe 
the Dutchman cut our cable. We lost .the best bower an- 
chor, and the ship was brought up with the sheet anchor so 
near the shore, that this morning I have been obliged to cat 
the cable in order to get clear of the shore, and that I might 
not lose this opportunity of escaping from purgatory. 

I wish Mr. Hoogland would have the sheet and best 
bower anchors taken up, that they may be sent to France or 
sold as M. De Neufville may find most expedient The 
pilot knows where the anchors lay, and unless he assists 
willingly in taking them up, he ought not in my opinion to 
be paid for his services on board her. 

Adieu my dear friend ; present my best respects to your 
fireside, and to the good patriot, &c.; and believe me to be 
always affectionately, &c. 

The consternation and uproar produced in Great Britain, 
and particularly on the coasts of that island and of Ireland, 
by the rumors of this 'unparalleled exploit were amazing. It 
naturally associated itself in the public mind with the de- 
scent upon Whitehaven, and the capture of the Drake. 
Orders were expedited in every direction for ships of war 
to put to sea in quest of Jones, with instructions to take 
hiip at all hazards. The annexed extracts firom newspa- 
pers of &at day, will demonstrate what aggravating annoy- 
ance a single intelligent, brave, and skilful officer, may give 
to a very krge portion of the subjects of a great empire. 

LoNDOir, September 27fA, 1779. 

A letter firom Sunderland, dated 20th September says, 

that an express arrived there on tiie 18th from Ajmouth, 

with information that Paul Jones was off there, with five sail 

of ships of war, and 2000 troops on board ; that on the 2 9th 
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they appeared off Sunderland, and came up within two miles, 
which put the inhabitants into great confusion, as they ex- 
pected them to land every hour, or destroy the ships in the 

harbor* 

Extract of a letter from Stockton, September 21st. 

The undermentioned ships have appeared off this place 
under the command of Paul Jones ; we have sent the bearers 
to inform all light colliers they may meet with, to take har- 
bor as soon as possible, and there to remain ti]l they re- 
ceive advice of their being off the coast. 

On Saturday noon two gentlemen of the corporation of 
Hull arrived express at the Admiralty, with the afarming ac- 
count, that the celebrated American Corsair Paul Jones had 
entered the River Humber on Thursday last, and chased a 
vessel to within a mile of the pier, where he sunk, burned 
and destroyed, 16 sail of valuable vessels, which threw the 
whole town and neighbourhood into the utmost consterna- 
tion. He had taken 9 or 10 colliers and other vessels a day 
or two before he appeared at Hull. The following is the 
force of Joneses squadron. 

A Boston built frigate with 40 guns upon one deck, 
(Jones's ship.) 

A French ship, (an old Indiaman)*of 44 gons. 

Two American frigates of 32 guns each, new. 

One 20 gun do. 

Two brigantines of 1 8 guns each, 

And two small tenders* 

On Saturday night another express arrived at the Admi- 
ralty from Hull, with the further disagreeable intelligence, 
that Paul Jones's squadron, after having done more mischief 
in the shipping on Friday, had fell in with the Baltic fleet, 
and had taken their convov, the Serapis man-of-war of 44 
guns. Captain Pearson, and the armed ship the Countess of 
Scarborough, Captain Piercy, of 24 guns. This action was 
seen by thousands of spectators. The other ships of Jones's ' 
squadron were making havoc among the fleet, most of which 
however, had taken shelter near Flamborough and the Head. 

From four captured Americans it was discovered that it 
was Jones's plan to alarm the coasts of Wales, Ireland, the 
western parts of Scotland, and the North Channel. Jones 
took several prizes on the coast of Ireland, (particularly two 
armed transports with stores for New- Yoik,) in the North 
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fiea, and near tho Fiiih of Forth, and had it in his power to 
have burnt Leith, but his orders are only to bum shippiDg. 
His squadron is noW but we^lj manned, owing to the great 
pumber of prizes he has taken, and ii therefore nay fall 
an easy conauest to the 16 sail of men-of-war who have or- 
ders to go after him. 

The Serapis man-of-war lost her main-mast, bowsprit, 
and mizen top-mast before she struck, and the Countess of 
^ Scarborough made an exceeding good defence against one of 
the 32 gun frigates. The enemy's 44 gun ship was not in 
the action, and the Serapis struck to Jones's ship and the 
other 33 gun frigate. 

Expresses also arrived on Saturday from Sunderland, sta- 
ting that Paul JoD^ had taken 16 sail more*of colliers. In 
consequence of the capture of so many coHiers, and the in- 
terruption of the trade, the price of coals will be enonnous. 
Instead of having the dominion of the sea, it is now evident 
that we are not able to defend our own coast from depreda- 
tions. 

The master of a sloop from Harwich, who arrived yes- 
terday, saw on Saturday last, no less than eleven sail of men- 
of-war going in search of Paul Jones, and among them was 
the Ed^r of 74 guns. 

By the examination of the four men beloi^ing to' one of 
Paul Joneses squadron, it appears that Jones's orders were 
> not to burn any houses or towns. What an example of 
honor and greatness does America thus show to us ! While 
our troops are running about from town to town on their 
coast, and burning every thing with a wanton, wicked barba- 
rity. Dr. Franklin gives no orders to retaliate; he is above 
it : and there was a time when an English minister was above 
it; when an English minister would have disdained to make 
war in so villanous a mode. It is a disgrace to the nation. 
Paul Jones coikld have burned Leith the other day with the 
greatest ease, and another little town near it. 

Yesterday Lord Sandwich informed some Russian mer- 
chants who waited on him, that 20 of his Majesty's ships 
were sent in quest of Paul Jones. 

September 2Bth. Captain Pearson who commanded tiie 
Serapis of 44 guns which was ,ts^en by Paul Jones, was ap- 

C>inted to the End^ion of 44 guns, lately launched at 
imehouse, and fitting out there for sea, and was coming 
from off his 8tati<m in the North sea, to go on board of her. 
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PhiladelpkiOy January 19/A, 11 HO, 
Extract of a letter from L^Orient, October 30tb, 1779. 

The brave Captain Jones, on the 33d of last montii, at»> 
tacked the Baltic fleet of 60 sail^under convoj of the Sentpts 
of 44 guns, and the Scarborough of 20. 

From L^Orient dated October 92d. 

The gallant behai^our of Captain Paul Jones, at present 
engages the whole attention here. In my last I informed 
joa tnat he had the command of a small squadron then on 
a cruize. H^«>ail^ round Ireland and Scotland, spreading 
terror and devastation in every part. He took, burnt, and 
sunk a great number of vessels, among them a ship bound 
to Quebec extremely rich. 

On the 23d 4>t September in the evening, he fell in with 
the Baltic fleet under convoy of the Serapis 44 guns, and 
the Countess of Scarborough 30 guns. The Pallas after an 
engagement of about an hour todc the latter, and Jones in 
the Poor Richard attacked the fonner, — ^they fought for three 
hours and a half, with inconceivable rage ; two hours of 
which time they were fast to each other, and almost all 
the time one or the other was on fire. The Serapis is a fine 
new ship, sheathed with copper, on an entire new construc- 
tion, and thought to be the fastest sailing vessel in Europe ; 
she has two entire batteries, the lower of which is 18 found- 
ers, so that she may be said to be almost double tbe mrce of 
the Poor Richard. 

Extract of another letter from the same place. 

The Poor Richard with all the assistance afforded from 
the other ships after the action, could not be kept above 
water, and Jones had the mortification to see her go down. 
He has-made a good exchange,, but he wished to have got 
the Poor Richa^ into port, shattered as she was, as a pic«. 
lure of curiosity and distress. 

Qn the return of llie squadron to the Texel, Captain Lan- 
dais propa|ated a report that he, and not Commodore Jones, 
had caused the Scrapie to surrender. To give plausibility 
to the story, he referred to his having raked Uie British 
frigate, which, in part, was true ; but it was equally true 
that he fired more repeatedly, and with more fatal effect 
into die Bon homme Richard ; nor did he, at any period of 
the action, lay the Serapis along side, as he was dfrectedj or 

X 



162 

take such a position aa would have caused the enemy to 
strike his flag at an earlier moment. Had Landais closed 
with the Serapis, as Commodore Jones did, she must have 
almost immediatelv 3rielded, andthe lives of many valuable 
men would have oeen spared. His omission to embrace 
the chance offered by the Commodore to secure or destroy 
the merchantmen of the convoy was altogether unpardon- 
able. ' The vain boasting of Captain Landais, and his mis- 
conduct during the battle as well as previously thereto, in- 
duced Jones to recur to the testimony of the officers of his 
squadron, who had been eye-witnesses of Landais' behaviour, 
and their evidence was collected, in coincidence with the 
advice of Dr. Franklin, and incorporated in the annexed 
documents, the tenor of which will remove every scruple of 
doubt as to the disobedient and reprehensible procedure of 
the captain of the Alliance. 

Charges and Proofs respecting the conduct of Peter Landais, 

We, the officers, &c., of the American squadron now at 
the Texel, this 30th day of October 1779, do attest and de- 
> clare, upon our words of honor as gentlemen, that all &e fol- 
lowing articles, which we subscribe, respecting the conduct 
of Peter Landais, Captain of the frigate Alliance, are really 
and truly matters of fact. In witness whereof we hereunto ' 
sign our names and qualities ; and will, at any time here* 
after, be ready to prove the same upon oath if required. 

1. The Captain of the Alliance did not take the steps in 
his power, to prevent his ship from getting foul of the Bon 
homme Richard^ in the Bay of Biscay ; for instead of put- 
ting his helm a-weal)ier, and bearing up to make way for 
hb commanding officer, which was his duty, he left the deck 
to load his pistols. 

S. When in chase of a ship, supposed an English East 
Indiaman, on the-;— ^ — day of August 1779, Captain Landais 
did not do his utmost to overtake that ship, which he might 
easily have done before night, but put his helm a-weatfaer, 
and bore away several times in the day, after the Alliance 
had gained the wake of the chase, apd was overtaking her 
verv fast. 

3. Captain Landais behaved with disrespect and imperti- 
nence towards the Commander in chief of the squadron, on 
frequent occasions. 
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4. He disobeyed his sigfaals. 

' 5. He very seldom answered any of them. 

6. He expressed his fears and apprehensions of being 
taken on the coast of Ireland, and insisted on leaving sight, 
of it immediately, when we had crui^d ^h^re only two 
days. 

7. His separation from liie squadron the first time, must 
have happened either through ignorance or design ] because 
though he distinctly saw the signal for the course before 
nigh^ J6t he altered it, first two, and theu four points of the 
compass before morning. 

5. His s^aration from the squadron th^ second time, 
mast also have happened through ignorance or design ; be- 
cause the wind being at N. W. and the other ships, to his 
knewUdgCj lying to, and being astern of the Alliance, what 
less than separation could be the consequence of his obsti* 
nacy in ordering the weather main-brace to be hauled in, 
and the ship to be steered S. W«, and S. W. by S., in the 
trough of Ae sea, which was done from ten at night, till 
morning; and he would not then permit the ship to be 
tacked, in order to regain the squadron, as was proposed to 
him by the officers. 

9. On the mormngof the 33d September, when ttie Bon 
homme Richard, after beii^ oiT the Spurn, came in sight of 
the AlUance and Pallas,offFlamborougb Head,£laptain Lan- 
dais distinctly told Captain Cottineau, that if it was, as it 
appeared, a fifty gun-ship, thc^ must rim away $ although he 
must have been sure that the raIlas,yVom her heavy sailing ^ 
must have fallen a sacrifice. 

10. In the afternoon of the same day^ Captain Landais 
paid no attention to signals, particularly the signal of pre- 
paration, and for the line ; which was made with great care, 
and very distinctly, on board the Bon homme Richard. 

11. Although tile Alliance was a long way a-head of the 
Bon homme Richard, when bearing down op the Baltic fleet, 
yet Captain Landais lay out of gun-shot to windward, until 
the Bon homme Richard had passed by and closely engaged 
the Serapis, and then, instead of coming to close action with 
the Countess of Scarborough, the Alliance fired at very 
long shot 

1 2* He continued to windward, and, a eoasiderable time 
after tho action began, fell astern and spoke the PaHais, 
leaving the Countess of Scarborough in the wake of the 
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ships engaged, and at free liberty to rake the Bon homme 
Richard. 

13. After th6 Bon homme Richard and Serapis were made 
fast along side of each other, (which was not done till an 
hour after the engagement bq^n,) Captain Landais, out of 
tnusket shot, raked me Bon homme Richard with cross-bar 
and grape shot, &c., which killed a number of men, dis- 
moantea sundry guns, put out the side lights, and silenced all 
file 13 pounders. 

14. The Alliance flien ran down towards the Pallas and 
Scarborough that were at the time engaged at a consider- 
able distance to leeward of the Bon homme Richard and 
Serapis, and Captain Landais hovered about there out of 
gun-shot, and without firing, till some time after the Countess 
t>f Scarborov^ had struck ; and then bore down under her 
top-sails, and spoke, fir^t the prize, and then the Pallas, ask- 
ing a number of questions. 

15« 'At last Captain Landais made sail under his topsails, 
to work up to wmdward, but made tacks before he (being 
within the range of grape-shot, and, at the longest^ three 
quarters of an hour before the Scrapie struck,) fired a second 
broadside into the Bon homme Richard's larboard 'quarter, 
the latter part whereof was fired when the Alliance was not 
more than three points abaft the Bon homme Richard's beam, 
alttiough many tongues had cried fromihe Bon homme Rich- 
ard that Captain Landais was firing into the wrong ship, 'and 
iirayed him to lay the enemy along side. Three large signal 
an&oms, with proper signal wax candles in them, and well 
lighted^had also, previously to his firing, been hung over 
the bow, quarter, and waist of the Bon homme Richard in 
a horizontel line, which was the simal of reconnoisance ; 
and the ships, the one having a hiffk poop, and being all 
black, the other having a low stem, with yellow sides, were 
easily distinguishable, it being full moon. 

16. The Alliance ttien passed at a very considerable dis- 
tance along the larboard or off side of the Bon homme Ri- 
chard, and having tacked and gained the wind^ ran down 
again to leeward, and, in crossing tbe Bon homme Richard^s 
bow, Capt. Landais raked her with a third broadside, alter 
being constantly called to from the Bon homme Richard not 
to Ga^ but to lay the enemy along side. ^ 

17. Sundry men were killed and wounded by the broad- 
.sides mentioned in the two last articles. 
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18. Capt. Landais never padsed on the off ride of tlic 
Seiapis, nor coald (bat ship ever bring a gon to bear on the 
Alliance at any time daring the ei^;agement. 

1 9. The leaks of the Bon homme Richard increased much 
after being fired upon by the Alliance ; and as the most dan- 
gerous shot which the loon homme Richard received under 
the water^ were under the larboard bow and quarter, tfiey 
must have come from tiie Alliance, for the Serapis was on 
the other side. 

30» Several people on board tibe Alliance told Capt« Lan- 
dais, at different times, that he fired upon the wrong^sfaip ; 
others refused to fire. 

21 • The Alliance only fired three broadsides, while within 
gun shot, on the Bon homme Richard and Serapis. 

22. The morning after the engagement, Capt. Landais 
acknowledged on board the Serapis, that he raked each 
time with gjrape shot, which he knew would scatter. 

2B* Capt. Landais has aclcnowledged since the action, 
that he would have thought it no harm if the Bon homme 
Richard had struck, for it would have given him an oppor- 
tunity to retake her, and to take the Serapis. 

34. He has frequently declared that he was the only 
American in the squadron, and that he was not under the 
orders of Capt. Jones. 

35. In coming into the Texel he declared that if Captain 
Jones should hoist a broad pendant, he would, to vex hm^ 
hoist another. 

I attest the articles number 3. 4. 5. 10. 11. 15. 16. and 
32, to be matters of fact, and I believe all the rest. 

Robert Coram, Midshipman. 

I attest the articles number 2. 3. 4. 5. 9. 10. 11. 13. 15. 
16. 17. 19. 21. and 22, to be matters of feet, and 1 ^lieve 
all the rest. J. W. Linthwaite, Midshipman. 

I attest the articles number 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 10. 11. 13. 15. 
16. 17. 19« 21. and 22, to be matters of fact, and I believe 
all the rest. John Matrant, Midshipman. 

I attest the articles number 1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 10. 13« 
15. 16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 22. 23. and 24, to be matters of fact, 
and I believe all the rest. 

• Lieut. Col. Wei BERT. 

I attest the articles number 2. 3. and 1 1, to be matters of 
fact, and I believe all the rest. 

Benjamin Stubbs, Midshipman. 



1 attest the articles nuiaber 2. 3. 4. 0. G. 10. U. 13. 15. 

16. aad 17, to be matters of fact, and I believe all the rest. 

Thomas Pottsr, Midsbipipan. 
I attest the articles number 2, 3. 4. 5. 10. 1 1. 13. 1$. and 
1 9, to be matters of fact, and I believe all the rest. 

Nathaniel Fannin^, Midshipmap* 
I attest the articles number 3. 4. 6. 10. U. 13. 15« 16. 

17. 19. and 21, to be matters of fact, and I believe all the 
rest* Thomas Lundy, Midshipman. 

I attest the articles number 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 10. U. 13. 15. 

16. and 17, to be matters of fact, and I believe all the rest. 

Beaumont Groube, Midshipman. 
I attest the. articles number 2. 3. 4. 5. 10; 11. 15. 16. 17. 

18. and 23, to be matters of fact. 

Stack, Lieut, of Walsh's Reg. 
I attest the articles number 2. 3. 4* £• 6. 10. 11. 13. 15. 

19. 23. and 24, to be matters of fact. 

Macartht, Officer of Wakh's Reg. 
I attest the articles number 2. 3. 4. 5. 15. 16. 17. 18. 
19. and 21, to be matters of fact. 

Richarp Dale, First Lieut^ant. 
I attest the articles number 2, 3« 4. 5. U. 14. and 22, 
to be matters of fact* 

Henrt Lunt, Second Lieutenant* 
I attest the articles number 2. 3. 4. 5. 10. 1 1. 13. 15. 16. 

17. 18. 19. and 21, to be matters of fact. 

Samuel Stacet, Master. 
We attest the articles number 2. 3. 4. 5. 7. 8. 11. 12. 
18.* 20. and 21, to be matters of &ct 

James Deoos, Lieutenant, ^ 
John Bucklev, Master, > Alliance. 

John Larcher, Master's Mate,) 
I attest to the articles number 11. 12. 14. and 24 ; as to 
^ 4th, article, I know that he refused to obey the sign^ 
for going on board the Bon homme Richard ; and with re- 
spect to the 9th article, I recollect that he said, '^ If it is a 
ship of more than fifty guns, we have nothing to do but to 
run away." 

De Cottineau ds Kloouene, Captain of the Pallas. 
I attest the articles number 2. 5. 11. 12. 20. and 22, to 
be matters of fact.- M. Park, 

Captain of Marines of the AlUance. 

* The Alliance neTer passed on the offside of the Serapi?. 
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I, the subscriber, being sent for by the commodore on tiie 
^3d day of September, to repair immediately on board his 
ship, the Bon homnKe Richard, there to examine and find 
ont the leaks of his ship, which was within an hour after 
the engagement with the Serapis, an English ship of war, I 
accordingly obeyed the commodore's orders, and repaired 
on board his ship, when, after searching diligently without 
and within the said ship, I found it was impracticable to stop 
the leaks, the ship's bottom being so mucn shattered. 
Dated on board the ship Serapis, at sea, Sept. 24th. 1779. 

James Bragg, 
Master Carpenter of the AUiancp. 

I, the subscriber, late midshipman on board the late Ame- 
rican ship of war ttie Bon homme Richard, but now actins 
in that capacity on board the ship of war the Serapis, winch 
ship was taken by the Bon homme Richard, on the nisht of 
the 23d of September last, the same nidit I was stationed 
in the Bon homme Richard's main-top the whole of the ac- 
tioiu About two hours after the engagement commen- 
ced, I saw, to my great surprise, Ae AJliance come under 
the Boa homme Richard's stem, and fire.het whole broad*" 
side into the Bon homoie Richard ; she then came along the 
off side of the Bon homme Richard and came under her 
bow, when she dischaiged another volley of bddi grape and 
round shot, which I heard strike the rigging, masts, &c. on 
board the Bon homme Richard* Thou|^ previous to the 
Alliance firing the second time into the Bon homme Riehalrd^ 
I beard some of oudr officers and men call to the Alliaiioe, 
which was then within hail, for God's sake not to fire into 
the Bon homme Richard, for, said they, you have killed 
several of our men already. Notwithstanding all this, she 
fired a number of shot afterward into the Bon homme Ri- 
chard* But aft to the number of men the Alliance^ killed 
on board the Bon homme Richard, I cannot ascertain ; how- 
ever, as to what I have written here I can attest to as a fact. 

Given under my hand this 23d day of October, 1779. 

Nathaniel Fanning.* 

^ An intelligent^ sensible officer. He had the rood fortune and the 
merit of aidmg to overcome the eotsny stationed in Uie main-tot> of 
the Satapifl. He eomnanded afterward, and lUtil the dose of the 
war« the privateer Bdipte, belonging to DmOiirii* 

J. p. Joarxs. 
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L late a midshipman oa board of the Bon homme Richard, 
and aid-du-camp to the Honorable John Paul W in the 
action of the 23d of September, oflf Fiamborough Head, do 
certify that an hour after the commencement of it, 1 was 
on the' main deck, where there was a brisk 6nng kept up 
until a ship raked us, when I saw two men drop d«td, and 
several runiing from their quarters, crying out, The AUi- 
ance is ma^ed with Englishmen and finng upon us." I 
went up immediately, and saw her pass by us- Shethen, in 
about two hours time, came under our stem, and while we 
were hailing her. she fired into our larboard quarter, and 
went ahead of Us ; then came before the wind, athwart omr 
bows, when she was hailed by Capt. Jones's orders, to lay 
the enemy on board, but they returning no answer, were 
hailed once or twice again, to which th^ answered, "ay, 
ay," and immediately fired several guns, but they beii^ at 
too great a distance to damage the enemy witfiout hurting 
us, when she might have come half as near agam without 
any danger of running foul of us or damaging us. But. pre- 
vious to the above mentioned engagement, a si^al was hove 
out from the Bon homme Richard to form a line of battle, 
to which the Alliance paid no attention, but during the whole 
cruise the Alliance very seldom att^ided to any of Captain 
Jones's signals. It is my sincere opinion on Ae conduct of 
the commander of the said ship, tocher with her manceu- 
vres during the time of action, on the 2Sd of last Sentem- 
her, that his motive must have been to kill Captain Jones, 
and distress the Bon homme Richard, so as tP cause her to 
strike to the Serapis, that he mi^t himself be able to take 
the Serapis, and honor himself with the laurels of that day. 
In witness whereof, I have hereunto subscribed my Bame, 
on board the Sera]^ lying m the Texel, the 24th of 

October, 1779. 

John Matkant.* 

* A yoon^ genUcmui of fortcme, of Soatb-CarbUna, wlioae ooodnct: 
in Uw engBgement did him sreat honor. , » v 

J. F* JOVBS. 



I, late midshipman on board of the American ship of 
le Bon homme Richard, commanded by the Honorable John 
Paul Jones, at present on board of the Serapis, prize to |he 
above ship, do certify, that while at my station in the mizen- 
top, after we had engaged about two hours and a half, I saw. 
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to mj great mirpme and astonishment, the AUiance frkeate 
ire several guns into our larboard quarter* Some time after, 
being ordered from my station in the mizen-top on deck, 
I ULW from the forecastle, the Alliance standing aithwart our 
bowB before the wind* Mr. Linthwaite was then hailing her 
bj Capt. Jones's orders, to lay the enemy on board, but 
hearing no answer to his repeated bail, I hailed her in the 
lame words^ 'May the enemy on board;'' no answer being 
yet made, I asked them if they heard us, to wliich they re^ 
plied, ^ ay, ay," . and fired several guns at that distance that 
part of her grape and cannister shot damaged us as well as 
the enemy ; whereas, it is my opinion, had the Alliance come 
half the distance nearer the Serapis than she did, she might 
have cleared the enemy's deck, and not have raked the Bon 
homme Richard* 

Previous to the afore*mentioned engagement, a signal was 
hove out by Capt. Jones's orders to form a line of battle, to 
which no attention was paid on the part of the Alliance. If 
I may be allowed to give my opinion on the general conduct 
of tlie commander, together with the manoeuvres of Ae said 
ship during the action, it appears to me his motive must have 
been to distress the Bon bcmime Richard, so as to cause her 
to strike to the Serapis, and by boarding the Serapis to re- 
take the Bon homme Richard, and thereby claim the laurels 
of that day* 

In testimony whereoi^ i hereunto subscribe my name, on 
board of tfie Serapis, lying in the Texei, die 24tb of 
October, 1779. 

Robert Coram.* 

* A brave, iteady officer, of Sooth-Carolina, whose condaet in, Um 
engagement did himmach honor. 

J. P. Jovxs. 

1, the undersigned, Philip Ricot, captain of a vessel in the 
service of the United States of America, and commander of 
the tender Vengeance,* in conformity to the request of Com. 
Paul Jones, my commander, do communicate to him, and 
affirm to the different circumstances, hereafter declared, in 
which M. Landais, captain of the frigate Alliance, has, in 
this cruise, appeared to have deviated from that subordina- 
tion which the service requires. 

I observed, that on the Slst of August, at half past four in 
the afternoon, a signal was made him by the commodore 
to chase a sail in sight, which M. Landais did not obey. 

Y ^ 
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The next day, September lat, tbe commodore made him 
a Bignal to come -under his stem that he mi^t speak with 
liim: this M. Landais did not do« 

The 5th of September the captains of the division being 
on board of the commodore, according to his orden, M. 
Landais was the onlj one who refused to go, and althoi^ 
Messrs. deChamiilard and Cottinean went on board of £e 
Alhance to persuade him to it, he persisted in his refasah 

That, in the night of the 23d and 34tb of said month, 
daring the engagement between tbe Bon homme Richard 
and the Serapis, the AlKance. remained within cannon-shot 
of the enemj's ship, from about half past eight till ten -o'clock, 
without my having seen her fire, i shall add, that October 
the 1st at eight at ni^t, I received orders from the commo- 
dore to go and tell M. Landais who was to windward, to take 
post astern of him ; to which I received this answer, and 
which was repeated by M* Landais himself: '^ Go tdl the 
Commodore, that he may go where he pleases/^ The in- 
consistence of this answer, and his rudeness to me, hove 
shice obliged me to testify my dissatisfaction to M. Landais, 
who appeared to have forgot it. I affirm to the facts above 
declared. Texel, October 25th, 1779. 

P. RiCOT. 

♦ The Vengeance was to windward, just out of gun-shot during: the 
whole action. The Captain was a sensible man and agobd officer. 

J. P. JOHXS. 

These are to certify, that I, Henry Lunt, second lieu- 
tenant of the American ship of war the late Bon homme Ri- 
chard, but now of the Serapis, commanded by the Honora- 
ble John Paul Jones, having, on the 23d of September 1779, 
been ordered in a pilot boat, with a party of men, after a 
brig, but some time after I set out from along side, a pignal 
was made for me to return back to the Bon homme Ri- 
chard, she being then in chase of two British ships of war, 
the Serapis and Countess of Scarborough, ana before I 
could get on board the Bon homme Richard she commence4i 
the engagement with the Serapis. It being night, 1 thou^t 
it not prudent to go along side in time of action. Being in 
the boat near, I had an opportunity of seeing some part of 
the Alliance's behaviour above three quarters of an hour 
after the action began between the Richard and Serapis. 
The Alliance was to windward of them, and appeared to be 
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Iving to, about one mile distant* At the same tiine the 
PaUas Was engaging the Countess of Scarborough to leeward 
of the Alliance, and out of my sight. Presently after the 
Pallas and Countess of Scarborough had ceased firing, the Al- 
liance bore down for them, and disappeared out of my sight* 
What she did there I cannot tell ; but she was gone, aa near 
as I can judge, one hour and three quarters, and then ap- 
peared to me to be going up to assist the Bon bomme Ri- 
chardy but was half an hour from that time before she 
fired -, and after she got up to the Richard and Serapis, she 
fired, and stood off from them to the eastward some distance, 
and, as near as I can judge was gone better than half an 
hour, then returned back jto the Richard and Serapis and 
fired again. 
On board the Serapis, at the Texel, 25th of Oct. 17Z9. 

Henry Lunt.* 

* This certificate of Lieat. Lunt, who was a mere spectator, is of 
great weight and importance, it being only in the power of tfaif gentle- 
man, or of C^pt. Rioot, who in the Vengeance was also a mere specta- 
tator, to give a true account of the respective positions and manoeuvres 
of the ships engaged. 

J. P. JONSS* 

I, the undersigned; certify, tliat I was extremely surprised 
in the evening of the 23d lof September, when I did not 
hear the Alliance begin the engagement with the Serapis or 
Countess of Scarborough, having remarked just beiore I 
went to the main-top, (where I commanded a detachment 
during the action) that she appeared to me to be very near 
them* M. Landais had pressed sail during the whole after- 
noon, without orders. M. Cottineau hailed us, and asked 
what station he should take during the action, and complain- 
ed to M. Jones, that M. Landais instead of forming the rear 
as it bad been agreed, took the van which was his ( M. Cotti- 
neau'a) from him* M. Jones, however, made the signal for 
forming the line ; and I well recollect that he caused a 
manoeuvre to be made in order tliat the Alliance might 
clearly see his 4^nal, but M« Landais, as uswil^ paid no at- 
tention to it, aq^ we all thought the Alliance engaged a lone 
time before us. After tatting my station in the main-top, I 
thought no more of the Alliance, because the main-top-sail 
hid her from me. A little while after the Serapis. hailed us, 
and 1 then perceived the Serapis and the Countess of Scar- 
boroagh pretty pigh each other. We immediately began 
the engagement with the Serapis, and I did not perceive the 
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AlKftiice till aboDt two hours afterward, when I saw her 
rake lU with her whole broadside, a little to larboard of us ; 
a&d, at the same time, I heard a hundred voices hailing the 
Alliance, and telling them that it was on board the Boa 
homme Richard she was firing. A moment after she pass- 
ed as on oar larboard side, and it was with difficulty that I 
hindered the people whom I commanded from firing upon 
her. I hailed M. Landais as loud as I could, sapng to him, 
^^ I bc^ yon will not sink us.'' I at the sa* le time thought 
that M. Liandais was taking advantage of our circumstances 
to destroy M« Jones, and thereby save himself the trouble 
he must have expected for having disobeyed M. Jones ia 
chasing without orders, and in edging off to shape a contrary 
course, when the signai was made to chase ; and on several 
other occasions, such as refusing to come on board the Bon 
homme Richard to consult on the necessanr operations, Sic. 
The Alliance then came athwart our bow, and began 
afresh to cannonade us very smartly; I then had not the 
least doubt of his intention to sink us, and should have fired 
on the Alliance in preference to the Serapis, but that the 
main*topsail, and other sails concealed her urom us. At the 
instant when they cried that the Serapis had struck, I came 
down, and Was informed that the Alnance had killed us a 
number of people, and amongst others, an officer who was 
upon the forecastle. In mv opinion there was not a soul on 
board the Bon homme Ricbai^, who did not believe that M» 
Liandais knew us before he fired, as we were higher out of 
the water than the Serapis ; that it was moon-licht, and that 
we had made the signal by which we must have been known, 
during the action. 

The first lieutenant of the Countess of Scarboroudi told 
me some days since, that he had remarked, during me ac« 
tion with the Pallas, that the Alliance was for some time 
athwart and to windward of them ; that as soon as the Scar* 
borough had struck, the Alliance came and hailed them and 
asked them " what vessel that was which was engaged ?" 
He was answered ^' the Serapis." He ask^ her force, but 
ihey would not tell htm ; he then tacked aad shaped his 
course under his tap-saUs only to join us. 

Done on board the Serapis in the Texel, this 37th of 
October 1779. 

Edward Stack,* Lieutenant of Walsh's Regt. 

* Mr. SUek had Uie diitini^itbed adyantag^ of commandiiig in tiM 
Budii*to|^aiMl tiia poat wai wgantiaHy upefcd in the engagement His 






aented to the Minister of war, at Versailles, procured him promotioti 
from aab-lieatenant to the rank of Captain, wiUi a pecuniary g^ratifi- 
eatkn for the leaa of hb effects, when the Bon hommo Radimrd rank ; 
end ainee tlhe irar, hit nosi Christian Mi^jjestj lus, fw hi$ d«ftceiour 
in the Bon honne Richard, granted to lum an annuity ^ four hua* 
dred lirres for life. 

J. P. Joirxf . 

I, late midshipman on board the Bon homme Richard^ 
tnd aid«4ii^amp to the Honorable John Paul Jones, in the 
action of the 33d of September last, off Flamborough 
Head, do certify, that about an hour after the commence* 
ment of it, I heard some of the men that were stationed on 
the forecastle cry out, *' the Alliance rakes us, and has 
wounded Mr. Caswell, the master's mate, with several 
men ;'' diis report was afterward confirmed by Mr. Caswell, 
and he declared^ in his dying words, be received his wouna 
from the AlUance. The ship then disappeared, and did not 
return till an hour and an half. As soon as she was dis* 
covered, Capt. Jones ordered the signal lanthoms of recon* 
noisance to be placed at proper distances from each other, 
on the larboard side, which order was obeyed by the mas- 
ter^ notwithstanding which, she came up to our larboard 
quarter and fired into us, then shot ahead and stood athwart 
our bow, when I hailed by order from Capt. Jones to laj 
the enemy on board, to which no answer was made. Mi;* 
Coram also repeated the same order, then asked them if they 
beard us, their reply was, "' ay, ay ;" the instant after she 
raked without apparently drawing any nearer the distance, 
then being only within the range of grape-shot, and the two 
ships lying parallel with their sides touching each other, 
several of his shot were drove into the Bon homme Ri- 
chard. The conclusion I shall make relative to Capt. 
Laadais' conduct, on the 33d of September, and previous to 
that time, is, that his principal object was to kill Capt* 
Jones, and to cause the Uichard to strike, that he might step 
in and claim the honor of the day. 

Given under my hand, on board the Bon honmie Ri* 
chard'sc prize the Serapis of 44 guns, at the Texef, the 27th 
of Ootdber, 1779. 

J. W. LlITTHWAlTK.* . 

i' Qf SoaUi Carolina, and a bniTC o/licer, whose conduct in the eii- 
^q^ement did him ^^at honor. 

J. P- JonKi. 
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Capt. Landais has oftentinies, in my presence, qioken dis- 
respectfully and even impudently of Capt. Jones. On one 
occasion, aoout the beginning of oeptemper last, on the coast 
of ScoUand, I wept on boara the Alliance frigate by desire 
of Capt. Jones, and told Capt. Landais that he requested of 
him to be furnished with the names of the officers and men 
he had a day or two before that put on board the prize ship 
the Union, Capt. Johnston, that he (Capt. Jones) migbt be 
enabled to despatch her ; or, to be informed what directions 
he had given, if any, as well with respect to that vessel, as 
also with respect to the prize ship the Betsy, Capt. Fisher, 
which also had been manned from the Alliance. Capt Lan- 
dais, in reply, told me very pertly, that Capt. Jones had no 
business at all with any of those vessels, for that both of them 
haid already received proper instructions from him, and that 
tfie orders he had given were agreeable to the direction he 
had received from Capt. Jones. I told him I was of opinion 
no commander in the dquadron, except Capt. Jones, was 
authorized to send away a prize, or otherwise dispose of her, 
when in his presence, but oy virtue of particular orders ob- 
tained from him for tihat purpose. Capt. Landais, in a 
sneering manner, agaiu replied, that he would let Capt. Jones 
know uiat he had as good a right to despatch prizes as he 
had ; that they were captains of equal rank ; and that the 
only difference between them was seniority on the part of 
Capt. Jones, which be held of little consideration ; and at 
last Capt. Weibert, who had accompanied me on board, and 
myself, returned on board the Bon homme Richard totally 
unable to inform Capt. Janes what Capt. Landais had or- 
dered with respect to tiiose two ships. A short time after 
this, a signal was made on board the commodore's ship for 
the capt^ns of the squadron to come on board. Capt. Cot- 
tineau and Capt. Ricot accordingly came on board* Capt. 
Landais not obeying, Capt. Jones desired me to go again on 
board the Alliance, and deliver Cant. Landais a letter which 
be then handed to me, and which i understood contained an 
order for him to come immediately on board ; accordin^y^^ 
I went on board the Alliance, and delivered Capt. Landais 
the letter, which he took with him to the cabin, and i^ltfew 
minutes returned and delivered me another for Capt. Joiies ; 
this I brought instantly on board and delivered to him. ' It 
contained a second refusal on the part of Capt. Landais, 
and very much offended the gentlemen who had politeir 
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obejed ibe signal, and were then waiting for him. Capt. 
Jonies, chagrined b? the obstinacy of that officer, would have 
proceeded to the business he had in view, without paying 
aoy further attention to him ; but being still anxious to haye 
bk opinion on, and approbation of the measure, conjointly 
with the other officers of the squadron, a further attempt to 
obtain his company was resolved on. For this purpose, at 
the desire of Capt* Jones, Capt« Cottineau, M. Uhamillard, 
and myself, went on board the Alliance, to try the efiect of 
persuasion upon Capt. Laodais ; but in vain did those gienr 
tlemen' represent to him the absolute necessity there was 
for bis joining in consultation with his brother officers ; that 
the good of the service demanded his compliance, as an en- 
terprise of some moment was to be deliberated on ; but alas ! 
in vain did they waste an hour and more in arguments to 
this end — in vam did they attempt to persuade him — in vain 
did they entreat him — in vain did they tell him what he had 
to dread from the consequences of his obstinately persisting 
to disobey the orders of his commanding officer. Instead 
of paying polite attention to the advice given him, he, on 
the contrary, not only disregarded it, but giave himself the 
liberty io speak of Capt. Jones in terms highly disrespect- 
ful and insolent, and said he would see him on shore, when 
they must kill one or the other, &c. 

Oa the 23d of September last, when the signal for a gene- 
ral chase was given to pursue the Baltic fleet, the Alliance 
frigate was the headmost ship of our squadron, and continu- 
ed to keep ahead until she began to near the enemy, when 
Capt. Landais very unexpectedly and agreeably surprised 
Capt* Jones by hauling his ship's wind, thereby politely 
leaving room for his commander to approach tne largest 
ship, which he instantly engaged, Capt. Landais still keep- 
ing at a lespectful distance from his commander, which re- 
spect he, however, continued to observe, mal-apropos, until 
verj late in the engagement. The action bad lasted more 
than an hour, and &e Bon homme Richard and the Serapis 
had been made fast alongside each other by Capt. Jones, 
head and stern together, for some time, before i received 
the inround which obliged me to quit the deck, at which time 
the Bon homme Richard still continued ah>ne with a .force 
mach Buperior to herself, and although she had been most 
severely treated by her enemy, she nevertheless continued 
to hug her in close embrace. The behaviour of our con- 
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«orts upon this day was very mysterioas ; but that of Capt^ 
Xiaodaifl was of such a cast, as, m my opinioa, must una- 
Toidably announce him to ttie pubHc a man devoid of con* 
duct — a man of infamous principles — or, a rank coward. 

The Alliance having received no shot from the enemyi 
her captain had the advoHtage to have none of his men 
either killed or wounded during the whole engagement^ 
And it is hidily worthy of remaik, that before the Alliance 
raked the Son homme Richard by firing alternately infas 
hor head uid stem, the enemy had been dislodged and dri- 
ven from the tops and quarter-deck of the Serapis to her 
first and second batteries, where they were under cover* 
The discharge of the second battery of the Serapis haviii( 
beat in one side of the Bon homme Richard and blown out 
the other, made a breach from before the main-mast to the 
stem, cutting off the stem-post and rudder, and dislodging 
every one from that situation. These retreated to the fore- 
castle of the Bon homme Richard, where they could not be 
Srei upon from the Serapis, and with those stationed there, 
were exposed to the fire of the Alliance. 

Serapis, at the Texel, November 1 3th, 1 779. 

Matthew Meask.* 

S^ * Mr. Meue, of Philadelphia, was a gvntleman of worthy chane- 

ter. He was not bred a seaman, but bad many times erased the 
ocean, being a merchant and owner of ships. His love for Ameriet 
rhncoiintr]^ indiioed him to embark in the Bon honune Ridiard,aiid, 
Uie other offices being; previously filled, he accepted the plaoe of par* 
ser. In the engagement with the Serapis, he commanded the qoarter- 
deck gmis of the Bon honune Richard, and behaved with dittingnisfa* 
ed coolness and intrepidity, till he was dangerpusly wmmded in the 
head by a grape-shot. The next day his skall was trepanned in six 
or seven places ; but, immediately after the sii^geon had tied np his 
head in t)ie action, which lasted three hours after his misfortme, be 
returned again upon deck. 

J. P« Jovas. 

Whereas, since the can4>aign of 1779, there have been 

• various and partial reports secretly spread against the pri*> 

^ vate and social character of Commodore Paul Jones, lor- 

merly commanding the squadron of the Bon homme Richard ; *<: t 

and as, among other hearsays and groundless stories, I have 
sometimes heard that the above mentioned officer had form* '-<k 
ally given the lie to SL Landais, formerly captain of the 
Alliance, relating to the loss of a boat in sight of the coaat 
of Ireland: — therefore, I declare and affirm, that the afbre*^ 
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said commodore did oot say to M. LandaiSy '^ Y6u lie," but 
' no mipe tiian tfiese rery words : *' It is an untrath ;'' which 
% Ljandais was pleasea to interpret as a formal giving the 
/m, who was never able to overcome hk peevish, ohstinatey 
torbolent, and ungovernable temper, which he constantly 
diewed during the whole of the campaign. Moreover, I 
certifj, that Coipmodore Paul Jones, far from commanding 
witbhaoghtiness or bratalitj, as certain persons have endea- 
voared to circulate, was always (though very strict and sharp 
in (be service) afiable, genteel, and very indulgent, not only 
towards his officers, but likewijse towards the sailors and sol- 
diers, whom he ever treated with humanity. As 1 was a 
witness to the before-mentioned quarrel, I must in conscience 
Goofess that M. Landais gave, at the time, great cause for it, 
by the arrogant manner which he assumed towards his com- 
maoder in answer to the peaceable, good, and fair reasons 
to which he would never yield ; so far to the contrajnr, that 
he (M. Landais) answerea the conmiodore (Lieut, dtmmil* 
lard and myself both being present) in the most gross and 
insalting terms — at first in English, which he immediately 
rendered in French, that M. Chamillard might not he igno- 
rant of any thing that passed. The whole of the aforesaid 
Siarrel happened in the round-house of the Bon honmie 
ichard, the 23d and 25th of August, in the above men- 
tioned year. I conclude bv saying, that M. Landais accom- 
panied or affirmed his ofienslve and veiy scandalous discourse 
by die most provoking gestures. 
Philadelphia, November 28th, 1781. 

Lieut. Col. Weibert, 
Of the corps of American Engineers* 



^ on board the Alliance on the 23d of September, 
1 779, and stationed on the quarter-deck in the time of the 
action with flie Serapis and Countess iy( Scarborough, do 
certify, fbat I saw the Countess of Scarborou^ rake the 
Bon faomme Richard, but cannot say whether she raked her 

more than once. 

John Spencer.* 

October 30, 1779* 

* He said he was a lieutenant colonel in the senrioe of the itaf e of 
South-Carolina. 

The Boa boniBift Biehard and Bemms had been from the hmapbof^ 
«nd BtiU were clo0et7 ei«aged» broadside to broadside. The ABiance 
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beinff just within Iods oannaii-^hot to wndwud of U|t Cm|»iMi«f 
S^iiMwifl^cmiiaouily bare pfevoatod that ikqp'f nkui| in Md 
iKeiternof tlitB«nliQiBiiielliebaiiL The PaUu ww at tlw ti»o lo 
windward i^ tin AlUaaoa, of eooiia out of gim-flhat o# tko OMlQr* 
Bttt Capt Ckifttiiiaaii, of tlio Fdlaa, taro doWBtOad kanoir q>okc» 
tho AUianoe at Iib panod that fricate, ho ot^ptnd, and aflor a oBui- 
derable actioo took the ConntoM of Bcarboro^pL 

On the 9th of May, 1 777, CaDtam John Paul Jones was 
directed to proceed to France, (hj the Marine Committee,) 
and to obey the orders of the Secret Committee. Bein^ 
arrived in Europe, it was the intention of Congress ^^ that 
he should be invested with the command of a fine fast satt- 
ing frigate, or larger ship*^^ In pursuance of this plan, ttie 
Secret Committee of Congress wrote to the HonoraUe Ben- 
jamin Franklin, Silas Deane, and Arthur Lee, Esq'rs. Com- 
missioners, &c. at Paris, as follows : — 

Philadelphia, May 9(i, 1777. 
Honorable Gentlemen, 
• This letter is intended to be delivered to yon by John 
Paul Jones, Esq. an active and brave commander in oar 
uayy, who has already performed signal services in vessels 
of uttle force ; and, in reward for his zeal, we have direcl- 
cd him, &c. Yoii will assign him some good house 
or agent to supply him with every thing neoessary to get tibe 
ship speedily and well equipped and manned : somebody 
that will bestir themselves vigorously in the business^ and 
never quit it until it is accomplished. You see by this step 
how much dependance Congress place in your advices, and 
you must make it a point not to disappoint Oapt. Paul Jones's 
wishes and our expectations on this occasion. 
We are, Honorable Gentlemen, 

Your obedient, humble servants, 

RoBBBT Morris, 
Richard H. Lee, 
William Whipple, 
Philip Livinostok. 

The ship in question was the Indien, then on the stocks Ht 
Amsterdam, belonging to the United States ; but this having 
been discovered to the British minister by some of Mr. Ar« 
thur Lee's papers, of which they had got possession just 
before Com. Paul Jones arrived at Paris, and tbe trea^ of 
alliance being on the point to be concluded, he consented 
to their assigning over the property of that ship to the King: 
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of -France* Among the political reasons which operated 
this arrangement Was the great opposition made to the equip- *3. 

ment o€ the Indien, bj me British ambassador in Holland. 
The command of the Indieo was, however, reserved for 
Capt. Jones, till (subsequent to his campaign of 1779) be 
bad ma^le an arrangement of a plan with me Count de Man- 
rpipas, which promised much greater importance to ihe com- 
laon cause* After this His Majesty lent the us^ of the In- 
dienjto the Prince de Luxembourg for three years, and the 
Prince chartered her, for the term prescribed, to Mn Gillon, 
of South-Carolina, under the commission of that state. — 
This was the ship that Mr. Gillon came in to Philadelphia, 
under the name of the Souih^Caroltna* 

Extract of a letter from Captain J. P. Jones to the Honor- 
able John Adams,* dated L^Orient, May istlv 1779. 

Yoa will confer a singular obligation on me, by favoring 
me Willi jour opinion and advice respecting the unhappy 
misunderstanding, which I am told prevails on board mc 
Alliance* I ask your advice, because, though I am deter- 
mined to preserve order and discipline where I command, 
jet I wish to reprove with moderation, and never punish 
wtate fliere remains a good alternative* It appear^ that 
Hiete is- a fault at least in one of the parties, and I wish much 
to know where tiie fault lies ; for without harmony and gene- 
ral eood will among the officers, I cannot proceed with a 
good prospect* * 

In rebtion to Captain Landais, Dr. Franklin^s opinion 
was decidedlv against him. He communicated to that offi- 
cer himself his objectiona to him, and, in the most une- 
quivocal terms refused to him the command of a ship of 
war, giving his reasons. 

His Excellency Benjavin Fraklin to Captain Landais, 

dated Passy, March 12th, 1780. 

No one has ever learned the opinion I formed of you from 
the inquiry made into your conduct* I kept it entirely to 
iirfBelf--I have not even hinted it in my lett^ns to America, 
because 1 would not hazard giving to any one a bias to your 

* The Hoiionbl« Mr. jldamsWM then, and had bBM fiw toBM ti^ 
faoai^ the Allianoe. 
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prejudice. Bjr communicatiiig a part ofiheU opinion )m« 
vately to you, I can do no hann, for you may mim it. I 
"should not give you tibe pain of reading it, if your demand 
did not ma^e it necessary^! I think yon t}»en bo impnident, 
BO litigious, and quarrelsome a man, even widi your beat 
friends, that peace and good order, and consequentiy die 
quiet and regular subordination so necessary to success, are, 
where you preside, impossible ; these are Witiiin my obser* 
vation and apprehension :>— your military operattons I leave 
to more capable judges. If, therefore, I bad twenhr ships 
of war in my disposition, I should not give one of tnem to 
Captain Landais. The same temper which excluded him 
from the French marine would weigh equally with me ; of 
course I shall not replace him in the AUiance. I am, &c« 

B« Franklin. 

l%e subjoined correspondence will illustrate the friendly 
disposition of Holland towards the United States, the diffi- 
culties which the states of that RepubUc experienced in the 
manifestation of it, so «« to avoid an open rupture with 
Great Britain ; the influeneo of Commodore Jones at the 
Hague ; the exclusively American feelines by which he was 
governed ; the high estimation in wHch he was held by Dr. 
Franklin, by some of die principal men in Europe, and by 
all the Americans of note within the sphere of hn acqaaint- 
ance. His patriotism and philanthropy cannot be ques- 
tioned, when it is observed with what anxiety be sought lor 
tiie liberation of the American prisoners in England, regard- 
ing his successes chiefly as the means of procuring their 
exchange. Although not insensible to pleasure, £s vrms 
never negligent of business, was eminently discreet, and al- 
ways at the post which duty required* 

On board the ship of war Serapia, at anchor in the 
road of the Texel, October 6th, 1 779. 

His Excellency th> Duke Db la Vauguton, Ambassador 

of France, at the Hague* 
Mt Loan, 
I am but this moment arrived here, otherwise I should 
have sent you a more early account of my late expedi- 
tion. I now enclose herewith a copy of the account 
which I have forwarded by express to ms Excellency tfie 
Minister of the Marine at Court. Ab we have on boara tfie 
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^different veBsels here, I believe (for I have not yet been 
able to procure an exact return,) three hundred and fifty 
prisoners, and of that number I suppose an hundred and 
thirty wounded, I would esteem it a particular hvor to have 
your opinion on the measures that are most expedient to be 
adopted in that respect* Whether it would be proper to 
'Bet them at liberty here, iipon such security as may be ob- 
tained, that the English government will immediately expe- 
dite an equal ndmber of Amencans to France ? Unless slich 
security as may be fully depended upon can be obtained, I 
think these prisoners must be sent immediately for Dunkirk* 
We are now preparii^ the Countess of Scarborough and 
the Vengeance to transport them to France^ in case it 
should be necessary. The Countess of Scarborough not 
being fit for war, can remain in France, while the Ven- 
geance brings back all our people, and as many more as 
xan be obtained to replace the great number that I have lost 
out of the crew of tl^ Bon homme Richard, in killed and 
wounded, not less I suppose than one hundred and fi%men. 

I have had the honor to receive by the hand of our agent 
Mr* Dumas, such orders from his Excellency Dr« Franklin, as 
it will be impossible for me to folfil, uniess i meet with 
great and immediate assistance to enable me to depart be- 
K>re the end of this. month. The Sempis must be entirely 
new masted and rigged ; nothing being left above deck that 
is capable of sustaining a passage of any tengdi in the ap- 
proaching season. She wants also sails, rigging, boats, and 
provision. The hull, though considerably damaged, may 
easily be repaired. 

As soon as I have made some necessary arrangements 
here, I mean to do myself the honor of paying your Excel- 
lency my personal respects, and to receive your orders at 
the Hague. In the mean-time I beseech you to &Tor me 
with a line respecting my wounded, whether of France or 
America, as well as respecting the prisoners of war, and 
the treatment that they ought to receive in point of provi- 
sion and otherwise. 

I have the honor to be with profound respect, &c. 

Amsterdam, Oct. iUh, 1779. 
His Excellency Benjamin Franklin. 
I had the honor to write your Excellency a line from the 
Hague on die 8tb. His Excellency the French ambassa- 
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dor and the agent, have no doubt marked the utuation of 
afiain with respect to the squadron as concerned with thia 
govomoient and with the enemy. I am doing every thing 
in my power towards fiilfilUng the advice which I have re> 
ceived firom his Excellency ; and as I am infonned that Cap- 
tain Cunningham is threatened with unfisdr play by the Bn- 
tash government, I am determined to keep in my hands the 
captuB of ttieSerapis as an hostage for Cunnin^am^s re^ 
lease as a prisoner of war. With respect to the other 

SrboneiB now in my hands, if the Engli^ ambassador, Sir 
oseph Yorke, will give us security, in his public character, 
that an equal number and denomination of Americans shall 
ke sent immediately to France, I beliave it will be good poli- 
cy to set them at hberty here ; and I shall endeavor m^- 
rectly to inform myself immediately how that matter can 
be managed. Landais is come up here, and purposes after 
gadding about in this city, to figure away at the Hague. He 
continues to afiect an entire independence of my control, 
and has given in here an extraordinary demand for supplies 
of every kind* This famous demand, however, I have ven- 
tured to disapprove, and reduced to, I believe, a fourth psurt 
of its fiirst extent. I hope to account to your satisfaction 
tot my reasons*— among which is his having been so plenti- 
fiiUy and so lately furnished. I wish heartily that poor 
Cunningham, (whom I am taught to regard as a continental 
officer,) was exchanged ; as with his assistance I could 
form a court martial, which I believe you will see unavoi- 
dable. I go down to the Texel to night, and will from 
thence forward the return of killed and wounded with the 
prisoners. 1 diink the prisoners will not fall much short of 
tour hundred ^ and I hope my loss in killed and wounded 
will be less dian I at first imagined. I believe, also, that the 
enemy^s loss will considerably exceed ours. I am ever, with 
sentiments of the highest esteem and respect, &c. 

Zwol, October ISthy 1779. 
The Hon. Paul Jones, 
Having the honor to be an old and tried friend of America, 
I hope you will pardon, on that account, the liberty I take 
to address you these lines. 

It was with unspeakable satisfaction I received the tidings 
of the many successes during your expedition on the coasts 
<^ Britain ; but particularly was I struck with admiratioQ 
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by your late engagement with the Serapis, of which M. De 
Neafrille haa given me some incomplete account. Do not 
therefore wonder, Sir, that I long to hear directly from your- 
self an authentic and circumstanced one, containing all the 
particulars relating to a sea fight, rather to be found in the 
i)ooks of the former century &an in our present age^ on tlie 
ocean. What emboldens me moreover to ask you the fa- 
vor of such an account, is that 1 have the mortification to 
see a despicable party spirit endeavouring to deprive yoa 
of a praise, which even your antagonist, die commander of 
the Serapis, if he be as just as he seems valorous, will not 
deny you. As I am very desirous to do you justice where 
ever occasion shall offer itself, you will, by supplying me 
the Accessary means, and sending your answer to M. De 
Neufville, very much oblige. 

Sir, your most humble and obedient servant, 

J. D. Vandek Capellek. 
Address to the Baron Vander Capellen, Member of the 
House of Nobles of the Province of Oveiyssel. 

Passy^ October 15/A, 1779. 
Dbae Sir, 

I received the account of your cruiEe and engagement 
with the Serapis, which you did me the honor to send me 
from the Texel. I have since received your favor of the 
8th, from Amsterdam. For some days after the arrival of 
your express, scarce any thing was talked of at Paris and 
Versailles, but your cool conduct, and persevering bravery 
during that terrible conflict. You may believe that the im- 
pression on my mind was not less strong than that of others^ 
but I do not choose to say in a letter to yourself, all I think 
on such an occasion. 

The ministry are much dissatisfied with Captain Landais, 
and M. de Sartine has signified to me in writine that it is 
expected I should send for him to Paris, and call him to ac- 
count for his conduct, particularly for deferring sa long the 
coming to your assistance, by which meansy it is sopposedi 
the States lost more of their valuable citizens, and the King 
lost many of his subjects, volnnteers tnyour ship, together 
with the ship itself. 

1 bave accordii^y written to him this day, acqaainting 
Mba diat he is changed with disobedience of orders in Hbe 
cmisse, and n^ect of his duty in the engagement; that a 
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court martial being at tiiia time incoavenient, if Dot 

Jiracticable, I would give him an earlier opportunity of of- 
erii^ . wbat he has to say in his justification, and for that 
purpose direct him to render himself immediately here^ 
bringing with him such papers or testimonies as he may think 
useful in his defence* I know not whether he will obey my 
orders, nor what the ministry will do with him if he comes, 
but I suspect that they may by some of their concise opera- 
tions save the trouble of a court martial. It will be well 
however for you to furnish me with what you may judge 
proper to support the charges against him, that I may be 
able to give a just and clear account of the affair to Con* 
gpess. 

In the mean-time it will be necessary^ if he should refuse 
to come, that you should put him under an arrest, and in that 
case, as well as if he comes, that you should either appoint 
some person to command his ship, or take it upon younelf ; 
for I know of no person to recommend to you as fit for that 
station. 

I am uneasy about your prisoners, I wish they were safe 
in France. You will then nave completed the glorious vort 
of giving liberty to all the Americans that have so long Asn- 
gtdahedfor it m the British prisons: for there are not so 
many there, as you have now taken* 

I have the pleasure to inform you that the two prizes sent 
to Norway, are safely arrived at Bergen. 

* With the highest esteem, I am, &c. 

B. Frakkliv. 

P. S. I am sorry for your misunderstanding with M. de C, 
who has a great regard for youi 

Pallas J Tliesday evening , October Idthj 1779. 

Captain Jones, Serapis, 

Captain Pearson presents his compliments to Captain 

Jones, and is sorry to find himself so little attended to in 

his present situation, as not to have been favored with 

either a Call or a line from Captain Jones since his return 

from Amsterdam. Captain P is sorry to say that he 

cannot look upon such behaviour in any other li^t than as a 
breach of that Ctvi/tVv, which his Rank, as well as behaviour 
on all occasions entitles to, he at the same time wishes to be 
informed by Captain Jones whether any St^s has been 
taken towards the enlargement or exchange of him, his 
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officers, and people, or what is intended to be done 
them. As he cannot help thinking it a venr unprecedented 
circumstance their being ketped here as prisoners on board 
of ship, being so long in a neutral port. 

Serapisj Wtdncsdai/ j, October 20th, m^* 

Captain Pearson. 
Sib, 

As you have not been prevented from corresponding with 
yoor friends, and particularly with the English ambassador at 
the Hague, I could not suppose you to be unacquainted with 
his memorial, of the 8th, to ttie States General, and' there- 
fore I thought it fruitless to pursue the negotiation for the 
exchange of the prisoners of war, now in our hands. 

I wished to avoid any painful altercation with you on that 
subject ; — ^I was perstfiaded that you had been in the hiebest 
degree sensible, that my behaviour ^^ towards you had oeen 
/ar from a breach of ci vility .^^ This charge is not, Sir, a civil 
return for the polite hospitality and disinterested attentions 
which you have hitherto experienced. 

I know not what difference of respect is due to ^^ Rank,^' 
between your service and ours ; I suppose, however, the 
difference must be thought very great in England, since I 
am informed that Captain Cunningham, of equal denomi- 
nation, and who bears a senior raok in the service of Ame- 
rica, than yours in the service of England, is now confined 
at Plymouth in a dungeon, and in fetters* 

Humanity, which has hitherto superseded the plea of re- 
taliation in American breasts, has induced me, (notwith- 
standing the procedure of Sir Joseph Yorke,) to seek after 
permission to land the dangerously wounded, as well pri- 
soners as Americans ; to be supported and cured at the ok-; 
pense of our Continent. The permission of the government 
has been obtained, but the magistrates continue to make ob- 
jections. I shall not discontinue my apphcation. I am 
ready to adopt any means that you may propose for their 
preservation and recovery, and in the mean-time we shall 
continue to treat them with the utmost care and attention, 
equally, as you know, to the treatment of our people of the 
same rank. , 

As it is possible that you have not yet seen the meporial 
of your ambassador to the States General, I enclose a paper 
which contains^ a copy, — ^and I believe he has since written 
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what, in Uie opinion of good men, will do still lees honor to 
hn pen. 

I cannot conclude, without informing you that unlees Cap- 
tain Cunningham, is immediately better treated in England, 
I expect orders in coDEcquencc, from His EscellcDcy Dr. 
Franklin, therefore, I beseech you, Sir, to interfere. 
1 am, Sir, &c. 

On board the Strapis, at the Teiet, } . 
October nth, mo. I 

M. Le Rat de Chaumont> 
I owed you my dear friend an earlier reply to your mucli 
esteemed favor of the 1 1th, from Passy. Although I un 
sensible that I have not yet merited the many comptiments 
and generous praises that you have there bcstowea on my 

Sast couduct, yet 1 Ehould be vety unworthy indeed, if I 
id not return you my most grateful and sincere thanks. 
, There is a warmth of expression in your complimeDlEwbicb 
aSbrds me the truest pleasure, as a proof that I still enjov a 
share of your affection ; and although Captain Landats o$e 
lately told me at Amsterdam that you proposed to hira tft 
diiplacR me from the 60S homme Richard, yet I believe 
the assertion false, and calculated to serve a base and selfish 
purpose. I pity and despise his narrow andjcalous roind, 
that could form an idea of my character so far bencatli rt, ai 
to suppose that I sought to supplant him in the command of 
the Alliance. It must be his punishment to be informed, as 
he will by his Escellency Dr. Franklin, that I have always 
written in bis favor, — and you well know that I took ever)" 
possible pains to establish him iu that command, and to gain 
back to him the confidence of his people, which when he- 
first came to serve under my orders he had entirely lost. I 
can now tell besides, that although my oflicen< in the Bod 
homme Richard were the only persons blamed for the da- 
mage sustained when the two ships ran foul of each other, 
yet Captain Landais could, and should have prevented that 
accident. He was on deck, and it was his duty to make 
way forhis senior officer and commander, instead of running 
below, as 1 am assured he did, with trepidation to load his 
pistols ! — On our late expedition he led off to chase a ship, 
thought to be an English East-lndiaman, without my orders, 
•"■"i"" ''rst bore away several times, while he could casily 
itakeo her. And to his fears and remonstrances on 
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the coast of Ireland, is owing the escape of the eight East* 
India ships that arrived at Limerick, three days after I 
had gratified him by leaving sight of the entrance of that 
harbor. 

His^separation from the squadron afterward, is owing, as 
the officers of the Alliance inform me, to his altering the 
course both times in the night. Captain Landais has told 
me at Amsterdam that he saw the Countess of Scarborough 
rake the Bon homme Richard, early in the engagement. He 
ought to be ashamed to confess that he lay to- windward, and 
permitted this ! It is certain that the Bonne homme Rich- 
ard then was raked by a full broadside, besides sustaining 
the whole fire of the Serapis. 

Many people are of opinion that Captain Landais also 
about that time raked the Bon homme Richard : — ^however 
^hat was, I verily believe that in firing the two last broad- 
sides upon the Bon homme Richard, he did not wish all the 
shotfo miss Captain Jones, and also that the worst shot 
which the Bon homme Richard received under water camo 
from the Alliance. He has since our arrival here, told Col. do 
"Weibert and others of my officers, that ' he was in no haste 
to come to our assistance, because there would have been 
no harm if we had been taken, to give him an opportunity 
of retaking the Bon homme Richard.'' None but a fool, a 
mad-man, or a villain would have raked at that distance, 
while a friend and an enemy were madq fast along side of 
each other. If he had wished to act-^the part of an officer 
or a man he would have come to my assistance long before 
the two ships were in a situation that to. rake the one at the 
range of grape shot, he must necessarily rake the other. 

But why should I dwell on a subject which can afford 
neither you nor me pleasure. I am now convinced thtt I 
now enjoy your friendship and affectionate wishes ; therefore 
I beseech you to pardon the freedom of my letters, that I 
forwarded by M . de Chamillard ; which though a proof of 
the honest pride which will ever attend an independent and 
disinterested spirit, is also I hope a proof that my mind is 
/ar above the little arts of falsehood and double dealing. 

It shall be my pride to acknowledge every where how 
much I owe to the attentions of France, and to the personal' 
friendship of M. de Chaumont, for furnishing me with the 
means of giving liberty to all the American pnsoners now in 
Europe : — for that is' the greatest triumph which 9r gan^ 
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man can boast, and is therefore a thousand times more flat* 
tering to me than yictory* 

I ardentlj wish for future opportunities to render real 
services to our common cause ; which is the only way I can 
hope to prove my gratitude to France, to America, and to 
my much loved friend M* de Chaumont, and his amiable 
family, with whom I sincerely desire to live henceforth in 
the fullest confidence and afiection. In the fullness of my 
heart, I am with the highest respect, my dear Chaumont, 
your truly obliged friend, &c. - 

New- York, December, 1824. I certify that the original of 
the preceding letter, was duly received by my father, 

Le Rat de Chaumont. 

The determinations of the French Court, which appear to 
have been too tardy for Jones's ardent wish for active em- 
ployment at this period of his history, seem to have occa- 
sioned him some uneasiness. He had, moreover, as every 
celebrated man will have, rivals and enemies, who felt re- 
buked beneath his superior genius, instilled suspicions into 
the minds of the French ministry, and contested his claim 
to an independent command, where the cost of a cruize or 
expedition was to be defrayed by the treasury of France^ 
Jones did not conceal his sensations. He refused to accept 
of any other commission than one from the Congress, or to 
fig^t under any other flag than that of the United States. He 
expressed his sentiments freely, and be^n to think of re* 
turning to America. The Duke de la Vauguyon was ap- 
prised of the Commodore's dissatisfaction and wrote to him 
a soothing letter, of which the following is a correct traoa- 
lation: 

Hague J December 21 si, 1779. 
Commodore Jones, in the road of the Texel. 
I have received, my dear Commodore, the letter which 
you have addressed to me. I perceive with paiq, that yoa 
do not view your situation in the right light ; and I can as- 
sure you that the ministers of the king have no intention to 
cause you the least disagreeable feeUngs, as the honorable 
testimonials of the esteem of His Majesty which 1 send you, 
ou^t to convince you. I hope you will not doubt the sin<- 
cere desire with which you have inspired me, to procure 
you every satisfaction you may merit. It cannot fail to be 
precious to you, and to incite you to give new proofs of your 
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zeal for the common cause of France and America. I flat« 
ter myself to renew before long the occasion, and to pro- 
care you the means to increase still more, the ^lorj you 
hare already acquired ; I am already occupied with all the 
interest I promised you, and if my views are realized, as I 
have every reason to believe, you will be at all events per-- 
fectly contend but I must pray you not to hinder my pro- 
ject, in delivering yourself to the expression of that bitter 
grief to which you appear to have given way, and which has 
no real foundation. You appear to possess full confidence 
in the justice and kindness of the king, rely also on the 
same sentiments on the part of the ministry ; my friendship 
for you, my dear Commodore, requires that neither your 
conduct nor conversation announce the least doubt in this 
respect* Le Dug de la Vauguvon* 

To this letter Commodore Jones thus answered : 

Alliance J Texd, December 25thj 1779,^ 

The Duke de Vauouyon. 
My Lord, 

I have not an heart of stone, but am duly sensible of th^ 
obligations conferred on me by the very kind and affection- 
ate Tetter that you have done me the honor to write me 
the 21st current* 

Were I to form my opinion pf the ministry from the treat- 
ment that I experienced while at Brest, or from their want of 
confidence in me afterward, exclusive of what has taken 
place since I had the misfortune to enter this port, I will ap- 
peal to your Excellency as a man of candor and ingenuousness, 
whether I ought tp desire to prolong a connexion that has 
made me so unhappy, and wherein I have given so very little 
satisfaction? M. le Chev. de Lironcourt has lately made 
me reproaches on account of the expense, that be says 
France has been at, to give me reptUation, in preference to 
twenty captains of ihe royal navy, better qualified than my- 
self, and who, each of them, solicited for me command tbiat 
was lately given to me ! This I confess Is quite new and in- 
deed surprising to me, and had I known it before 1 left 
France, 1 certainly should have resigned in fa.vor of the 
twenty men of superior merit. I do not, however, think, 
that his first assertion is true ; for the ministry must be un- 
worthy of their places, were they capable of squandering 
the public money, merely to givB an individual reputation ! 
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and as to the second, I fancy the court will not diank him j 

for having given iqe Uiat information, whether true or false. ^ 

I may add here, that with a force so ill composed, and widi 

!)owers 80 limited, I ran ten chances of ruin and dishonor, 
or one of saining reputation ; and had not the plea of hu- 
manity in ravor of the unfortunate American^ in Endidi 
dungeons superseded all considerations of self, I faithiuily 
assure you, my lord, that 1 would not have proceeded under 
such circumstances from Groaix. 1 do not imhibe hasty 
prejudices against any individual, but when many and re- 
peated circumstances, conspiring in one point, has inspired 
me with disesteem towards any person, I must see very con- 
vincing proofs of reformation m such person, before my 
heart can beat again with aflfection in his favor. For the 
mind is free, and can be bound only by kind treatment. 

You do me great honor as well as justice, m^ lord, by 
observing that no satisfaction can be more precious to me 
than that of giving new proofs of my zeal for the common 
cause of France and America ; and the interest that you take 
to facilitate the means of my giving such proofs by essential ' 

services, claims my best thanks. I hope I shall not throu^ 
any imprudence of mine, render inelilectua] any noble de- 
sign that may be in contemplation for the general good« 
Whenever that object is mentioned, my private concerns are 
out of the question ; and where I cannot speak exactly what 
J could wish with respect to my private satisfaction, I pro* 
mise you in the mean-time to observe a prudent silence. 

With a deep sense of your generous sentiments of per- 
gonal regard towards me, and w[th the most sincere wishes 
to merit that regard by my conduct through life, ^ 

1 am, my lord, &c. 

Commodore Jones had previously written to his fKend 
Mr. Morris, on the 5th of^ December. To him he said, 
" By the within despatches for Congress, I am persuaded 
you will observe with pleasure that my connexion with a 
court is at an end, and that my prospect of returning to 
America approaches. The great seem to wish only to be 
^ concerned with tools, who dare not speak or write truth. I 
am not sorry that my connexion with them is at an end. In 
the course of that connexion I ran ten chances of ruin and 
dishonor for one of reputation ; and all the honors or profit 
that France could bestow should not tempt me again to un- 
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dertakethe same service with an armament equally ill com- 
posed, and with powers equally limited. It afibrds me the 
most exalted pleasure to reflect, that, when I return to Ame- 
rica, I can say that I have served in Europe at my own ex- 
pense, and without the fee or reward of a court* When the 
prisoners we have taken are safely lodged in France, I shall 
have no further business in Europe, as the liberie of ail our 
fellow citizens who now suOTer \A English prisons will then 
be secured; and I shall hope hereafter to be usefully employ- 
ed under the immediate direction of the Congress*'' 

Jones was a man of ardent temperament, felt the value 
of his own talents, and was restless under the least appear- 
ance of indifTeren^e towards him. He did not justly esti- 
mate the obstacles which the French ministry had to remove 
in a^^igning to him the honorable command which he had 
already held. He was a foreigner, and the officers of the 
French navy must have had their prejudices against him* 
Many of them longed for employment as well as Jones, and 
putting in their claims to a preference on account of rank 
and nativit^,*was no doubt the principal cause of that ne- 
glect of which he complained. He, nevertheless, retained 
the esteem of the king, and of the most enlightened of his 
subjects, who felt the benefit, both to America and France, 
of the splendid services of the Commodore. *' 

Commodore Jones at length departed from the Texel, and 
arrived at Corognq,^ about the middle of January ITT^*^^^ 
when he immediately wrote to General Lafayette the foflcR^ 
ing letter. * His skill and hardihood in eluding the vigilance 
of the squadron by which he was blockaded, and in braving 
the dangers of the' British Channel, were conspicuous, and 
tie speaks of his good fortune in his usual strain of manli- 
ness and naval gallantry : — 

Alliance, Corogne^ Jan* 16thj 1780. 

The Hon. Marquis De La Fayette. 

Notwithstanding my hopes of leaving the Texel, imme- 
diately after I had the honor of writing to my noble friend 
on the 30th of November, a letter, of which the within is a 
copy, yet I was detained in that detestable road until the 
27th of December. I made my passage safe through the 
Channel in spite of all their cruising ships and squadrons, 
and had the pleasure of looking at them in the Downs, and of 
passing in sight of the Isle of Wight, &c. I steered this way 
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in hopes of meeting some of their cruisers off Cape Finis* 
terre, but am hitherto disappointed. It being very stormy- 
weather I this evening anchored here, where I mean only to 
scrub the bottom and take a little fresh water, after which, 
I purpose to cruise towards France, and on my arrival at 
L^Orient I shall be happy to hear from you again. 

Since my last to you while I remained at the Texel, I 
was greatly astonished, and indeed mortified at a proposi- 
tion from court, communicated to me by the Due de Vau- 
guyon ; his Excellency afterward on the 21st of December, 
wrote me a most afiectionate letter, a copy with my answer 
is enclosed. I shall make no remark, but leave you, 
my dear Marquis, to judge of my feelings, and how much I 
must have been shocked at the treatment I received from 
the court, particularly in the Texel. I am alwavs with the 
most lively affection and esteem, Yours, &c. 

I remember this letter to me. Lafaystte. 
Washington City, February, 1 825. 

On the S8th of January the Cpmmodore sailed from Co- 
I'Ogne, and after a short cruise, which is explained in the 
annexed letter to Dr. Franklin, he arrived at Groaix on the 
10th of February, when he left the Alliance, and, on account 
of impaired health, went up to L^Orient : — 

^^ , , VOrient, Feb. ISth, 1780. 

His Excellency Benjamin Franklin. 
Hon. and Dear Sir, 

I had thepleasure of writing to your Excellency on my 
arrival at Corogne. Having refreshed my people, and 
shunned a gale of wind in that port 1 sailed again the 28th 
ult. I took a turn to the westward of Cape Finisterre in 
hopes of intercepting some of the enemy's ships, but with- 
out success, and meeting with Mr. Haywood in the Living- 
ston on his return from Virginia, I thought it my duty to 
take him under convoy* On the passage from boston for 
Brest the Alliance was broached too and very near being 
lost. In that situation the sea struck^with such violence 
against the head that the cutwater was wrenched consider- 
ably out of its place. When the ship was hove down here 
it would have been an easy matter to have secured the 
head. I did not however, then know the circumstance, nor 
did my health permit me to attend, and as I understood. 
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Capt Landais only ordered the part of the cutwater that 
projected on one side of the stem to be dubbed off. When 
he parted from me off the west of Ireland and again in the 
North Sea^ the Alliance was steered in the trough of the 
swell so that the ship was greatly fatigued in every part, 
but particularly in the cutwater, which was much loosened. 
At the Texei we did all that was possible in such a road to 
secure the head, but notwithstanding, it became necessaiv 
to lash it with an bauser after we got clear of the channel* 
This was of course an inducement for me to steer sooper 
lor this port than 1 had otherwise proposed, though I had yet 
other reasons. Among these 1 may mention that 1 have 
found it impossible to regain the trim of the ship wittKHit 
altering the arrangement of the ballast, which I understand 
Captain Landais has extended along the ceiling from tfaestttn*- 
post to the stem ; an idea, that 1 believe he may without 
vanity call his own. Besides to my great surprise there if 
not a good sail, nor I may almost say a good rope in the Al- 
liance. Even the cables were in so wretched a condition 
that had it not been for a timely supply of three new ones 
that I ordered from Amsterdam, I should infallibly have lost 
the ship in the severe weather I found at the Texel. In short 
the situation in which I found the Alliance appears to me te 
have been the effect of slothfulness and ignorance. I pro^ 
cured a second anchor at Corogne, and we arrived at 
Groaix on the 10th, where the ship still remains, the wind 
not permitting her to enter the narbor. From my late 
fatigues my health is rather impaired, and being also when 
we anchored almost blind with sore eyes, I the next evening 
came up here at the desire of my friends. I have found 
some benefit from the change of air, otherwise I could not 
now hsLve seen to write. 

As soon as the ship can be brought into Port Louis we 
shall begin to refit witiSout loss of time. The head, in my 
opinion, cannot be secured without heaving down, therefore 
I wish it could be afforded to sheathe the bottom with cop" 
per, as the ship would be doubly serviceable afterward. 

I ordered ftome canvass and cordage from Amsterdam 
"which did not appear before' I left the Texel, nor is yet ar- 
rived here. As I suppose M. de Neufville means to send 
these articles after me, perhaps you will now see fit to con- 
tradict the order, as I am assured they can be had on as 
easy terms here. I wish to know if I am to apply here* as* 
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I do in the meaa-time to Messrs. Gourlade and Moylan : and 
the Serapis being arrived here, I wish she could be made the 
property of America. 

I have the honor to be always with the highest respect* 
and most affectionate esteem, 

Your Excellency^ most obliged, &c. 

At L^Orient die Commodore learned that rumors were 
drcttlated to his disadvantage, that he did not like the French 
nation ; in consequence of which he addressed letters to the 
Marquis de la Fayette and to the Duke de la Vauguyon, 
wherein he explains his principles, and vindicates his cha- 
racter* These letters place Jones in a very amiable light, 
demonstrating that he was not only a valiant captain and a 
person of enlarged views, but one who felt the miseries in- 
cident to war, and was desirous of a durable peace on just 
grounds, as the main object of the contest : 

V Orient^ Fehnmry 18/A, 1780. 

The Hon. General M. le Marquis ^ 
DE La Fatstte,&c. 

I had, dear Marquis, the honor to write you sundry letters 
before I left the Texel : I also wrote you on my arrivaJ at 
Corogne. I arrived at Oroaix the 1 0th, and landed here the 
day after, almost blind with sore eyes, and not otherwise in 
a very good state of health. I am now a little recovered, 
but it is withdifficultv that 1 can yet look on paper; — there- 
fore I should not at this instant have taken up my pen, had 
I not tflis day understood by a friend that my attachment 
and esteem for this nation had been called in question* 

Withdrawn as I am atpresent from the public attention,an€l 
having endeavoured only by my past conduct to prove my zeal 
for the common cause, it is strange that I cannot escape the 
malicious attacks of little minds. If any person who has him- 
self deserved well of his country, can accuse me of ingra- 
titude, let him step forth like a man, and 1 will answer in 
homme d'honneur. M. Wiebert has, I understand, taken 
great pains to promulgate that I do not love France. He 
is not surely among the most worthy part of tlbe nation, jet 
he partook both of my purse and my table, till the moment 
of separation, after I liad provided for him a free passage in 
a ship destined for America, from a situation where he bad 
but httle dai^er to apprehend from the enemy. 
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To come to the point, here follows my political profesaiou^ 
I am a citizen of the world, totally unfettered by the little 
mean distinctions of country or of climate ; which diminish 
or set bounds to the benevolence of the heart* Impelled 
by piiDciples of gratitude and philanthropy, I drew my sword 
at the beginning of the American Revolution, and when 
France so nobly espoused that great cause, no individual felt 
the obligation with truer gratitude than myself. When the 
Court of France soon after invited me to remain for a time 
in Europe, I considered myself as highly honored bv the ap- 

Slication that was made to the American commissioners* 
ince that time I have been at every instant, and I still am 
ready to do my utmost for the good of the common cause 
of France and America. As an American officer, and as a 
man I affectionately love and respect the character and na- 
tion of France, and hope the alliance with America may 
last for ever. I owe the greatest obligation to the generous 
praises of the French nation on my past conduct, and shall 
be happy to merit future favor. 1 greatly love and esteem 
his most Christian Majesty as the great ally of America, the 
beat of kings, and the amiable friend and '^ protector of the 
rights of human nature,'' therefore he has very few of his 
own subjects who would bleed in his present cause, with 
greater freedom than myself, and none who are more disin- 
terested. At the same time I lament the calamities of war, 
and wish above all things for an honorable, happy, and lasting 

Eeace. My fortune is not augmented by me part I have 
itherto acted in the revolution, (although I have had fre- 
quent opportunities of acquiring riches,) and I pledge myself 
to the worthy part of mankind, that my future conduct in 
the war shall not forfeit their good opinion. I am ever with 
great and sincere affection, happy in your friendship, &c. 
I remember such a letter being received. 

Washington City, February 1825. La Fatettiu 

. 

D Orient, February 18/A, 1780. 
His Excellency M. le dug De Vauouyon. 

Mv Lord, 
I had the honor of writing to your Excellency, a day or 
two before I left the Texel, in answer to your very kind let- 
ter on the subject of my discontent. I sent my letter to the 
Helder by my pilot, to the care of M. le Chevalier de Li- 
rencourt, and I hope it came safe to your hands. I have 
been here since the 10th bf this month, but being almost 
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blind with sore eyes,! could not sooner look on paper, other- 
wise I should not have failed to repeat how much I feel the 
obligation conferred on me by your attentions while I re- 
DQained in Holland. 

There are, my Lord; some of my secret enemies, base 
enough to insinuate that I do not love the nation of France ; 
but be assured that though 1 felt myself hurt by some mea- 
sures that were adopted towards me, and for which I can- 
not yet see any good reason, yet I have never written, spoken, 
or even diought disrespectfully of the nation. On the con- 
trary 1 owe the greatest obligation to France for the gene- 
rous friendship of the nation towards America, and for the 
senerous praises bestowed on my late conduct, which I 
dnould be very happy to merit, by future services in the 
common cause. Above all as an individual I am deeply 
sensible of the great honor conferred on me bv the persoaal 
esteem and approbation of the best of kings. I shall throu^ 
life be happy m every circumstance where I can manifest 
how much I wish to merit his Majesty's good opinion ; and 
when I thank you in particular, my lord, for the afiectionate 
manner in which you communicated to me his Majesty^s 
sentiments in my favor, I speak not words without meaning, 
but my heart overflows with gratitude, and will ever be am- 
bitious to merit your friendship. 

I am with an artless sincerity, my lord, &c. 

By a preceding letter from Commodore Jones, it will have 
been observed that the Alliance required many repairs. — 
Dr. Franklin had expected tlmt these would have been made 
without loss of time, and wrote to Jones accordingly, f n 
the following letters the cause of the delay will be shewn, 
and that no blame could be properly ascribed to the Com- 
modore : 

Passy^ Fchrmry I9/A, 1780. 

Honorable Capt« Jones. 
Dear Sir, 

I received yours from Corogne of the 16th past, and from 
L^Orient of the 13th inst. I rejoice that you are safely ar- 
rived in France, malgre all the pains taken to intercept yoa. 

As to refitting your ship at the expense of this court, I 
must acquaint you that there is not the least probability of 
obtaining it, and therefore I cannot ask it. I hear too much 
Already of the extraordinary expense you Qiade in Hollanci 



to think of proposing an addition to it, especially as you 
seem to impute the damage she has sustained more to Capt. 
Landais' negligence than to accidents of the cruise. The 
whole expense will therefore fall upon me, and I am ill pro- 
vided lb Dear it, having so many unexpected calls upon me 
from aU quarters. 1 therefore heg you would have mercy 
on me, put me to as little charge as possible, and take no- 
thing that you can possibly do without. As to sheathing • 

with copper, it is totally out of the question. 1 am not au- 4 

thorized to do it, if I had money ; and I have not money 
for it, if I had orders. The purchase of the Serapis is in 

the same predicament. 1 believe the sending canvass and / 

cordage irom Amsterdam has already been forbidden; if f 

not, 1 shall forbid it. 1 approve of your applying to Messrs* 
Gourlade and Moylan for what repairs you want, having an 
exceeding good opinion of those gentlemen ; but let me re- 
peat it, for God's sake be sparing, unless you mean to make 
me a bankrupt, or have your drafts dishonored, for want of 

money in my hands to pay them. ^ 

We are likely to obtain 15,000 stand of good arms from ' 

the government. They are much wanted in America. M. 
de la Fayette has just now proposed that you should take . 
them as ballast. You know best if this is practicable. 

Mr. Ross acquaints me that he has 120 bales of public 
cloth (6t our army, and wish^ it may likewise go in the 
AlUflknce. Can this be done ? It is undoubtedly an article 
of great necessity ; but I have mentioned to him, the room 
required in a ship of war for the men, their provisions, wa- 
ter, &c., and the difficulty thence of finding place for goods. 
You wiH judge of this likewise. 

Mr. Ross also requests to be permitted to take his pas- 
sage with you. As he has been a servant of the States in 
making their purchases in Europe, it seems to me that it 
would be wtong to refuse him. There is also a particular 
friend of mine, Mr. Samuel Wharton, of Philadelphia, who 

desires to go with you. These gentlemen will doubtless lay . . 

in their own stores, and pay as customary for their accom- ^ * 

modations ; and I am persuaded you will find them agreea- 
ble company. 

Mr. Lee and Mr. Izard propose alBo to take their passa- ^; 

ges in your ship, whom I hope you can likewise accommo- ^ "^ 

date. Pray write me immediately your sentiments on these -r * 

particulars, and let me know at the same time when you ^' 

tbink you cai{ be ready, that I may forward my despatches^ C 
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1 am glad to hear that your indisposition is wearing oflf. 
I hope your health will soon be re-established, being, with 
sincere esteem, Dear Sir, 

Your most obedient and most humble servant, 

B. Frahkliv. 

' DOrient, February 25th, 1780. 

His Excellency Benjamiit Franklin. 

I am honored with your Excellency's letter of the 19tfa. 
I feel your reasons for urging frugality, and as I have not 
hitherto been among the most extravagant servants of Ame- 
rica, so you may depend on it my regard for you will make 
me particularly nice in my present situation. It will give 
me very great pleasure to be able to carry to America the 
supplies of arms and clothing you mention, and I hope to be 
able to cram a great part, if not the whole, into the Alliance. 
Should any remain, I hope Capt. Bell will be able to take 
them on board the Luzern, and it is likely that he will sail 
with the Alliance. I will pay the most cheerful regard to 
the accommodation of the four gentlemen that you mention 
as passengers. I hope they will agree together, and I shall 
be happy in shewing them attentions. I am in the greatest 
want of a lieutenant. 

With the most affectionate respect and esteem, 

I am your Excellency's veiy obliged, humble servant. 

Passi/y June Ist, 1780. 
The Honorable Commodore Jones, Commander of the ) 
Alliance frigate, in the service of the United States. > 

Sir, 
I have received a letter from the Board of Admiralty, 
containing their orders for the return of the Alliance, a cop^ 
of which IS annexed for your government ; and I hereby oi* 
rect that you carry the same into execution with all possible 
expedition. 

With great regard, I am. Sir, 

Your most obedient and most humble servant, 

B. Franklin. 

Board of Admiralty y \ 

Philadelphia, March 28/X, 1 780. > 
Jfiis Excellency Benjamin Franklin. 

Sir, 
By the annexed list you will perceive the present dispo* 
sition of thft continental navy in North America. The de- 
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tachment of four ships to guard the harbor of Charlestown 
has subjected our coasts to the depredations of the enemy's 
anned vessels from New- York, who of late* have frequent)jr 
appeared in our bays and made many capture. 

For these reasons the Board think it will be necessary 
fliat the frigate Alliance should be forthwith ordered to pro- 
ceed for this port, and should any supplies for our navy be 
ready in France, a part may be sent in the Alliance, and the 
residue in other arkned vessels under her convoy. 
I have the honor to be, 

Your Excellency's most obedient servant, 
By order. Fra. Lewis. 

P. S. The Board would be highly obliged to your Excel- 
lency to send them a set of drafts of the new shij>s in the 
royal navy of France, for the use of our master builders. 

In writing to the President of Congress, on the 4tb of 
March, 1780, Dr. Franklin informs Mr. Huntington that the 
Commodore was to return to America in the Alliance, and 
elucidates the course that had been taken with respect to 
the exchange of prisoners captured by Jones : 

Passy^ March Ath, 1780. 

Sahubl HuNTiffOTOur, Esq. President of Congress. 
Sir, 

In my last I gave some account of the success of our little 
squadron under Commodore Jones. Three of their prizes 
sent into Bei^n, in Norway^ were, at the instance of the 
British minister, seized by order of tiie Court of Denmaric, 
and delivered up to him. I have, with the approbation of 
tfie ministry here, drawn up and sent to that court a memo- 
rial reclaiming the prizes. In the absence of Capt. Landais 
from the Alliance, Commodore Jones took command of her, 
and on quitting the Texel made a cruise through the chan- 
nel to Spain, and is since returned to L'Orient, idiere the 
ship is now refitting, in order to return to America. Capt. 
Landais had not applied to me to be replaced in her, and I 
imagine has no thou^t of that kind, having before, on seve- 
ral occasions, expressed to me and others his dissatisfaction 
with his officers, and his inclination on that account to quit 
her. Capt. Jones will, therefore, carry her home, unless 
he should be prevailed with to enter another service, which, 
however, I think is not likely; though he has gained inw 
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mense reputation all over Europe for his bravery. When 
the squadron of Commodore Jones arrived in the Tesel 
vith 500 English prisoners, I proposed erchanang there, 
but this was c^clined, in expectation, as- 1 heard from Eng- 
land, of retaking them on their waj to France. The ataj 
of our ships in Holland, throligh the favor of the States, be- 

^ ing proloi^ed, arfd the squadrons being stationed to intercept 

us, being tired of cruising for us, the British ministry conaent- 
ed at length to a cartel with France, and brought French- 
men to Holland to exchange for these prisoners, instead of 
Americans. These proceedings have occasioned our poor 
people to be kept longer in confinement ; but the minister 
of marine having given orders that I shall have as mstny 
English, another cartel charged with Americans, is now 
daily expected, and I hope in a few months to see them all 

« at lioerty. I have the honor to be, &c. 

B. Franklin. 

t 

On his visit to Paris the Commodore seems to have en- 
joyed the esteem of the French sovereign in a higher de- 
gree than ever. He was received with the utmost distinc- 
tioi) at court, and the following letter from M. de Sartine to 
the President of Congress, testifies that the king voluntarily 
presented' him with a superb sword« and proj;u)sed to Con- 
gress to decorate him with the order of Militaxy Merit ; a 
proposition which that body assented to : 

From M. De Sartine, to Mr. Hunti^tgton, President of 
the Congress of the United States. 

VersaUUs, May SOih, 1780. 
^ Commodore Paul Jones, after having shewn to aU Eu- 

rope, and particularly to the enemies of Fmnce and the 
United States* the most unquestionable proofs of his valor 
and talents, is about retutning to Amenca to give an ac- 
count to Congress of the success of his military operatioDs. 
I am convinced, Sir, that the reputation he has so justly ao> 
quired will precede him, and that the recital of his actions 
alone will suffice to prove to his fellow citiz^is that his abi- 
lities are equal to his courage. But the king has thou^t 
proper to add his suffrage and attention to the public opi- 
} j nion. He has expressly charged me to inform you how per« 

fectly he is satisfied with the services of the Commodore, per* 
suaded that Congress will render him the same iustice. He 
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iiaa offered, as a proof of his esteem, to present him with 
a sword which cannot be placed in better hands, and I ike- 
wise proposes to Congress to decorate this brave officer 
with the cross of Military Merit. His Majesty conceives 
that this particular distinction, by holding forth the same 
honors to the two nation**, united by the same interests, will 
be looked upon as one tie more that connects them, and 
will support that emulation which is so precious to the com- 
mon cause. If, after having approved the conduct of the 
Commodore, it should be thought proper to give him the 
command bf any new expedition to Europe his Majesty 
will receive him ag^in with pleasure, and presumes that 
Congress will oppose nothing that may be judged expedient 
to secure the success of his enterprises. My personal 
esteem for him induces me to recommend him very particu- 
larly to you. Sir, and I dare flatter myself that the reception 
he will receive from Congress and you, will warrant the 
sentimentB with which he has inspired me. 

I have the hon<Tr of being, &c. 

De Sartime. 

The following resolution of Congress, shews- tlie sense of 
that exalted body, of the services rendered by Commodore 
Jones, and permits his acceptance of the cross of Military 
Merit offered to him by His Most Christian Majesty : 

Is Congress, Feb. 27/A, 1781. 
The committee to whom was referred the letter of May 
30th, 1780, from M. de Sartine, delivered in a report, 
whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Congress entertain a high sense of the 
distinguished bravery and military conduct of John Paul 
Jones, Esq., captain in the navy of the United States, and 
particularly in his victory over the British frigate Serapis 
on the coast of England, which was attended with circum- 
stances so brilliant as to excite general applause and admi** 
ration: 

That the minister plenipotentiary of these United States 
at the court of Versailles, communicate to His Most Chris- 
tian Majesty the hirfi satisfaction Congress have received from 

the conduct and gallant behavior of Captain John Paul Jones, . 

which have merited the attention and approbation of His % % 

Most Christian Majesty, and that his Majesty's offer of ador- 

Cc 
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aiMier that dtrections bad been given at L'Orieut to aflg>rd 
to Covimodore Jones eveiy facility that he ini^t require 
for ius armament and departure. The Commodore had 
stated to M. de Sartine, that seamen for the additional ves^ 
' «ej might be obtained from the AUiaace. 

On the 28th of June, 1780, M. de Sartine addressed a 
very jBattering letter to Commodore Jones, apprising him 
that tbe cross of the institution of Military Alerit, agreea- 
bly to the King^s previous determination, was enclosed in a 
despatch to M. de la Luzerne, the minister of France, near 
Ihe United States, of which Jones was to be the bearer, and 
with which cross he was to be invested, by a chevalier of 
the order, as soon as Congress had assented to his accept- 
ance of it« M. de Sartine likewise infonned him that {Hs 
Majesty had directed a golden headed sword to be made for 
him, which would be immediately delivered to him. The 
letter is in the following words: 

Versailles^ June 2StA, 1 780. 
Mr. Paul Jones, Commodore in the Navy of the United 

States of America. 
Sir, 
The King has already testified his approbation of the zeal 
and valor which you luive displayed in Europe, in support 
of the common cause between the United States and His 
Majesty, and he has also informed you of the distinguished 
proofs he is disposed to give you tnereof. Persuaded that 
the United States will give tfieir consent that vou should 
receive the cross of the institution of Military Merit, I send 
you in tbe packet addressed to M. de la Luzenie, the one 
designed for you. You will be pleased to deliver hioi 
tills packet, and he wiH confer on you this distinction 
by a chevalier of the institution, agreeably to His Majes- 
ty's orders. But at any rate that you should have a proof 
of the King's approbation and munificence, His S^ajesty has 
ordered a gold headed sword to be made for you, which 
will be immediately delivered to you, and he has the great- - 
est confidence in the use you will make of it for his glory 
and that of the United States. I have the honor, &c. 

De Sartine. 

Commodore Jones was extremely grateful for the m^irks 
of distinction thus conferred upon him, and expressed his 
feelings in the most fervent manner in his correspondence 
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with his friends. To one of them, Ml*. Genet, he wrote 
under date of the 1 9th bf J uly, 1 780, " I am bound by gra- 
titude and honor to give every proof in my power of my 
affection to France. Tell M. de Skrtine, and the rest of 
the King's ministers, that I would rather be shot to death 
tiian suffered to pine away in idleness, while our glorioos 
cause is undetermined. I shall not die happy, unless tbey 

r've me an opportunity to prove by my actions, how much 
wish always to merit the favor oi the King, his mioistera, 
and the nation. My best wishes will ever aUend my 
friends in this kingdom, for their liberal minds do honor to 
human nature." 

Arrived at L'Orient from Paris, Jones found that Lan* 
dais, tvho seemed to be his evil genius, had in his absence, 
excited a refractory disposition in the crew of the Alliaoce, 
which had the effect of preventing the Commodore from 
taking the command of that frigate, and obliged him to «ail 
for America on board the Ariel. The board of Admiralty 
afterward took cognizance of the dispute between Commo- 
dore Jones and Captain Landais ; and having propounded 

auestions to Dr. Franklin, in order to elicit information^ 
lat minister answered them, explained the circumstances 
wliich had occasioned sp much chagrin to Jones, and pro- 
duced the unprofitable dissensions between him, Landais, 
and the crew of the Alliance. With his answers was ibr- 
warded a copy of the '' concordat^^^ the signing of which 
Jones so deeply regretted, and from which sprung almoBt 
all his disagreements with Captain Landais, and M. Le Ray 
de Chaumont. The former, he conceived, had availed him- 
self of the community of interests established by the *^ con-- 
cordat^'^^ to treat his orders with contempt, and the latter lie 
thought had not acted correctly towards him in relation to 
the prizes taken from thd enemy. In illustrating more pai^ 
ticularly the sources of all the Commodore^s disquietudes, a 
date is here anticipated, to lay at once before the reader 
Dr. Franklin^s letter and answers to the board of Admiralty, 
and a copy of the " concordat^^^ which will render more in- 
telligible the allusions in some of Jones's letters written 
previouisly to that of Dr. Franklin to Francis Lewis, Esq. 

Francis Lewis, Esq., and the Board of Admiralty. 

Gentlemen, Passy^ March 17 th, J 781. 

I received the honor of yours, dated January the 9d, 
containing sundry questions relative to the ship Alliance, 
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' an9 the expedition under the command of John Paul 
Jones, Esq. 

I would remark as' to the expedition in general that this 
court having, I suppose, some enterprise in view, which 
Captain Jones, who had signalized his bravery in taking the 
Drake, was thought a proper person to conduct, had soon 
after the action requested we would spare him to them, 
which was the more readily agreed to, as a difference sub- 
sisted between him and his lieutenant, which laid us under 
a diflScuity that was by this means got over. Some time 
passed, however, before any steps were taken to employ 
him in a manner agreeable to him, and possibly, the first 
project was laid aside, many difficulties attending any at- 
tempt mf introducing a foreign officer into the French ma- 
rine, as it disturbs the order of their promotion, &c., and he 
himself choosing to act rather under the commission of Con- 
gress. However, a project was at length found, by fur- 
nishing him with some of the King's ships, the officers of 
which were to have temporary American commissions, 
which being^posterior in date to his commission, would put 
them naturally under his command for the time, and the 
final intention, after various changes was to intercept the 
Baltic fleet : the Alliance was, at that time under orders to 
carry Mr. Adams back to America, but the minister of the 
marine, by » written letter, requesting I would lend her to 
strengthen the little squadron, and oflfering a passage to Mr* 
Adams in one of the King's ships, I consented to their re- 
quest, hoping that, besides obliging the minister, I mi^t 
obtain the disposition of some prisoners, to exchange for our 
countrymen in England. 

Questions of the Admiralty Board, respecting the squadron 
under the Chevalier John Paul Jones, answered. 

Quesm Whether any agreement was made by you, dr any 
person in your behalf, with the owners of the ships, cof^ 
certed with the Alliance, in that expedition, respecting the 
shares they were severally to draw, of the pnzes which 
might be taken during that expedition ? 
. Am. I never made such an agreement, nor any person in 
R17 behalf. I lent the Alliance to the King, simply at the 
minister's request, supposing it would be aereeable to Con- 
gress to oblige their aUy ; and that the division, if there 
«hoald be any thing to divide, would be according to the 
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lairi of Francej or of America, u» should be founi mO£t 
equitable. But the Captains before they sailed, entered ia- 
to an agri^eiDeiit, called the jcoxtcordat, to divide according 
to the niles of America, as they acted under America com- 
miasionB and colors, 

Ques^ What orders were given tq Captain Landais ? , 

Mns. That he should obey the orders of Capt. Jooea. 

Quesm What was the ground of the disputes between 
Captain Jones and him ? 

Mm* That when at sea together, he refused to obey 
Captain Joneses orders. 

Quejs* Why did the AUiaance lay so long at Port L'OrieDt 
aft^ her arrival there from the Texel* and in general every 
inybnnation in your power respecting the Alliance and the 
^expedition referred to ? 

Jlfi9m Her laying so long at L'Orient was first occasioned bj 
ibe nuitinous disposition of the officers and men, wbo refused 
to raise the anchors until they should receive wages and 
jfme money* I did not conceive they bad a right to demand 
pay aient of wages in a foreign country, or any where bat at 
the port they came from, no one here knowing on what terns 
they were enga^d, whiait they had treceived, or what was 
due to them. The prize money I wished them to have, 
but as that could not soon be obtained, 1 thought it wrong 
in them to detain the vessel on that account, and as I was 
informed many of them were in want of necessaries, I ad- 
vanced 24,000 livres on account, and put it into Captain 
Jones's hands to relieve and pacify them, that they might go 
more willingly. But they were encouraged by some med- 
dling passengers to persist. The King would have taken the 
prizes, and paid for them, at the rate per gun, &c., as he pays 
tor warlike vessels taken by his ships, but they raised a 
clamor at this, it being put into their heads that it was a 
project for cheating them, and they demanded a sale by 
auction. The minister, who usually gives more, when ships 
are taken for the Kii^, than they will produce by auction, 
readily consented to this, when I asked it of him ; but then 
this method required time to have them inventoried, adver- 
tised in diflerent ports, to create a fuller concurrence of 
buyers, &c. ; Captain Jones came up to Paris, to hasten the 
proceedings, in his absence Captain Landais, by the advice 
of Mr. Lee and Com. Gillon, took possession of the ship* 
and kept her long in writing up to Paris, wliiting an- 
swers, &:c. 
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As the ministry had reasons, if som^ of the firet plans had 
been parsned, to wish the expedition might he understood as 
American, the instnictiofis were to he gjy^n hj me, and the 
outfit was committed to Monsieur de Chanmont, known to 
be one of oar friends, and well acquainted wift such afikirs. 
Monsieur le Marquis de la Fayette, who was. to hare hecn 
concerned in the execution, Can probably acquaint you 
with those reasons ; if not, I shall do it hereafter. It after* 
ward continued in the hands of M. de Chaumont to 'fb^ 
end. I nerer paid or received a farthing, directly or indi- 
rectly, on account of the expedition ; and the captains hav- 
ing made him their trustee and asent, it is to him they are 
to apply for their proportions of me captures. 

Concordat made between Captain John Paul JoneH and 

the officers of the squadron. 

Agreement between Messieurs John Paul Jones, captain 
of t1^ Bon homme Richard ; Pierre Landais, captain of the 
Alliance -, Dennis Nicolas Cottineau, captain of the Pallas ; 
Joseph Verage, captain of the Stagg ; and Philip Nicolas 
Ricot, captain of the Vengeance ; composing a squadron 
that shall be commanded by the oldest officer of the highest 
grade, and so on in succession in case of death or retreat* 
None of the said commanders, whilst tfa^y are not separa- 
ted from the said squadron, by order of the minister shall act 
but by virtue of the brevet, which they shall have obtained 
from the United States of America, and it is agreed that the 
flag of the United States shall be displayed. 

The division of the prizes to the superior officers and 
crews of the said squadron, shall be made agreeable to the 
American laws ; but it is agreed, that the proportion of the 
whole, coming to each vessel in the squadron, shall be regu- 
lated by the Minister of the marine department of France, 
and the Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America* 

A copy of the American laws shall be annexed to the 
present agreement, after haying been certified by the com- 
mander of the Bon homme Richard ; but as the said laws 
cannot foresee nor determine as to what may concern the 
vessels and subjects of other nations, it is expressly agreed* 
that irhatever may be contrary to them should be reflated 
by the Minister of the French marine, and the Uunisfcr 
Plenipotentiary of the United States of America. 
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It is likewise agreed that the orders giyen I^ the 
of the French Marine, and the Minister Plenipotentiaiy of 
the United States shall be executed. 

Considerii^ the necessity there is of presenring the in- 
terests of each individual, the prizes that shall be taken shall 
be remitted to the orders of Monsieur Le Ray de Chao- 
moat, honorary intendant of the Royal Hotel of iDvaUdSv 
who has furnished the expenses of the armament of the said 
squadron. • 

It has been agreed, that M. le Ray de Chaumont be re- 
quested not to give up the part of the prizes coming to all 
tfie crews, and to each individual of the said squadron, but 
to their order, and to be responsible for the same in his own 
and propei; name. 

IViiereas the said squadron has been formed for ttie pur- 
pose of injuring the common enemies of France and Ame- 
rica, it has been agreed that such armed" vessels, whedier 
French or American, may be associated therewith by com- 
mon consent, as shall be found suitable for. the purpoee, 
and that they shall have such proportion ,of the prizes 
which shall be taken, as the laws of their respective coun- 
tries allow them. 

In case of the death of any of the before-mentioned com- 
manders of vessels, he shall be replaced agreeably to the pr- 
der of the tariff, with liberty, however, for the successor to 
choose whether he will remain on board his own vessel, and . 
give up to the next in order, the conunand of the vacant ship. 

It has moreover been agreed, that the commander of the 
Stag shall be excepted from the last article of this present 
agreement, because hi case of a disaster to M. de Varage it 
shall be replaced bv his second in command, and so on by 
the other officers of his cutter the Stag. 

J. ¥• Jones, 
P. Lanoais, 
De Cottineau, 
De Varage, 
Le Ray de Chaumont, 
• P. Ricot. 

The controversy between Commodore Jones and Captain 
Landais, respecting the command of the Alliance, was, as 
Jones believed, secretly fomented by Mr. Arthur Lee, who, 
acting as an umpire in the case, assigned the command of 



r 



909 

ti)e frigate to Landais, The annexed letter from that geoi^ 
tleman to Commodore Jones will explain his avowed rea- 
sons for this preference : 

VOrieniyJtme 13^A, 1780. 

Captain J. ?• Jones. 
Sir, 

When you shewed me yesterday the authorities under 
which you conceive you had a right to command the AUi* 
ance frigate, I told you it was not in my power to give you 
an opinion upon them without seeing those of Captain Ijian- 
dais ; and that I would not give an opinion in this matter, 
but in writing. Since that I have seen the authorities of 
Captain Landais, and I now shall state them both, with my 
opinion upon them ; which I hope may be of use in pre- 
venting any farther contest, which cannot but be disgraceful 
and injurious to the service, as well as to those who are in 
the wrong. 

The authorities you shewed me, consisted of a commission 
from Congress appointing you a captain in the marine of 
the United States, and a late order from Dr. Franklin to you 
to take command of the Alliance, and carry her where she 
is ordered by the Admiralty. This order from Dr. Frank** 
lin does not recite or allege any power from Congress to 
take the (command from Captain Landais, and put another 
in his place. 

The authorities Captain Landais laid before me, were a 
commission from Congress, like yours, appointing him cap- 
tain in the service ; — a resolve of Congress giving him the 
command of the Alliance frigate ; and a letter of instruc- 
tions for that purpose from the Marine Committee. 

From these documents it is clear, beyond a possibility of 
doubt, that Captain Landais commands that ship under the 
full, direct, and express order of Congress ; and that no such 
authority appears to dismiss him from the command. In 
this situation. Captain Landais must answer at his peril 
for the frigate entrusted to him till he receives an order of 
Congress to deliver her to another. If any such order exists, 
those who have it do infinite wrong to the service in not 
producing it, to prevent any disturbance. If there is no 
such order, the subjects of ttie United States who attempt 
to divest Captain Landais of the command he holds from 
the sovereign power, or to disturb him by violence in the 

Dd 



ckercise of it, commit a h^ crime agftinflt flie Uwv and m> 
TereigDty of the United States and subject tfaemselves to t 
proportionable punishment. 

This, Sir, is my opinion founded upon a cool and candid 
consideration of the authorities on both sides ; which alone 
ought to determine our judgment and our actions. You 
are at liber^ to shew this letter to whom you please, or to 
send it to Dr. Franklin. Should it prevail upon tou to 
urge this matter no farther till you know whemer there is 
authority of Congress for what you are doing, I shall think 
I have rendered no less service to you personally, in pre- 
venting you from committing a rash and illegal action, dian 
to the public, the honor of which must be committed by 
such a contest in a foreign port. When I see such thiogs 
threatened, my duty to my country, and the love of law and 
order, call upon me to do whatever is in my power to pre- 
vent them. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

Arthur Lee. 

Mr. Lee, however, was unquestionably in the wiong. 
Landais had resigned the command of the Alliance, had 
requested and obtained money from Dr. Franklin to repair 
to America, under the pretext of having his conduct inves- 
tigated, and Jones had received instructions both from Dr^ 
Franklin and the court of France to carry the frigate hack 
to the United States. An order, in fact, was issued by the 
French minister of marine to stop the saiUi^of the Alliance, 
if she attempted to proceed under the directions of Landais. 
But Commodore Jones, justly apprehending die conse- 
quences of violent measures, declined employing the means 
within his power to prevent her departure. Jones lumself, 
attributed the partiality of Mr. Lee for Landais to impro- 
per motives. ^' I am convinced,^^ said he in a letter to Mr. 
Morris, of the 27th of June, 1 780, ^^ that Mr. Lee has acted 
in this matter merely because 1 would not become the ene- 
my of the venerable, the wise, and ^od Franklin, whose 
heart and bead does, and always wiU do honor to human 
nature. I know the great and good in this kingdom better, 
perhaps, than any other American who has appeared in Eu« 
rope since the treaty of alliance : and if my testimony 
would add any thing to Franklin^s reputation, I could wit- 
ness the universal veneration and esteem wMi which hia 
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Dune inspires all ranks, not odIj at VenaUles aad all over 
this kingdom, bat also in Spain and in Holland : and I can 
add, from the testimony of the first characters of other na- 
tions, that, with him, envy itself is dumb, when the name of 
Fninktin is but mentioned*" 

Dr. Franklin was aware of Mr. Lee's proceedings. He 
had given directions that he should have a passage home to 
America in the Alliance ; but, on learning that he had been 
instrumental in promoting disaflfection among the crew, he 
wrote to Jones, revoking the order : 

Passtfy June 1 7/A, 1 780. 
Honorable Commodore Jones. 
Sir, 

Having been informed by several gentlemen of and from 
L'Orient, that it is there generally understood the meeting 
on board your ship has been advised or promoted by the 
honorable Arthur Lee, Esq. whom 1 had oraered you to re- 
ceive as a passenger ; I hereby withdraw that order, so far 
as to leave the execution of it to your discretion ; that if 
from the circumstances which have come to your knowledge, 
it should appear to you, that the peace and good govern- 
ment of the ship during the voyage may be endangered by 
his presence, you may decline taking that gentleman ; whico 
I apprehend need not obstruct his return to America, as 
there are several ships going under your convoy, and no 
doubt many of their passengers may be prevailed with to 
change places. But if you judge these suspicions ground- 
less, you will comply with the order aforesaid. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

B. Franklin* 

Jones was the more mortified at the delay which these 
bickerings occasioned in the sailing of the Alliance, as she 
had on board stores for the use of the United Statesi, which 
were much wanted for the supply of the American army. 

In a letter to Madam T , of the 24th of July, ITOO, 

he adverted to the affair between himself and Landais in 
the following manner : 

UOrimt, July 24/A, 1780. 

Madam, 
When you did me the honor to ask my premise to write 
to you a particular account of my services in thb revolu- 
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lion and of my late expedition, I thou^t myself very happy 
indeed in enjoying that pleasing proof of your attention ; 
and it was my firm intention to have fulfilled my promise 
with you on that head, immediately after my return here* 
Had I undertaken to write my own history to a lady of a 

less elevated mind than Madam T , I should have nut 

too great a risk, especially in what relates to my last 
battle; many circumstances of which are not yet known 
to the world, and are of such a nature as not to be believed^ 
by an ordina^ mind upon the evidence of an individual. 
With you, Madam, I have not the remotest doubt, and the 
extraordinaiy event that took place here, with respect to 
the Alliance, is the only reason that has withheld my pen. 
I confess to you I feel rather ashamed that such an event 
should have happened; although God knows it was not 
owing to any fault of mine. The true reason was, M. le 
Ray de Ct)aumont unjustly detained from the brave Ame- 
ricans who had so well served in the squadron under my 
command, not only their wages, but also thdr prize-money ; 
and he has not, even to this hour, given the means of pay- 
ing them their just claims. One or two envious persons 
here, taking advantage of these circumstances, persua- 
ded these poor people that I had joined with M. de Chau- 
mont to detain from them their just dues ; and that it was 
besides my intention to carry them on new expeditions in 
Europe, and not to suffer them to return to their families in 
America during the war. These insinuations were fidse and 
groundless. I had disapproved the conduct of M. le Ray 
de Chaumont so much as neither to speak nor write to him 
after my return to France. My sole business at court was 
to obtain the free sale of the prizes, which 1 effected. And 
far from being then bound on new expeditions in Europe, I 
was ordered by the Board of Admiralty in America to return 
forthwith to Congress, and had in consequence received the 
public despatches both from Mr. Franklin and the court. — 
The Alliance, however, was hurried out of this port before 
the crew had time for reflection ; yet before they sailed from 
the Road of Groaix many of them, seeing their error, refused 
to weigh anchor, and were carried to sea confined hands and 
feet in irons. The government of France had taken mea- 
sures to stop the ship, but I interposed, to prevent blood- 
shed between the subjects of the two allied nations, f am 
now again almost ready to sail in the Ariel, and 1 know soon 
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after my arriTftl in America, that Congress will render me 
impartial jastice. 'I will then have the happiness to furnish 
jou witti the accoant I promised, and the circumstances will 
be supported hj the fullest evidence. I dare promise that 
it will then appear that 1 have only been to blame for hav- 
ing returned here from Paris, without having insisted abso- 
lutely on the previous payment of my men. Money is 
essential in war : in love, you will tell me, perhaps, the case 
may |>e otherwise. I have still in contemplation to return 
to France soon after I arrive in America, for I have the most 
ardeht desire to give the court, the nation, and my friends, 
farther proofs of my gratitude, by my services in the glori- 
ous cause of freedom that France has so nobly espoused in 
concert with America. The singular honors I have lately 
received from the King, have made the deepest and most 
lasting impression on my heart, and it shall be my constant 
care to deserve the continuance of His Majesty^s esteem. 
Although my departure is near, yet I hope to have the 
honor of a letter from you before I sail. I hope my con- 
duct will always merit your good opinion, and that you will 
honor me in consequence with your attention, and permit 
me to consider you as one of my best friends. 

I am, Madam, with the most profound respect, yours, &c. 

As the name of the Alliance and that of Capt. Landais, 
have been frequently introduced into this volume, in con- 
nexion with the occurrences incident to the life of Commo- 
dore Jones, it may not be unacceptable to the reader to be 
made more particularly acquainted with the history of the 
captain and of the ship. The onlv account of the former, 
within the reach of the author, is U'om the pen of Commo- 
dore Jones.; and, as it is from that source, should be recei- 
ved with some degree of caution. In a memorandum, dated 
at Versailles, on tibe 17th of June, 1780, Jones stated, that, 
'^ When the treaty of alliance with France arrived in Ame- 
rica, Congress, feeling the most lively sentiments of grati- 
tude towards France, thought how they might manifest the 
satisfaction of the continent by some public act. The finest 
frigate in the service was on the stocks, ready to be launch- 
ed, and it was resolved to call her the Alliance. M. Lan- 
dais, a French subject, who had then arrived in America 
fi^m France, as master of a merchant ship laden with pub- 
lic stores, had reported that he had been a captain in tho 
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roynl navy of Prance, had commanded a ship of (be Uaet 
been a chief officer of the' port of Brest, and was of such 
wordi and estimation for his great abilities that he could 
have bad any honors or advancement in his own countiy 
that he pleased to accept ; but that his desire to serve Ame* 
rica had induced him to leave his own country, and eren 
to refuse to receive the Cross of St. Louis, that hemigbl be 
at liberty to abjure the religion of his forefathers, which he 
did accordingly. Congress, believing M. Landais to be in 
high esteem at the Court of Versailles, and thinkiogi with 
leason, that it would give pleasure to His Majesty to find 
that one of his worthy subjects had been treated with dis- 
tinction in America, appointed him captain of the Alliance.'^ 

Capt* Landais was well known to the citizens of the Uni- 
ted States, especially during the latter years of his life. He 
died on Long-Island, in the state of New-Yoric* For a con- 
aiderable time prior to his death, he was an annual petition- 
er to Congress, on whose sessions he often attended, to oige 
his claim for indemnity, on account of his portion of the 
prize-money which ought to have accrued firoin three prizes 
sent into Norway, whilst he was in command of the Alli- 
ance in Europe. His temper, even in old age, a|qpearedto 
be severe ; for whilst at Washington, he could not avoid be- 
traying his irritability. A remarkable instance of this un- 
happy constitutional excitabihty is related of him widi re- 
spect to a member of Congress, who had spoken ratfaer 
slightingly of him. Landais dressed himself in his imifonn, 
with a small sword by his side, and repaired to the gsUery 
of the House of Representatives, when in session ; indica- 
ting thereby, as well as in conversation with his acquaintan- 
ces, that he was prepared to give any gentleman «satis&ction 
who might be offended with him. Hb afterward observed, 
quoting a remark ascribed to Henry IV. of France, ibtt 
^^ if there was bad blood in Congress he would draw it.'^-* 
He affirmed to the last, that he, and not Jones, captured 
the Serapis, attributing her surrender entirely to hb having 
raked her from the Alliance; — about which the reader hss 
seen that his assertion was entirely void of foundation. 

On the 2d of August, 1 780, Jones addressed the foUowing 
letter to the Count de Vergennes, and a similar one to the 
Count de Maurepas. The contents denote the activity of 
his mind, his continual anxiety for the furtherance of the 
American cause, and his accurate views of the best method 
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of Mira]nui| fhe aiemy. Of the ideas or plan to which he 
alludes in fais letter there is no written statement in posses* 
lion «f the author, farther dian what is contained in the an* 
firerof the Connt de Maurepas, which is subjoined : 

DOrient, August 2d, 1780, 

His Excellency M. le Compte de Veroennes, &c* 

My Lord, 
I should be unworthy of the illustrious marics that I have 
lately received of the royal favor, if I were not constantly 
impressed with the most ardent zeal to merit the continu- 
ance of his Majesty's approbation, by an invariable atten- 
tion to the mutual interests of France and America. Al- 
thou^ my departure for America has been protracted by 
unforeseen events, it is not yet too late for government to 
pray the Congress that I mav, during the remainder of this 
war, be constantly employed on active and useful ^rvices, 
tending to distract and distress the common enemy. After 
having been so highly honored by the kind attentions of the 
King's ministers, and their approbation of my poor services, 
I am convinced that I shall still find such support and pro- 
tection from this government, as may enable me to prove 
my gratitude by my future actions. 

Since I had die nonor of laying before yonr Excellency, 
in the month of May last, my project for future expeditions, 
the events of the war have not so altered circumstances as 
to render my ideas inexpedient : on the contrary, the farther 
the war advances, I am the more confirmed in the utility that 
would result to the common cause from such services as I 
have therein hinted at I was then happy in finding that 
your excellency approved of my ideas : It is therefore that 
f now enclose a copy, which I beseech your Excellency to 
reconBider and lay nefore his Majesty's privy council. If 
such expeditions as I wish to command were to be fitted out 
in America^ J might be able with the greater certainty to 
strike the first blow by a complete surprise. Before the 
fleet of his Majesty sailed fropi Brest the first time, under 
Count D'Orvilliers, M. de Chaumont told me it was the 
desire of government to have my ideas on private expedi- 
tions in writing. I gave him with great pleasure many ideas, 
from my long knowledge of the enemy's trade and situation, 
that might have proved of great advantage to our cause, and 
f Irish Sf • de Chaumont had given all my then ideas to the 
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court, although I am told he has taken credit for some df 
them as his own. 1 am now nearly ready for the sea with 
His Majesty's sloop of war the Ariel, and 1 should be happy 
to carry with me to Congress the interest of this goverament 
for my promotion ; but especially that I may be henceforth 
constantly employed in the most active and enterprising ser- 
vices, with such a force under my command as may enable 
me efiectualiy to promote the interest of our glorious cause. 
This, my lord, would be my supreme ambition, actuated by 
no mean views of self-interest, but inspired by the purest 
principles of gratitude and philanthropy. It is upon this 
ground alone that I depend on the constant protection of the 
King, your Excellency, and this government. 

It is absolutely necessary, my lord, to destroy the foreign 
commerce of the English, especially their trade to the Bal-' 
tic, from whence they draw all the supplies for their marine* 
It is equally necessary to alarm their coasts, not only in the 
colonies abroad, but even in their islands at home. These 
things would distress and distract the enemy much more 
/ than many battles between fleets of equal force. England 

^ has carried on the war against America in a far more barba- 

rous form than she durst have adopted against any power of 
Europe. America has a right to retaliate ; and by our hav- 
ing the same language and customs with the enemy, we are 
in a situation to surprise their coasts and take such advan* 
tage of their unguarded situation, under the flag of America, 
as can never be done under the flag of France. This is not 
theory, for I have proved it by my experience ; and if \ 
have opportunity I will yet prove it more fully. 

I shall be happy, my lord, to be honored with your ExceK 
lency's determination as soon as possible, as I purpose to 
proceed with the utmost expedition to Philadelphia, and as 
there is no time to lose in preparing for the operations of 
life next campaign. 

I am, my lord, your Excellency's most obliged. 

Most obedient, and most humble servant. 

VersailUsy August 15th, 1780« 
Com. Paul Jokss. 

Sir, 
I have received with great pleasure, and read with atten- 
tion the letter wrote me the 2d instant from L'Orient. I 
have remarked therein the continuation of your zeal for the 
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common cause. I have examined and conummicated to 
M. de Sartine the project annexed to yonr letter, and we 
have ao manner of doubt of the good eflfect that would re« 
salt, wece it entrusted to you. But at present it could not 
be laid what number of (rigates mi^t oe emplojed^ thef 
being all actually armed on account of tlie King, and the 
plan of the approaching campaign is not yet sufficiently de* 
termined, positively to say how many frigates may be giveft 
lo you. out this need not prevent, if you have the consent 
of Congress, the execution of the first part of your scheme, 
to come here as you propose with the Alliance, and the 
other vessels which you may have, and with a sufficient 
American crew to arm the frigates which may join you. I 
will endeavour here to secure some for you, or to substitute 
privateers in their place. This is all 1 can inform you of for 
the present. The conduct you have observed, and the zeal 
you have shown for the service, must assure you of the 
readiness with which I shall always aid any enterprise in 
which you may be concerned. Be assured, Sir, of the de- 
sire I haive of rendering you any service, and convincing 
you of the sentiments widi which, I am, &c. 

Mausepas. 

On the^21st of September the Commodore replied to the 
Count de Maurepas evincing the same resolute spirit of per- 
severance in ' the cause of American Independence, for 
which^ from his first entrance into the service, he had been 
remarkable : 

Ariel J OroaiXy September 21«r, 1780. 
His Excellency M* le Compte de } 
Mauuepas, &c. 5 

Mv Lord, 
I received in its due course, the letter that your lilxcel- 
Jency condescended to write me from Versailles Uie 1 dth ult., 
I having been detained in this road by contrary and stormy 
winds ever since the 4th current. I have postponed wri- 
ting to yon until 1 could tell you at the same time, the wind 
being fair, that I was immediately about to depart. The 
prospect is become promising this evening, and I hope to set 
sail to-morrow. My lord, I want words to express my thanks 
for your very kind letter ; but it shall be the ambition of my 
life to merit your Excellency's protection, and to exert all 
my abiUties, such as they are, with double ardor, to prove 
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mj gratetttl attachment and zeal for the glor j and interest 
of the King, his ministers, and this generous minded nation. 
By the four late ships that are arrived at L'Qrient from Phi- 
ladelphia, I learn that the Congress and all America were 

\ warmly my friends. This cannot but afibrd me real satis- 

Ikction as a citizen of America ; and more especially, be- 

i cause I shall be the better able to accomplish the first part of 

my project, agreeable to your Excellency's proposal,— 4nr 
providing the frigates and men in question in America, which 
will I fondly hope enable me efiectually to promote the 
^ory and success of the common cause. With the most 
Uvely sentiments of esteem, and respect, I am, 

My lord, &c. 

CiHnmodore Jones proceeded from L'Orient to Groaix, 
on the 4th of September, and was detained in that road, by 
storms and contrary winds, until the 7th of October 1780, 
when he put to sea in the Ariel the first time. She had the 
misfortune to be dismasted, which occasioned his return* 
To the dangers he escaped, he alludes in a letter to Dr. E. 
Bancroft, of ttie 1 7th ot October : 

V Orient, October 17 thy 1780. 

E. Bancroft, Esq. 
Dear Sir, 

I am, my dear Sir, returned to France without laurels, and 
which is worse without having been able to render service to 
our cause. I must refer you to Count de Vauban, the bearer 
of this letter, for a description of the late storm. I shall 
only say, it far exceeded all my former ideas of tempest. 
We must console ourselves that no lives were lost,— an event 
remarkably fortunate under such circumstances. You have 
no doubt received news from America. 1 have seen some 
of th.e papers, but find nothing veir agreeable, except the 
address of the assembly of Rhode island to the Count de 
Rochambeau and the answer. Mr. Wharton and myself 
would be glad to hear from you any thing you find inte- 
resting. Lee had reached Philadelphia the night before one 
of Captain HalPs passengers left it ; but we know nothing 
&rther, except that no guns were fired, no bells were rung, 
nor bonfires made in consequence of so great an event ! 
Your affairs are dry and safe, though many of our things are 
damaged, I mean our clothing, and books &c. Part of the 
powder, arms, and bread, &c. are wet. Count de Vauban 
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behared remarkably well, and appears to me to be a very 
worthy character. He is determined to use hi^ interest with 
the Duke de Orleans, that the Terpsicorty may be substitiited 
for the Ariel. 

I am not less a friend now, than I was formerly to Madam 
Chaumont and her family. Pray have you seen my fair 
friend the Countess of N. — she is I understand returned from 
Aix, and I am very anxious to hear from her. 

I am, &c. 

A more particular account of this calamity is contained 
in the following .document : — 

We, the officers of the ship of war Ariel, in the ser« 
vice of the United States of America, do hereby declarci 
that having been detained in the road of Groaiz by stormy 
and contrary winds from the 4th ult. so that it was impos- 
sible to proceed on our voyage to America, before the 7th 
current ; we on that day weighed anchor at 2 in the after« 
noon, the wind being at N. N. W. and the weather having 
a very good appearance. We had under convov two 
brigantines belonging to America named the Duke of Lein- 
ster and Luke, partly laden with public stores, and one lug- 
ger named the belonging to France. In the ni^t 

tiie wind fell very moderate, and the weather was very 
serene^ At — o'clock in the morning of the 8th the wind 
sprung up a moderate breeze at S. by \V. At 8 o'clock the 
island of Groaix bore by compass N. E* by E. distance 5 
leagues. It was then squally weather with showers of rain, 
the wind at S. by W«, and immediately afterward we lost 
si^t of the land. The weather became very thick and the 
wind increased. By this time the storm had become so 
violent, that the lee fore yard-arm was frequently under 
water. The lee gangway was laid entirely under the water, 
and the lee side of the waist was full. The water in the hold 
flowed into the cockpit, notwithstanding the utmost ejQTorts 
of the chain pumps. In this distress at 1 1 we let drop the 
best bower anchor in 30 (athom, but it would not bring the 
ship^s head to the wind. The captain ordered the wea- 
ther shrouds of the fore-mast to be cut, and the ship then 
brought up and rode head to the wind. The heel of the 
fore-mast carried away from, the bow the stream and kedge 
anchors. The agitation of the elements was so violent O^t 
th^ main-mast could not stand, but reeled about like a man 
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drunk. Ofdefs were therefoie giyen to cut away the star- 
board shrouds so as to let it fall over the larboard fide to 
save, if possible, the mizen-mast« Before this could be 
jdone the larboard shrouds and chain-plates gave way, and 
"the main-mast fell over the starboard side, carrying with it 
the mizen-mast and quarter gallery* The main-mast had 
worked, the heel out of the step* The ship leaked, though 
less than might have been expected, and the people were 
employed at the pumps and to clear .away- the wreck ; on 
the 9th at noon, saw tne 8un,\ and observed the latitude 47 
deg. and 47 min. The storm continued with very little in* 
termission until the morning of the 1 0th, and the agitation 
rendered it impossible to erect jury-masts; we made the 
best preparation we could for that purpose, and succeeded 
so as to be able to cut our cable at 1 o^clock in the moni'^ 
ing of the 1 1th. The wind had then come round to W. N. 
W., and we steered out S. S. W. till 4 o'clock, and finding 
flien 10 fathom water, we bore away, E. S. E. At 8 
o'clock, steered easterly; at 10 o'clock saw the island of 
Groaix bearing E« N. £., and at 6 in the evening anchored 
in the road of Groaix. In the morning of the 12th we got 
a pilot from L'Orient, who, at 3 o'clock, brought the Ariel 
to an anchor in the harbor of L'Orient, where we now at- 
test and subscribe all the circumstances of the within de- 
claration as matters of fact And we apprehend that )mrt 
of Uie public stores on board are damaged. Done on board 
flie Anel in the harbor of L'Orient, this 13th of Octo- 
ber, 1780. 

Signed by the officers. 

He sailed again on the 18th of December, and arrived 
safely in the United States. 

Tne following extract from tbe journal, given fay him to 
His Majesty the King of France, will illustrate the dexterity 
with which on the foUowing occasion he extricated himself 
from peril, and the more so at this particular time, as the 
Ariel was deeply laden with military stores for the use of 
the army :— ^^ 

'^ After -having met several vessels I at last met the 
te Triumph of 20 guns, belonging to the British navy. 

Aa that frigate sailed much faster than the Ariel, I coold 
not avoid an engagement, but I so well manceuvred and so 
iwdl eoneealed nay preparations for an engagement that the 
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enemy th^Ki^t of nothing else than making an easy con* 
qoeat and a good prize- 
As the night approached the Triumph hailed the Ariel, 
aod the enemy was mach surprised to find he had to con- 
tend with a force so^ nearly equal to his own. As the two 
frigates carried the English flag, there ensued a conversa- 
tion between the commander of the Triumph and me, by 
which I learned the situation of the English affiurs in Ame- 
rica. At last 1 pretended not to believe that the Triumph 
belonged to the jBritish navy, and. 1 insisted that the captain 
should come on board the Ariel to show me his commission* 
The captain excused himself by saying Ihat his boats leak- 
ed, and that 1 had told him neither my name nor that of my 
frigate, I answered 1 had no account to give to him, and that I 
allowed him only five minutes to determine* That time hav- 
ing expired, and the Ariel foeins situated abreast and to 
leeward, about 30 feet distant, i hoisted the American flag 
and began the engagement* Never was I in any preceding 
action, so much pleased as in tins <^ die Ariel, with the 
regular and vigorous fire of the tofs and the deck guns^ 
This proceedra from the arrangement and preparation 
which had preceded the action, by placing the officers said 
passei^rs of the Ariel in diffisrent parts of the ship to pre- 
vent the men from deserting their posts, and to enconrage 
them to do their duty ; which proves the advantage of hav- 
ing good officers, for there never was a more indiflerent 
crew than that of the Ariel. 

Aifker a short resistance the enemy struck his colours; 
the captain of the Triumph beeged for quarters, saying Aat 
he aarrendered, and that halfof his people were killed* 
I imaiediately ordered the firing to cease, and there were 
aererar huzzas on board the Ariel, as is usual after a vic- 
torr ; but a minute afterward the captain of the Triumph 
haid ^e baseness to fill his sails and run away. It was not 
in my power to prevent this, the Triumph sailing much 
fauBter than ttie Ariel. But if the British government had 
fliat feeling of honor and justice which becomes a great na- 
tion, they would have delivered up to the United States 
fbat fir^te as belonging to them ; and would have punished 
in the most exemplary manner, her captain, for having 
thaz violated the laws of war, and the custom of civilized 
nations.'^ 

Complaints by Mr. Lee and Capt« Landais, had, no 
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doubt, preceded faim ; for he was immediately afterward 
called upon by the Board of Admiralty to answer forty-«cven 
interrogatories, the answers to which would embrace the 
whole of his public transactions, from the period pf his de- 
parture from Portsmouth in the Ranger, until his return to 
the (Jnited States in the Ariel. On the 20th of February 
1781, Mr. John Brown enclosed the intern^tories to him 
in the subjoined terms : 

Admiralty Office^ February 20(A, 1781. 
Captain Paul Jones is hereby required to answer the fol- 
lowing questions in writing, as soon as possible ; and to pro- 
duce the original orders. 

By order of the Board, 

John Brown, Secretary^ 

With this requisition Jones complied on the 21 at of Harcfa, 
and as the copy of the answers is in bis own hand writing, 
being indeed, the original thereof^ they are here introduced, 
as containing a precise narrative of the incidents of his life 
during a very interesting period of it : — 

i Philadelphia^ March, 1781. 

John Brown Esci., Secretary of Admiralty. 

Sir. 
I have the honor to ^ve the following answers to flic, 
questions proposed to me by the board of Admiralty, Feb- 
ruary 20th, and March 1st, 1781 :— 

Answer 1st, I sailed from Portsmouth in New Han^- 
shire, the first day of November 1777, by order of the Ma- 
rine Conunittee, dated September 6th, 1777; having on 
board the despatches respecting the victory of Saratoga, 
and being bound for France, to take command of a large 
ship then building for America at Amsterdam, agreeable to 
' orders from the Secret Committee, dated May 9th, to flie 
commissioners at Paris. . 

2. I took two brigantineson the passage, laden with fruit, 
wine, &c., bound from Malaga for London. I ordered the 
prize masters to deliver them to the Continental agents, Mr* 
Thomas Morris, and Mr. Alderman Lee in France, in con- 
formity to the orders I had formerly received from the Com* 
mitteeof Congress. One of these prizes arrived at Bour- 
deaux,the other at Nantes. Being at Nantes myself, I pro- 
posed to send the one arrived there to America, finding she 
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would ietch very, little in Fnnce^ bat this Mr* Morris would 
not agree to* I believe Mr. Duolap had his authority either 
from the agents, or the commissioners. He had no appoint- 
ment iirom me. He accounted at last for the capton' part 
of the sale to Mr. Wiiliaoks, who paid th^m before the Kan- 

ipr left France for America ; amd 1 suppose he accounted 
or the Continental part to thecommssioDQrs. The commts« 
sionera sent for me to Paris, to consult on future ofierations 
respecting the ship of war Indien, built for America at Aip* 
sterdam, and proposed to be put under my command ; but 
after I had remaiued at Paris three weeks, the commission- 
ers informed me they had assigned over the property of 
that ship. to the King of France, whose property she still 
saems to be. As nOthii^ had been hitherto done for the re- 
lief of the unfortunate Ainericans confined in English dun- 
ge«is, I determined if possible to effect their exchaBge, and 
to pat an end to tiie cruel burnings of our enemies on this 
cmitinent. The commissioners were not in my secret^ as 
appears by the unrestrainiag napers I then received from 
them, dated Paris, January 15tb,:16th, 17th, and 18th> 1778. 
I vetomed to Nantes, and sent the commissioners the 
scheme that was afterward adqpted for Count d'flstaing^s 
expedition. I also demanded, and obtained a salute from 
the flag of France, both at Quiberon, and at Brest, before 
the treaty of alliance was annonnced. J sailed from Brest 
in the Ranger into the Irish channel, made a descent at 
Whitehaven with 30 men only, surprised and took two strong 
forts, with 30 pieces of cannon, and set fire to the shipping, 
where there lay 300 or upwards, in the dry pier. That both 
the shipping and town, containing from 40 to 60 thousand 
inhabitants was not burnt to ashes, was owing to the back- 
wardness of some persons under my command. I landed 
the day afterward in Scotland, in order to take some noble* 
man prisoner, as an hostage for the good treatment and ex- 
change of our countrymen in England. The Earl of Sel- 
kirk lived near the shore, and it was my intention to take 
him ; but he being from home, I was obliged to give way to 
the murmurs of my party, and suffer them to bring away 
the family plate. I have since purchased it, and restored it 
to the fair owner. We took the sloop of war Drake of 30 
guns, and an hundred and seventy-five men, sent in pursuit 
of the Ranger. I had but an hundred and twenty-three men 
and 1 8 guns in the Ranger. We took also five other prizes. 
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two, and 200 prisoners at Brest, May 7th, 1778, baviog he^i 
absent only 1^8 days. 

3. I am unable to say with certainty, by wImibi flie then 
agents were appointed. Mr* Morris .was dead^ and Mr* 
Swei^user informed me by letter that Mr. WiUiams had 
no&ing to do with public sdSairs, and that Mr. AMennan 
Lee, before he went to Germany, had appointed km (Mr. 
Sweigfiauser,) as his deputy agent, Jto# His conduct 
not satisfactory to me, because his inquiry was only 
pecting the prizes : because be left me for a ipoolh, to 
cure my wounded,. to feed my people, to guard my prison* 
ers, and to refit the Ranger on my own crMit : because n^ 

Erkes were actually attached aflterward for prorieioD that 
ad been furnished to the Ranger, hj Monsieur Bersole be<- 
fere that ship sailed on the ex{^tion from Bre^t : becme 
he sold my prizes at last, without my proper aQibority, and 
without ^ ving the public proper notice of that sale ; and be- 
cause I believe he has not yet accounted to the ciew of the 
Ranser, for their share in their prises, that were, I under- 
stand, while in his hands, shametully plundered, and at last 
given away rather than sold. The second year after these 
transactions were ended, i authorized Mr. Williams to re- 
ceive from Mr. Sfsetghaueer what he pleased to allow as mj 
share in these prizes, and Mr. Williams gave me credit m 
his account, in part of the monies I had been obliflsd to bor- 
row from my private friends. 1 do not remember me amount 
of what Mr. Williuns received ; nor do I find the account 
among my papers, that have been several times broken open. 
Peniaps Air. Sweighauser had Alderman Lee's*appoint- 
ment confirmed bv the commissioners, for his deputy assumed 
die agency at L^Orient immediately on the revolt of the 
Alliance, and went to a considerable expense, which be has 
since repented, as I understand, his bills having been refused 
by Mr. Franklin. 

4. The prisoners were guarded on board one of my pri- 
zes by French soldiers, and none escaped from the month of 

Ame- 
the sol- 
King^s expense. Many of thetn 
escaped afterward while they remained under the care of 
Mr. Sweighauser, and the remainder were at last exchanged 
for American seapien. 
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' 5« I left the Rauffer in ihe b^iiining of Jane, 1778, on 
an inntation from me Coart of France, conununicated to 
me hj HiB Excellencj B. Franklin Esq., (which was after- 
ward approved of by the commiflsioners,) in order as it 
tiien appeared, to command the ship built for America at 
Amstemlam, that bad been assigned over to the King, by the 
conunissioners. That ship to be, as I understood, pro- 
seoted to America, and supported under our flag by the 
King. 

6. I took command of the Bon homme Richard, the 4lh 
of February 1779, agreeable to a letter of that date, ad* 
dressed to me by His Excellency M. de Sartine. 

7. The Boo homme Richard was the property of the 
King, and all the squadron I commanded was at the expense 
of the crown of France* This is clear from a letter I re- 
ceived from His Excellency B. Franklin Esq., dated 12th of 
August, 1780, &c. 

8. 1 have never borne, nor acted under any odier commis- 
aion than that of the Congress of America* 

9. The squadron J commanded, was at the first left en- 
tirely at my discretion, as well as die French troops that go- 
vernment proposed to embark. I had a variety of objects 
in view, and should iulve endeavoured to execute some of 
die projects I had laid before the Minister of the marine. 
But when the Marquis de la Fayette arrived in France, the 
coart again sent for me express to L'Orient. It was deter- 
mined the Marquis should command the troops ;<^— the M^ 
liance was made part of the sauadron, and I received orden 
for an expedition, firom His Excellency Benjamin Frank- 
lin^Esq. 

10. The Allianoe was put under my orders by His Ex- 
cellencv B. Franklin, Esq. 

1 1 • The squadilon beingatfiratcommittedtomydiscretiott, 
I ha^ as I have already said^ a variety of objects, but no 
person was in my secret. I hope it is not doubted it was 
my intention to mstress the enemy, and promote to the ut* 
most of my ability the mutual interests of France and Ame^ 
lica, and it is not improbable I might have aj^eared season- 
ably on this coast. 

13. I have already said I had a variety of objecto in 
view. This will best appear by a genend review of my 
correspondence. My first object was the cause of humanity 
to efiect the liberty and exchange of our unfortunate fellow 

Ff 
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cttize&s confined as ^' pirates, feidns, and traitoiB,^' in the 
dangeons of England, and to put a ntof to Ae aavagn ham^ 
ings and Wanton crueltieB of the enemy on tbii CQAitmeal:* 
Mj second and last object has been the honor of the Aone- 
rican flag. The orders 1 received in Europe will best eK* 
plain the objects of die Court of France, and of the Anw* 
tican minister at that conrt. 

13. The expense of the armament was paid by tiie Court 
of France,(the men's wages who belonged to the Bon hoaune 
Richard, and were carried away from L'Orient in irons <m 
board the Alliance excepted,) these poor men were not paid 
owing to the revolt on board that ship, and the triffing, and 
idle excuses formerly made from time to time by M. le Ray 
de Chaumont, to whom government had entrusted the fiuMn 
as a commissary for the expense of that armament. The 
Alliance appears to have been provided with stores and pro* 
vision at ttie expense of the court from the time of fining 
ihe squadron until h^r retom to L'Onent froo^ Spain, the 
lOth day of February, 1780. But I did not £nd diat the 
eourt meant to pay the men's wages of that sUp, diou^ I 
endeavored to obtain tiiat payment. I am uncertain 
whether the expense of the Alliance after ^ her. retnm to 
L'Orient was on account o( tfie Court, or of the United 
States :— sometimes 1 believed the one, and sometimes the 
^ther. 

1 4. The Alliance was undoubtedly to stiare in prises taken 
by the squadron, in proportion to the number of her men, 
and the number and calibre of her guns. 

15. I know of no ordtnaace made by the Kii^, reqiect* 
ing the squadron His Majesty put under ihy command**-^ 
But as the squadron was udder the fl^ of America, the offi* 
cers appear entitled to every advantage that anv ottier ofll* 
cers may or can claim under the establishment of the marine 
laws of America, and the rules of the continental navy. 

16. I have given a particular account of my expediticm 
from LH)rient round the west of Ireland, north of Scotland, 
and east of England, to the Texel, in a letter to the Minis- 
ter of these States at the Court of Versailles, and to die 
Minister of the Marine, dated outboard the Serapis, off the 
Texel, the Sd of October, 1779, copies whereof were sent 
to the President of Congress. I find on die return of 405 
prisoners at the Texel, November 4th, 1779, 13 masters of 
merchantmen, so that the squadron took 15 saU, ' 
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the Senqpis and Countess of Scarborougli. I need not ob* 
senre bow much miobt have been done, if due subordination 
had prevailed in th^ squadron. 

1 7. A ship and two brigantines, taken by the squadron 
off the entrance of the Channel and west of Ireland, were 
ordered for France. The brigantines arrived at L'Oricnt^ 
and were sold there. The ship was not heard of afterward. 
Two rich letter-of-marque ships were taken off the coast of 
Scotland^ and Capt. Landais took upon himself, even under 
my nose, and wit^iout my knowledge, to order them to Ber« 
gen, in Norway, where they were given up to the English. 
A brigantine collier was sent, as I understand, to Dunkirk, 
by Capt. Landais, during his second separation from the 
squadron in the East Sea. The Countess of Scarborou^ 
arrived, and was publicly sold at Dunkirk. The Serapia 
arrived^ and was publicly sold at L'Orient. The rest of the 
prizes taken, were either qunk, burnt, or destroyed, except 
one brigantine, from Holland for England, that was, retakeoi 
and a small collier, that I gave up to the master, on account 
of his attachment to America, and the faithful information 
and important services he rendered me, by his general know* 
ledge of the ^t coast of Britain, particularly in the Firth 
of Forth, in my projected enterprise against Leith and Edin- 
buTg. I bad given orders to sink ihe old vessel, when the 
tears of that honest man prevailed over my intention. He 
became security f<M* the good behaviour andpaj/meni of the 
pflots of the Pallas and Vengeance. 

18. The officers and men of the Bon homme Richard 
and Alliance appointed Messrs. Gourlade and Moylan their 
agents for prizes. I had nothing to do with that appoint- 
ment. I can give no certain account respecting the ap« 
pointraant of agents for the United States. But f hope mj 
correspondence, which I wish to be examined, respecting 
these prizes, will shew I have done my utmost for the gene*' 
ral good. 

1 9. I never received any account of the nett proceeds of 
the prizes taken by the squadron. 

20. The American officers and men did, I believe, receive 
from their i^ents some part of their shares arising from the 
sale of the prizes taken by the squadron under my com- 
KXiand ; but what part they received I cannot say, it being 
their ,own private transaction. 

21 1 His Excellency Benjamin Franklin, Esq. w^te me 
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the 4th of December, 1780, ^^he nnderstood the prise-mo- 
ney was not then received from the King.^' My corres- 
pondence will, I hopcy shew I have done my best to obtain 
payment. 

22. I have always considered and now consider the pri«- 
ibners taken by the squadron I commanded as the proper^ 
of the United States ; and I believe Mr. Franklin had assu- 
rance from government, to receive an equal number of pri- 
soners in France to exchange for the Americans in England, 
before he sent me orders to deliver up the prisoners 1 had 
taken to the Duke de la Vauguyon, Ambassador of France 
in Holland. After I returned to France, a cartd arrived 
at Morlex with an hundred Americans fion^ England. I had 
occasion to lay before government a paper mentioning die 
American prisoners remaining in En^nd ; and nothing wms 
either said or written to me by the King's ministen that 
could bear an unfavorable constructiott. On the contrary. 
Count Maurepas wrote me a very kind letter taqfremtg his 
general approbation of tfiat paper. 

23. I had command of the Serapis from flie time, the Bon 
homme Richard sunk until she was remasted, repaired, and 
fit for sea at the Texel. 

34. When ready for sea, I received a letter from his Ex- 
cellency Benjamin Franklin, Esq. referring pie to the am- 
bassador of France, Who sent for me to Amsterdam, and, 
after a dispute of thirteen hours, I yielded to go ftom oa 
board the Sempis to the command of the Alliance. This, 
as I afterward understood, was brought about throu^ BL 
le Ray de Chaumont. This will best appear by my corres- 
pondence on that subject. 

35. When ' Cant. Landais received orders to appear at 
Paris, His Excellency Benjamin Franklin, Esq. wrote me 
either to appoint a commander for the Alliance, or take it 
upon myseuC I had applied to him to name a commander, 
and he said he! had no fit person. I was in the same predi- 
eamenjt. Lieut. D^ge was the senior officer on boara, and 
my giving him an order to. act as commander, was matter of 
necessity, not of choice ; for, as I then expected to brii^ 
the Serapis to America, after having landed the prisoners 
in France, and as the Alliance was abominably dirty and 
out of order, I did not choose to go on board that ship aa 
captain. • 

^. 1 look command of the Alliance at last, by ihe autho* 
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rity and repeated order of His Excellency Beniamin Franks 
Xok^ Esq. I maj add I had also all the*authonty that could 
be given me by the Ambassador of France ; and I conceive 
m^ own authority, as commander in chief of the squadron, 
might justify me had I acted in consequence of it. 

27. The Alliance left the Texel the 97th of December, 
1779. 

38. The Alliance arrired in Spain the 1 6th of January, 
1780, and at Groaix without L^Orient, the lOOi of Febru- 
ary, 1780. 

29. At L'Orient the Alliance required very considerable 
repairs. She had not one good sail — had left the Texel 
with only one anchor, and had I not procured two new ca- 
bles from Amsterdam after I left the Serapis, I should have 
lost the Alliance at the Texel. 1 never round a frigate in 
so bad a conation. Epidemical disorders raged among the 
crew. The cutwater was loosened by laying in the trou^ 
of the swell in a gale of wind, while separated from the squad- 
ron in the North Seq. I was obliged to secure it with a haw- 
ser. The bowsprit was too long, ran out too much in a hori- 
zontal line, and was loose. The ballast was, a considerable 
part of it, laid before the magazine in the fore-peak, and on 
the breast hooks ; the rest was ranged along the wings, elected 
np at a very considerable distance from theKee],and above the 
dead-rising. The remainder of it was laid in the after-peak, 
and on the transums. The two fore guns had been carried 
and run out over the bow ; the after guns run out at the 
stem porta. The top-masts, yards, and ri^ng, were lai^ge 
enougn for a sixty-gun ship, and the tops were so ill made, 
and so narrow, as to give the masts no proper support. It 
is ioipossible to imagine a worse arrangement tmtn that of 
the store-rooms. They were divided and subdivided into 
little closets, nooks, and winding passages, and, instead of 
being adapted to contain the ship's stores, appeared onl]^ fit 
to lodge airt, and increase the quantity of rats, already im- 
mense. The magazine was not only inconvenient, but very 
insecure from fire, &c. There was no fit orlop for tiie ca- 
bles, and the sail-room could contain at most only om of the 
spare courses. The deck was burnt through under the 
hearth, and the bottom of the copper burnt out. Many 
obstructions of useless hatchways, dec, were in the way of 
^e recoil of the guns ; and the gangways were so ill contri- 
ved, as neither to afibid a convenient passage from the quar- 
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ter-deck to the forecastlet nor carer the men at the gmift in 
the waist* The mizen-mast stood too close to the nain- 
mast* The ship was Teiy crank — ^plunged very deep in a 
head sea, and could peither sail nor work as a firigale. I 
began to put that ship in order immediately on mj taking 
coouBand ; and after my arrival at L^Orient, the essentiiJ 
repairs were finished early in April, by the crew of the ship 
and fiMir or five American carpeatersY hired firom the Luzera 
to assist ours*, The materials of the old arrangement. did 
not fall much short of finishing the new. Judges have al- 
lowed; that when the business was finished every thing about 
that frigate was perfect. I know not what was the amooat 
of the disbursements. The accounts were never shewa to 
me ; but I understand from Mr. Ross, an expense of SO or 
40,000 livres was contracted afterward, by Capt. Landais aod 
fan advisers, which Mr. Franklin refused to pay. I took on 
board the Alliance 28 18-pounders, and 13 9-pounden,that 
I had aayself contracted for at Angouleme, tar the Boa 
homme Richard; also 76 chests of arms, aod 316 hands 
of powder, from the King^s^ magazine, and 1 had aHotted a 
place for the bates of clothing, afterward shipped in the 
orig Luke^ which the Alliance could have earned without 
any inconvenience, and I should also have endeavoured to 
take in part of the clothing that was made up. i 

30. MU le Ray de Chaumont had promised fixun day to 
day, to remit the government monies to L'Orient for the 
fiayment of wa^, and also 100,000 livres, in part of prizes 
meney, la be^ divided among the Americans of thesquadroa, 
tfien on board &e Alliance ; but at last, instead of complj- 
ing wi& eilh^, be prevailed on the Minister of the Marine 
to order the Serapis to be valued in the French way, for 
account of the King, and without giving the captors aoj 
satisfoction whatever, or obtaining their leave or consent, 
the woricmen in the port began to rip up the orlop decki 
and ail the interior work of that ship. Messrs. Goarhde 
and Moylaa did not interiere to prevent this. Mr. Lee took 
iBUch pains to persuade the people they had been sailii^ 
with me tn a pnvateerj would be detained in Europe during 
the war, and get no&ing at last. I found it impossihie to 
reason them into good humor, so as to go to sea ; they posi* 
tivdy declared t^ would not weigh anchor till they were 
iuUy paid, and wrote to this effect to Mr. Franklin. I wa» 
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tliea fffeatly disgosted with die treatment that, in cfpmr^ 
iinc$j 7 bad met with from M. de Sartioe, but which iir re^l* 
kf %d not proTe to be his fiiult, but that of H* le Ray de 
CfhaumoQt. Bat as I saw no waj of oTercomtng mj diffi- 
coltics by remaining at L^Orient, i, with the advice of Mn 
Samuel Wharton, and the majority of the Americans then 
anembied at L'Orient, waiting to proceed with me to Ame* 
rica, went up to court to demand the free sale of our prizes, 
agieeable to the laws of the American navy, Mr* Franklin 
went with me to the Minister, who^ contrary to my expect- 
ation, gave me the sKMt friendly welcome, and sent nnme- 
diate orders to publish the inventories and advertise the sale 
of all the prises. This, however, took up more time than 
had been imagined* I improved this moment and the iavor^ 
able dnposition of government, to ask for and obtain the 
Afiei, to assist the Alliance in transporting the clothing, &C., 
for our armies. I purpoMd to mount the Ariel with only 
16 guns, with 60 or 80 men ; and as I had left near 400 men 
in me Alliance, 1 had a cre# sufficient for both ships. Thus 
the Arid would hav^ carried a laiige quantity of public stores, 
and no additional expense would nave been incurred on ac- 
count of that ship. The men mast have been fed, whether 
in the Alliance or the Ariel, and being in part removed to 
the latter ship, the former would have had so much the less 
water and provision to carry. Upon learning that the sale 
of the prizes was protracted beyond expectation, I returned 
to L'Orient in die beginning of June, and as the sale was 
poblished, 1 hoped to be able to remove the idea of their 
having sailed in a ^^ privatetr^^^ and to be able to prevail 
with ue people to leave the prise-money to be settled by 
their agents in France, and to sail immediately with the two 
frigates and merchant riiips that waited my convoy ; but, to 
my great mortification, my scheme was entirely defeated by 
Mr. L^ee, Capt. Liandais, and his party. 

31 • 1 know not exactly the date of Admiral de Temey's 
sailings fn^m Brest for America, but think il was about the 
latter end of May. 

S^. I understood it was proposed to charter two ships 
from Messrs. Bondfield and Haywood, for the purpose of 
transporting from France the clothing and stores for our 
armiee, which was not concluded, because the tenns werfe 
thought too extravagant. 

33. 1 know the Marquis de la Fayette took much pains to 
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obtain cIottiiBg aad stores from govemipent. I never under- 
stood, that the funds for such purchase were put into the 
hands of the minister plenipotentiary of these States. The 
arms and powder came directly from^e King's manu&cto- 
ries. I understood M. le Ray de Ghaumont was princi* 
pally concerned in the purchase of the clothing, and &at he 
employed Mr. Williams of Nantes, who drew his bills on M. 
le Ray de Ghaumont, at sund^ usances ; but I am unable 
to say who employed M. le Ray de Ghaumont, or who is 
now charged to ship the clothing and stores for America. — 
Mr. Joseph Wharton, who was at Passy, and intimate both 
with Mr. Franklin and M. le Ray de Chaumont, when the 

Eurchase of clothing was made, and is -bow here, can, 1 be- 
ere, give a satisfactory answer respecting that transaction. 
34. The reasons already assigned will shew whjr Admiral 
de Teniey's convoy was not embraced for the Aluance. 

36. Gaptain Landais repossessed himself of the Alliance 
the 13th of June. Mi^ Lee and the rest of his council can 
best answer why he sailed contrary to my orders, as well as 
the orders of Mr. Franklin. The passengers he had on 
board were, Mr. Lee and his two nephews, Mr. M. Living- 
ston, Major Frazer, Mr. Brown, and three French officers 
now with the Marquis de la Fayette ; I heard of no otheis. 
I cannot answer as to what private property mi^t have been 
on board the Alliance, at the time she left France. 

36. The brig Luke appeared to be in veiy good condi- 
tion when she left France — was, I understand, owned by 
Mr. James Moylan. I believe she had some private fteif^ 
on board. 

37. 1 took command of tibe Ariel the beginnhig of Joae, 
when lent by the King, whose property she is, for a voyan 
from France to America, for ttie purpose I bsve alreiuSj 
mentioned* 

38. I have already explained what was the object of my 
taking command of the Ariel. If I had any personal view, 
it was to appear here to answer for my past conduct* I 
ba?& obeved orders, and refer to my correspondence. 

39. I have already said I never commanded under aay 
other c<\mmission thsLii that of the Gongress of these United 
States. 

40. I sent from France to flie Board of Admiralty a de- 
claration of my officers and men, shewing that the Ariel 
sailed from L'Orient to Groaix the 4tti cwf September, and 
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was detained in that road by storms and contrary winds till 
the 7th of October^ when I pnt to sea, the first time. 

41. The Ariel had on board for the Unttisd States Umt 
handred and thirty-seven barrels of powder, one hundred and 
forty-sii chests of arms, a quantity of medicine, a quantity 
of 1 2 and 9 pound shot, and a small quantity of sheet lead. 

42. It was well known at Nantes and L'Orient what time 
I was ready to sail. The Luke, Duke of Leitister, and a 
French lugger all bound here, sailed under my convoy. 1 
I had no official information, nor indeed any private cei&> 
tainty respecting captains or agents having charge of the 
public stores of any kind, — ^therefore I could not write to 
such persons offidgJly. 

43. I put to sea with the Ariel the second time the 18th of 
December last. 

44. I had on board, when I last sailed, the articles I have 
mentioned in my last answer but two, except the arms, 
which being wet when the Ariel was dismasted were left 

" under the care of Messrs. Gourlade and Moylan. 

45. I never knew officially in Europe, who were the 

American agents. The brig Luke sailed the second time 

about the last of October, before the Ariel was again masted. 

The clothing lav in the warehouse of Messrs. Gourlade and 

Moylan, the military stores being in the hands of the King's 

officers at Port Louis. Both were well acquainted with me 

time of my sailing : I waited ten or twelve days with a 

fair wind K>r the despatches. I do not believe either the 

King's officers, or Messrs. Gourlade and Moylan were au* 

thorized to ship any part of the public stores in their hands 

in any merchant ships that have in the course of last year 

been bound from France to America. 

46. No private merchandise came over in the Ariel tc^ 
my knowledge. There was on board some 8 or 10 small 
trunks and boxes, which I conceive to have been presents to 
the gentlemen of Congress. Mr. Ross, an old servant to 
the public, had his books and accounts on board. Tie pas- 
sengers had but little baggage. These triffing articles wer^ 

fiat into my own store room : and I am above deriving any 
enefit or profit whatever either from the passengers ^ or 
articles here mentioned. 

47. The officers and crew of the Ariel are at the expense 
of the United States, they are enlisted for three vears, ex- 
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cept some lew who entered at L'Qrieiit for one year after 
the ihip pat back there, as will best appear by die entry 
book* 

Having thus endeavored to answer all the qoestions that 
have be«a pat to me by the Board of Admiralty, I lay all my 
conreopondence on the subject of this inquiry before that 
board* I snbmit with the utmost deference my own con* 
duct to the impartial inspection of the board, and am with 
great respect, Sir,. Yours, &c. 

On the 14th of April ensuing, Congress, then in session, 
passed the followii^ vote of thanks : 

By the Unitei) States in Conoress assembled* 

' Saturdatf, April Uth, 17BI. 

On thenreport of a committee, consisting of Mr. Vamum, 
Mr* Houston, and Mr* Matthews, to whom was referred a 
motion of Mr* Varnum : 

The United States in Congress assembled, having taken 
into consideration the report of the Board of Adnmalty of 
the 28th of March last, respecting the conduct of John 
Paul Jones, Esq., captain in the navy, do 

Resolvej That the thanks of the United States in Con- 
gress assembled, be given to Captain John Paul Jones, for 
the zeal, prudence, and intrepidity with which he has aop- 
ported the honor of the American flag ; for his bold and 
successful enterprises to redeem from captivity the citizens 
of these States who had fallen under the power of the ene* 
my ; and in general for the good conduct and eminent ser- 
vices by which he has added lustre to his character, and to 
ithe American arms : ^ 

That the thanks of the United States in Congren assem- 
bled, be also given to the officers and men who have faith- 
fully served under him from time to time, for tfieir steady 
affection to the cause of their countiy, and the bravery and 
petseverance Ibey have manifested therein* 

The {subjoined letters from the Commander in Chiei^ Gen* 
Lafayette, and the Hon* John Adams, express in very hand- 
some terms, their opinion of the conduct and services of 
t^ommodore Jones : 
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Head'Quartersy Mew Windsor, May 19 th, 178 1. 
The Chevalier Paul Jones, Captain in the Nary of the 

United States. 
Sir, 
My partial acquaintance wiQi either our naval or com- 
mercial aflairB, makes it altogether impossible forme to ac- 
count for the unfortunate delay of those articles of military 
stores and clothing which have been so long provided in 
Prance. 

Had I had any particular reasons to have suspected yon 
of being accessoiy to that delay, which I assure you has not 
been the case, my suspicion would have been removed by 
the very full and satisfactory answers which you have, to 
the best of my judgment, made io the questions pnqposed to 
yen by the Board of Admiralty, and upon which that Board 
have, in their report to Congress, testified the high sense 
which they entertain of your merit and services. 

Whether our naval affairs have in general been well or 

ill conducted, would be presumptuous in me to determine. 

Instances of bravery and good conduct in several of our 

oflScers, have not, however, been wanting • delicacy forbids 

me to mention that' particular one which has attracted &e 

admiration of all the world, and which has influenced the 

niost illustrious Monarch to confer, a mark of his favor, 

which can only be obtained by a lon^ and honorable service. 

or by the permrmance of some brilhant action. 

That you may long enjoy the reputation you have so just- 
ly acquired, is uie sincere wish of. 

Sir, your most obedient, and very humble servant, 

GeOHGS WASRIlfOTOK. 

Alliance^ off Boston^ Dec. 22il, 1781. 
John Paul Jones, Esq., Chevalier of the Royal Order of 
Military Merit, Conmiander of the ship of the line Ame- 
rica, at Portsmouth in New Hampshire. 

Sir, 
I have been honored with your polite favor, my dear 
Paul Jones, but before it reached me 1 was already on board 
the Alliance, and every minute expecting to put to sea. It^ 
^would have afforded me great satisfiiction to pay my re- 
spects to the inhabitants of Portsmouth, and the State in 
^which yoo are for the present. As to the pleasnre to take 
vou by the hand, my dear Paul Jones, you know iqjr affec- 
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tioaate sentiments, and my very great regard for yoa, bo that 
I need not add any thing on that subject. 

Accept of my best thanks for the kind expreations in your 
letter. His Lordship^s (Lord Comwallis) downfall is agreat 
event, and the greater, as it was equally and amicably simred 
by the two allied nations* Your coming to the army I bad the 
honor to command, would have been considered as a reiy 
flattering compliment to one who loves you and knows your 
worth. I am impatient to hear that you are ready to safl; 
and I am of opimon that we ought to unite under vou eveiy 
continental ship we can muster, with such a boay ofweD 
appointed mannes (trouper de mer) as might cut a good 
figure ashore, and then give you plenty of provisions and 
earU blanche. 

I am sonr I cannot see you : I also had many thiDgs to 
tell you. Write me by good opportunities, but not oS^ in 
ciphers, unless the matter is very important. On my arri- 
val in France, I will be able to let you know about the one 
you gave mo, but am almost certain I have got it. 

Your friends will be happy to hear from you : and I, my 
dear Sir, need not tell you that your letters will be grate- 
fully acknowledged, by, &c. Lafayette. 

Haguey August 1 2f A, 1 783. 
JoH2f Paul Jones, Esq., Commander of the America, zt 

Portsmouth, New Hampshire. 
Dear Sir, 

I had yesterday the pleasure of receiving your favor of 
the lOth of December last, and am much obliged to yoo for 
your care of the airticles which Mr. Moylan, at my desire, 
sent to my &mily. 

The command of the America could not have been more 
judiciously bestowed, and it is with impatience that I wish 
her at sea, where she will do honor to her name* Nothing 
gives me so much surprise, or so much regret, as the inatten- 
tion of my countrymen to their navy : it is a. bulwark as 
essential as it is to Great Britain. It is less codtly than ar- 
mies, and more easily removed from one end of the United 
States to the other. Our minister of finance used to be a 
great advocate for this kind of defence. I hope he has not 
altered his sentim^tits concerning it. 

Every day shows that tfie B^tavians have not whofly lost 
Iheir ancient character. They were always timid ano slow 
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in adopting their political sjrstems, but ahrajm firm and aUe 
in fiopport of fhem, and always braye and actiire in war* 
They nave hiflierto been restrained by ttietr chieft ; but, if 
the war continues, they will shew that they are possessed 
of the spirit of liberty, and that they have lost none of their 
great qualities. 

Rodney's victory has intoxicated Britain again to such a 
d^[ree that I think there will be no peace for some time. In- 
deed, if I could see a prospect of half a dozen line-of-battle 
shipji under the Amencan flag, commanded by Commodore 
Paul Jones, engaged with an equal British force, I appre* 
hend the event would be so glorious for the United States, 
and lav so sore a foundation for their prosperitV) that it 
would be a^rich compensation for a continuance of the war. 

However, it does not depend upon us to finish it. There 
is but one way to finish it, and that is — Buigoynizing Carl- 
ton in New York. 

1 should be happy to hear from you, and remain, &c. 

John Adams. 

After Temaining a short time in the United States, Jones 
was appointed on the 36th of June, 1781, unanimously by bal- 
lot, to the command of the America, one of the 74 gun ships 
ordered to be built by a resolution of Congress of ttie 30th 
of November, 1776. 

The following is the resolution adopted on the occasion : 

In Congress, June 36th, 1781. 
Congress proceeded to the appointment of a captain 
to command the ship America 74, and the ballots being 
taken, John Paul Jones, Elsq. was unanitnouslt/ elected. 

-In superintending the construction of this vessel, he was 
engaged sixteen months. But the King of France having, 
about this time, lost a ship of that class from his navy, the 
United States made a present of the America to him to sup- 
ply the place of the one that was lost. 

The annexed is the resolution passed by Congress on the 
occasion:— r -» ^ 

... -' ^-^ In CoNoaBSs, September 3d, 1783. 
Whereas tlie Magnifique, a 74 gun riiip belonging to 
the fleet -of His Most Christian Majesty, commanded by the 
Marquis de Vaudreuil, has been lately lost by accident in the 
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barbor of Boston^ and jCongreas are desirouB of testifyioR on 
this occasion to his Majesty, the sense they entertain of hb 
generoas exertions in behalf of (he United States : — 

Resoiveij That the agent of marine be, and he is herebj 
instructed to present the America, a 74 gun ship, in tbe 
name of tbe United States, to the Chevalier de la Luzerne* 
for the service of his Most Christian Majesty* 

The following letter from the Hon. Robert Morris was 
written to Jones with the intention, no doubt, of soothing hid 
feelings under this severe disappointment : 

Chevalier Paul Jones. 

Dear Sir, Marine office^ SepL 4tA, 1782. 

The enclosed resolution* will shew you thcdestination of 
the ship 'America. Nothing could be moije pleasing to me 
than this disposition, excepting so far as you are aflfected by 
it* I know you so well as to be convinced that it mast 
give you great pain, and I sincerely sympathize witfi you : 
but, although you will undeigo much concern at being de- 
prived of this opportunity to reap laurels on your favourite 
field, yet your regard for France will, in some measure, 
alleviate it, and to this your good sense will naturally add 
tbe delays which must have happened in fitting this ship for 
sea* I must entreat of you to continue your inspection 
until she is launched, and to uige forwai^ the business* 
When that is done if you will come hither, I will explain to 
you diie reasons which led to this measure, and my views for 
employing you in the service of your country. Tou will, 
on your route, have an opportomty of conferring with the 
General, on the place you mentioned to me m one of 
your letters. 

i pray you to believe me your affectionate friend, &c. 

Robert Morris* 

Jones was then left widiout employment ; and, ever im* 
patient when not occupied, he addressed, in 1782, a long 
memorial to the United States' minister of marine, in which 
he set forth his claims to promotion, and submitted some 

* Rawltttioii of ConfTMi of September 3d, 1782, da^cting the pre« 
■entatkn to Hii Mejeaty theKinr of Fneoe, of tiie Americe, to raphes 
^Magnifiqoe which ha4 been lately loit bj aooident m the faariMr of 

Boston. 
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projects and su^estions, which, had they been adopted, 
wouM have had the eJBTect to bring him once more into ser- 
vice. As several passaeefi in that memorial may prove in- 
teresting to our naval officers, a few of tiiem are inserted 
from the rough draft in the hands of the author. Some of 
the extracts here published, appear to have been crossed and 
cancelled by Jones himself, so that they were probably not 
. communicated to the Board of Admiralty* 

ft 

The United States' Minister of Marine. 

Sir, Philadelphia, Sept. 22ij, 1782. 

The beginning of onr navy, as navies now rank, was so 
angulariy small, that 1 am of opinion it has no precedent 
in histoiy. Was it a proof of madness in the first corps of 
sea officers, at so critical a period, to have launched out on 
the ocean with only two armed merchant ships, two armed 
brigantines, and one armed sloop to make war against such 
a power as Great Britain ? 

To be diffident is not always a proof of ignorance ; but 
sometimes the contrary. I was offered a captain's com- 
mission at the first to command the Providence, but declined 
it. Let it, however, be remembered, that there were three 
grades of sea lieutenants established by the act of Congress 
of tibe 33d of December, 1775, and as I had the honor to 
be placed at the head of the first of those grades, it is not 
quite fair to confound me with the last. I had sailed be- 
fore this Revolution in armed ships and frigates, yet when I 
came to try my skill, I am not ashamed to own I did not find 
myself perfect in the duties of a first lieutenant. If mid- 
night study, and the instruction of the greatest and most 
learned sea officers, can have given me advantages, I am not 
without them. I confess, however, I have yet to learn. It 
is the work of many years' study and expenence, to acquire 
the high degree of science necessary for a great sea officer. 
Cruising after merchant-ships, the service in idiich our firi- 
gates have generally been employed, affords, I may say no part 
of the knowledge necessary for conducting fleets and tneir 
operations. There is now, perhaps, as much difference be- 
tween a battle between two ships and an engagement between 
two fleets, as there is between a duel and a ranged battle 
between two armies. 

The English, who boast so much of their navy, never 
fought a ranged battle on the ocean, before the war tiiat is 
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uow ended. The battle off Usbant was, on their part, likt: 
their former ones irregular ^ and Admiral Ke|^pel could 
only justify himself by the example of, Hawke m our re< 
membrance, aad of Russel in the last century. From that 
moment the English were forced to study ana to imitate the 
French in their evolutions. They never gained any advan- 
t^ when they had to do with equal force, and the unfor- 
tunate defeat of Count de Grasse was owing more to the 
i unfavorable circumstance of the wind coming ahead four 

points at the beginning of the battle, which put his fleet into 
the order of echiquier when it was too late to tack, and of 
calms and currents afterward, which brought on an entire 
disorder, than to the admiralship or even the vast superio- 
rity of Rodney, who had forty sail of the line against uiirtj, 
and five three deckers against one. By the account of 
•ome of the French, officers Rodney might as well have 
been asleep, not having made a second signal during the 
battle, so that every captain did as he plea^. 

The Englisb are very deficient in signals as well as in 
naval tactic. This 1 know, having in my possession their 
present fiditing and sailing instructions, which compreheud 
aU their signals and evolutions. Lord Howe has, indeed, 
made some hnprovements by borrowing firom the French. 
But Kempenfelt, who seems to have been a more promisiog 
officer, had made still greater improvement, by the lame 
means. It waa said of Kempenfelt, when he was drowned 
( in the Royal George, England had lost her du Pavillioo. 

That |reat man, the Chevalier du Pavillion, commanded 
the Tnunmhant, and was killed in the last battle of Count de 
Grasse. France kmt in him one of her greatest naval tac- 
ticians, and a man who had besides the honor, in 1773, to 
invent the new system of naval signak, by which 1600 
orders, questions, answers, and informations, can* without 
confusion or misconstmction, and with the greatest celerity 
be communicatied through a great fleet. It was his fixed 
opiniDQ that a smaller number of signals would be in- 
\ sufficient. 

A captain of the line must at this day be a tactician* A 
captain of a cruising firi^te may make shift without having 
ever heard of naval tactics. Until I arrived in France and 
became acquainted with that great tactician Count D'Orvil- 
iters, aad his judicious assistant the Chevalier du Pavillion, 
who each of them honored me with iostructions respecting 
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the science of governing the operations, <kc« of a fleet, t 
confess I wag not sensible how ignorant I had been before 
that time, of naval tactics. I have already said, there were 
three grades of sea lieutenants, established by the act of 
Ccmgresfl, of the 23d of December, 1775. If I may be 
allowed at this day to judge, it would be sound wisdom to 
re-adopt the same numner of subaltern grades, exclusive of 
midshipmen, under the same, or some other denomination. 
From the observations I have made, and what I have read^ 
it is my opinion, that in a navv there ought to be at least as 
many graaes below a captain of the line, as there are below a 
colonel of a regiment. Even the navy of France is defi- 
cient in subaltern grades, and has paid dearly for that error 
in its constitution, joined to another of equal magnitude, 
which authorizes ensigns of the navy to take charge of a 
watch on board ships of the line. One instance may be 
sufficient to shew this. The Zele, in the night between the 
Iltb and .12th of April, 1783, ran on board the Ville de 
Paris, which accident was the principal cause of the unfor^ 
tunate battle that ensued next aay between Count de Grassc, 
and Admira] Rodney. That accident in all probability 
would not have happened, had the deck of the Zel£ been at 
the time commanded by a steady experienced lieutenant of 
the line^ instead of a young ensign. The charge of the 
deck of a ship of the line, should in my judgment never be 
entrusted to an officer under twenty-five years of age. At 
that time of life he may be supposed to have served nine or 
ten years, aiterm not more than sufficient to have furnished 
him with the necessary knowledge for so great a charge. It 
is easy to conceive that the mind of officers must become 
uneasy, when they are continued too long in any one grade, 
which must happen (if regard be paid to the good of the 
service) where there are no more subaltern grades than 
midshipman and lieutenant. Would it not be wiser to raise 
young men by smaller steps and to increase the number ? I 
have many things to offer respecting the formation of our 
Davy, but shall here.limit myself to one, which I think a pre* 
iiminary to the formation and establishment of a naval con^ 
stitution suitable to the local situation, resources, and preju- 
dices of the Continent* 

The constitution adopted for the navy in the year 1775, 
and by which it has been governed ever since, and crumbled 
away I may say to nothing, is so very defective, that I am 
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of opinion it would be difficult to spoil it. Much wisdonif 
and more knowledge than we possess, is in my bumble 
opinion necessary to the formation of such a naval consti- 
tution as is absolutely wanting. If when our finances ena- 
ble us to go on, we should set out wrong, as we did in the 
year 1775, but much more so after the arrangement, or 
rather derangement of rank in 1776, much money may be 
thrown away to little or no purpose. We are a young peo- 
ple, and need not be ashamed to ask advice from nations 
older and more experienced in marine affairs than ourselves. 
This I conceive might be done in a manner that would be 
received as a compliment by several or perhaps all thema- 
rine powers of Europe, and at the same time would enable 
us to collect such helps as would be of vast use when we 
come to form a constitution for the creation and eovenunent 
of our marine, the establishment and police of oar dock- 
yards, academies, hospitals, &c., and the general police of 
our seamen throughout the Continent. These considera- 
tions induced me on my return from the fleet of .his Excel- 
lency the Marquis de Vaudreuil to propose to you to lay my 
ideas on the subject before Congress, and to propose sending 
a proper person to Europe in a handsome frigate to display 
our flag in the ports of th^ difierent marine powers, to offer 
them the free use of our ports, and propose to them com* 
mercial advantages, &c. — And then to ask permission to visit 
their marine ar8enals,to be informed howmey are furnished 
both with men, provision, materials, and warlike stores ; by 
what police, and officers they are governed, how and firom 
what resources the officers and men are paid, &c. — ^Tbeline 
of conduct drawn between the officers of ti^e fleet, and the 
officers of the ports, &c. — ^Also the armament and equipineot 
of the difierent ships of war with their dimensions, the num- 
ber and qualities of their officers and men, by what police 
they are governed in port and at sea, how and from what re- 
sources tney are fed, clothed and paid, &c. ; and the gene- 
ral police of their seamen, academies, hospitals, &c. If 
you still object to my projects on account of^the expense of 
sending a frigate to Earope and keeping her there till the 
business can be efiected, I think it may be done, thou^ per- 
haps not with the same dignity, without a frigate. My plan 
for forming a proper corps of sea officers, is by teaching tnem 
the naval tactics in a fleet of evolution. To lessen Ae ex- 
pense as much as possible, I would compose that fleet of fri- 
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gates instead of ships of the line : on board of each I would 
ha?e a little academy, where the officers should be tau^t 
tbe principles of mathematics and mechanics, when off duty. 
When in port the young officers should be obliged to attend 
at tbe academies established at each dokJc-yard, where they 
should be tau^t the principles of every art and science that 
is necessary to form the character of a great sea officer. And 
eveiT commission officer of the navy should have free access, 
and be entitled to receive instruction gratis at those acade- 
mies. All thb would be attended with no very great ex- 
pense, and the public advantage resulting from it would be 
immense. I am sensible it cannot be immediately adopted, 
and that we must first look about for ways and means ; but 
the sooner it is adopted the better. We cannot, like tbe 
ancients, build a fleet in a month, and we ought to take ex- 
ample from what has lately befallen Holland. 

In time of peace it is necessary to prepare, and be always 
prepared for war by sea. I have had the honor to be pre- 
sented with copies of the signals, tactics, and police that have 
been adopted under the different Admirals of France and 
Spain during the war, and have in my last campaign seen 
fhem put in practice. While I was at Brest, as well as 
while J was inspecting the building of the America, as I had 
furnished myself with good authors, I applied much of my 
leisure time to the study of naval architecture and other 
matters that relate to the establishment and police of dock- 
yards, &c. I however feel myself bound to say again I 
have yet much need to be instructed. 

Disappointed in the command of the America, and un- 
willing to remain an idle spectator of the passing scene. 
Commodore Jones exerted himself to obtain permission 
from Congress to join the French fleet then in we United 
States, under the command of the Marquis de Vaudreuil, 
on an expedition against the island of Jamaica. In this 
application he was successful, being aided by his friend the 
Hoa. R. Morris, who procured for him the gratification of 
his wishes : 

Marine (^ce, Oct. dth, 1782. 
Chevalier Paul Jones, Portsmouth. 

Sir, 
I have received your letter of the 22d of last month. 
The sentiments contained in it will always reflect the high^ 



a 

I 



est honor upon your character. They have Biade so stroxig 
an impression upon my mind that I immediately transnut- 
ted an extract of your letter to Cot^ess. I doubt bot but 
they will view it in the same manner which I bare done. 

I am, &c. 

Robert Morris. 

Marine office, Philadelphia^ J^ov. ^dth, 1782. 

The President of Congress. 
Sir, 

I do myself the honor to enclose your Excellency the 
copy of a letter received this morning from the Chevalier 
Paul Jones. The present state of our affairs does not 
permit me to employ that valuable officer, and I confess 
that it is with no ^rnall degree of concern that I consider 
the little probability of rendering his talents useful to that 
country, which he has already so faithfully served, and with 
so great disinterestedness. 

His present desire to be sent with the Marquis de Vau- 
dreuil ta join Count d'Estaing on hb projected expedition 
irom Cadiz against Jamaica &c.« coDsists with all hb for- 
mer conduct ; and it will, I dare say, be a very pleasing 
reflection to Congress, that he is about to pursue a know- 
ledge of his profession, so as to become still more useful if 
ever he should be again called to the comnoand of a squad- 
ron or fleet. I should do injustice to my own feelings^ as 
well as to my country, if I did not most wannly recommend 
this gentleman to the notice of Congress, who&e favor he 
has certainly merited by the most signal services and sa- 
crifices. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

R. Morris. 

By the United States in Congress assembled, December 

4th, 1782. 

On the report of a committee to whom was referred a 
letter of the 29tb November, from the agent of marine, 
enclosing a copy of a letter of the same date to him from 
Capt. J. P. Jones — 

Resolved, That the agent of marine be informed ttiat 
Congress having a high sense of the merit and services of 
Capt. J. P. Jones, and being disposed to favor the Eeal 
nianifested by him to acquire improvement in the line of 
his profession, do grant the permission which he requests ; 
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and diat the said agent be instructed to recommend him ac- 
cordingly to the countenance of his Excellency the Mar* 
quis deVaudreuil. 

Extract from the minutes. 

George Bon d. Dtp, Stcrttary. 

Extract from the Journal of Commodore John Paul Jones^ 
prepared by him for his Majesty, Louis XVL 

When I foresaw that the plan concerted between M. La 
Luzerne and Mr* Morris, according to all appearances, would 
not succeed, I addressed Congress without loss of time. On 
the 4th of December, 1 782, 1 obtained an .act of that body 
permitting me to embark on board the fleet of your Majes- 
ty, at Boston, under the command of the Marquis de Van- 
dreuil, for the purpose of joining the Count D^Estaing in 
im expedition against Jamaica* 

The appearances were vei^ favorable, since of all those 
who were appointed to^erve in this expedition, no one knew 
the island of Jamaica so well as myself; and as the Marquis 
D'Estaing had commanded a fleet of more than seventy sail 
of the hne, and a large body of troops, I had the flattering 
faope of finding myself in the first military school in the 
world, in which I should be able to render myself useful, 
and to acquire knowledge very important for conducting 
great military Operations. 

M. de Vaudreuil received me with distinction on board' 
hia own vessel, the Triumphant, and lodged me in his cham- 
ber of council, with M. le Baron de Viomenil, who qom- 
manded the troops. By order of the Marquis de Vaudreuil, 
a squadron, consisting of ten sail of the line, two frigates, 
and a cutter, left Boston the 24th of December. The in- 
tention of the Marquis was to join, ofi^ Portsmouth, two other 
ships of the line, the Augqstus and the Pluto, which were 
then in that port, and under the command of his brother, 
iSot the America was not then ready to put to sea ;) but a 
storm and contrary winds prevented this junction, and pla- 
ced the .squadron in a dangerous situation, from the proxi- 
mity of ice and the Bay of Fundy. The Admiral then made 
an attempt to join the Fantasque, with the troops which he 
bmoght from Rhode-Island, with the ^ame results. The 
squadron havii^ lost sij^t of many vessels laden with troops, 
and twenty merchant vessels firom Boston, directed its course 
towards the island of Porto Rico. 
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When they came within sight of this island, the Marqios 
deVaudreuil learnt tliat Admiral Hood was cruising off Cape 
Francois, with 16 sail of the line, and that Admiral Pigot, 
with a laiger force, was at St. Lucie, so that the enemy 
would necessarily consider the squadron of the Marquis de 
Vaudreuil an easy prey, which could not escape from Hood 
or from Pigot. 

M. le Marquis de Vaudreuil remained off St. John^s, Porto 
Rico, for ten days, and made all kinds of naval evolutions, 
and then he took sixteen sail of merchantmen, arrived from 
France, and convoyed them to the west end of that island* 

Some light vessels of observation, which Admiral Hood 
had sent on a cruise, perceived the squadron in die Mona 
Passage, and went fmmediately to inform him that the Mar- 
quis de Vaudreuil had sailed by the south side of St. Do- 
mingo, in order to go to some port on the west of that iai* 
and, or on the east of Cuba, for his expedition against Ja- 
maica. They were mistaken : the squadron directed ita 
course to the south, more to windward, and passed in sight 
of the island of Cura<;oa, near the coast of South-America. 

The rendezvous which had been fixed between Don So- 
lano and the Marquis de Vandreail, at Cape Francois, after* 
the defeat of Count de Grasse, was kept in the greatest se- 
crecy, and no person had the least suspicion that it was Porto 
Cabello, about 20 leagues to the windward of Cura9oa» — 
The squadron beat against the wind for three weeks along 
the coast, against a current which drove the merchant ves- 
sels out of sight to the leeward ; and as he had neither pilots 
nor good charts of this coast on board the squadron, the 
Bourgoyne, of 74 guns, ran upon a rock in the night, about 
two leagues from the coast, and was entirely lost, with 20O 
men, including officers, among the number was the first lieu- 
tenant. The Triumphant arrived at Porto Cabello the 1 8tfa 
of February, 1783; the Augustus and Pluto had arrived 
some days before, and the other vessels of the fleet betook 
themselves, one after another, to places of safety. 

Don Solano was to have joined the Marquis de Vaudreuil 
at Porto Cabello in December. He did not keep his word, 
and no news was received of his squadron at Porto Cabello. 
The anxiety which this disappointment occasioned, while 
at the same time no news was received firom Europe, so 
affected the spirits of many of the officers ttiat they fell sicic^ 
and I myself was dangerously ill. 
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Finally, the news of a general peace was brought from 
France by a frigate. The most brilliant success, and the 
most instructive experience in the art of war, could not 
have given me a pleasure comparable to that which I recei* 
ved when I learned that Great Britain, after so long a con- 
test, had been forced to acknowledge the independence and 
sovereignty of the United States of America. 

On the 8th of April, 1783, the day after the cessation of 
hoBtiKties, the squadron left Porto (Jabello, and after a pas- 
sage of ei^t days, arrived in safety at Cape Francois. 

The Spanish fleet had left Havana for Porto Cabello, and, 
on learning the news of the peace at Porto Cabello, directed 
its course for Cape Francois, and arrived there some days 
before the Marquis de Vaudreuil. 

I delayed but little time at Cape Francois, where I recei- 
ved the particular attentions of M. Belle Combe, the Go* 
vernor. I embarked then for Philadelphia, penetrated with 

Stitude for all the attentions which had been shewn me by 
Marquis de Vaudreuil, Baron Viomenil, and the other 
officers, during the five months I spent on board the fleet of 
^ your Majesty. 

My health was not confirmed during the rest of the sum* 
men I recovered it in the autumn, from the use of the cold 
bath. 

I addressed myself then to Congress for authority to re- 
turn to Europe, and there to arrange with the court of France 
the payment of the prize-money due to the officers and men 
who had served on board the squadron which I had com- 
manded in Europe. And the Congress gave me the autho- 
rity, by a resolution passed at Princeton, the 1st of Sep- 
tember, 1783. 

Copy of a letter from His Excellency the Marquis de Vau- 
PREuiL, Lieut, General of the Navy of France, Com- 
mander of the Royal* and Militair order of St. Louis, 
comnMinding the squadron of His Most Christian Majesty 
in the West Indies, to His Excellency the ChevaUer de 
I.A Luzerne, Minister Plenipotentiary of France in 
America. ^ 

Sir, Cape Francois, April 20/A, 1783. 

The peace which has been so much desired, and which 
is going to make the happiness of America, since it puts 
the seal to her liberty, terminates our projects. We shall 
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sail for France id a week with the troops^ under the com- 
mand of the Baron de ViomeniL The other raiments 
will sail as soon as there will be vessels ready to transport 
them. 

Mr* Paul Jones, who had embarked with me is aboat re* 
turning to his dear country. I was very glad to have him. 
His well deserved reputation had made him very accepta-' 
ble to me, not doubting but that we would have had some 
opportunities in whic^h his talents might have shone foith; 
but peace, of which I cannot but be glad, puts an obstacle 
in the way ;-^-«o we must pari. Permit me, Sir, to re<|ueat 
of you the favor of recommending him to his sapenors. 
The intimate acquaintance which I made with him since 
he has been on board the Triumphant, makes me take a 
lively interest in what concerns him, and I shall be very- 
much obliged to you if you will find the means of being 
serviceable to him. 

Peace will not restore you to your country. On account 
of the great services which you render to France, it will be 
necessarv for you to remain in America a long ticae; 
but you have ttie consolation to be amongst a people who 
love and respect you : thus it is for you a secona home, 
which you have acquired by your virtues and talents* 

I am, &c. 

Le Marquis ds VaudrI^cil* 

Desirous of procuring a final adjustment of the claim for 
prize-money due in Europe to himself and others, the Che- 
valier Jones appUed to Congress to be appointed agent for 
the settlement of that business. The Congress consented, 
and, on the first of November, 1783, passed the following 
resolution : — 

In Congress, November Ist, 1783, 
On the report of Mr. S. Huntington, Mr. A. Lee, and 
Mr. Duane, to whom were referred a letter from CsfU John 
Paul Jones to the agent of marines, of the 1 3tfa ofUctober, 
and a letter from him to Congress, of the 18th of the same 
month, 

Resohedj That Capt. John Paul Jones be and he hereby 
is recommended to the Minister Plenipotentiary of the Uni- 
ted States at the Court of Versailles, as agents ^o solicit, 
under the direction of the said Minister, for payment and 
iatisfaction to the officers and crews for all prizes taken in 
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Europe under his command, and to which they are anywise 
entitled. And the said Capt. John Paul Jones shall receive 
the commissions usually allowed in such cases out of the 
money which he shall recover, as agent for the said prizes^ 
in full compensation for his services and expenses : Provi- 
ded alwaysy that the said Capt« John Paul Jones, previous 
to his entering upon the execution of the said trust, shall 
give to the Superintendent of Finance, for the benefit of all 
concerned, sumcient bonds, with good security, for the faith- 
ful discharge thereof, and for the just payment of the sapfie 
to the said Superintendent of Finance, to be by him distri- 
buted to those persons who may be entitled thereto : 

Resolved, That the agent of marine provide Capt* Jones 
with a passage to France in the ship Washington. 

Repairing to Paris, he there found a competitor in M« le 
Ray de Chaumont, who claimed to have been the one who 
planned the expedition for intercepting the Baltic fleet, to 
have had the direction of it under the orders of the King's 
ministers, and insisted that, as the cost of the enterprise had 
been defrayed by the treasury of France, the distribution of 
the prize-money ought to be made in pursuance of the pro- 
visions of the ordinances of the kingdom, which would have 
caused a deduction of four deniers per livre, for the benefit 
of the Hospital of Invalids, at Paris. To these pretensions, 
Jones replied with considerable acrimony. He contended 
that the force he commanded was under the commission, 
laws, and flag of the United States ; that the officers and 
men were engaged, as under his command, in the American 
navy; that he received his orders, as an American officer, 
from the Minister of Congress ; and that, consequently, the 
captors were entitled to be treated according to the laws of 
the n^vy of the United States. He remarked, moreover, 
to the Marshal de Castries, ttie Minister of Marine, that 
w'hatever understanding there might have been between the 
two governments, respecting the expense of the armament, 
it made not- the least diflerence to the captors. The fol- 
lowii^ correspondence will evince the indefatigable indus- 
try of the conunodore, the zeal with which he prosecuted 
the interests of the brave men who served under his conv- 
mand, in 1779, in endeavoring to influence the French 
court in favor of their ri^ts, and the success which attend- 
ed his efforts* It will show that, in a just cause, he was asr 

li 



250 

intrepid in his contests in die 'cabinet as on the ocean, and 
that his knowledge of the human character was in each situ- 
ation alike useful to him. 

To the Honorable Captain John Paul Jones, Commander 
in the. service of the United States of America. 

In pursuance of a resolution of Congress of the first of 
November, 1783, a copy whereof is hereunto annexed,! do 
hereby authorize and direct you to solicit, as agent, for pay- 
ment and satisfaction to the officers and cre^s, citizens or 
subjects of the said United States, for all prizes taken in 
Europe under your' command, and to which they are in any* 
wise entitled, and in whose hands soever the prize-money 
may be detained. 
Given at Passy, this 17th day of December, 1783. 

B. Franklin, Minister Plenipotentiary firom 
the United States of America at the 
Court of France. 

Paris J Fehntart/ l^f, 17B4. 
His ExccUency the Marechal Castries, ) 
Minister of Marine. ) 

My Lord Markchal, 
As I wish to give your Excellency as little tro^le as may 
be respectii^ the money arising from the prizes taken by the 
squadron I had the honor to command in Europe, I faive 
waited since the day yon did me the honor to present me 
to His Majesty until tUs moment, in order to give yon ffofi- 
cient time for any arrangement that you might find essentid^ 
before the division should take place between ttie sbipB and 
vessels that composed the force under my command vAttn 
the prizes were taken. I now do myself the honor to trans- 
ftitt you the enclosed official letter on that subject, from Mr. 
'Franklin, Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States, 
containing a copy of my credentials, as agent, from Congress, 
of which 1 had occasion to render an account on my arrival. 
I also enclose a statement of the force, in guns and men, of 
each ship and vessel that composed the squadron I command- 
ed, which is the only paper essential to the first divhioo of 
&e prize-money. It is the custom, in cases like the present, 
to multiply the number of the crew by the sum of the calibre 
of the cannon mounted on board each ship. The prodact 
gives the intrinsic force, in proportion to which the share of 
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the pnze-inoQey arising to each ship is determined. Oa 
that ground it is my duty to claim the proportion arising to 
the Bou homiae Richard and the Alhance ; their proper- 
tiofis will afterward he divid^ by the American Superin- 
tefident of Finance^ agreeably to the rules of the American 
oavf , between the officers and crews of these two ships. 

The subdivision of the shares of the other ships and ves- 
sele, in proportion tp their force in men and metal, of the 
prizes in which t^ey are concerned, will remain with your 
Excellency to determine as may be most agreeable to the 
respective officers and men. As those ships and vessels 
were entirely His Majesty's property, and their officers and 
naen composed of French subjects, 1 do not presume to in- 
terfere in their respect any &rther than to pray your Excel- 
lency, in the most earnest manner, to render them and aU 
concerned that immediate justice to which all Europe knows 
tbeir distinguished services so highly entitle them. As near-* 
ly four years and a half have already elapsed since those 
ca|>tures were made, 1 rely on the kind promise you gave 
9ie ttiat the prize-money shall now be immediately settled. 
I am, with profound respect, my Lord Marechal, 
Your most obedient and most humble servant, 

Parisj February 18/A, 1784. 

His Excellency ttie,Marechal ds Castkiss, &c. 

Mv LfORD Marechal, 
I have examined, as you desired, the account that was 
laid before your Excellency by M. Chandon,'on the papers 
that have by your orders been put into his hands by M. le 
Ray de Chaumont, relative to the prizes that were made by 
the squadron I had the honor to command in Europe, under 
the flag and commission of the United States, and under the 
orders of Mr. Franklin, the American Minister Plenipoten^ 
tiary at the court of France. 

Permit me, my Lord; before I make any observations on 
the accoant, as it there stands, to lead back your attention 
to some circumstances which I presume induced the govem- 
tnent of France to ask, first of Mr. Franklin, and afterward 
of the other American Commissioners, that I might be pei^ 
mitted to remain in Europe to command such expeditions^ 
vv^ith a.force at the expense of France, but under the, flag 
and commission of America. 
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My conduct from the beginning of the war till the cap- 
ture of Gen. Burgoyne had so much commended me to the 
fiivor of Congress, that I was sent to Europe with the news 
of that glorious event, and with orders to the American 
minister in France to put under my command, in addition 
to the ship I then had, a very l^rge frigate mounting a bat- 
tery of 36 pounders, then at Abdsterdam called the Indien. 
Soon after I came to France, the treaty of Alliance was 
concluded, and the property of the Indien was with my con- 
sent assigned over to* the King, on account of difficulties 
that arose in Holland about getting that ship to sail. On tte 
10th of February, 1778, being at Nantes, and having there 
received some very particular and late advice from America 
Fespecting the pretended force of the British ships and vessels 
of war under Lord Howe, I wrote to Mr. Deane and commu- 
nicated the exact plan that was afterward adopted, from Tou- 
lon, under the command of the Count de Estaing, which, bad 
it been immediately adopted from Brest, would have pat an 
end to the Briti.sh power in America. Sopn afterward, when 
the alliance between France and America^ was announced, I 
transmitted my ideas through Count D^Orvilliers, at Brest, 
to M. de Sartine. I proceeded into the Irish Channel, 
made several descents, took and destroyed a number of 
ships, and among other prizes brought in with me a British 
frigate of superior force, that had been sent out expressly 
to take me. I also made prisoners, a^id brou^twith me 
twice the number of my crew. It was, as Mr. Franklin in* 
formed me by a letter dated at Passy, June Ist, 1778, the 
account that had been given of my conduct &c. by Count 
D'Orvilliers that then determined the government of France 
to invite me to remain in Europe. I received from the 
then minister of marine the most flattering hopes and promi- 
ses, btit his performance fell far short. He receivea from 
me through the hands of M. Le Ray de Chaumont, tnamf 
ideas on me secret expeditioi^s I wished to have comiaan^ 
ed; among which were the interception of the Etaltic 
fleet, and the destruction of the Hudson's Bay establish- 
ment. I was, however, trifled with for moire than a jrear, 
before I could say I had a force under my command. This 
was, I think, owing chiefly to the ill-judged confidence 
which the minister placed in M. de Chaun^ont, who showed 
neither judgment nor secrecy. On that account many en* 
terprises were laid aside that I had brought almost to the 
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point of execQtion. > On the last instance of this kind a 
number of troops had arrived at L'Orient, and in the mo* 
ment when I expected them to have embarked, with their 
general the Marqais de la Fayette the expedition was laid 
aside. I was then charged with a convoy with troops and 
military stores for the different ports and garrisons in ttie 
Bay of Biscay, and on my return to L^Orient to drive tiie 
enemy's privateers out of the bay, had M. de Chaumont then 
remained at Paris instead of meeting me again, as he did at 
L'Orient, that want of subordination which was so fatal to 
my pibjects would have been avoided. If your Excellency 
will please to call for my official letter written at the Texel 
the 3d of October, n79, you will be convinced that if M. 
de Chaumont had confined himself to his own duty, which 
was that of commissary of the armament, and not interfered 
with, or caballed against pine, as the military commander, I 
mi^ have rendered many more important services. I 
might have taken ei^t sail of homeward bound East India 
ships, which entered Limerick in Ireland without convoy, 
three days after I was obliged to leave the entrance of that 
port, ana of which I had received particular advice from 
England, f>efore I left France. I might have taken or des- 
troyed the whole Baltic fleet, which would have prevented 
Adnniral Rodney from relieving Gibraltar. 1 might have 
destroyed or laid under contnbution various towns and 
their shipping round the Irish and British coasts. And I 
might have entered the Texel with my ships in such good 
condition as might have enabled me to take under my con- 
voy the Indien, and a large fleet of transports, loaded with 
stores and materials for the marine, that then waited there 
for ray escort for Brest. That these projects failed must 
stand to M • de Chaumont's account, i shall say but little 
of the services that were actually performed, of wnich, how- 
ever, the prizes taken and sent into port, or destroyed, make 
but the least part I expected at that moment, that a great 
army would nave made a descent in the south of England, 
under the cover of the combined fleets ; and it was there- 
fore of the utmost consequence to make a great diversion in 
the north to favor that design. I think I may say I did my 
duty in that respect, and though almost left alone, nothine 
but a tempest that arose in 3ie moment when I should 
have made a descent, could have hindered me from laying 
Lieitfa, and peihaps Edinbuig too, onder contribution* I 
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ueed not mention that admiral Rodney was detained tvo 
months in port by mj afiair with the Baltic fleet; or that 
my situation in Holland, and before I arrived thei'e, caused 
no less than 42 British ships of war and frigates to be sent 
in pursuit of me, and posted to intercept me in every quar- 
< ter. And the world knows that my conduct in the Texel 

was a great cause of the British resentment against Hol- 
land, and stands as the first article in the declaration of war 
against that republic. On the whole, my Lord, it cannot be 
admitted that the government of France having generously 
taken by the hand the young Republic of America, and bav- 
lag been so beneficent as to arm and support a naval force 
at His Majesty^s expense, under the commission and flag of 
America, should wish to put the Americans who served as 
Che oflicers and men, under any other laws than those of 
Congress, which I here subjoin, and agreeably to which I 
pledlged myself to every individull among them at the time 
wlien I engaged them, viz : 

" In Congress, Wednesday, October 30th, 1776, 
Resolved^ That the commanders, officers, seamen, and 
marines in the Continental navy, be entitled to one half of 
merchantmen, transports, and storeships by them taken, from 
and after the first day of November, 1776, to be divided 
among them in the shares and proportions fixed by former 
Resolutions of Congress : that the commanders, officers, 
tieamen and marines of the Continental navy be entitled to 
the whole value of all ships and vessels of war belon^ng to 
ihe crown of Great Britam by them made prize of, and all 
privateers authorized by his Britannic Ma.esty to war against 
>^ these States, to be divided as aforesaid.'^ 

The Americans were every one of them treated at thar en- 
I listment, and during the whole service, by the laws of the 

* American flag, and the few of them who were paid their wa- 

; ges, were paid by the rules of Congress, from which, neither 

my duty as their agent, nor my honor as their commander, can 
now permit me to recede. As I went into the Texel in obe* 
dience to orders, and as ray prizes and prisoners were thefe 
\ taken out of my hands, a circumstance of inexpressible morti- 

^ fication to me, and remained in the direction of the Due de 

C la Vanguypn, they were not at the risk of the captors ; and, 

r therefore, the expenses made iq Hollaud, cannot stand 

agamst the sale of^the prizes. I admit that the Serapis had 
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neeil Df repairs in ttie upper-workfl and masts, but being e 
new ship that bad cost the British govevnaient 60,OOD 
guineas, I deny that she watrted either anchors or cables 
while in my bands. The Countess of Scarborough sustain- 
ed little or no damage in the battle, and tberef<Mre had aa 
little need of repairs. It cannot be made appear from the 
sale of that ship or the Serapis, that they fetched a greater 
price on account of any repairs at the T exel : tiie Serapis 
arrived atlLK)rient dismasted and in a worae condition than 
when she entered the Texel, and as the ofEctin of the port 
of L'Orient cut to pieces and destroyed her orlop-deck 
with all (he niagazines and store-rooms, &c. before I knew 
any thing of the matter, (vrbich obliged me to make a jour- 
ney to Paris, to obtain an order from government for the 
sale of my prizes agreeably to the laws of the American 
flag) I think if the account was fairly stated there would be 
an indemnification due to> the captors for the injury fliereby 
done to their hardly earned property, without their leave or 
consent. As the captors were not consulted respecting the 
expense of the Serapis at Dunkirk, nor the disarmament of 
that fffaip at L'Orient, which were no advantage to her sale, 
those articles ought not to stand against them in the ac- 
count. And I never heard that even the owners of pri- 
vateers, iar less an established government, had charged the 
captors with the expense of provision for themselves or 
their prisoners ! The expense made by Captain Cottineaa 
regards not the captors : it is for him to shew his authority 
for having made that expense, and the vouchers to support 
the different articles. I remember that I sent M. Chamil- 
lard express from the Texel to Versailles, on my arrival ; 
but that was surely a necessary expense of the armament, 
and cannot regard the captors. Whether M. Le Ray de 
Chaumont is indebted to the government, or the govern- 
ment is, as he says, indebted to him, is a matter that ou^t 
not to regard the captors, but they have a right to claim the 
protection of government to force M. Le Ray de Chaumont 
to render the money with interest, which he has unjustly 
detained from them for four years and a half, while many cdT 
theni are perishing with cold and hunger. 

In short, it can make no difference to the captors whether 
the ships that I commanded under the flag and commission 
of Congress were owned by the King or by the United 
States. Therefore I am ready to admit all regulations and 
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charges on the Bale of my prizes, which have been nsiiaHj 
admitted on other prizes sold in France, and taken bj fri- 
gates owned by Congress. But I am persuaded that joa 
will not tibink it just that any thing should be deducted mm 
the shares of the Americans, on account of the Hospital of 
Invalids at Paris ; as they receive no ben^t from that 
hospital, but have on the contrary been penaiooed bj 
Congress for the wounds they have received. 

I am, with fiill confidence in your justice and geneioniy, 
my Lord Marechal, Yours, &c. 

Paris, March 6thj 1 784* 

The Marechal ds Castries. 
My Lord Marechal, 

Mr. Chardon has just now put into my hands a letter writ* 
ten to your Excellency by M. le Ray de Chaumont, dated at 
Passy the 9th instant ; — M. le Ray de Chaumont appears by 
that letter to insinuate that I was under his orders. That 
insihuation merits nothing but my contempt. He mi^t as 
well pretend that the Marquis de la Fayette, with whom I 
had the honor to be joined m command for an important ex* 
pedition, (which failed only through * the unwise confidence 
that had been placed in the secrecy of M. le Ray de Chau- 
mont by the Minister of marine,) was also Under his ordetB. 
For my own part, as I had served with reputation in Ame- 
rica from the beginning of the war, and was through Mr. 
Franklin, in consequence of the high opinion the minister 
had of my bravery and good conduct, iic.j invited by the 

Sovemment to remain in Europe to command secret expe- 
itionSf with a force at the expense of the King but under 
the commission, laws, and flag of the United States, I made 
it a condition that I should receive orders only from the mi- 
nister, or ministers of Congress ; and while I remained in 
Europe I never received any other. I had before that time 
declined to accept^ a captain's commission in the Rojai 
navy, which Count d'Orvilliers had offered to procore 
for me ; and ^t any dme, and in every situation I would have 
disdained to prostitute my honor under the orders of so light- 
headed a man as M. le Ray de Chaumont He seems to 
claim also the idea for intercepting the British Baltic fleet, 
an idea which did not originate eittier with the minister or 
M. le Ray de Chaumont, but which had been, widi many 
others, suggested to government by myself at, and before the 
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time when I was first invited to come from Brest to Ver* 
sallies. But I beg leave to ref6r vour Excellentv to the 
Marquis de la fayette who knows that M. le Ray de Chau- 
moot was r^arded' only as a simple commissary, and was 
therefore under my orders, instead of my being under his. 
1 aver, that if M. le Bay de Chaumont had not been entrusted 
vrith the secret of ttie service intended, the views of the 
minister would have been not only fulfilled, but far exceed- 
ed. I had, however, a much greater latitude given me by 
my orders from Mr. Franklin than M. Chaumont seems to 
imagine : and it is clear from the strong and pointed letter 
of recommendation which I carried with me to Congress, 
approving and applauding my whole conduct, that the ICing 
and his ministers were perfectly satisfied, and even asked of 
Congress to send me back again to Europe, to command a 
larger force, which would have been done if the circum- 
stances of America had not rendered it impracticable* 

M. le Ray de Chaumont seems to be ignorant that the 
American agent in Holland had, and can have, no power 
whatever over the property of tiie captors. It is a power 
which even Congress has not reserved, and which is contrary 
to the established laws of the American navy. As to de- 
ducting from the prize money four deniers per livre for the 
Hospital of Invalids at Paris, because the expense of the ar- 
mament I commanded was taken from the funds of the 
royal navy, &c., I presume M. le Ray de Chaumont mighti 
with more modesty, have spared that observation to your 
Excellency. It is certain that the government of France 
foresaw that an expense would attend tlie armament I was 
so generously invited to command under the laws and flae of 
America, and it is not my place, much less that of such a 
man as M. le Ray de Chaumont, to intrude such pitifiil ob- 
servations as may militate against, or diminish the value of 
such delicate acts of friendship between two allied nations. 
I can only recur to facts mentioned to your Excellency in 
my former letters, viz. — The force I commanded, was under 
the conmiission, laws, and flag of the United States, and the 
officers and men were engag^ under my command, as in the 
American navy. I received myxivden as an American of- 
ficer from the Minister of Congress, and it follows that the 
captors are entitled in every li^t to be treated exactly br 
the laws of the American navy. And whatever understena- 
ing there may have been between the two govemraenti 
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9tespecHng the expenH of ihe armament, it makes not the 
least difference to the caplors. I but ask for justice for the 
brave men I commanded, and I expect no legs from a gene- 
rous mind like yours. * 

I am, with profound respect, &:c. 

Paris, March 26<A, 1784. 
My Lord Marechal, 

The within copy of a letter which I had the honor to re- 
ceive yesterday from Mr. Franklin, will convinpp you that 
he never consented, and could not consent to the manner 
proposed by your predecessor, and by M. le Ray de Chau- 
mont, for settlement of the prize money due to the Ame- 
rican officers and men who- served under my orders in 
Europe. 

I will not now complain that the prisoners which I took, 
and carried to Holland were not exchanged for the Ameri- 
cans who had been taken in war upon the ocean, and were 
lone confined in EngUsh dungeons by civil magistrates, as 
trattorSf pirates^ dLiid felons. I will only say, I had such a 

fromise from the Minister of marine. It was all the reward 
asked, for the anxious days and sleepless nights I passed, 
and the many dangers I encountered, in glad hope of giving 
them a// their liberty, and if I had not been assured that Mr. 
FrankUn had made an infallible arrangement with the courts 
of France and England for their immediate redemption, 
nothing but a superior force should have wrested them out 
of my nands, till they had been actually exchanged for the 
unhappy Americans in England. 

Passtf, March 25th, 1784. 

The Hon. Paul Jones, Esq., Paris. 
Sir, 

I return herewith the papers you communicated to me 
yesterday. I perceive by the extract from M. de Sartine's 
letter, that it was his intention all the charges which had 
accrued upon the Serapis and Countess of ScafCorondi, 
should be deducted from the prize-money payable to me 
captors, particularly the expense of victualling the prison- 
ers and seamen, and that the Uquidation of those chaiges 
should be referred to me. This Uqaidation however, never 
was referred to me ; and if it had, I should have been cau- 
tious of acting in it, having received no power from the 
captors, either French or Americans, authorizing me to de- 
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cide upon any thing rejecting ihmr intereats* And I ccfr^ 
tainlj ihoiild not have agreed to chaige the American cap- 
ton with any part of the ^expense of maintaining the 500 
prisonerB in Holland till they could be exchanged, when 
none of tiiem were exchanged lor the Americans in Eng^d, 
as was your intention, and as we both had been made to ■ 
expect 

With great esteem, I have'the honor to be, &c. 

B. FRAirkLiN^ 

Paris, 13/A, 1784. 

His Excellency the Marechal de Castries* 
• My Lord MaRechal, 

I am exceedingly sensible of the favor you did me yes- 
terday by having the goodness to relinquish the claim that 
was made, for deducting four deniers per livre for the Hos- 
pital of Invalids at Paris, from the prize money due to the 
Americans who served in the squadron I had the honor to 
command in Europe. And as you have been so obliging 
as to postpone your orders for the final liquidation of the 
prize money, tul I have time to show you more particular i 

causes than I haite yet done, why the expenses incurred in 
the Texel should not be taken from the property of the cap- 
tors, I have no doubt .but that the following circumstances 1 
will induce your Excellency to relinquish that charge, which 
is now the only difficulbr remaining. 

I was ordered by Au*. Franklin to enter the Texel the 
last of September, but I could not reach it, notwithstand- 
ing my best endeavours, till the 3d of October. Therefore, 
I had not time to have previously landed the prisoners in 

France. And as the Bon homme Richard sank after the ^ < 

battle, it was absolutely necessary that][the prizes, the Sem- 
jpis and Countess of Scarboraught should accompany the Al- 
liance and Pallas into the Texel ; for those two last-men- 
tioned ships had not sufficient water) and provision, and 
(being crowded with the remains of &e crew of the Bon 
hoaune Richard) would j not contain the prisoners, which 
were between five and six hundred in number. During 
the whole time, which was three months in the Texel, the 
Serapis^ and Countess of Scarborough were employed as 
prison-ships, and the small repairs of ttiose two prizes in 

that road make but an inconsiderable part, a sixth perhaps, I 

of the whole expense ; so that the service they performo^ I 
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WII8 At least. worth the repairs tbey< received. Had it not 
been for the prisoners^ the S^rapis and CmmUs* of Soor- 
bartmglh bRbt they were taken^ might have been immedi- 
ately ordered for French or American ports ; for tfiey had 
pleafjr of water and provision, and the Serapis was made 
perfectly manageable, and sailed fast under her jury-masts; 
so that they could have been out of danger before the enemy 
had placed their cruising squadrons to intercept them: 
whereas by their being detained till the middle of winter 
in the Texel, where they were blockaded bv the enemy, 
they ran an infinitely greater risk ; and tnerefore the 
captors had a just right to look upon government as the 
assurers of those prizes. — ^Mr. Chaumont persuaded the 
minister of marine to take the Serapis for the king, witfiout 
exposing that prize to sale. The minister sent his ordera 
in consequence to L'Orient ; and the people of Ihat port 
destroyed the orlop-deck, magazines, store-rooms, galleries, 
breast-worics, and barricades, &c. in order to mdce such 
alterations in that prize as they thought fit. When I saw 
this, I came from L'Orient to court, and the minister was 
so much convinced that Mr. Chaumont's advice was wrong, 
that he, without difficulty, gave immediate orders for the 
public sale of all my prizes, agreeably to the laws of the 
American navj. But the Serapis was much more damaged 
b^ the operations just mentioned, that had been made pre- 
viously to her s^e, than the value of her repairs in the 
Texel ; to say nothing of her having been dismasted and 
losing anchors and cables by violent weather, on her pas- 
sage fit)m the Texel to L'Orient : therefore, taking all cir- 
cumstances together, the repairs in the Texel were fiirfiiom 
bein^ of any advantage to her sale. She cost the King at 
public sale only 340,000 livres ; whereas she had when 
new, six months before, cost the British government 50,000 
guineas. — ^The expense in the Texel arose chiefly from the 
provision that was supplied from Amsterdam for ttie pri- 
soners and the crews of the ships fliat guarded ttiem ; and 
from the provision, repairs, and outfits for the frigates the 
Alliance and Pallas, and the small brigantine Vengeance^ 
Now if any part of tiiose expenses were chai]eeable to the 
captors, Uie same principle carried a little farther, would 
make them liable for flie first cost and second outfit of the 
armament before the squadron sailed from Prance, and 
oblige them to sustain the loss of the Bon homme Richard. 
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If America had asked of France to support that armameBl 
under the Continental flag, or if I had asked (at that com- 
maad, the matter mi^t ^ve had a different complexion. 
But it was an act of the King's free bountj, and his Majes- 
ty is too generous to lessen it by any afterclaams diat are 
beneath his dignity. — ^If it were asked why Americans 
should be placed on a more favorable footing than the sub- 
jects of France ? I would answer that question by asking, 
why Americans should be expected to accept an invitaHon 
from France which should put them on a more unfavorable 
footing than that on which France found them ? Does not 
France pay forei^ troops in her service more than she 
pays her own subiects ? 

Permit me my lord to conclude, by saying that no eaual 
expense in the war was made with so great effect, or nad 
such good consequence, as that made by the ships I com- 
manded in the Texel ; since Holland was thereoy drawn 
into the war, without which the world would not have been 
this day at peace. — ^Had I known any thing of the order of 
the minister to Bf r. Chaumont respecting the expense in 
the Texel, I am certain that, on mv representation, he would 
have revoked it, as he did his order to the commandant at 
L'Orient respecting the alteration of the Serapis ; both of 
which Mr. Chaumont obtained by misrepresenting facts, 
and by falsely saying it was the desire of Mr. Franklin. 

I am, widi profound respect, &c. 

Pam,Alw. 6**^1784. 
His Excellency the Marechal de Castries. 

My Lord Marschal, 
By the state of the liquidation and repartition of the 
prizes, taken by the squadron I commanded in Europe, 
which you signed the 2dd of last month, I find there is an 
error made in the proportion doe to ttie Vengeance. That 
tender was armed with only twelve four-pounders and sixfy 
men, as you will see by the enclosed cerU^cate of the 
second lieutenant. I am exceedinglv sorrv for tins mistake, 
which ought to have been avoidea. I beseeen your Ex-^ 
cellency to give orders that it may be rectined. 

I am, with respect, &c. 

Paris, June 23rf, 1 785. 
His Excellency the Marechal de Castries. 

My Lord Marechal, 
Bv th#* l*>ffpr vonr KYceUencv did me the honor to write 
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me on the 13th of May last, y^u were pleased to iHromise 
that as soon as M. Chardon should have sent yon the li<|«n* 
dation of my prizes ^^ which you expected wUho/ui dtU^^ 
yoa woald take measures for the payment, and tibat yoo 
would let me know. 

From the great number of affairs more important that en- 
gage your attention, I presume this little matter which con- 
cerns me in a small degree personally, but chiefly as the 
agent of the brave men who served under my orders in Eu- 
rope, may have escaped your memory. Since the first of 
November, 1783, when I received authority to settle this 
business witfi your Excellency, I have been waiting hereibr 
no other purpose, and constantly expecting it to be conclu- 
ded from month to month. To say nothing of my expenses 
during so long an interval, the uncertainty of my situation 
has been of infinite prejudice to my ottier concerns. Mjr 
loi^ silence is a proof that nothing but necessity could have 
prevailed on me to take the liberty of reminding your Ex- 
cellency of vour promise. I hope for the honor of yoar 
final determination, and I am, with great respect. 

Yours, &c. 

*■ Paris^ 1785. 

His Excellency the Marechal de Castries. 

M T Lord Marechal, 
By the letter your Excellency did me the honor to write 
me the 27th ult., you are pleased to desire me to address 
myself to the Ordonnateur at L'Orient for the payment of 
the prizes made by the squadron I had the honor to com- 
« mand, and you are pleased to inform the Marquis de la 
Fayette, that you had assigned the funds necessary for that 
object* I have the honor to remind your Excellency that I 
came from A^nerica to France in the character of agent for 
the American captors, who served in Ihe Bon homme Rich- 
ard, and in the Alliance. Therefore, that no misunderstand- 
ing may ensue between myself and the Ordonnateur at 
L^Orient, I must pray you, my lord, to give orders that Ae 
shares due to those two sUps, (after deducting what is due 
to the subjects of France who served in the Bon homme 
Richard,) may be immediately paid into my hands in mass, 
agreeably to vour Excellency's decision, in the state of the 
liquidation of my prizes, which you signed the 23d of Octo- 
ber last, and conformable to the powers with which I am 
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vested, which were announced to you by the Minister pk- 
Qi|K>tentiary of the United States, in a letter dated in De- 
cember, 1783. 

I am my lord^ with profound respect, &c. 

• Paw, Mxf 8«A, 1 785* 
His Excellency the Markchal de Castries. 

My Lord Marechal, 
I had the honor to reply the 23d of last month to the letter 

four Excellency did me the honor to write me on the 1 7th. 
enclosed a copy of my public credentials, and referred you 
on the subject of my mission from Congress to an official 
letter written to you by the Minister plenipotentiary of the 
United States, dated the 18th of December, 1783. From 
these documents, and as I have already given ample security 
to the United States, for the faithful performance of the 
trust reposed in me by the act of Congress, of the 1st of No- 
vember, 1783, I naturally concluded that you would imme- 
diately see the impropriety of my giving you the security 
of a subject of France for funds arising from my prizes, 
which belong to the subjects of the United States. If it 
were possible that any doubt could remain in your mind res-* 
pecting my public mission, I should refer you . to a letter 
which I had the honor to put into your bands on my return 
to France, from the Chevalier de la Luzerne. As particu- 
lar reasons render it extremely inconvenient, if not impos- 
sible for me to attend this business any longer, I shall take 
the liberty to wait on your Excellency to-morrow, to be fa- 
vored wiUi youc^nal determination. 

I am, with great respect, yours, &c. • 

Paris, July lOtt, 1785. 

His Excellency the Marechal de Castries. 
Mt Lord Marechal, 

I have the honor to enclose an official answer from Mr« 
Jefiferson, Minister plenipotjentiary from the United States 
at the Court of France, to a letter written to him yesterday 
by your Excellency, on the subject of my mission from 
CTongress, to settle with vou the claims of the subjects of 
America, on the prizes mat were taken in Europe by the 
sqaadron I commanded. 

Mr. d'Umons informed me yesterday that the concerned 
in the privateer La Granville, had, a few days ago, claimed 
a share in two of my prizes, tiie May-Floweir, and the For- 
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tune, by virtue of a sentence given to that effect by a court 
of justice. To that sentence I can offer no objection ; be- 
cause the La Granville was pf^sent when those two prises 
were taken. But since the sentence of the court has very 
pointedly excluded the La Granville from any share in the 
other prizes, that were taken by the squadron after that ves- 
sel had returned to a port of France, i beg leave to submit 
to your Excellency to decide the question, whether the cap- 
tors who purchased the other prizes, and particularly the 
Serapis,at the expense of their blood,' will not have reason 
to be discontented if the Cerf, that returned to a port of 
France at the same time with the La Granville, should be 
allowed to share in all the prizes ? 

Whatever may be your Excellency's determination on 
fh&t point, it can make no difference to me, as far as I am 
personally concerned, and I mention it again now because, 
should you think fit to order a new arrangement in that res- 
pect, it can, under the present circumstances, give no addi- 
tional trouble to the ^'Bureau." 

I am with great respect, yours, &c* 

VOrient, My 29<A, 1 785. 
His Excellency Thomas Jbfferson, Esq. i 

Minister Plenipotentiary of the United > 

States to the Cfourt of France. 3 

Sia, 

I have been with M. Clonet, the Ordonnateur here, to 
whom the Marichal de Castries sent orders, the 1 5th of tlus 
month, to pay into ray hands the money arising to the sub- 
jects <^ the United States from the prizes taken by the squad- 
ron I commanded in Europe. I find that a French mer- 
chant, M. Puchilberg, of this place, who opposed Dr. Frank- 
lin, and did all in his power to promote the revolt that took 
place in the Alliance, has produced a letter of attorney which 
he obtained from the officers and men of that frigate when 
tbeir minds were unsettled, authorizii^ him to receive their 
share in the prizes. And notwithstanding the orders of tlie 
Marshal of the 15th, I find there is a disposition here to 
paytiie money to M. Puchilberg, in preference to me. 

When I undertook the difficult and disagreeable business 
of settiing for the prize-money with the Marechal de Cas- 
tries, I thought it necessary, to prevent anv reflection on my 
conduct, to give security for two hundred thousand dollars 
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to remit the money I recovered to the treasury of the Uni- 
ted States, to be from thence divided among the persons 
concerned. Not to mention the great expense I have been 
at, and Uie loss of two years of my time since the peace, to 
obtain a settlement, I may be permitted to say, that M* Pa- 
chilbei]g was at no expense, and never took any effectual 
steps to obtain a settlement of the prize-money ; and it would 
have been very difficult, if not impossible, for him to have 
obtained any satislaction for the concerned, because no other 
man but myself, (except Dr. Franklin, who would not act,) 
could have explailied, at Versailles, the nature and circum- 
stances of my connexion with diat court. And I may add, 
that M. Pnchilberg will not, and cannot, if he had the best 
intentions, do justice to the subjects of America. He has 
given no security to do them justice. He has no authentic 
roll of the crew of the Alliance, which can only be had in 
America, and he is unacquainted with ttie manner of classing 
the officers and men in the division of prize-money by the 
laws of the American flag. 

What I request of you, therefore, is, to write to the court 
to obtain an explicit order from the Marechal de Castries to 
fif* Clonet, to pay into my hands the whole mass of the 
prize-money that appears due to the Alliiince, and also the 
share <^ ttie Bon bomme Richard, (aftei;4^ucting the pro- 
portion due to the French volunteers^.^ho were embari^ 
on board the ship as marines.) 

As my situation here is exceedii^y disagreeable, because 
till this new difficulty is removed I cannot receive any part 
o£ the money that appears due, I shall hope to be relieved 
finom my embarrassment as soon as possible, by a letter from 
jou. 

They have objected here, fliat the captain of the Alliance 
was bom in France. But he had abjured the church of 
Rome, and been naturalized in America, (as his officers re- 
ported to me,) before he took ccnnmand of the Alliance, and 
bis crew were all the subjects of the United States. 

I aoa sorry to give yon this trouble, but I am convinced 
that the business would have continued in suqpense for a long 
time, if I had not come here myself. 

I am, with great esteem and respect. Sir, Yours, &c. 

N« B« M. Clonet has written to court by^lbis post, there- 
fore it irill be necessaiy to make yt)ur apmicaiion immedi- 
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atelv. M. Barcley can give you the character of M. Pu- 
chilberg. 

UOrient, July Sl^f, 1785. 
His Excell^Qcj Thomas Jefferson, Esq. 
Sir, 

I had the honor to write you the 29th oC this montfa, pray'- 
ing you to address the court to prevent M • Puchilberg, a 
French merchant here, from receiving the prize-money due 
to the subjects of the United States who served on boaid the 
squadron I commanded in Europe. I have done my duty, 
and with great trouble and exjpense both of time and money, 
obtained a settlement in their favor from government. But 
if M. Puchiibei^, (who has taken no trouble, and been at 
no expense to obtain a settlement,) should receive the mo- 
ney, the greatest part of it will never reach America, nor 
find its way into the pockets of the captors. Were M. Pu- 
chilberg the most honest man in the world, he cannot, at this 
distance from America, and being ignorant of the laws of the 
American flag, do justice to the concerned. Besides, a pre- 
ference is due to the application of one government to ano- 
ther for what regards tne interests of its subjects, especially 
where it is clear that every caution has been observed for 
obtaining justice to each individual. 

The enclosed copy of a letter, which has just now been 
cbmmunicated to me, from Monsieur de Soulanges, i M. M« 
les Juges Consuls, dated at Toulon, the 1 4th day of this 
month, announcing that the Algerines have declared war 
against the United States, is of too serious a nature not to 
be sent immediately to you. 

This event may, I believe, surprise some of our fellow- 
citizens ; but, for my part, I anpi rather surprised ^at it did 
not take place sooner. It will produce a good enbct, if it 
unites the people of America in measures consistent with 
their national honor and interest, and rouses them from thai 
ill-judged security which the intoxication of success has pro- 
duced since the revolution. 

My best wishes will always attend that land of freedom, 
and my pride will be always gratified when such measures 
are adopted as will make us respected as a great people wh^ 
deserve to be free* 

I am. Sir, with gre^t esteem, j^c. 
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Copio de la lettre de M« Sot/langes, § M. M. lea Juges et 

Consuls de Nantes. 

Toulony U 14 Julliet, 1785. 

M. le Commandear de Segondes, qui arrive d' Alger sur 
la frigate la Min^rve qu^il commande, M. M* ina rendu 
compte en Mouillant dUtns cette rade, que cette R^ence 
iaisvit anner 8 batiments, tant ch^becs que bai*ques, depuia 
18 josqu' a 34 canons destines i cfoiser du Cap St. Vincent 
aux Azores, pour y prendre les Am^ricains, a qui ib decla- 
rant la guerre. Je vous en donne avis sur le champ, M. M., 
tant pour les interets que votre place peut prendre dans ces 
bdtiments, que pour que vous veuUles bien en donner avis 
aux capitaines Americains. 

Les Algeriena out une autre division de 4 batiments, mais 
trop petite pour donnerde I'inqui^tude dans nos mers. 

SOULANGES. 

L^ Orient J August 17IA, 1785* 
His Excellency Thomas JsrrEKsoK, Es^. 

Sir, 
I am still watting for a decision respecting the claim of 
M. Puchilbeig. But I think it my duty to inform you that 
one or two of the common sailors that served on board the 
Alliance, when that frigate was under my orders, are now 
here in a merchant vessel, and, as I am this moment in- 
formed, they have been persuaded to write to M. Puchil- 
berg, desirio^ that their share in the prizes may not be sent 
to America, but paid to them here. Thb 1 am told, has 
been urged as a reason to the Marechal to induce him to 
decide in fiivor of M. Puchilberg^s claim. Those two men 
will, howevef, sail in a day or two for Boston, and perhaps 
may never return to France ; besides, their objection is too 
trimng to be admitted, as it would greatly injure the otfa^ 
persons, both officers and men of that crew, who would) in 
all probability, never feceive any part of their prize naon^^y 
unless thev should come from America to L'Orient ^n pur^- 
poee ; which would not pay their expenses. 

As the post is just going, 1 must defer answering fte let- 
ter you did me the honor to write me on the Sd, till another 

opportunity. 

I am witli great esteem, &c. 

N. B. I b^ yotttberefer^ to write agairtto the Mare- 

ohal d^ Castries; 
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VOrienty August 19*i, 1785. 
His Excellency Thomas JcFFBBSoNy Esq. • 

Sir, 
I am by this day^s post honored widi yours of (he IStb 
current, which appears to have been intended to be for- 
warded by M. Carpes. I esteem myself particulariy obliged 
by that mark of your attention ; but as mere is no roentian 
made of my letter to you of the Slst nit. I presume it has 
miscarried, and it is therefore that I have now written the 
foregoing copy. The 6th of this month, finding a ship here 
' / bound directly for Philadelphia, I sent a copy of Monsieur de 

Souknges' letter to Mr. Jay for the information of Congpneas. 
I had the honor to write to you on the 17di to inform Toa^ 
that I was just then told that two of ttie seamen, formerty of 
the Alliance frigate, who are now here in a biig belongjiig: 
to Boston, have been wrou^t upon by an expectation of 
immediately receiving their prize money, to desire that M. 
Pnchilbere might, in their name, object to sending the prize 
money of Uie Alliance to America. That brig is now at rort- 
LfOub, and will sail for Boston it is supposed to-morrow 
morning. I am with great esteem, &c* 

VOrient, Jtugust 244h, 1 7&5/ 
His Excellency Thomas Jefferson, Esq. 

Sir, 
I yesterday received the letter you did me tbe honor to 
write me on the 17th, mentioning the difficoltv made by 
\ ttie Marechal de Castries in his letter to you oC the l^fii, 

and that you had remov«ed that difficulty by your answer* 
I am exceedingly sensible of the favor you do me by your 
attention to my situation here ; and it gives me great con- 
cern that it is not in my power to send you the roll ycm 
ask for of the crew of the Alliance. The roll^ were in the 

Sro{^ time sent to court, and put into the hands of Mr. de 
artin^ W M. Genet, first Commissioner of foreign afikirs, 
the certmcate of which I have among my papers at Paris ; 
and the Marechal de Castries might remember that I show* 
ed hinv and that he read that certificate. Tho^e rolls, how- 
ever, have been mislaid or lost in the bureau. Copies of 
ihem were sent at the same time to Dr. Frankha, who I 
suppose, put th^b into tbe hands of M. Le Ray de Qan- 
mont ; but since my return, I never could obtain any ac- 
count of them. A third set of the rolls I carried with me 
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to America, and before I embctrteed in the FrenGh fleet at 
BofiloQ I put them into the hands of Mr. Secretary Lirine- 
ston ; and they were sealed op among the papers of his 
office when I left America. It is, howeyel', impossible diat 
any 1^^ demands should be made on you for French sub- 
jects in consequence of your ei^agement to the Marechal. 
The Alliance was manned in America, and I never heard of 
any person's having served on board that frigate who had 
been bom in France except the captain, who, as I was in- 
formed) had in America abjured the church of Rome and 
been naturalized. 

I have made all the inquiry I have been able here re- 
specting the expedition yon mentioned in a former letter; 
but I have not obtained much satisfaction. I propose to go 
to Brest. I am, &c. 

V Orient^ September Sthj 1785. 

His Excellency Thomas Jeitsrson, Esq. 
Sir, 

I am just returned here from Bre^t, where I hav« passed 
several days. I have received your letter of the 39di ult. 
with the copy of that written to you by the Marechal de 
Castries, the 36th,. and I have reason to expect in conse- 
quence, that my aflairs here will be finished as soon as the 
form^ties of tibe bureau will permit. I shall obtain a roll 
of the Alliance, conformable to the pretensions of Puchil- 
berg ; which thou^ perhaps not quite exact, may how- 
ever answer all your purposes. I really do not believe that 
ever any claims will be made on you ; for I never heard 
that any French subject had served on board that frigate 
except the captain, and I commanded the Alliance in per- 
son seven months. 

I am, Sir, &c. 

K. B. I take the liberty to enclose a letter for M • Led- 
yard« It contains a small bill. If he is not at Paris, I re* 
quest you to keep the letter till I come. 

Paris, October 8M, 1 785. 
His EsceUency Thokas JxrrsRsoN, Esq. 

Sir, 

Aii'tlie SaroD de WaUersdorff does not return here, as was 

C9E^6Cted^ and I wish to apply, witfiout farther loss of time 

to theCooft a( Denmark, for a compensation for the pri- 

xes tdkea by the squadron I commanded in EuropOi and 
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given up to tbe British, by the peoole in aathorily at Ber- 

fen in iN onray \ if you approve it, 1 will assign the poweis 
received, for that business from Congress, to my friend 
Dr. Bancroft in London. You will oblige me therefore, if 
ou will write to Mr. Adams, requesting him to support 
r. Bancroft's application through the mnish minister in 
London. 

I am, with great respect and esteem, &c. 

. Paris, February SftrA, 1786. 
His Excellency Thomas Jefferson, Esq. 

Dear Sir, 
I received the kind note you wrote me this morning, on 
the occasion of receiving my bust ; I offered it to you as 
a marie of my esteem and respect for your virtues and ta- 
lents. It has been remarked by professed judges that it does 
no discredit to the talents of M. Houdon ; but it receivea 
its value from your acceptance of it, wi& the assunnce 
you give me of your particular esteem, which will ever be 
felt by me as an honor truly flattering. 

I am, dear Sir, with great esteem, &c. 

Paris, August 9/A, 1786. 

His Excellency Thomas Jefferson, Esq. 
Sir, 

As it now appears by the reply I have just received from 
Mr. Adams, dated London the 17th of last month, which I 
had the honor to communicate to you, that his letter to the 
Baron de Waltersdorflf, respecting my prizes delivered up 
to the English at Bei^en in Norway, in the year 1779, by 
the court of Denmark, has not been answered ; and as the 
Baron de Waltersdorff is now gone to the West Indies, and 
Mr. Adams advises me in his letter, to apply to tilie Danish 
Minister at his court ; it now becomes my duty to ask year 
advice and assistance in the steps that remain to be pur^ 
sued, to obtain a compensation from the government of 
Denmaric for those prizes. 

And in order to give you the necessary information on 
this subject, I herie subjoin some extracts from the papeis 
left in my hands by Mr. Franklin, to wit : 

No. 1 • Extract of a letter from Monsiear DodiettDlXt 
Consul of France, to M« Caillard, Chaige dea aflbm da 
Roi 6 Copenhagen, dated ^Beighen en Norvege le 14 
July 1779. 
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^' Lea deux dites prises sont consideraMes ; ellei etoient 
anneis en guerre et en marchandisea, et les commaDdanta 
pourvus de commissions aox Leitres de Marque ; savoir 
JJUnion de Londres, du port de 400 tonoeaux mA de 32 
canons de 6, et 4 Uvres de balle, plasieun pierriers et au- 
tres armes ; chAigi de cables, coni&ge, et toue a voile, enfin 
tout ce qu'il iaat en ce genre pour le grement d^ s^t 
Batimenta de gaerre, avec plusieurs autres efiets, destinet 
ponr Quebec \ et le fiefitey de Liverpool, du port de 360 
tonneaux armi de 20 canons de 6, et de 3 de 9 livres de 
balle, 12 pierriers et autras armes, cbarg£ de fleur de farine, 
boeuf, et lard sales, et autrea provisions et marchandises des- 
tines pour la Noavelle York, et la Jamaaque. Lea deux car- 
gaiaons pen vent etre^vaiu^es au moins un million de livres.^^ . 
No« 2. Extract from a letter written by the Consul of 
France, before mentioned, to Dr. Franklin, minister of 
America at the court of France, dated k Bergben le 26 
Oct. 1779« 

^^ n mest douloureux au de la de toute expression, d'avoir 
a vou^ informer aujourdbui, que lea deux prises the Btt^ 
sejf and the Vmon^ ont ete cea jours ci i^stitnees aux An* 
glaifi, en vertu 4'une resolution emanee du Roi de Dane- 
mark : Resolution injusteetcontraireau droit des gens*'^— > 
No. 3. Extract from the same letter. 
^^ La valeur de ces deux prises que Ton vous enleve in«> 
justement, est au moins de 40,000/ sterling, ipdependam- 
mentdes Frais et Pargent debours^ par les banquiers M. M. 
Danekert and Krobn, dont je vous remettrai le compte.'' — 
No. 4. Extract of a letter from all the American officers 
in Norway to Dr. Franklin, minister of America in France, 
dated Bergen, Jan. 4th, 1780, 

^^The Brigantine Charming Polly ^ which arrived 14 
days after us, was likewise delivered up in the same man- 
ner." — 

No. 5. Extract of a letter from the same officers to Dr* 
Franklin, dated at Bergen, April 1 1th, 1780. 

'^ Our expenses while on board the ships, were paid by 
tbe English Consul ; and those since, by the King of Den- 
mark ; which enables us to proceed without drawing bills 
upon France. — ^We have also ttie protection of the Danish 
flag till our arrival in France." — 

After my return here from L'Orient, you remember I 
Miras prevented, by circumstances, from pursuing tlie ap- 
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fUcalKMi to the Court of Denmark, in persm. The bills 
bad received were not yet payable, and I tbot^t it woaM 
be necesBar; for me to go to America in the sptin^ to de- 
posit tbe prize-monejr received from ^i govenuBent, in 
the Continental treaaurj ; bo Uiat I was prevented fiom 
goit^ to the Coart df Denmaric. And mere being no 
Daitid) minister here, nor expected here dating the winter* 
TOO remember your haviw approved of my dqpntiaiw Dr. 
BancroA to solicit the Coart of Denntuk, tfanmm flie 
Danish mioiBter in London ; and that yoa wns so o^png 
as to join me in requesting Mr. Adam to soppint ttat ap- 
plication. 

But as experience has now shewn that tfais method is 
slow and uncertain ; and as the late order of 1h« Board 
of Treasury respecting the prize-money I have recorerad, 
makes my return to £nerica, <»i that acconnt, at present 
unnecessary ; I presume the best thii^ I can do wUl be to 
proceed to Cop^dtagen, and ttiere make applicatioB to dmt 
court. If you approve of tlus, it would be nsefol fat me 
to have a letter from Ae Count de Vergenoes to the Baron 
de la Houze, noinister of France at the Daniab Court, di- 
rectit^ turn to support my reclamation.'-'llw inteiftrence 
of this government may be asked for wiA propriety, be- 
cause me King had the gallantry to support under die fl^ 
of America, tlw squadron I commanded in Europe. — It is 
also to be wished mat I could carry letters with me from 
the DaniBh minister at this court, and it is fiierefore venr 
unlucky &a.t he is now absent at the waters. If yon ttmuc 
fit to write to biiti, 1 can at the same tame, obtain and for- 
ward a letter from his particular friend tbe minister of the 
Due de Wertembais; which may have a good effect. 1 
am persuaded that the Count de Vergeones, on my own 
appbcation to him, would immediately give me a proper 
letter to the Baron de la Houze ; but it will be more offi- 
cial to obtain it through your application, which I ttierefore 
request. 

As I flatter myself that the Danish Court is still disposed 
to make a compensation, it is necessary for us now to de- 
/temune on flie lowest sum (o be accept^. — Doctor Frank- 
lin, in his letter to me from Havre, says the result of bis 
letter to a broker in London was, that those Quebec Aap» 
were worth 16 or 1 8 thousand pounds each. I have reason 
fo believe that tbe two ships delivered up, with their car- 
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goes and annament, worth a greater sum. , And besides, 
you mil observe that the brigaDtine Charming Polly, was 
also delivered up. I cannot judge of the value of this last 
prize ; and periiaps it may be necessary for me to write to 
TOrgen to obtain information. 

I am, with respect, &c. 

Pam, ji«g. 21 sf, 1786. 

His Excellency Thomas Jefferson, Esq* 
Sir, 

I am much obliged by the letter you sent me from the 
Count de Vergennes to mron de la Houze, with your own 
to the Baron de Blome. An indisposition, that has confmed 
me close for three days, has prevented me from observing 
to you sooner, that Dr. Franklin, in the letter he wrote me 
from Havre, says, the offer made by the Baron de Wal- 
tersdorff was ten thousand pounds sterling. As you bav^ 
misapprehended the amount of that offer, I take the liberty 
to return your letter to the Baron de Blome, pravii^ you 
to alter the word five with your own hand. I should be 
glad, to be &Tored with your opinion whether I oudit to 
accept of any sum less than what was offered to Doctor 
Franklin ? It is very improbable that a less sum will be of-< 
fered by the Danish ministers ; but supposing them less fa- 
vorably disposed now than formerly, it is necessary for us 
to be determined beforehand. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

Paris, Sept. Sd^ 1786. 
His Excellency Thomas Jefferson, Esq. 

Sir, 
Since I had the honor of hearing from you last, my 
health has not permitted me to set out for^ Denmark. 
From the information I took at the Hotel of the Baron de 
Blome, I understood he was to arrive from the waters tiie 
30th ult, so that I thought it better to wait till I could see 
him than to forward your letter. His servants arrived at 
the time that he was himself expected, and informed that 
the Baron had made a little jaunt to Geneva and would be 
at Paris the 15th of this month. — I now have the honor to 
send you the second copy of the rolls, &c,, that you lately 
forwarded to the Board of Treasury. There is a sure op- 
portunity for London to-morrow at two o'clock. If you 
have any letters to send, or if you think fit to forward the 

Mm 
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papers respecting the prize-money, I will give them in charge 
to the person who will safely deliver them in London. 
I am, Sir, with great esteem and respect, yours, &c. 

Eventually, on the 15th of Juljr, 1785, the Marshal de 
Castries issued an order to pay over to Jones, at L'Orient, 
the money arising to citizens of the United States from the 
proceeds of the sale of the prizes tak^n hy the squadron 
under his command in Europe. The sum total was 1 81 ,039 
livres, 1 sous, and 10 deniers. 

Although Congress had approved of the distribution of it 
under the French ordinance, it wiU be seen in one of the 
following letters, that the King behaved with great liberality, 
t)ot even retaining what he might have kept in conformity 
with the regulations of Congress : ' 

Paris^ May 9fh. 1786. 
The Honorable John Jay, Esq. Minister ) 
for Foreign Affairs, New- York. J 
Dear Sir, 

The application I have made to the court of Denmark 
for a compensation for my prizes that were delivered up by 
that government to .the British, not having 3'et produced a 
decision, prevents me from embarking, as was my intention, 
about this time for America. The prize-money arising from 
my negotiation with the court of France, due to the citizens 
and subjects of the United States, who served on board the 
Bon homme Richard and AlUance, (amountii^ in the gross 
to 157,483 livres, 6 sous, 10 denieins,} is now ready in my 
hands. I expect that the application which is now depend- 
ing vritti ttie court of Denmark will terminate so as to ena- 
ble me to embark for America before the month of S^tem- 
ber. Bat lest a longer delay should be found necessary in 
Europe, and prevent my appearance in time for a passage 
after that date, I shall be ready to accept the drafts of Con- 
gress at Usance, for the amount in my hands. 

I say nothing of the amount of the allowance that ought 
in justice to 1^ made for the great expense, trouble, and 
time I have devoted to this business from ^e Ist of No- 
vember, 1 783. A commission on the sum recovered will 
certainly be no indemnification for my expenses, far less a 
recompense for my time and trouble. 

I am, witti great respect and esteem, &c. 



On the receipt of this infonnatioBy Coogr^^ passed iiSb 
subjoined resolution : — 

In Congbess, June 7th, 1786. 

Resolved, That the Board of Treasury be directed to take 
such measures as may appear to them to be most effectual 
for procuring accurate ^returns of the officers and men send- 
ing on board the Bon homme Richard, commanded by John 
Paul Jones, and the frigate Alliance, commanded by Peter 
Landais, at the time the captures were made by the late 
squadron under the command of John Paul Jones : 

That the ampunt of the prize-money paid by Capt. John 
P. Jones to the order of the Board of Treasury, on account 
of the officers and crew of the vessels above-mentioned, be 
by the said Board distributed to the officers and men entitled 
to receive the same, or to their proper heirs or assigns, in 
proportioB to the shares respectively due to them, agreea- 
bly to the returns above-mentioned, and the ordinances of 
Congress in that behalf made. 

Among the papers communi(^ated by Mr. Jefferson for 
this work, is a statement of the settlement, which does not 
exactly correspond in the total amount as communicated to 
Mr. Jay. This may be accounted for, by supposing a pro- 
posed deduction in his iavor, for additional expenses incur- 
red in his prosecution of the claim at the court of France, 
to which he refers in his correspondence with Mr. Jefferson: 

Paris, July 7th, 1786. 
Amount of prize-money belonging to the American part 
of the crew ot the Bon homme Richard, (and to some few 
foreigners, whose names and qualities, &c., are inserted in 
the roll,) with the amount, also, of the prize-money belong- 
ing to the crew of the AUiadte ; received at L'Orient, by 
oi^er of the Marechal de Castries, in bills on Paris, 

Livres. S. D< 



From which deduct, viz. 

Nett amount of my ordinary 
expenses since I. arrived in £u« 
rope to settle the prize-money 
belonging to the citizens aad 
subjects of America, who serv- 
ed on boai'd tlie squadron I 
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coiumanded, uudcfr the flag of 
the Upited States, at the ex- 
pense of His Most Christian 
Majesty, stated to His Excel- 
lency Thomas Jefferson, Esq. 
the 4th of this month, 47,972 II 

Paid the draft of M. le Jeune, 
for the amount of prize-money 

f due to Jacque Tual, pilot of 

the Alliance, 670 13 6 

i Amountofprize-moneypaid 

f M. de Blondel, Lieutenant of 

/ Marines of the Pallas, as stated 

on the roll of the Bon homme 
' Richard, 283 00 

Advanced made to sundry 
persona, which stand at my ere- 

» ' ' dit on the roll ofthe Bon homme 

Richard, 264 09 6 

I Advances made by me to 

sundry persons belonging to 
, the Bon homme Richard : these 

j^ advances do not stand at my 

I credit on the roll settled at 

L'Orient, by M. le Jeune, be- 
cause the commissary had ne- 

( glected to send him the origi- 

nal roll bwci the Bureau at 

y Versailles; but that commis- 

\ sary^^ rectified that omission 

by hb certificates, dated Sept. * 
5th, 1 7a5, and Feb. 22d, 1786, 6,385 00 
.. My share by the roll, as cap* 

lain of the 6on homme Ri- i 

chard, ' 13,291 05 6 68,866 19 06 | 

I 

Balance nett, . 112,172 02 04 

Paul Jones. 

Pom, Jidy 4<A, 17d6« 
Uis Excellency Thomas Jefferson, Esq. 
* Sir, 

I have die honor to enclose for your examination the do* 
cnments of my proceedings, with tnose of this gov^mmeut. 
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in the settlement I have obtained of the prize-money belong- 
ing to the officers and crews of fbe squadron I comimanded 
in the late war in Europe, at tiie expanse of His Most Chris* 
tian Majesty, but under the flag of the Unit^ States. By 
those documents I presume yoji will be convinced that, from 
a want of sufficient knowle^^ of circumstances, it would 
have been yer^ difficult, if not impossible, for any other 
man, (except Dr. Franklin, who never would act in it,) to 
have gone through this business. Mr. Barclay made no 
progress in it\ though he was charged with it by Congress 
two years and a hdf before I undertook it. I could not 
obtain an allowance in favor of the captors for the service 
of their prizes as prison-ships in tlie Texel, nor for the da- 
mage done to the Serapis at L^Orient, previous to her sale ; 
but I have taken care of the honor of the American flag. — 
The American captors pay nothing towards the support of 
the Royal Hospital of Invalids ; and His Majesty has g^ie- 
rously renounced, in favor of the captors, the proportion of 
the sale of the merchant prizes, which, by the laws of the 
flag of America, he might have retained. I ask ihe favor of 
you to return me those papers, with your observations. 

I enclose, also, a note of my expenses since I arrived iu 
Europe on this business. When I am honored with your 
sentiments on this subject, I will prepare copies of the with- 
in papers, and, I flatter myself, comply to your satis&ction 
with the order you have received from the Board of Trea- 
sury. 

I have the honor, &c. 

ParU.Mylih, 1786. 
His Excellency Thomas Jeff£Rson, Esq. 

Sir, 
I have the honor to enclose and submit to your considera- 
tion the account I have stated of the prize money in my 
bands, with sundry papers that regard the charges. I can^ 
not bring myself to lessen the dividend of the American cap- 
tors by making any charge either for my time or trouble. I 
lament that it has not' yet been in my power to procure for 
thena advantages as soud and extensive as the merit of their 
services. I would not have undertaken this business from 
any views of private emolument that could possibly have 
resulted from it to myself, even supposing I had recovered 
<yr should recover a sum more considerable than the penalty 
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of my bond* But I was aaxions to force soode'ill^natured 
peraoM to ackno^f ledge that, if they did not tell a wilful 
falsehood, they were mistaken when tbey asserted '^ that I 
had commanded a squadron of privateers P' And, the war 
being oirer,.! made it my first care to shew the brave ioatra- 
ments of my sucqess that their rights are as dear to me as 

1 my own. 

It will, I believe, be proper for me to make oath before 

) you to die amount charged for my ordinary expenses* 1 

natter myself that you will find no objection to the account 

•I as I have stated it, and rthat you are of opinion, that after 

this settlement has been made between us, my bond ought 

' to stand cancelled, as far as regards my transactions witib the 

, Court of France, Should any part cff the prize money re* 

main in the. treasury, without being claimed, after sufficient 
time shall be elapsed, I beg leave to submit to you — to the 
treasury — and to Congress, whether I have not meiited by 
my conduct ainc^e I returned to Europe that such remainder 
shoiild be disponed of in my favor ? 

^1 I ha^e the honor to be with great esteem, &c« 

Paris, July lOth, 1786. 
/ His Excellency Thomas Jefferson, E^q. 

Sir, 
After what you mentioned to me before your fiivor a£ thift ' 
date, respecting the imperfect powers you have received 
from the Board of Treasury, I did not expect you to 
tnake a settlement with me that should be final for the prize 
money I have recovered. But as I have produced, and still 
oflFer you proofs to support the charges I have made^ 1 
naturally flattered myself and 1 still hope you will do me the 
favor to receive and transmit them to Congress with your 
sentiments. This becomes the more necessary to me at 
present, because from what Dr. Bancroft tells me of the ap- 
plication to the Court of Denmark, it will be necessary for 
me to continue in Europe for some time longer, and to take 
I your advice on some farther steps to obtain an answer from 

that government. 

With respect to the balance of the prize money I have re- 
covered, you may if you please ^ve an immediate order on 
me for the amount, or I will pay it into your own hands. 

I haYe the honon &c. 



Paris, August 14ihy 1766. 

His Excellency Thomas Jefferson, Esq. 
Dear Sir, 

I send jou herewith the rolls of the Bon bomme Ri- 
chard and Alliance, with copies of the other papers in 
FVench, respecting the. prize money of the squadron I 
commanded. They are numbered from 1 to 33, aod I have 
left them open for your inspection. I rely on the good 
eflect of your observations fiiat will accompany them, with 
the papers in your hands, to Congress, and have no doubt 
bat that my conduct will in consequence be approved. 
The second set of papers are not yet finished, biU will be 
ready in a few days so as to be forwarded by the next good 
opportunity, with the second set of the papers in EngUsh 
now in your hands. 

I have the honor, &c. 

Congress afterward confirmed the division of prize money 
made by the French government, and directed the distribu- 
tion* thereof to be madd^ amongst the officers and crews of ' 
the Bon homme Richard and Alliance, on which subject 
that body passed the following resolution : — 

In Congress, October llth, 1787. 
Congress took into consideration the report of a com- 
mittee consisting of Mr. Smith/ Mr. Dane, Mr. Johnson, 
Mr. Carrington and Mr. Clarke, to whom had been com- 
mitted a report of the Board of Treasury, and a letter of 
the 18th of July, from Captain John Paul Jones, together 
with a report of the committee of accounts for the Marine 
department relative to the division of the prize money due 
to the officers and crews of the Bon homme Richard and 
Alliance, and the chaises of Captain Jones for recovering 
the same. 

Resolved, That the quotas assigned to the several ships 
which were under the command of Captain John Paul 
Jones in Europe, by direction of the Court of France, be 
confirmed and considered as valid, and that a distribution 
of the prize money be made amongst the crews of the said 
ships, separately, agreeably to such quotas. 

Resolved, That the monies paid by Captain John Paul 
Jones intp the hands of the Hon. Thomas Jeffisrson, be dis- 
tribated by the Board of Treasury, as soon as may be 
among the captors, agreeably to the division made there^ 
of, under the direction of the Court of France. 
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In virtue of the general authority given to the Chevalier 
Jones to collect all the prize-money due to American citi- 
zens in Europe, he turned his attention to the reclamatioB 
from Denmark of the value of the three ships sent into 
Beiigen, in Norway. The Baron de Waltersdorfl^ the 
Danish^minister at raris, not returning in that capacity'^and 
the Chevalier being an^ous to accomplish hb object, he 
proposed, with the approbation of Mr* Jefierson, on the 
0th of October 1785, to transfer the powers confided to 
him by Congress for tfiat purpose, to his confidential friend 
Doctor Bancroft, then in Liondon, and solicited Mr. JdTer* 
son to write to his Excellency John Adams, the American 
minister near the Court of St J^mes, to lend his aid in en- 
forcing the demand. Mr. Adams wrote to Mr. WaHersdorff 
on the subject, urging the justice of the claim ; hot no an- 
swer was returned, that minister of I>enmark having de- 
parted for the West Indies. Mr. Adams advised &e Gie* 
valier to apply to the new Danish minister at Paris. This 
minister' was absent, at the time, at some of the watering 
places, and Jones was inclined to proceed directly to Co- 
penhagen. To further his views, he procured, through the 
friend^p of Mr. Jefierson, from the Count de Vemennes, 
a letter olf introduction and &vor to the Baron de la> Houze^ 
French minister plenipotentiary at the Danish Court. This 
letter is in these terms : 

Versailles J Aw. \5th, 1786. 
The Baron De la Houze, Minister Pleni- > 

potentiary to the King of Det^mark. \ 
Sir, 

Mr. Paul Jones, an officer in the sea-service of the Uni- 
ted States of America, having some business and certain 
claims in Denmark, on account of prizes which he toeJc 
during the last war, proposes going on these accounts to 
Copenhagen. You will be pleased, Sir, to receive this of- 
ficer favorably, to hear what he may wish to communicate 
on the subject of his claim, and to assist him with your 
counsels and good offices in case he should want them, du- 
ring his stay at your residence. 

J have the honor of being, with perfect regard, &c. 

De Vergennes. 

« 

Mr. Jefferson likewise gave the Chevalier a letter of in- 
troduction and friendship to the Danish Envoy. •Baron 
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Biome, who was expected to be in Pflris again in a few 
daji- . ' , ^ 

The value of the prizes sent into Bergen, was estimated 
at the highest, at about fifty thousand pounds sterling* A 
veil mfonned EngKsh insurer, to whom application had 
been made, to asccnrtain for ^hat amount they had beefi in* 
waxtA^ considered them to be worth from 16 to 18 diousanl 
pounds steriing each ; and the Baron de Waltersdorff, on 
the part of lus government had offered to pay ten Aousand 
pounds as an indemnification : 

Ihvrff July 2Uf, 1785. 
The Honorable Paul JokNcs. 

Dear Sir; 
The oflfer of which you desire I would give you the par- 
ticulars, was made to me by M. le Baron de Waltersoorff 
in bcjttlf of hb Majesty the King of D^unark, by whose 
ministers he said he was authorize to make it. It was to 
give us the sum of ten thousand pounds sterling, as a com^ 
pensation for having delivered up the prizes to ti^e EngUsh. 
I did not accept it, conceiving it much too small a sum, 
thej havine been valued to me at fifty thousand pounds. I 
wrote to Mr. Hodgson, an insurer in London, requesting 
he would procure imoimation of the sums insured on these 
Canada ships. His answer was, that he could find no 
traces of such insurance, and he believed none was made, 
for that the government on whose account they, were said 
to be loaded with militai^ stores, never insured ; but by 
the best judgment he could make he thought they mkht^^be 
worth about sixteen or eighteen thousand pounds eacn. 

With great esteem, &c. 
B. Franrlik. 

In all his transactions at this period the Chevalier regu- 
larly consulted Mr. Jefierson, and kept up a correspond- 
ence witii Dr. Franklin. Jones, however, suddenly sua* 
pended his journey to Copenhagen, and, as will be seen in 
the foUowii^ letter to Mr. Jay, returned to America : 

JVit». York, July 1 8<A, 1 787; 
^is Excellency John Jay, Esq. ~ 
Minister of Foreign afiairs. 

Sir, ^ 

'tlie application I made for a compensation for our 
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prizes through the Danish minister in Lo&doa not having 
succeeded, it was determined between Mr. Jeficgpon and 
myself, that the proper method to obtain satia&ction) was 
for me to go in person to the Court of Copenhagen. It 
was necessary for me to see the Baron de Blome befi^re I 
could leave France ^n that business, and he being then 
absent on a tpur in Switzerland did not return to Paris till 
the banning of last winter. 1 left Paris in the spring, and 
went as far as Brussels on my way to Copenhagen, when 
an unforeseen circumstance in my private affairs, rendered 
it indispensable for me to turn about and cross the ocean. 
Afy private business here being already finished, I shall in 
a few days re-embark for Europe, in order to proceed to 
the Court of Denmark. It is my intention to go hy the 
way of Paris, in order to obtain a letter to the Fieneb mi- 
nister at Copenhagen, from the Count de M<»tmorin, as 
the one I obtained is from the Count de Vergennes. It 
would be hidily flattering to me if 1 could carry with me a 
letter from Congress to His Most Christian Majesty, thank- 
ing him for the squadron he did us the honor to support 
under our flag. And on this occasion. Sir, permit me, with 
becoming diffidence, to recal the attention of my sovereign 
to the letter of recommendation I brought with me from 
the Court of France, dated 30th May, 1780. It wonld be 
pleasing to me, if that letter should be found to merit a 
place on the journals of Congress. Permit me also to in- 
treat that Congress will be pleased to read Ae letter I re- 
ceived from the minister of marine, when his Majesty 
deigned to bestow on me a golden hilted sword, emblema- 
tical of the happy alliance — an honor which his Majesty 
never conferred on any other foreign officer. I owea the 
high favor which I enjoyed at the Court of France, in a 
great degree, to the favorable testimony of my conduct* 
which had been communicated by his Majesty's ambassa- 
dor, under whose eye I acted in the most critical situation, 
in the Texel, as well as to the public opinion of Europe. 
And the letter with yvhich I was. honored by the prime 
minister of France, when I was about to return to America, 
is a clear proof that we might have drawn still greater ad- 
vantages Irom the generous disposition of our ally, if car 
marine had not been lost whilst I was, by perplexing cir- 
cumstances, detained in Europe, after I had ^ven the 
Count de Maurepas my pTan for forming a combined squad- 
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Ton of 10 or 13 ndl of frigates, supported bj the America, 
with a detachment of French troops on board, the Vhole 
at the expense of his Majesty. 

It is certain that I am much flattered by receiving a gold 

sword from the most illustrious Monarch now living ; but 

I had refused to accept his commission on two occasions, 

before that time, when some firmness was necessary to resist 

the temptation. He was not my sovereign. I served the 

cause of freedom, and honors from iny sovereign would be 

more pleasing. Since the year 177d, when I displayed 

the American flag for the first time, with my own hands, I 

have been constantly devoted to the interests of America. 

Foreigners have perhaps given me too much credit, and 

this may have raised my ideas of my services above their 

real value, — but my zeal can never be overrated. 

I should act inconsistently if I omitted to mention the 
dreadful situation of our unhappy fellow-citizens in slavery 
at Alters. Their almost hopeless fate is a deep reflection 
on our national character in Europe. I beg leave to influ- 
ence the humanity of Congress in their behalf, and to pro- 
pose that some expedient may be adopted for flieir redemp- 
tion. A fund might be raised for that purpose, by a duty 
of a shilling per month from seamens' wages throughout 
the continent, and I am persuaded that no £fficulty would 
be made to that requisition. 

I have the honor to be &c. 

Jones when in France had. transmitted information of the 
hostile designs of the Algerines against the American trade, 
in a copy of a letter from M. Soulanges, dated at Toulbn, 
the 14th of Julv, 1785, written to the consular authorities 
in the ports of that kingdom. Annexed is a translation of it : 

. " Toulon, July 14/A, 1785. 
M. de Legordes, who has arrived from Algiers in the fri- 
gate Minerva, which he commands, has, on entering this 
road, given me information that that Regency had armed 
eight vessels, xebecks and barks, with from 18 to 34 guns 
each, destined to cruise fiN>m Cape St. Vincent to the 
Azores, to capture Americans, against whom they have de- 
clared war* I give you immediate advice^of this circum- 
stance, gentlemen, as well on account of the interest your 
place may have in the cruise of these vessek, as to enable 
yon to f^ive notice of it to American captains* The Alge- 
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rines have another division of four vesseki but too small to 
occasion any disturbance in our seas* 

SOULAVOES.'^ 

" This eventy'^ said Jones, writing to Mr. Jefierson, on 
the 3l8t July, 1785, 'Vmaj, I believe, surprise some of our 
fellow-citizens ; but for fny part I am rather surprised that 
it did not take place sooner. It will produce a good effect 
if it unites the people of America in measures conastent 
with their national honor and interest, and rofises tihem 
from that ill-judged securi^ which &e intoxication of suc- 
cess has produced since the Revolution.'' 

On &e ad of October, 1787, the Chevalier Jenea wrote 
farther to Mr. Jay : 

JiaO'Yorky October 3^, 1787. 
His Excellency John Jav, Esq. Minister ) 
of Foreign Afiairs, New- York. > 

Sir, 
As Congress have now referred back to you for your r^ 
port, the ^ef part of the letter I had the honor to address 
vou the i 8th or July last, I beg leave to observe on the lat- 
ter part of that letter, respectii^ the fund I wish to see esta- 
blished for the redemption of our fellow-eitixenB at Algiersy 
that I had also in view, at the time, a national estabfishmen^ 
on the plan of the Greenwich Hospital in Engknd, or Ho^ 
tel des Invalides at Paris, which would be e0ected from the 
residue of the increasing (iind I have proposed. I beg jon, 
therefore. Sir, to take notice of this in your report. 

I have the honor to be. Sir, yours, &c. 

On perusing the subjoined resolutions and letter to fte 
King of France, a just conception will be entertained of the 
high consideration in which the Chevalier was held by the 
United States in Congress assembled. They are 8um:ient 
to refute all the calumnies circulated against him by Ins 
enemies : 

In Congress, October 16tfa» 1787. 
Resolved unanimously. That a medal of gold be atrack, 
and jpresented^o the Chevalier John Paul Jones, in com- 
memoration ofthe valor and brilliant services of that oC* 
cer, in the command of a squadron of American and Pnench 
ships under the flag and commission of the Umtoi Stitesr 
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off ifae ciMst of Great Britain, in the late war; and that the 
Hon. Mr* Jefferson, Minister Plenipotentiary of the United 
States at flie court of Versailles, have the same executed, 
with (he proper devices. 

Reiohed, That a letter be written to His Most Christian 
Hajestj, informing him, that the United States in Confess 
assembled, have bestowed upon the Chevalier John Paul 
Joaes this medal, as well in consideration of the distinguish- 
ed marks of approbation which His Majesty has been plea- 
sed to confer upon that officer, as from a sense of his merit : 
and that, as it is his earnest desire to acquire greater know- 
Ie4ge in his professicm, it would be acceptable to Congress, 
that His Majesty would be pleased to permit him to embark 
with his fleets of evolution, convinced that he can no where 
dse so well acquire thA knowledge which may hereafter 
render hitt more extensively usefiiL 
^ Ordered, That the Secretary for Foreign Affairs prepare 
aletter for &e above purpi^se, to be signed by the Presi- 
d^t; dsoA that the Chevalier Jones be the bearer of the said 
letter. 

In Congress, October 16th, 1787. 
** The Secretary for Foreign Affairs reports : 

That, agr^bly to the order of the 16th, he hath prepar- 
ed die following letter to His Most Christian Majesty, which, 
having been duly signed and countersigned, was delivered 
to the Chevalier John Paul Jones : 

Gas AT AND Beloved Friei^d, 
We, the United States in Congress assembled, in consi- 
deration of the distinguished marks of approbation with 
which your Majesty has been pleased to honor the Cheva- 
lier John Paul Jones, as well as from a sense of his merit, 
have unammottsly directed a medal of gold to be struck and 
preaeBted to him, in commemoration of his« valor and bril- 
fiaot services, while commanding a squadron of French and 
American ships under our flag and commission, off the coast 
of Great Britain, in the late war. ^ 

As it is his earnest desire to^acquire greater knowledge in 
his profiMsion, we cannot forbear requesting of your Majesty 
to pemtit him to embark in your fleets of evcdution, where 
only it will be probably in his power to acquire that degree 
of knowledae which may hereafter render him more exten- 
Btvelj ttseraL 
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most conducive to the successful issue thereof; provided, that 
the ultimate conclusion of the business be not made by the 
ageDt without the previous approbation of the said minister : 

That the person Employed shall, for his agency in the 
business afoi^esaid, be allowed 5 per cent, for ail expenses 
and demands whatever, on that account. 

Ordered^ That the Board of Treasury transmit to the* 
Minister of the United States at the Court of Versailles all 
the necessary documents relative to the prizes delivered up 
by Denmark. 

In Congress, October 26th, 1787* 
Orderedj That the Secretary of Congress infomr tlie 
Chevalier John Paul Jones that the business relative to the 
prizes taken during the late war, and sent to Denmark, is 

Sut under the management of the Hon. Thomas Jefierson 
[inister of the United States at the Lourt of Versailles, and 
that he furnish Mr. Jones with a copy of such part of the 
Resolution as respects the appointment of an agent by Mr. 
Jefferson, relative to the said prizes. 

Chevalier Jones, in embarking again for Europe, evidently 
had some dread of falling into the power of the British* 
From what this apprehension proceeded is uncertain ; whe- 
ther from incidents in his life prior to his entering the Ame- 
rican service, or from the injury he had inflicted on British 
subjects during the Revolutionary Var. It could hardly 
have been the latter ; for honored and protected as he was, 
by both America and France, it is not likely he would have 
apprehended molestation or capture for having participated 
in the war of the Revolution. Whatever the ground of 
hia fears may have been, it is certain that he entertained 
them : for writing to Mr. Jefferson from New- York, on the 
24th of October, 1787, he said, '*' I should have embarked 
in the packet that will sail for Havre to-morrow morning; 
but an account having arrived here that the English fleet is 
out, and was seen steering to the westward, and that a British 
squadron is cruising in the North Sea, has induced me, with 
the advice of my friends, to postpone my embarkation till 
the next opportunity, an American ship, about the beginning 
of next month." 

The Chevaher reached Paris in December, 1 787. when he 
sent to Mr. Jefferson the annexed private note. What his 
^^ strong reasons" for temporary seclusion were, do not 
appear : — 
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{PriiaU.) HoUldeBeawDmsruedii'tneux ^MgU9iines. 
His Excellency Thomas JEFrERsoR^ EiN|. 

Sir, Parii^ December IM, I7&7* 

I am just arrired here fran England. 1 left New-Toik Cbe 
1 1th of November, and haye broi^t public despatches md a 
number of priTale letters for you. 1 woald have waited on joo 
immediately, instead of writiog, hut I hare several xfitM^feafOfu 
for desiring that no person should know of my being l^re tiQ I 
have seen you, and been favored wilh^our sdvice on the steps 
I ought to pursue. I have a letter from Congress for the Kii^ 
and perhaps you will think it adviseable not to present H at tins 
moment. I shall not go out, till 1 hear from, or see you. — And, 
as the peqple in this hotel do not know my-name^ you will ptease 
to ask for the gentleman just arrived, who is loc^^ in Mo.<l. 

I am with great esteem and reject, te. 

When Jones was iu Euiope id 1 783, he was, bv a letter 
from Dr. Franklin, of the 17th of December of uiat year, 
authorized and directed to solicit justice from the Court of 
Denmark, in relation to the prizes sent into Beigen, and 
restored to the Bri^sh. As tar back as the S2d of Decem- 
ber 1779, Dr. Franklin had addressed a memorial to fhe 
prime minister of Denmaric on the same subject* That pa- 
per is so characteristic of the philosophical turn of mmd of 
our iHuQtrious countryman, that it is offered to tiie perusal 
of the reader : 

Memorial ietU to the Prime Miniiter of Denmark^ ly B. Framkim^ 
Minister of the United States of America at Pofis^ rtspedmg 
the prizes given up by Denmark to the English. 

Passvy near Paris^ December.nd^ )7*79. 
Sir, 
I have received letters from M. de Chezaulz, Consul of Fnace 
at Bergen in Norway, acquainting me that two ships, vis. the 
Bet^ and the Union, prizes taken from the £i^;|ish on timr 
coasts by Captain Landais, commander of the Alhance frigate, 
appertaining to the United States of North America ; which 
prizes having met with bad weather at sea, that had damaged 
their rigging, and occasioned leaks, and being weakly mannedt 
had taken shelter in the supposed neutral port of jSei^n, in 
order to repair their damages, procure an additional number of 
sailors, and the necessary refreshments ; that they were in the 
said Dort enjoying as they conceived the common ri^ts of hos- 
pttaiity established and practised by civilized nations, imder the 
care of the above said consul, when on the 28th of October 
last, the said ships with their carffoes and papers, were suddenly 
[ seized by the officers of His Majesty the King of Denmark^ to 
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whom the said port belongs, the American officers and seamen 
tarned oat of their possession, and the whole deliTered to the 
£i^h consttL 

M. de Chezaalx has also sent me the following as a translation 
of his Majesty's order, by which the aboye proceedings are said 
to be authorized, viz. : 

''The English minister having insisted on the restitution of the 
trro Fessels captured by the American fr^te the Alliance, Cap- 
tain Landais, and which have been brought into Berghen, viz., 
the Beti§y of Liverpool, and the Uni<m of London, his Majesty 
has granted the demand, on the ground that he has not yet recog- 
nised the independence of the colonies associated against Eng* 
land, and because the vessels could not be considered as good 
and lawful prizes, the two said vessels are therefore declared 
free, and have liberty to depart immediately with tBeir cargoes/' 
By a si;d>seqaent letter from the same consul I am informed 
that a third prize belonging to the said United States, viz., the 
Charming Polly^ which arrived at Bergen afler the others, had 
also been seized and delivered up in the same manner, and that 
all the people of the three vesseb being thus stript of their 
property, (for every one of them had an interest in the prizes,) 
were tumeid on shore to shift for themselves, without money, in 
a strange place, no provision being made for their subsistence, 
or for sending them back to their country. Permit me. Sir, to 
observe on this occasion, that the United States of America have 
no war but with the English. They have never done any injury 
to other nations, particularly none to the Danish nation ; on the 
contrary, they are in some degree its benefactors, as they have 
opened a trade of which the English made a monopoly, and of 
which the Danes may now have their share, and by dividing the 
British empire have made it less dangerous to its neighbors. 
Tbej conceived that every nation whom they had not offended, 
was by the rights of humanity their friend ; Jhey confided in the 
hospitality of Denmark, and thought themselves and their pro« 
pertj safe when \inder the roof of his Danish Majesty. But 
they find themselves stript of that property, and the same given 
up to their enemies, on the principle only, that no acknowledge- 
ment had yet been formally made by Denmark, of the independ- 
ence of the United States, whiclr is to say, that there is no obli* 
gatlon of justice towards any nation, with whom a treaty promi- 
sing the same has not been preyiously made. This was indeed 
the doctrine of ancient barbarians ; a doctrine long since explo- 
ded, and which it would not be for the honor of the present age 
o revive ; and it is hoped that Denmark will not by supporting 
ind persistingin this decision obtained of his Majesty apparently 

Oo 
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by surprise, be the first modem nation that shall attempt to re. 

vive it* 

The United 3tates oppressed by, and in war with one of the 
most powerful nations of Europe, may well be supposed incapa- 
ble in their present infant state, of exacting justice from other 
nations not disposed to grant it ; but it is in human nature that 
injuries as well as benefits received in times of weakness and 
distress, national as well as personal, make deep and lasting im- 
pressions ; and those ministers are wise, who look into futurity, 
and quench the first sparks of misunderstanding . between two 
nations, which, neglected may in time grow into a flame, all the 
consequence whereof, no human prudence can foresee, which 
may produce much mischief to both, and cannot possibly produce 
any good to either. 

I beg leare through your Excellency, to :«ubmit these coo- 
siderations to the wisdom , and justice of his Danish Majesty y 
whom I infinitely respect, and who I hope will consider and re- 
peal the order abore recited, and that if the prizes which I 
hereby reclaim in behalf of the United States of America, are 
not actually gone to England, they may be stopt and redeliyered 
to M. de Chezaulx the said consul of France at Bergen, in whose 
care they before were, with liberty to depart for America, when 
the season shall permit. But if they shall be already gone to 
England, I must then reclaim from his Majesty's equity the valac 
of the said three prizes, which is estimated at 50,000/. sterling, 
but which may be regulated by the best information that can hy 
any means be obtained. 

I am, with the greatest respect, &c. 

B. Franklin, Minister Plen. 



The Chevalier now 
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received a regular appointment from 
it is believed, drew up a memorial 
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by Ml*. Jefferson is a memorandum, 
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'*' Lea Aneiens (saya Vattel in his excellent treatise entitled ^ le droit des 
gens,) ne'se era joient tenus a rien envers lea peuples qui ne leurs etoieDt 
unis par un traits d^amitd enfin la roix de la nature se fit entendre aux pea- 
pies civilis^ ; ils reconnurent que tous les hommes etoient freres." An in- 
justice of the same kind done a century or two since by some IBngiiah in 
the East Indies, Grotius tells us, ^^ ne manquoit pas de partisans, qui soote^ 
noient que par le aociennes loix d'Angleterre on ne punissoit point en ce 
Royaume les outrages commis centre, les etrangers quand il n^ "^^ P^^^ 
d' Alliance, contracted avec eux." But this principle he condemns in the 
^tftrongest terms. Hist des troubles des Pays bas, livre XVI. 
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use, when he should arrive at Copenhagen* This commis- 
sion ran thus: 

To John Paul Jones, Esq., Commodore in the service of the 

United States of America. 

The United States of America in Congress assembled , 
having thought proper by their resolve of the 25th of October 
1787, to auti^orize and instruct me finally to settle and conclude 
all demands of the United States, against His Majesty the King 
of Denmark, on account of the prizes delivered to Great Britain 
during the late war ; — and to despatch yourself, or any other 
agent, to the Court of Denmark, with such powers, and instruc- 
tions relative thereto, as I might think proper, provided the ulti- 
mate conclusion of the business be not made by the said agent, 
without my previous approbation, I hereby authorize you to pro- 
ceed to the Court of Denmark, for the purpose of making the 
necessary representations on the subject, and foe conferring 
thereon with such persons, as shall be appointed on that behalf 
by the said Court, and for agreeing provisionally on the arrange- 
ment to be taken, transmitting the same to me at Paris, for final , 
approbation. 

Given under my hand and seal at Paris, this 24th day of Janu- 
ary in the year of our Lord 1788, and of the independence of 
the United States of America, the twelfth. 

Th. Jefferson. 

The Chevalier proceeded on his mission. His health, it 
seems, had suffered on the way to his destination, probably 
from the severity of the weather. From the capital of Den- 
mark, where he was treated with the most distinguished 
marks of regard, he wrote to Mr. Jefierson as follows : 

Copenhageny March llth, 1788. 

His Excellency Thomas Jefferson, Esq. 
Sir, 

I have been so much indisposed since my arrival here, the 
4th, from the fatigue and excessive cold { suffered on the road, 
that I have been obliged to confine myself almost constantly to 
my chamber. I have kept my bed for several days ; but I now 
ieel myself better, and hope the danger b over. On my arri* 
val, I paid my respects to the minister o£ France ; he received 
me with great kindness. We went five days ago to the minister 
of foreign affairs, I was much flattered with my reception, and 
our conversation was long and very particular respecting Ame- 
rica and the new constitution, of which I presented a copy ; he 
observed, that it had struck him as a very dangerous power to 
make the President commander in chief ; in other respects, it 
appeared to please him much, as leading to a near and sure 
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treaty of commerce beCweeo America and Denmai^ ; it was a 
day of public busiDess, and I coald not do more tbaa present 
your letter. I shall follow the business closely* In a few days, 
when I am re-established in health, I am to be presented to the 
whole court, and to sup with the King. I shall after that be 
presented to all the corps diplomatic, and other persons of dis- 
tinction here : I am infinitely indebted to the attentions I recdi- 
Ted from the minister of France. I made the inquiry you de- 
aired in Holland, and should then have written to you in conse- 
Suence, had I not been assured by authority (M. Van Staphont,) 
liat I could not doubt, that letters had been sent you on the sub- 
ject, that could not fail of giving you satisjfaction. Mr. Van 
Staphorst was Tery obliging. 

At Hamburg i ordered the smoked beef you desired to be 
sent to you, to the care of the American agent at Havre de 
Grace : you have nothing' to do but receive it, pajiog wiiat 
little charges may be on it. 

My ill health and fatigue on the road, hindered me from pre- 
paring the extract of the engagement. When you see Mr. Lit- 
tle Page, I pray you to present my kind complimentB. It is 
said here, that the Empress confides the coaunand of her fleet, 
that will pass the Sound, to Admiral Greg ; and that he means 
to call at an English port to take provisions, &c. The Ham- 
burg papers, I am told, have announced the death of Dr. Frank- 
lin ; I shall be extremely concerned if the account proves true — 
God forbid ! The departure of the post obliges me to con- 
clude. I am, with a deep sense of your kind attachmeat. 

Sir, yours, &c. 

On the 1 8tb of the same month, he again wrote to the 
American minister at Paris : 

Copenhagen, Mar€h IM^ 178S. 

His Excellency Thomas Jeffkrsoh, Esq. 
Sir, 

Yesterday His Excellency the Baron de la Houze, Minister 
Plenipotentiary of France at this court, did me the honor to 
present me publicly to His Majesty, the royal family, and 
chief personages at the royal palace here. I had a very po- 
lite and distinguished reception. The Queen Dowager conver- 
sed with me for some time, and said the most civil thit^. Her 
Majesty has a dignity of person and deportment which becomes 
her well, and which she has the secret to reconcile with great 
affability and ease. The Princess Royal is a charming penon, 
and the graces are so much her own, that it is impossible to see 
and converse with her, without paying to her that homage 
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whicli artless beauty and good nature will erer commaiML Afl 

the royal family spoke to mc ezcefit the Kuik, who speaks lo 

no persoD wh^o presented. His Majesty salnteid ne with great 

comptaisance at first, and as often aAerward as we met in the 

course of the evening. The Prince Royal is greathr helored, 

and eitremely affable : he asked me a nvml^r of pertinent 

qaestioDS respecting America* I had the honor to be invited to 

8Qp vrith His Majesty and the royal family, The eenuwr at 

table consisting of seventy ladies and gentlemen, inclo^mihe 

royal fnnily, the ministers of state, foreign ambassadors, kc* 

was rery brilliant. The death of Dr. Franklin seems to be 

generally believed. Every person I have spoken with at coorty 

laments the event, as a misibrtane to hnman natnre. 1 have had 

a second conference with the minister of foreign a£urs, bot 

nothing is yet done ; I will press him to conclude. 1 am so con* 

tinually feasted, and have so many visits to pay and receive, that 

I have scarcely a moment to call my own ; and the departure 

of the post does not now afford me Uie time necessary to>coni» 

pare the whole of my last. 1 have received no letter whatever 

since I came here. 

I am» with great esteem and respect. Sir, yoois, lee. 

Copeaka^eny March 2(Mk, 1788. 
His Excellency Thomas Jefferson, Esq. 

Sir, 
I embrace the occasion of a yonng gentleman jnst arrived 
here express from St. Peterebnig,and who sets oat immediately 
express for Paris, to transmit yon the foregoing copy of my last 
of the 18th. I have written to'Norway, and expect a sadsfac* 
tory answer. The minister of France is surprised to have had 
no object from Versailles respecting me. I pray yon, and so 
does he, to push that point immediately. The minister of 
foreign affairs will receive me on Saturday. Please to present 
my kind compliments to Mr. Little Page. If there is any thing 
new from that quarter, you will no doubt communicate it. 

I am, sincerely, yours, &c. 

Copenhagen^ March 25ihy 1788. 
His Excellency Thomas Jefferson, Esq. 

Sir, 
I propose to send the present, under cover, to Messieurs Ni- 
cliolas and Jacob Van Staphorst of Amsterdam ; presuming you 
may be there by the time they will receive it. If you are not 
axxived, or fully expected to arrive there in a day or two, they 
will be requested to forward you my letter. My mission here 
ts not yet at an end, bot the minister has promised to determine 
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soon, and I hm trrote to claim that promise. Before you can 
receire this, Monsiear de SemoliB will have informed you, litat 
your proposat to him, and his application on that idea, have 
been well receired. The matter is communicated to me here, 
ia the most flatteriog expreseions, by a letter I have receired 
from His Excellency the Baron de Krudener. There seeoM, 
however, to r^nain some difficulty respecting the tetter of Mon- 
aie uriie Semolin'a proposal, though it is accepted, in mtrtaacg, 
w}l|Pl^ appearance of great satisfaction. I find myself ander 
the necessity of setting out for St. Petersburg throi^ Sweden, 
in a few days, instead of returning first, as was my wish and 
intenttoo, to Paris. 1 hope in the mean time to receive a satis- 
factory answer, which I shall duly communicate to yon. Your 
fbture letters for me, you will please to send under cover, to 
the minister of France at Petersburg, or rather deliver them 
to Monsieur de Semolin, to whom 1 tender my s'mcere and re- 
' spectfnl thanks for his good offices, which I shall ever remun- 
ber with pleasure and gratitude, and which I shall always be 
ambitious to merit. I esteem myself also much indebted to 
Mr. Little Page, and hope I may one day convince him how 
sensible I am of his friendly behavior. I say nolhing at pre&eot 
of your attachment, but my feelings do yon justice. 

I am, with unbotmded esteem and sincere regard, kc. 

Jones did not remain long at Copenhagen, but whilst 
there he pressed the business entrusted to him with his usual 
ardor. The Danish Court, either from a fear of oflendii^ 
Great Britain, or a desire to procrastinate, pleaded a want 
of full powers in the Chevalier to treat, and transferred the 
negotiation to Paris, as will be seen in the subjoined corres- 
pondence with Count Bemstorfif. Jones was impatient to 
go to Russia, whose sovereign, the celebrated Catfaarioe 
II., bad invited bim thither by the roost flattering promises 
of patronage. It was Mr. Jefferson who originally pro* 
jected for the Chevalier this adventure, which so admirably 
accorded with his chivalric disposition. 

Copenkagtn, Marth 24tA, 1788. 

His ExcellencT M. le Comte de Beknstorpf, Knight of "i 

the order of the Elephant, Secretary of State for Fo- > 

reign Affairs, &c.. Copenhagen. i 

Sir, 

Prom Uie act of Congress, (the act by which 1 am honored 

with a gold medal,} I had the hoDor to shew your Excellency 

the 31st of this month, as well as from the convetvatioi) that 

ftiUowad, you must be convinced that circunutancee do not per- 
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rnit me to remain here ; but that I am under a neceaaity, either 
to return to France, or proceed to Russia. As the minister of 
the United States, at Pans, gave me the perusal of the packet 
he wrote by me, and which I had the honor to present to joa 
on my arrival here, it is needless to go into any detail on the 
object of my mission to this court, which Mr. Jefferson has 
particularly explained. The promise you have given me of a 
prompt and explicit decision from this court, on the act of Con- 
gress of the 25th of October last, inspires me with full confi- 
dence. I have been very particular in communicating to the 
United States, all the polite attentions with which I have been 
honored at this court ; and they will learn with great pleasure 
the kind reception 1 had from yoxju I felicitate myself on being 
the instrument to settle the delicate national business in ques- 
tion, with a minister who conciliates the views of the wise states- 
man, with the noble sentiments and cultivated mind of the true 
philosopher and man of letters. 

1 have the honor to be, with great respect, yours, kc, 

Copenhagen^ March 30f/i, 1788. 

His Excellency M. le Comte de Berrstorff. 
Sir, 

Your silence on the subject of my mission from the United 
States to this court, leaves me in the most painful suspense ; 
the more so as I have made your Excellency acquainted with 
the promise I am under, to proceed as soon as possible to St. 
Petersburg. This being the ninth year since the three prizes 
reclaimed by the United States, were seized upon in the port 
of Bergen, in Norway, it is to be presumed, that this court has 
long since, taken an ultimate resolution respecting the compen- 
sation demanded by Congress. Though 1 am extremely sensi- 
ble of the favorable reception with which I have been distin- 
guished at this court, and am particularly flattered by the polite 
attentions with which you have honored me at every confe- 
rence, yet I have remarked, with great concern, that you have 
never led the conversation to the object of my mission here. 
A man of your liberal sentiments will not, therefore, be surpri- 
sed or offended at my plain dealing, when I repeat that 1 impa- 
tiently expect a prompt and categorical answer, in writing, fron^ 
this court, to the act of Congress of the 2dth of October last. 
Both my duty and the circumstances of my situation, constrain 
me to make this demand, in the name of my sovereign the Uni- 
ted States of America ; but I beseech you to believe, that though 
I am extremely tenacious of the honor of the American flag, 
yet my personal interest in the decision I now ask, would never 
fanye induced me to present myself to this court. You are too 
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jart, Sir, to deliy my bwiaeM here ; which w«qU put me ua- 
der the nec««tty to break the promiae I hare made to Her 
Ifl^erial Hggestjr, coafonnaUe to jrour advice. 

I hare the honor to be, with gnwi respoct, lu. 

Coptnhagen, -^ril 4th, 1788. 
The Chevalier Paul Jones, Commitoder in C^ef of i 
the squadron of the United States of America. \ 

SiK, 

Tou have requested of me an answer to the letter yoa ^ 
me the honor to remit to me from Mr. Jefferson, minister pleni* 
DOtentiary of the United States of America, near His Most 
Christiau Majesty. [ do it with so much more pleasure, as yoa 
have iospirea me with as much interest as confidence, and thk 
OccauoD appears to me faTorable to make knowo the sentimeiits 
of the King mj master, on the objects to which we attach so 
much importance. Nothing can be further from the plans and 
' the wishes of HisMajesty. than to let fall a negotiation, nhich 
bai aitly been suspended in conaequence of circumstances ari- 
sing from the necessity of maturing a new sitoation, so as to 
enlighten himself on their reciprocal interests, and to avoid the 
inconTenience of a preripitate and imperfect arrangement. 1 
am aethorized. Sir, to give yoa, and through you to Mr. Jeffer- 
son, the word of the King, that His Majesty will renew the ne- 
gotiation for a treaty of amity and commerce in the forms al- 
ready f^eed upon, at the instant that the new constitution (this 
admirable plan, so worthy of the wisdom of tbe most eoligbt- 
ened men) will have been adopted by tbe States, to whicJi 
nothing more was wanted to assure to itself a perfect coosidera- 
lion. If it has not been possible, Sir, to discuss de&iutivelj 
with yoa, neither the principal object nor its accessaries, the 
ides "^ eluding the question, or of retarding the decision, had 
not the least part in it. I hav? already bad the honor to ez- 
presa to you, in our conversations, that your want of plenipo- 
tentiary powers from Congress, was a natural and invincible 
obstacle. It would be, likewise, contrary to the establisbed 
custom, to change the seat of negotiation, which has not been 
broken off, but only suspended, thereby to transfer it from Paris 
to Copenhigen. 

1 have only one more favor to ask of you, Sir, that you would 
be the interpreter of our sentiments in regard to the United 
States. It would be a source of gratification to me to think that 
what 1 have said to you oa this subject, carries with it that con- 
viction of tbe truth which it merits. We desire to form with 
tbem connexions solid, useful, and essential ; we wish to estn- 
natural and immovable. The momeatarj 
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doudfi — ^the inGertitudea wbich the nucfortnnes of the tim^s 
brought wkh them, exist no longer. We shonld no longer recol- 
lect it, bnt to feel in a more lively manner, the happiness of a 
more fortunate period ; and show onrselTes more eager to 
prore the dispositions most proper to effect a onion, and to pro- 
cure reciprocally the advantages which a sincere alliance can 
afford, and of which the two countries are susceptible. These 
are the sentiments which I can promise you, Sir, en our part, 
and we flatter ourselves to find them likewise in America ; no- 
thiikg then can retard the conclusion of an arrangement, which 
I am happy to see so far advanced. 

Permit me* to repeat to you. Sir, again, the assurances of the 
perfect and distinguished consideration with which I have the 
honor to be, &c. BERNSTonrr. 

Copenhagen^ April Bthy 1788. 

His Excellency M. le Comte de Bernstorff, &c. 
Sir, 

I pray your Excellency to inform me when I can have the 
honor to wait on you, to receive the letter you have been kind 
enough to promise to write me in answer to the Act of Con- 
gress of the 25th of October last. As you have told me that 
my want of plenipotentiary powers to terminate, tdtifnately^ the 
business now on the carpet between this Court and the United 
States has determined you to authorize the Baron de Blome 
to negotiate and settle the same with Mr. Jefferson at Paris, 
and to conclude at the same time an advantageous treaty of 
commerce between Denmark and the United States ; my busi- 
ness here will of course be at an end when I shall have receiv- 
ed your letter, and paid you my thanks in person for the very 
polite attentions with which you have honored me. 

I am, with great respect, &c. 

Copenhagen^ April Bihy 1788. 

His Excellency Thomas Jefferson, Esq. 
Sir, 

By my letters to the Count de Bemstorff, and his Excellency's 
answer, you see that my business here is at an end. If I have 
not finally concluded the object of my mission, it is neither your 
fault nor mine : the powers I received are found insufficient, 
and you could not act otherwise than was prescribed in your 
Jnstractions. Thus it frequently happens, that good opportuni- 
ties are lost when the supreme power does not place a suffi- 
cient confidence in the distant operations of public officers, 
vrhether civil or military. I have, however, me melancholy 
satisfaction to reflect, that I have been received and treated here 
witli a distinctton far ahove the pretensions of my public mis- 
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siob ; and I felicitate myflelf sincerely, on being, at my own ex* 
penae, (and even at the peril of my life, for my snfermg^y from 
the inclemency of the weather, aad oiy waot of proper meiM 
tognard against it on the journey, were inexpressible ; aadl be- 
lieve, from what I yet feel, will contmue to affect my constitntioo) 
the instrument to renew the negotiation between this comity and 
the United States : the more so, as the honor is now reserved 
for you to display your great abilities and integrity by the com* 
pletion and improvement of what Dr. Franklin had wisely be- 
gun. I have done then, what perhaps no other person would 
have undertaken under the same circumstances ; and while 1 
have the consolation to hope that the United States w91 derive 
■olid advantages from my journey and efforts here, I rest per> 
fectiy satisfied, that the interests of the brave men IcommaiidBd 
will experience in you parental attention, and diatthe AmeriesD 
flag can lose none of its lustre, but the contrary, while ill honor 
is confided to you. America being a young nation with an in- 
creaaiog commerce, which will naturally produce a navy, I 
please myself with the hope, that in the treaty you are about to 
conclude with Denmark, you will find it easy and bi|^ advtti- 
tageous to include certain articles for admitting America into 
the armed neutrality. I persuade myself before-hand, that thii 
would afford pleasure to the Empress of Russia* who ia at the 
head of that noble and humane combination ; and as I shall now 
set out immediately for St Petersburg, I will mestioii the idea 
to her Imperial Majesty, and let you know ber answer. 

If Congress should think I deserve the promotion that was 
proposed when I was last in America, and should eoadeacend to 
confer on me the grade of rear-admiral, firom ibe digr I took the 
Serapis, (23d of Se^t. 1779) I am persuaded it would be very 
agreeable to the Empress, who now deigns to offer me an e<pid 
rank in her service, although 1 never yet had the honor to draw 
my sword in her cause, nor to do any other act that could di- 
rectly merit her imperial benevolence. While I ecpresi, in 
the warm effusion of a grateful heart, the deep sense I feel of 
my eternal obligation to you, as the author of the hononMe 
prospect that is now before me, I must rely on your friendship 
to justify to the United States the important step I tiow take, 
conformable to your advice. Tou know I bad no idea of tfiii 
new fortune when I found that you had put it in tndoi beim 
my last return to Paris from America. I have not forsaken m 
country, that has had many disinterested and difficult prooft of 
my steady affection ; and I can never renounce the g^onous title 
^ n ciHzen of the United SUaes ! 

It is true I have not the express permission of the sove^ 
reigoty, to accept the offer of her Imperial Miges^ : yet Ame- 



\ 



992 

rica u uMtependent, U in perfect peace, h«s no public emploj- 
ment &r my military talents ; but why should I excuse a conduct 
wbicfi I should rather hope, would meet with general approba- 
tioD ? In the latter part of the year 1781^ Congress passed an act 
ibr my embarkation in the fleet of his most Christian Majesty ; 
and when, a few months ago, I left America to return to Europe^ 
I was made tl^ bearer of a letter to his most Christian Mi^jesty, 
requesting me to be pennitted to embark in the. fleets of evolu- 
tion. Why did Congress jpass those acts ? To facilitate my 
imi^Tement in the art of conducting fleets and militair ope- 
rations. I am then, conforming myself to the views of Con- 
gress ; but the roll allotted me, is infinitely more high and diffi- 
cult than Congress intended. Instead of receiving lessons from 
able masters, in the theory of war, I am called to immediate 
practice ; where I must command in chief, conduct the most 
difficult operations, be my own preceptor, and instruct others. 
Congress will allow me some merit in daring to encounter such 
multiplied difficulties. The mark I mentioned of the approba- 
tion <n that honorable body, would be extremely flattering to me 
in the career I am now to pursue, and would stimulate all my 
ambition to acquire the necessary talents, to merit that and even 
greater Avon, at a future day. I pray yon. Sir, to explain the 
circomstanoes of my situation, and be the interpreter of my 
sentiments to the United States in Congress. I ask for nothing ; 
and beg leave to be understood only as having hinted, what Is 
natural to conceive, that the mark of .approbation I mentioned, 
could not fail to be infinitely serviceable to ray views and suc- 
cess in tiie country where I am going. 

The Prince Royal sent me a messenger, requesting me to 
come to his apartment. His Royal Highness said a great many 
civil things lo me, told me the King thanked me ibr my attention 
and civil behaviour to the Danish flag, while I commanded in 
the European seas ; and that His Mijeity wished fi>r occasions 
to testi^ to me his personal esteem, &c. 1 was alone with the 
Prmce half an hour. I am with perfect esteem, kc. 

In 1 IBB the Russians were at war with the Turks, and, 
wanting naval talent, sought and procured it, wherever it 
vras to be found. Among others, it is not surprising that 
Jones should have attracted the notice of so enlightened a 
ruler as Catharine. He went to St. Petersburg ; and no 
loi^r opposing the wishes of the Empress, attached himself 
to her service, under this single condition, '^ that he should 
never be condemned unheara*^^ So expeditious was be in 
his oiovements, tfiat we find him, in the monUi of June 1 788, 
writing a letter frMi an board a Russian man-of<*waf , on tibe 
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Limau sea, to the Marqub de la Fayette. It contains an 
account of his passage throagh Sweden to St. Petersbai^g, 
and of his reception by the Empress: 

On hoard the imperial Mp Wolodimeri4x$ an^ior im ike 
lAmany before Oczaco^^ June 15-26, t788. 

Uonsieur le Mari^uis n^ la Fatette, Major General d > 
Cheyalier du plusienrs Ordres, a son Hdtel a Paris. ) 

My Dear General, and dear Friend, 

The kind letter you did me the honor to write me, the 20th 
of April, was delivered to me at St. Elizabeth, on my way here 
from St. Petersburg. It was very flattering for me to receive 
such a letter from a man whom I so much love and respect as I 
do, and have loi^ done the Marquis de la Fayette. You will 
yourself do justice to my sensibility for all your good offices and 
good intentions, so I need only say, 1 shall always be ambitioas to 
merit the flattering compliment with which you honor me by 
subscribing yourself my " sincere friend.'* 

1 must teU you that Mr. Elliot, (the same who filched Dr. 
Lee's papers at Berlin,) was furious when he found my busineeB 
at Copenhi^n ; and that I was received with great distinction 
at court, and in all the bestsocieties in Denmark. Every time I 
was invited to sup with the King, Elliot made an apology ; he 
shut himself up for more than a month, and then lefl town. This 
occasioned much laughter ; and as he had shunned society from 
the time of my arrival, people said he had gone off in a frigfU f 
I hope Mr. Jefferson is satisfied with the train in which Mefi 
the Danish business. It would have been impossible for me to 
have poshed it any farther, as I had not fuU powers to conclude 
it finally. 

1 went through Sweden to St. Petersburg. The advanced 
season did not permit my return to Paris, the distance would 
have been too long thrAigh Germany, and Elliot had influenced 
the English to put difficulties in the way of my passage by the 
Baltic. I found the Gulf de Botenea barred with ice, and after 
making several fruitless attempts to cross it in a small open boat, 
(about 30 feet long,) I compelled the Swedish peasants to steer 
as I directed them, for the Gulf of Finland ; after about four, or 
five hundred miles of navigation, I landed at Reval, and having 
paid the peasants to their satisfaction, I gave them a good pilot, 
with some provision, to reconduct them to their home. My 
voyage was looked upon as a kind of miracle, being what never 
had been attempted before, unless in large vessels^ 

The Empress received me with a distinction the most flatter- 
ing that perhaps any stranger can boast of. On entering into the 
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Rtusian service, her Majesty conferred on me immediately the 
gn4s of Rear-Admiral. I was detained against my will a fotV 
DJgfat, and continoally feasted at court and in the first socie^' 
This was a cruel grief to the Eng^ah» and I own that their yes- 
aticn, which 1 believe was generd in and about St. Petersburg, 
gave me no pain. 

I presented the Empress with a copy of the new American 
constitution. Her Majesty spoke to me oAen about the United 
plates, and is persuaded that the American revoluiian cannot fail 
to hring about otkerSy and to influence every other gvoemment. I 
mentioned the armed neutrality so honorably patronised by Her 
Majesty ; and I am persuaded that no difficulty will be made 
about admitting the United States into that illustrious association, 
so soon as America shall have built some ships of war. I spoke 
of it to the Danish minister of foreign affairs, who seemed pleased 
with the idea. 

The United States have some commerce with Russia, which 
perhaps we may be able to increase. I should think whale oil, 
dried 6sh, spermaceti and rice, may be articles to suit the Rus- 
sia market ; if the Mecititerranean was not shut to the American 
flag, manv articles might be supplied to the Russian fleet, now 
destined for the Archipelago. I certainly wish to be useful to a 
country I have so long served. I love the people and their 
cause, and shall always rejoice when I can be useful to promote 
their happiness. 

I am glad that the new constitution will be, aa you tell me, 
adopted by more than nine states. I hope, however, they will 
alter some parts of it ; and particularly that they will divest the 
President of aU military rank and command ; for though Qene- 
ral Wa^ngton might be safely trusted with such tempting power 
as the chief command of the fleet and army, yet, depend on it, 
in some other hands it could not fail to overset the liberties of 
America. The President should be oUy the first civil Magis- 
trate, let him command the military with the pen; but deprive 
him of the power to draw his sword and lead them, under some 
plausible pretext, or under any circumstances whatever, to cut 
the throats of a part of his fellow-citizens, and to make him the 
tyrant of the rest. These are not my apprehensions alone, for 
I have mentioned them to many men of sense and learning 
since I saw you, and I have found them all of the same sen- 
timent. 

What are you about my dear General ? Are you so absorbed 
in politics as to be insensible to glory ? That is impossible, quit 
then your divine Calypso, come here, and pay your court once 
more to Belloaa, who, you are sure, will receive you as her fa- 
Torite. You would be charmed with the Prince de Potemkin. 
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On hoard the Wdodimer, before Oczacqff^^ "S^^T**' 17&3» 

His Excellency Thomas Jefferson, Esq. 

Sir, 
Some of my friends in America did me the bonor to ask for 
mv bust ; I enclose the names of eight gentlemen, to each of 
ivnom I promised to send one. Yon will oblige roe mnch by 
desiring Mr. Houdan to have them prepared, and packed up two 
and two : and if Mr. Short, to whom I present my respects^ 
will take the trouble to forward them by good opportunitiesy 
ria HaTre^e-Grace, writing at the same time, a few words to 
each of the gentlemen, I shall esteem it a particular favor. 

Before 1 left Copenhagen I wrote to Mr. Amonreox, mer- 
chant at L'Orient, to dispose of some articles of mine in his 
hands, and remit you the amount. I hope he has done it, and 
that his remittance may be sufficient to pay Mr. Houdan, and 
the expense of striking the medal with which I am honored by 
the United States. But lest this should not turn out as I expect, 
I hare directed Dr. Bancroft to pay any draft of yours on him 
for my account, as far as four or five thousand livres. I shall 
want four gold medals as soon as the dies are finished. I must 
present one to the United States, another to the King of France, 
and I cannot do less than ofier one to the Empress. As you 
will keep the dies for me, it is my intention to have some more 
gold medals struck ; therefore 1 beg you, in the mean time not 
to permit the striking of a single silver or copper medal. 

I pray you to present me in the most respectful terms to Mon- 
sieur de Simolin. However my situation in Russia may termi- 
nate, I shall ever esteem myself under great obligation to him. 
I pny you to present my affectionate respects to the Count 
d'Estaing, and tell him 1 am infinitely flattered by the obliging 
things he has had the goodness to say of me in my absence. I 
admire him for his magnanimity, and it vexes me every time 1 
reflect how little his bravery and patriotism have been rewarded 
hy government. He is the only officer who served throc^ the 
last war without promotion or honors. It is his honor, to be 
beloved by his nation and to have deselrved it. 

I tend enclosed an extract of my Journal on my expedition from 
France to Holland in the year 1779, for the information of the 
Academy of Insciriptions and Belles-Lettres. 1 trust at the same 
time oiore to your judgment than to theirs. There is a medal- 
list who executed Uiree medals for me in wax. One of them 
is the battle between the Bon homme Richard and the Serapia. 
The position of the two ships is not much amiss ; but the ac- 
cessory figures are much too near the principal objects ; and he 
has placed them to windward instead of being, as they really 
were, to leeward of the Bon hoomie Richard mi Serapis. I do 
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not at this moment recollect the medallist's name ; bat he Ut^ 
on the 3d or 4th stage at a marble-cutter's, almost opposite, but 
a little higher than yoar former house, Cul-de-sac Rue Taite- 
bout, and may be easily found. It would be of use to see tbe 
medal he has made, although it is by no means to be copied. I 
owe him a small sum, perhaps 200 litres. I wish to know bow 
much, that I may take an arrangement for paying. I hive not 
comprehended in the extract of my journal the extreme diffical- 
ties I met with in Holland nor my departure from the Tex^ tn 
the Alliance, when I was forced out by the Vice-Admiral Rhjnst 
in the face of the enemy's fleet. The critical situation I was m 
in Holland needs no explanation, and I shall not say how much 
the honor of the American flag depended on my conduct, or how 
much it afliected all the belligerent powers. I shall only say it was 
a principal cause of the resentment of England against Holland, 
and of the war that ensued. It is for you and the academj to 
determine, whether that part of my service ought to be the sub- 
ject of one side of the medal ? 

Before Oczacoff", S^L 16-26, 1788. 
Mr. Littlepage has postponed his departure. I expected him 
to remain with me till the end of the campaign, but he now sets 
out so suddenly, that I cannot send by him the extract of my 
journal in 1779. I will send it in a week or two to my friend 
the Count de Segur at St. Petersburg, and he will forward it to 
you with his ministerial despatches. Your letters with which 
you honor me may also be forwarded to him. I persuade mjr. 
self that Count de Montmorin will do it with pleasure. 1 troa- 
ble you with two enclosed letters, and am with perfect esteem, &c. 

List of gentlemen to whom busts are to be sent. 

General St. Clair, and Mr. Ross, of Philadelphia.— Mr. 
John Jay, General Irvine, Mr. Secretary Thonmson, and 
Colonel Wadsworth, of New- York. — ^Mr. J. MadU8on» and 
Colonel Carrington, of Virginia. 

Admiral Paul Jones presents his respectful compliments to 
Mr. Short, and begs the favor of him to forward the eight boats 
mentioned in the above list by the most direct opportunitieSy 
from Havre de Grace to America. Mr. Jefierson is wrote to on 
this subject ; and Mr. Hondan, who prepares the busts, wiH also 
have them carefully packed up in four boxes. The Admind 
prays Mr. Short to be so obliging as to write a line or two to 
each of the gentlemen for whom the busts are destined. 

Jones was now again in active emplbvment, on tlie de- 
ment most favorable to the display of nis talents. That 
mach reliance was placed on his skill and eneiCT, maj be 
infe r red from the annexed note of the Prince of rfassau : 
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To the Vice- Admiral. 

MaySOtk 1768. 
I send you, Biy dear General, the two answers of M. de 
SuYorow, which he has transmitted unsealed. I heg you to in- 
form me what are you intentions, as 1 have decided, since I 
ba?e the liberty, to march only when you can protect me. 

Priwce Nassau-Siegen. 

From his flag ship, the Wolodimer, the Vice Aihiral wrote 
to that Prince. His letter shews that some ditTerence of 
opinion existed between them : 

On board the frigate Wolodimer ^ June 1st, 1788, opposite ^ 
the first village to the West of the River Bog, j 

The Vice Admiral to the Prince Nassau-Siegen. 

My Prince, 
No person can desire more than myself to make a happy and 
at the same glorious campaign, for the arms of her Imperial 
Majesty. If you can shew mc a more adyantageous position 
than the one I already have, 1 will change my plan with pleasure 
to adopt yours, if you are of opinion that my duty requires 
me to attack the Turkish fleet, under existing circumstances, I 
ask you if 1 ought not to wait until 1 can conquer it. Where is 
the roan who will justify me, if following my own will, and with- 
out any necessity, knowing nothing certain of the position of the 
army of His Highness the Marshal Prince Potemkin, I should 
expose the squadron under my command to be burnt or taken. 
Do you beHeve the enemy will dare make a descent on tl|J8 side 
of Kimboum, and thus place himself between two fires 1 The 
experience of the last year proves that nothing is risked on the 
other side, and that the garrison is strong enough and the gene- 
rals able enough, to repel an attack of ten thousand men. But 
if the squadron which I have the honor to command, shpuld be ' 
destroyed, it is not necessary for me to inform you, that the Bogy 
the C^€r«on,&c. &c. would be open to the ravages of the enemy. 
I would desire from my heart, that Your Highness would place 
one or two batteries under the walls of Kimbourn, to reinforce 
the place ; but you must feel that it is impossible forme to es- 
cort yon even under the guns of Kimboum, without having first 
conquered the Turkish fleet. My intention is to protect Kim- 
bourn, and I believe I do so at this moment If 1 advance I 
shall find myself in a positiofi much less favorable^ without any 
perceptible advantage. The council of war of the squadron and 
of the flotilla, which I held the 4th of June, very inconsiderately 
determined to abandon the only good position in the Limaa. 
fwithout knowing the intentions of His Highness the Prince 

Qq 
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MwshEil) and to advance three rents to occupy another in&utely 
more exposed and leas Btroog^ It was compromittiog our meara 
for tbe remainder of the war, without placing Kimbonm the 
least more in safety — in fact all was to the contrary. We have 
a stroDget force in oqr bqi^es than the Turks, in consequence 
we can always go to the assistance of Kimboom, eren agaiost 
the wind. 

I have the honor to be, with Uie most distingoishedcoBuden- 
tion and attachment, 

Mv PRIRCE, &c. 

Prince Potenikin, if tbe followiag letter may be conn- 
dered as proof, bigbly approved of the bebaviour of Jones, 
and professed to be bis mend : 

Htad quarteri, on the Bog, ntar AWa Qrigortntji, 
Junt 8th, 1788. 
To the Vice Adkiral. 
The part you have taken, in concert with the Prince of 
Nassau in uniting your forces with his, and acting thus against 
the enemy, cannot. Sir, but give me most particalar pleanre. 
This junction iff as necessary as osefal for the service of H4r 
Imperial Majesty and particularly at this time. 1 recommend it 
to you therefore, Sir, in tbe strongest manner posBit)le, in assur- 
ing yon that on every occasion, it will do me tbe greatest plea- 
sure to appreciate to the Empress tbe seryicea yon may rendCT 
the cbnntiy. I would desire you could defer your operalioaB, 
tmtil I may have approached nearer to you, excepting in cue 
the et^emy should give you a good opportunity to oner battle, or 
that the safety of Kimboam should require it. 
I have the honor to be with perfect constderadoD, 
Sir, your most obedient servant. 

Paince PoTEiuiN-TAtiBicieii. 

AlQiou^ there was not, io tbe whole fleet od the Liman, 
oroQ tbe Black Sea, ao officer bo well qualified to direct tbe 
naval operations against the Turks as Jones, yet, sitiialed 
as be was, among rival commanders, be found it indiGpeo* 
sable to defer his judgment to that of others. He appeared 
to be disposed to court tbe fevor of Prince. Potemkia. 

Chi the 8th of June tbe Prince Potemkin bad also writ* 
ten to die Vice-Admiral a letter of thanks in the foilovh^ 
tenns: 

To the Vice-Adjiir*l. 

June SA, 1788. 

The zeal and intrepidity manifested by your Excellency in 
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thft affair against the Turks, on the tth of this month, in aidii^ 
the Prince of Nassau, merit a just cGstinctiijp,* and I return 
yon my thanks. - I am persuaded that such undertakings will 
contribute much to the honor and glory of the Russian arms. 

PrINCK PoTEMKIV-TAITRIcnir. 

The Vice- Admiral replied to the Prince on the lOtfa 
and 11th: 

Oit hoard the Wolodimer, June IM, 1788. 

The Prince Marshal Potemkin-Tauricieit. 
Mt Lord, 

It is with the highest satisfaction that I find your Hif^ess has 

been pleased with my conduct, and that by your letter which I 

have just received, dated the 8th instant, yon have approred 

of the arrangements made by the Prince of Nassau and myself^ 

to combine the forces which you have confided to us, to act in 

concert. For my own part, as it is my glory to serve under 

your orders, / mil tacrifice my own opinion^ in every imtanee 

viure the iwtereMts of Ruseia may render it neceuary^ and I shdl 

esteem myself most happy in doing all that honor may require, 

to prove how sensible and how flattered I am at the goodness 

and kindness of the Empress, and how ambitious I am to merit 

the friendship of Your Highness, in contributing all in my power 

to advance the great views you entertain for the good of the 

country. I bare th« honor to be, kc. 

Wolodimer, qff" Oezakqf, June 1 Ith, 1 788. 
The Prince Marshal Potemkiv. . 

My Lord, 
I am highly flattered by the letter which Your Highness done 
me the honor toVrite to me the 8th of this month, to inform 
me that you were satisfied with my conduct in the afiair of the 
7th inst. It is a new proof of your great and generous soul. I 
can assure you that I did not enter it to increase my own per- 
sonal interests, but solely for the benefit of the Russian arms, 
as I saw the first division of the flotilla of Her Imperial Ma* 
jesty in disorder, and in a most critical situation. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

On the 20th of June, 1788, in a letter to Prince Potem- 
kin, the Vice- Admiral adverts to an afiair between the Rus- 
sians and the Turks, in which he bore a jpart, and for which 
he received a second time, the thanks ol the Prince : 

« < 

^'' For Una affair I received from His Highness the <rcd«r ofSti Anne. 
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Wolodimer, off Oczakqff^^June 20tA, 1788, 

His Highness the Prince Marshal. 
My Lord, 

I could not have been more flatttered than by the letter 
which it has pleased Your Highness to write to me the J9tli 
inst, to mark your satisfaction for the victory gained over the 
enemy, aai\ to do me the particular honor of (fftring me ^^ovr 
thanks. This is a recompense grateful to a heart entirely devo- 
ted to you, and nothing can give me more pleasure than to find 
new opportunities to prove my devotion to the interests of 
Russia. ' 

My intention was to have attacked the Turkish fleet at the 
^me instant I perceived the action commence between the fleet 
of Sevastopole and that of the Turks, outside of Kimbount. 
I would have done it also, if KImbourn had been attacked, and 
oar position and our circumstances rendered it indispeosaUe 
that we should remain firm in case of an attack. We were to 
conquer ot to die^ and my resolution was taken. But it is fojta- 
nate for us that we did not advance, for it was the intention of 
the Turks to attack and board us, and if we had ht&a only 
three versts farther, the attempt would have been made on tbe 
16th, (before the vessel of the Captain Pacha ran aground, ia 
advancing before the wind with all his forces to attack lis,) God 
only knows what would have been the resolt. The Turks had 
a very large force, and we have been informed by our prisoners 
that they were resolved to destroy us, even by buming them- 
selves, (in setting fire to their own vessels, after having grap- 
pled with ours.)* It is certain we should have lost considera- 
bly, and it is at least to be presumed that oar vessels would 
have been rendered unfit for service, so that, I repeal, Provi- 
dence has highly favored us. 

Your Highness can now look upon the capture of Oczakaffy 
as certain as the most superior means and arrangements can 
render military operations. We learn by our pnsoners that 
there are eight thousand troops in that place, who are but badlj 
disciplined. There remains only with Hassan Pacha, fonr 
vessels of his fleet, to wit : One small frigate, onie schooner, 
one sloop of war, and one chebec aground, but the flotilla is 
still with him. . 1 would tiot have been surprised to have been 
attacked in the night ; they are greatly enraged, and in conse- 

♦ Before their departure from Constantinople, they rwore by the beard 
of the Sultan to execute this horrible plan ; and if Providence had not 
caused its failure from two circumstances itrhich no man could fbre»ee« 
Cherson, being without a garrison, would have fallen into their power 
the next day, with all the provisions and military stores, as well for tiie ar- 
my Ci for the navy. 
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qaeoce will commit some desperate acta. Each day some ef 
their men are hung up to the yard aim. 
I have the honor to be, with the moat perfect attachment, &c. 

Being before OczakoiT, on the 29th of August, 1788, he 
wrote to Mr. Jefferson. In one part of his letter he speaks 
doubtingly of his situation : 

On board the Wolodimer, before Otzak^, Aug. 29-9 8epU 1788. 
His Excellency Thomas Jefferson, Esq. 

Dear Sir, 

Since I wrote you last from Copenhagen, the 8th of April, I 

have been very much hurried ; but my greatest difficulty has 

not been want of time, but want of a private opportunity to write 

to you. Mr. Littlepage is now on the point of leaving the army. 

of the Prince Marechal de Pote^ikin, and talks of being at 

Paris. in the month of October ; I avail myself, therefore, of 

the.opportunity he offers, to send you enclosed a copy of my 

last letter from Copenhagen, with a copy of the official letter I 

received from the Count de Bernstorff, and a copy of the letter 

I have just received, on the subject of my public business there, 

from Monsieur Framery, Secretary to the Legation of France 

at the Court of Denmark, informing me he had received and 

forwarded to you the answer 1 expected from the Consul of 

France, at Bergen in Norway. This last must necessarily make 

you acquainted with all you. wanted to know respecting our 

claim on the Court of Denmark. 

The within letter to the Marquis de la Fayette, was intended 
ibr yon as well as him, and 1 send you the copy because 1 am 
not sure if he received the original. — The American constitu- 
tion, I suppose is adopted ; but I am still afraid of the danger 
that nmy result from entrusting the President with such tempt- 
ing power as military rank and command must give him 1 I can 
in no situation, however remote I am, be easy, while the liber- 
ties of America seem to me to be in danger. 

I leave to Mr. Littlepage to inform you particularly of the 
military events that have taken place here, this campaign. I 
can- take no delight in telling over tales of blood. God knows 
there has been too much of it spilt ! — Scenes of horror have 
been acted under my eyes in which, however, I have the hap- 
piness to say, I had no part. 

I pray you to inform me, if you possibly can, what is become 

of Mrs. T . I am astonished to have heard nothing from 

her since I left Paris. 1 had written to her frequently, before 
I left Copenhagen. — If you cannot hear of, and see her, you 
w\\\ oblige me much by writing a note to Monsieur Duboi?, 
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Affairs are here in nearly the same situation as yon left theni^ 
only that the prince Charles of Hesse Cassel, arrived in. this 
capital a few days since, on account of the voyage whith the 
Prince Royal of Denmark is about to make this summer to Noiv 
way, where the prince Charles will precede him by a few weeks, 
10 order to receive him ; the voyage is fixed for the 17th of the 
next month. Every thing appears very peaceable and tranquil 
in this country, even to the armament of 12 ships of the line and 
8 frigates, which the King of Sweden has ordered to Carlscrone, 
since the Danish government confines itself, at least for the 
pres^ent, to 4 ships of the line and 2 or -3 frigates ; but as we 
are not ignorant of the state of the finances of Gustavus III., it 
is asked, what power it is that furnishes him the necessary means 
of fitting out a squadron of such considerable force ? If it is 
England, or rather the Porte ? what is the intention of this Mo* 
narch, as the armament is by far too large for a mere naval pa- 
rade, and then, too small for any enterprise whatever ? In fine, 
it is not known where his Swedish Majesty will procure, in a 
season already so far advanced, a sufficient number of sailors to 
man his ships. These are. Sir, the refl«*ctions which are made 
in Denmark, while you are gathering new laurels under the 
auspices of the immortal Catharine. I shall certainly not be 
the less happy to applaud your glorious successes ; and the satis- 
faction I shaJl feel in seeing them public will equal the sincere 
devotion and profound respect with which I have the honor 
to be, &c. 

Faambrv. 
Secretary of Legation of His Most Christian Majesty.. 

P. S. The Count de Bemstorff informed the Baron de la 
Houze, in his last conference, that he was about to send pleni- 
potentiary powers to the Baron de Blome, Minister plenipoten- 
tiary to our Court, to treat definitively with Mr. Jefferson, on 
the affair which was in agitation during your residence m Co- 
penhagen. 

On ibe 1 8th of October, 1 786, fcom some cause or other; 
not fally explained, but in all probability from his haviitt; 
presumed to dispute the accuracy 5f the accounts whico 
Prince Poteoikin transmitted to the Empress, of the mili- 
tary* anA naval operations under his direction, the command 
of the Vice-Adtniral was transferred firom the Liman to the 
Northern Seas. The following extract from the preface of 
Eton's Survey of the Turkish Empire, may serve to explain 
the principal motive of this change, which, in effect was 



i 
I 



312 

equivalent to a suspension from all present employment lu 
the navy :— 

W. Eaton's Survey of the Turkish Empire. — 2nd Ed. London, 

1799.— Preface to the 1st. Edition. 
<' It is a difficult thing, at all times to discover truth, amidst 
the misrepresentations of courts, of ministers, of commaiiders. 
Should any one vrrite, for instance, the history of the last war 
between Russia and Turkey, he would take for his guide, in 
relating the first event, the siege of Ocz'rtkoff, the accounts pub- 
lished by the Court of^St. Petersburg, and the reports of the com- 
manders. There he would find a brilliant victory gained by 
Prince Nassau over the Turkish fleet in the . Liman ; but if he 
could get the report made by Gaul Jones to the admiralty of 
Cherson, signed by all the commanders of the fleet, he would 
find that no engagement took place (except a distant cannonade ;) 
that the Turkish ships ran aground by their ignorance and bad 
manoeuvres ; and that Nassau with his flotilla, instead of taking 
possession of them, set them on fire. This journal which I have 
read, and taken an extract from, was forbidden by Prince Po- 
temkin Uy be sent to Petersburg, and the whole campaign, as it 
stands on record, is nearly a romance. The fortress might have 
been taken the Ist of July with more ease than on the 6tb of 
December 1788, and the commander-in-chief knew it. I was 
at the opening of the trenches, and at the storming of the 
place, and therefore can speak of facts to which I'was ao eje- 
witness." 

■ 

It was on the 18th of October, 1788, that Prince Potem- 
kin communicated to Vice-Admiral Jones, an order to re- 
pair U> St. Petersburg in these terms : 

October I8rt, 1788. 
Order to the Vice-Admiral, 
According to the desire of Her Imperial Majesty, your place 
of service is fixed in the Northern seas ; and as this squadron^ 
and the flotilla, are placed by me under the orders of the Vice- 
Admiral and the Chevalier de Nordivinoff, your Excellency will 
in consequence proceed on the said voyage ; principally, as tlie 
squadron in the Liman, on account of the season being so fiir 
advanced, cannot be united with that of Sevastopole. 

PrIKCB PoTEMKIir-TAURrCIEW- 

The Prince, however, wa^s generous. He possessed an 
elevated soul ; and, on the departure of the Vice- Admiral, 
cpve him the subjoined reconunendatory certificate io the 
Empress Catharine : ^ 
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M the Camp brfore OczaJuff, Oct. 31-1 1 Aov. 1788. 
From His Higjuiess the Prihcr Marshal to Her Impebul 
HioBiiBSs of all the Rmsias* . 

Madam, 
Iq placini^ before the aQg;ast throne of your Imperial Majesty , 
his Ekc«Ucih7 the Vice-Admiral Paul Jones, I take, with sub- 
miasioD, the liberty to certify the ardor and zeal which he has 
always shewn for the service of your Imperial Majesty ; en- 
deavoring to render himself worthy of the august favor of 
your Inmerial Majesty. 

The most faithful subject of your Imperial Majesty, 

Prihcs Potemkim, Tawritcheskoy. 

Arrived at St. Petersbuiig, the Vice-Admiral addressed a 
letter to Mr. Jefferson, in which, it is plainly to be per- 
ceived, that he began to cast about him for new enterprises ; 
but more particularly with a view to the promotion of the 
interests of the United States : 

St, Peteriburg, Jan. 16-26, 1789. 
His Excellency Thomas Jefversoh, Esq. 

My Dear Sir, 
Having wrote you folly respecting the Denmaik business by 
Mr. Littlepage, with the papers necessary to finish it, I now 
have the honor to transmit you the extract of my Journal that 
you wish to conununicate to the Academy of Inscriptions and 
Belles-Lettres on the subject of the medal with which I am ho- 
nored by Congress. — I have only at present to inform you 
that I returned here firom the Black Sea a short time ago, by 
the special desire of Her Imperial Majesty ; but I know not 
yet my future destination. — ^1 congratulate you on the esta- 
blishment of the new American Constitution. Among other good 
effects, a marine force will naturally result from it If there is 
still a disposition to send a force against the Algerines, would it 
not be a good thing to conclude a treaty with this country, and 
make the war a common cause in the Mediterranean. The 
Turks and Algerines are together, and acted in conjunction 
against us before Oczacoff. A treaty might now be concluded, 
permitting Her Imperial Majesty to enlist seamen in America, 
and assuring to America after the peace, a free navigation to 
and from the Black Sea. — If you approve of this idea in gene- 
ral, Tarions other things will necessarily be engrafted in the 
treaty, and I flatter myself I may obtain the command of the 
force destined to act m conjunction with that of the United 



I bog to hear from you as soon as possible, and I hope to be 
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favored with your senttmeiits, as I have already hadl tome coo- 
Tenation with this eoremmeiit on ihe «ub|ect — fteaae lo^ttMo- 
tion the situation of your arrangement with the Ccmrt cf Den- 
mark. 

Present my hest respects to the Manfeis and to Hr. Short. 
I congratulate you aU on the happy acquisitioii of Ifter^ im 
France. His present Mtgesty has estahlidied a mere ^nmouB 
title than any of his predecessors, and posterity will Men hie 
memory. 

I avail myself of an express that is just setting out freoi Ihe 
Office of foreign affairs, so that I have not time even to copy 
this. * I am, dear Sir, yours, &c. 

St. Petersburg, January 20(&-^lsl, 1739. 

His Excellency Thomas JsprsBSoif , Esq^ 
Mv Dbar Sir, 

I had the honor to write you a line the 15tfa*26th from tb£f 
place, where I am arrived a short time ago from the Black Sea. 
I send enclosed an extract of the journal of my campaigpi in 
1779, as you desired $ and I now enclose an extract of the letter 
I wrote you by Mr. Little Page* I have beard nothiog from 
him since he lefl me. I know only that he arrived at War- 
saw, but am quite uncertain about bis retuniy as he propoaed, 
to Paris, 1 can only inform you that I returned here by the 
special desire of the Empress, but I know not as vet, bow or 
where I am to be en^loyed for the nextcan^igp. I raentioiied 
in my last, as my opinion, that if the new government of Ame- 
rica determines to chastise the Algerines^ I think it now a iavo* 
rable. moment to conclude a treaty with Ruasi'a. The Turks 
and Algerinee were combined against us on the Black Sea. The 
United States could grant leave for Rusda to enlist American 
seamen; and making a common cause with Russia in the Meditcr* 
ranean, America might, at the peace » obtain a firee navigation 
to and from the Black Sea. If such a treaty were to taike 
place, I bdlieve 1 could obtain the command ti the combiiied 
force ; at least no objection would be made to it here. Snch a 
connexion might lead to various mutual advantages ia the com- 
merce between Ibe two nations. 1 beg to hear from you and 
to know the situation of our claim on the court of Denmark, 
for the only objection made by the Count Bemsdorff is now re- 
moved, by the establishment of the new American constituCioii. 
I am, with perfect esteem and attachment, kc. 

The Vice- Admiral remained a considerable time ait Pe- 
tersburg, enjoying tlie esteem of the Empress, hat obnoot* 
ious to the calumnies of the English party at diat court. 
The annexed documents shew that he had afresh project in 
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coi^ea^plation, aad tbat he was, at least in some degree^ 
coiinteiiSuiced in it by the Russian ministry : 

Secret note addressed to the Minister at St. Petersburg, by the 

Vice«AdmtraU 

June eth^ 1 789. 

The great object of a Russian fleet in the Mediterranean, is 
to endeavor to cnt off the comnranication between Egypt and 
the coast of Syria with Constantinople, from whence they pro* 
cure their com, rice, coffee, &c. This operation will oblige 
then to withdraw a very considerable part of their fleet from 
the Black Sea. To encompass this eod, I ask a carte^lanche, 
and only, exclusive of small boats, five large vessels, like the 
East-lndiamen which are purchased in London after they have 
made three voyages, and which carry from 40 to 50 guns. They 
are strong vessels and good sailers. They are sent from London 
to Naples under the En^ish flag, under pretext of being enga- 
ged in mercantile enterprizes. No person can have any thing 
to say against it. The crews of these vessels being arrived in 
Italy, would engage in die service of Russia. For the rest we 
wo«^d easily find good sailors at Malta and at Naples. 

I would employ two small French vessels between Malta and 
Naples tradfflg to Smyrna to procure continual news fit»n Con- 
stantinople, imd of the force and position of the Turkish fleet. 
There are some very important blows to be made, but in order 
to succeed we must not speak of this matter beforehand. 

We are informed that the want of provisions at Constantino- 
ple has occasioned a rebellion, discouraged the people, and cau- 
sed a great desertion of the troops. It is the pohcy of the Vizier 
to render himself popular by providing sufficiency for them. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

To the Minister of State 9A St. Petersburg. 

St. PeUnburg, June 13^24^, 1789. 

The detachment of vessels of which your Excellency ham 
spok^i to me, cannot but be very advantageous to the opera- 
tions wUcfa I had prelected : however, I regard the means 
mentioned in the private note which I addremed to you, as a 
thing most useful, and which will not cost so much in propor- 
tion. I would wish, since curcumstances will permit o{ it, to 
imite the means, and then I think we will have reason to be con- 
tent with the advantages which will be the result, 

i mentioned to your Excellency that I am the tmly officer who 
has made the campaign of Liman without being promoted^ but 
I beg you to believe that I did not enter into the service of Rus* 
SI a to create difficulties, and since the Empress has granted me 
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her esteem and co(ifidence» 1 desire noUung else, except occMr 
sions to prove my attachment by neW services. 

I have the honor to be» &c. 

That Jones was hated and slandered by the British party 
upon his first arrival at St, Petersboig, and when he retom- 
ed to that city from before Oczakoff, is confirmed, not only 
by his own letters to his friends, but by a passage in Tooke's 
Life of Catharine II. Tooke's work has long occupied a 
place in our libraries, both public and private ; and an ex- 
tract from it is inserted here for the purpose of demonstra- 
ting to the reader the little confidence that is to be phced 
in the narrative of his work, and upon what slender materi- 
ak some authors venture to detail events. The Vice-Ad- 
miral was disliked by the British officers in the Russian ser- 
vice because they envied his glory, at that time reviled the 
American name and character, and because he stood in ttn^r 
way to preferment. Tooke, imbibing the prejudices of his 
countrymen, and interminglii^ with them a bitterness of spi- 
rit of his own, declares him to have been ^^apiraU and rent- 
gadoJ^'* But in what instance did Jones fight or capture with- 
out a regular commission ? In what respect was he ^^a pi- 
rate and renegado'' more than the American people in gene- 
ral, who, before the revolutionary war, vrere all British sub- 
jects ? Enjoying the friendship of Franklin, of Jeflerson, 
of Adams, and of all the distinguished citizens of the (7ni- 
ted States of his day, honored by the King of France with a 
sword and the order of military merit, by Congress with a 
gold medal, received by the court of Denmaik with personal 
distinctions, and invested by the Empress of Russia with the 
command of a Vice-Admiral, and decorated for his brilliant 
achievements with the order of St« Anne, was it for Mr. 
Tooke to brand a man so respected and honored witti ttie 
name of " pirate and renegado ?'' Upon the evidence ad- 
duced in the present volume an impartial world will decide 
between the heroic Jones and his calumniators. 

From W, Tookt's lift of Catharine IL of Rusna, Vol. 2, 

p. 252, 1788. 

'^Another naval armament was prepared, with no less indoK 
try, for the service of the Euxine ; but Russia, not beiQg able 
to cope with her enemy there, in the number, or strengdi of liae- 
of-battle ships which she could bring into actioa, intended to 
supply this defect by the construction of a numerous flotilhs 
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<:mnpo8ed of frigates, gallies, gan-boats, and variooB deachptioiK 
of light ressels, calcalated to act near the shores, in a depth of 
water which would not admit the approach of capital ships, it 
was, however, principally intended for the secnrity of Kinboimiy 
bj rendering the entrance of the Dniepe inaccessible to the 
Turltish fleet. As these vessels were not, on this service, liaUe 
to be exposed to the dangers of the seas and storms, thej were 
accordingly fortified with a tremendous artillery, composed of 
heavy battering cannon, and of large mortars ; and besides ex- 
cellently stored with able seamen, and veteran soldiers ; they 
were eminently fitted for the designed purpose. The prince of 
Nassau, who had been heard of in the late war, both in the 
French unfortunate attempt on the island of Jersey, and in the 
still more disastrous attack of the combined nations of France 
and Spain on the fortress of Gibraltar, and whose uncommon 
rage for adventure, and eagerness to signalize himself, have led 
him almost to every part of the world where any service was 
to be performed, or danger encountered, was appointed to the 
command of tbe naval armament on the Euxine." 

" P. 259. It is well known, that there is a want of native offi- 
cers of sufficient ability and experience, to conduct the opera- 
tions of the Russian navy with judgment and effect. It was not 
perhaps in the nature of things that this deficiency could be 
folly supplied by foreigners. It was, however, the only 
resource '; and the conclusion of the American war afforded a 
considerable supply of young English officers, whose minds were 
too alert to live out of action, if it could any where be found. 
Few, if any of these, had risen to any higher rank in their own 
service than that of lieutenant, so mat the command of sin^e 
ships seemed the highest advancement to which they could yet 
be competent. Tbey were, however, of the utmost importance 
to Russia in the present state of things ; and Great-Britain, not- 
withstanding the jealousies subsisting between the two courts, 
refrained from proceeding to the extremity of recalling them 
home. 

This known scarcity of commanders could not fail to attract 
the attention of foreign adventurers, who had acquired any expe- 
rience and reputation in maritime affairs. Of this number was 
the English pirate and renegado, Paul Jones, who had rendered 
himself so notorious in the American war, by the mischiefs 
^vhich he did to the trade of his country, and whose desperate 
courage, which only served to render his atrociousness con- 
spicuous, would, in a good cause, have entitled him to honor. 

This man could not but experience the common fiite incident 
to his character ; and, findiqg that he did not meet the considera- 
tion which he expected in America, he made a tender of his ser- 
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vices to the court of St. Petenbarg, where he was ^adly re- 
ceired, and immediately appointed to a high coBunaad to the 
grand fleet which was imder equipment at Cronstadt. The 
British officers, full of those national anfl professional ideas of 
honor which they had imhtbed in their own colmtry and serrice, 
considered this appotntanent as the highest affront thai could be 
offer«i to them, and a suhmission to it an act of such degrada- 
tion, tiiat no time or circumstance could wipe away the ds^mor. 
They accordingly went in a foody, to the amount of near thirty, 
without a sin^e dissentient lagging behind, or hesitating on ttie 
account of inconvenience or personal distress, to lay down thdr 
' commissioofi ; declaring at the same time that it was in^oasMe 

' for them to serve under, or to act in any manno' or capacity 

whatever, with a pirate or a renegado. 

Nothing could have been more vexatious, or more enbamsa- 
iBg to the Court of St. Petersbui^, at the present critical peiiod, 
than this spirited conduct of the officers. Punctilios of honor 
operating in the face of coounand, was a thing m^ard of isi 
that service. No Russian, under the first rank or order, woold 
dare to insinuate such an idea. As it waa» it could not be con* 
sidered as less than a direct insult to the court, and any subnna- 
mon to it as a grievous derogation from its dignity. It would, 
^*^ besides, establuh a precedent, which might be troublesome or 
dangerous with respect to her own subjects. It was well for the 
officers that they were not the members of a small state, and 
that this did not happen in a season of peace, when their servi- 
ces might be dispensed with. The necessity of the time, how^ 
ever, prevailed. The appointment of Paul Jones to a command 
in the Cronstadt fleet was recalled ; and that adventurer (whoae 
character of an impetuous courage had made an imprasatOQ on 
the court far beyond its real value) was ordered to the armament 
in the Euxine, as second to the Prince of Nassan. In the 
mean time, a report was raised of a scandalous adventure with 
a girl, which ma]png a noise in the town, occasioned him to 
think it adviseable to quit the country entirely.* 

The story of the ** scandalous adventure with a pri," al- 
luded to by Tooke, at first made an impression on the mind of 
Catharine unfavorable to the Admiral \ but, on investigatioD, 
it was discovered to have been a base invention of his ene- 

* Paul Jonei afterward went to Paris, where he died in September, 
179S, and wai attended to his grave bj a deputation of the National Con- 
vention. He was brave at sea, though not by land, having revised to ac- 
cejit a tshallenye more than once, and was handsomely caned upon the JEx> 
chanfa at Phdadelphia. Besides, he was extremely IgnortDtt and an* 
qualified to have the conunand of more than one ship. 
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rnieft The following letter from the Count de Segur, which 
does equal ci^t to the he«d and the heart of that illustriowi 
DoUemaD, is conclasiTe aft to this jiarticalar : 

Copiis of the Utter from Cknvnt de Segur, Minister Plenipoientiary 
from France to St. Petersburg, to 3u Count D'Estems^ Minuter 
PlifMotentiary of hii Most Christian Majesty near Ins Maje$ty 
the King o^ Prussia, and the Okevalier Bourgoing, Mmi^er 
PUnipoteriiaryfrom France to Hamburg, 

St. Petersburg, AftgustiSth, 1789. 
Sib, 
The Vice-Admiral Paul Jones, who will have the honor to de- 
liver this letter, commanded during the last campaign, a Russian 
squadron stationed on the Liman. The Empress has decorated 
him on this occasion, with the order of St. Ann. He had a right 
by his actions to a promotion and to a recompense, but this cele- 
brated sailor knowing better how to conduct himself in the midst 
of his battles than in courts, has offended by his frankness, some 
of the most powerful people, and amongst others the Prince Po* 
temkin. His enemies and his rivals have profited by his mo- 
meotary disgrace to hasten his destruction. Calumny has served 
their purposes, they have given credit to reports absolutely 
false, they have accused him of violating a g^rl. The Empress 
beii^ deceived has forbid him the court, and wished to oring 
him to trial. Every person has abandoned him, I alone hare 
upheld and defended him. The country to which he belongs^ 
the order of military merit which he bears, and which he has 
so nobly acquired, his brilliant reputation and above all, our long 
acquaintance have made it a law to me: my cares have not been 
in vain, I have caused his innocence to be acknowledged. He 
has repaired to court, and has kissed the hand of the Sovereign, 
but he will not remain in a country where he believes himself to 
have been treated with injustice. However he has not given in 
his resignation. The Empress still preserves for him h^ rank, 
his emoluments, and only grants him permission to absent him- 
self for a limited time. The true motive of his departure is 
founded on his own discoDtent. But he has made use of, as a 
pretext, important affairs which call him to France, to Denmark, 
and which may, perhaps, require his presence in America. I 
beg yoo. Sir, to render to this brave man, as interesting by the 
reTeraes of fortone which he has met with as by his past success, 
every service which may be in your power. It will lay me 
tinder a trae obligation, and I shall share in a lively manner his 
l^atitude. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

Le Count Seeva. 
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The Vice- Admiral, it will have be^ obserwdy had \al^ 

self solidted leave of absence, Tetaining his Aide, and its 

emoluments. His enemies seized the opportanity to circo- 

1 • late a rumor that he was in disgrace. To counteract the 

effect of this report, his friend Count Segur wrote to 
Count Montmorin as follows : — 






St. Petenburg, July 21s/, 1789. 
The Count Montmoriw. 
Monsieur, 

\> The enemies of the Vice-Admiral Paul Jones, having caosed 

|i to be circulated reports ontirely destitute of foundation conceiB' 

ii^ the voyage which this general officer is about to undertake, 
I would wish the enclosed article, the authenticity I guaranty, 
, should be inserted in the Gazette of France, and in Sie other 

public papers, which are submitted to the inspection of joor de- 
partment. This article will undeceive those who have believed 
the calumny, and will prove to the friends and to the compsr 
triots of the Vice- Admiral, that he has sustained the reputation 
acquired by his bravery and his talents during the last war ; 
that the Empress desires to retain him in her service, and that 
if he absents himself at this moment it is with his own free-wiH, 
and for particular reasons which cannot leave any stain on his 
honor. 

The glorious marks of the satisfaction and bounty of the King 
towards Mr. Paul Jones, his attachment to France, which he has 
served so usefully in the common cause, his rights as a sabject 
and as an admiral of the United States, the protection of the minis- 
ters of the King, and my personal friendship for this distinguish- 
ed officer, with whom I made a campaign in America, are so 
many reasons which appear to me to justify the interest which I 
took in all that concerned him during his stay in Russia. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

Count de Segur. 

Article to be inserted in the pubhc prints, and particularly in 

the Gazette of France. 

St. Petersburg, July 21ft, 1789. 
^ The Vice-Admiral Paul Jones being on the point of retnnung 

to France, where private affairs require his presence, hud the 
honor to take leave of the Empress the 7th of this mouthy and 
to be admitted to kiss the hand of Her Imperial Majesty. This 
general officer, so celebrated by his brilliant actions during the 
course of the American war, was called in 1 787 to the service 
of Her Imperial Majesty, who confided to him the command of 
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her reuels of wac stationed on the Liman, daring the campaign 
of 1788. As a mark of favor for his condnct during tins cam- 
paigDy the Empress has decorated him with the insignia of the 
order of St. Ann, and her Imperial Majesty, satisfied with his 
services, only grants him permission to absent himself for a 
limited time, and still preserves for him his emoluments and his 
rank. 

Count de Sbgvr. 

The slander was finally put to rest. Among other letter? 
of congratulation, the Vice*- Admiral received one from the 
Baron de la Houze, minister plenipotentiary of France at 
Copenhagen : 

The Vice*Admiral J. Paul Jones. 

Coptnhagtn^ February M, 179Gt. 
Sir, 
It is but a few days since I received with the letter with which 
you have honored me of the 29th of December, the copies of 
thai of the Count de Segur, which you have been pleased to 
communicate to me, and which were accompanied by the arti- 
cle inserted on your account in the Gazette of France, and 
which I had read. This article, which has been repeated in 
many foreign Gazettes, has entirely destroyed all the venomous 
efiects which calumny had employed to tarnish the distinguished 
reputation which you have acquired by your talents and your 
valor. In consequence, pubKc opinion still continues to ren- 
der you justice, and the most noble revenge you can take on 
your enemies is to gather fresh laurels. The celebrated Athe- 
nian general Themistocles has said that he did not envy the si- 
tuation of one who was not envied. As to the affair, concern- 
ing which you speak to me, and in which you have been witness 
to my zeal, as well for your compatriots as fiir my own, it re- 
mains still at the same point where you left it on your departure 
for St. Petersburg, the 15th April, 1788. A note in answer 
whith the Count de Bemstorff addressed to you on the 4th 
keeps always in view the affair which you^iegotiated with him 
but for the conclusion of which you are not clothed with the 
necessary plenipotentiary powers^ You know, however; that 
according to the note of the Count de Bemstorff, Paris ought to 
have been the seat of the negotiation between the Baron de 
Blome, Envoy Extraordinary of His Danish Majesty, and Mr. 
Jefferson, Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States of North 
America near the King. You inform me that Mr. Jefferson is 
at present in America, where he has been appointed Secretaiy 
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of State for foreign affairs* No person then, can better iaatr^ 
than him bis successor to Paris, to take up the thread of this ne- 
gotiation with the Baron de Blome. 1 spoke, three dajs since, 
to the Count de Bemstorff, who perseveres accordin^r to what 
he told me, in all that he mentioned to you in his note of the 4th 
of April, 1788, but this minister observed to me that the circum- 
stances of the actual crisis of Europe did not permit him to fol- 
low at this time the negot^atidn, which it Hppeared to him best 
to keep back until the return of a calm. 

When I shall have the pleasure to see M. Broseronde, our 
Consul at Elsineur, 1 shall take care to renew to him the aasn- 
rance of your remembrance, to which he will most certainly be 
sensible,- as likewise is M. Framery, Secretary of my Liegation, 
who begs you to accept his compliments and his thanks. 
' You will part, in all probability, about the commencemeot of 
the fine season to return to Russia. I wish that your voyage 
may procure me, as you have given me reason to expect, satis* 
faction to express personally to you the distinguished sentiments 
of attachment and consideration with which 1 have the honor to 
be, Sir, Your obedient, &c, 

Le Baron de la Houzs. 

This letter of the Baron de la Houze looked forward to 
Jones's speedy return to the Russian service, and the sub- 
joined address to Prince Potemkin evinces the desire of 
Jones to do so. At the same time that Jones, with the 
frankness of a man of courage, apologizes to the Prince for 
what he supposed had offended him, he vindicate* his own 
character with freedom and energy : 

Paru, JtOy 2401, 1790. 

To His Highness the Prince Marshal. 
My Loan, 

I do not think it becomes me to let pass the occasion of the 
return of your aid-de-camp, to congratulate you on the briOiaDt 
success of your operations since I had the the honor to serve 
under vour orders ; and to express to you, in all the sincerity 
of my heart, the regret I feel in not being fortuni^e enoQ|}i to 
contribute thereto. 

After the campaign of Liman, when I had leave, according 
to the special desire of Her Imperial Majesty, to return to the 
department of the northern seas, your Highness did me the 
&vor to grant me a letter of recommendation to the Empress, 
and to tell me in these words, ^* Rely upon my attachmeBt I 
am disposed to grant yon the most solid proofe of my frienddiip^ 
Ibr the present and for the future." Do you recoBecl them 1 
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Tbfa diicoane was too flattering for me to forget it, and I hope 
jou will permit me to remind jou of it. CircnmBttiiices, and 
the high rank of my enemies, hare deprived me of the benefit? 
which 1 had dared to hope from the esteem which yoo had etc* 
pressed for me, and which 1 had endearored to merit by my 
serfices. You know the disagreeable situation in which 1 was 
placed, but if, as 1 dared to believe, I have preserved your 
good opinion, I may still hope to see it followed by advantages, 
which it will be my glory to oWe to you. M. de Simolin can 
testify Co you that my attachment to Ri^ssia, and to the great 
Princess who is its Sovereign, has always been constant and du- 
rable. I attended to my duties, and not to my fortune. 1 have 
been wrong, and I avow it with a frankness which carries with 
it its own excuse. — 1. That I did not request of you a carte- 
blaache, and the absolute command of all the forces of the Li- 
man. — 2. To have written to your Highness under feelings 
highly excited, on the 14~25th October 1788. These are my 
faults. If my enemies have wished to impute others to me, I 
swear before God, that they are a calumny. It only rests with 
me, my lord, to unmask the villany of my enemies, by pub- 
lishing my journal of the operations of the campaign of Liman, 
with the proofs clear as the day, and which I have in my hands. 
It only rests with me to prove that 1 directed, under your or- 
ders, all the useful operations against the Captain Pacha ; that 
it was 1 who beat him on the 7th of June ; that it was I, and 
the brave men I commanded, who conquered him on the 17th of 
June, and who chased into the sands two of his largest galleys, 
before our flotilla was ready to fire a single shot, and durit^ 
the time a very considerable part of the force of the enemy 
remained at anchof immediately in the rear of my squadron ; 
that it was I who gave to General Suwarrow, (he had the no-* 
bleness to declare it at court before me, to the most respecta- 
ble witnesses) the first project to establish the battery and 
breastworks on the Isthmus of Kinboum, and .which was of 
such great utility on the night of the 17-18tli June : that it was 
I, in person, who towed, with my sloops and other vessels, the 
batteries which were the nearest to the place the 1st July, and 
who took the Turkish galleys by boarding, very much in advance 
of oar line, whilst some gentlemen who have been too highly 
rewarded in consequence of it, were content to remain in the 
rear of the stragglers of our line, if I may be allowed to use the 
expression, sheltered from danger. Tou have seen yourself, 
my lord, that I never valued my person, on any occasion, where 
I bad the good fortune to act under your eye. The whole of 
Karope acknowledges my veracity, and grants me some military 
tnjents, which it would give me pleasure to employ in the ser- 
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Mier ytmr ordcTs. Tbe time will uriTe, tnj 
ill IcDOw the exact truth oC-what 1 bare tou 
wrereigD muter. It will teacb von to appre- 
ho,' loaded with .;oar benefits, oeparteA from 
lia witb a memorial prepared bj other bands 
if yonr ^ory, and of which memorial be made 
our brilliant socceis at the taking of Ocukoff, 
1 on hisarrivalin White-Rossia, gnelfae Ue 
re which had been brought forward to enrage 
ittjoa. You know it was the echo of another 
ourt of Vienna. In fine, time will teach yon, 
1 neither a moonlebaDk oor a swindler, but a > 
lyal. I relj npon the attachmenl and fneud- 
romiaed me : I rely on it, becanse I feel my-* 
: 1 reclaim your promise, becanse yoa ore 
loa are a lover of truth, 
and w'ss the only responsible peison in the 
m, the others being only of inferior rank, or 
: ; I am, honeveri the only one who has not 
r rewarded. 1 am extremely thankfnl for the 
which you procured for me, according to joor 
or my conduct in the affair of At Ilk qf J«ru, 
lecisire. The t7th June, I gained orer the 

complete vtctory, which saved Cheraon and 
rror of which cetised the enemy to loae nine 
in their precipitate Sight on the foUowit^ 
;annon of the battery and breastwork which f 
i erected on the Isthmiu of Kinbonni. On 
I the honor again to receire a UUtr aff/uiiAM ; 
ind my rivals bare found means to abnae your 
they have been exclusively rewarded. Thej 

have been punished for having bonit nine 
1 their crews, which were absolntdy in oar 
ivionsly ran aground under onr pins, 
brmed that, according to the in^tolion of the 
^, 1 have the right to claim its decoration in 
for the victory of the 17th June, but 1 rely 
and generosity. 

lecret project which I addressed to the Count 
he 6lh of June of the last year, has not bem 
anicated this project to the Baroo de Beibler, 
I me to speak to you of it. 
in St. Petersbuig until the end of Angotl, in 
le, as I have heard, from proceeding into tfa« 
1— my poor enemies, how I |nty (hem I fiot 
loce my ititention was (o have presented my- 
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self at your head-qnarten, in the hope td be of some ntili^ ; 
and the Baroa de Beih&er» in departing from St. Petershai^ in 
order to join you, promiaed me to aasore yon of my devptioa 
for the aenrice of your department, and that 1 held myaelf 
ready to return to you the instant I was called. My conduct 
has not since changed, although 1 hold in my hand a parole for 
two years, and^I regard 18 months of this parole^ in a time of 
war, more as a punishment than as a faror. 

1 hope that your Highness will succeed in concluding peace 
this year with the Turks ; but in a contrary case, if it should 
please you to recal me to take command of the fleet in the en- 
suing campaign, I would ask permission to bring with me the 
French officer concerning whom I spoke to you, with one or 
two others, who are good tacticians, and who have some know- 
ledge of war. On my return here, I received a gold medal, 
granted me by the unanimous voice of Congress, at the moment 
I received a parole from this honorable body. The United 
States have decreed me this honor, in order to perpetuate the 
remenibrance of the services which I rendered to America, 
eight years previous, and have ordered a copy to be presented 
to all the sovereigns and all the academies of Europe, with the 
exception of Great Britain. There is reason to believe that 
your Highness will be numbered among the Sovereigns of Eu- 
rope in consequence of the treaty of peace which you are about 
to conclude with the Turks ; but in any case, if>a copy of my 
medal will be acceptable to you, as a mark of my attachment to 
your person, it will do me an honour to offer it to you. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

The following letter which the Vice- Admiral wrote to the 
Empress Catharine, on the 2dth of February, 1 791, exhibits 
in unequivocal terms, the wound inflicted on his feelings, 
and the pain which he endured from the unpleasant situa- 
tion in which be was suffered to remain : 

Paris, Feb. 26-8 March, 1 79 1 . 

Her Imperial Majesty of all the Russias. 
Madam, 

If I could imagine that the letter which I had the honor to 
write to your Majesty from Warsaw, Sept. 25th-6th Oct. 
1789, had come to hand, it would be wiUiout doubt indiscreet in 
me to beg you to cast your eyes on the documents enclosed, 
w^hich accuse no person, and the only intent of which is to let 
you see that in the important campaign of Liman, the part 
ivhich I played, was not either that of a Zero or of a Harlequin 
which required " to be made a colonel at the tail of his re§3' 
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mMt** f hofe in my htodb the ai^uM to pfcnr« ttiMmtestibly 
that I directed all the asefol openitiocis agnioBt the CapCain Pa- 
eha» The taih which wee given me at this critical coDjancfinie 
was very diAcott. 1 was oblig;ed to socriBce mv own opioion, 
and risk my military reputation for the benefit of your £bipire« 
Bat I hope yon wUl be satisfied with the manner in which f 
eondocted myself, and also of my subsequent arraqgeneata of 
which I am persuaded you hare not been acqujiinted antil thia 
moment. The gracious counsel which your Majesty has often 
done me the honor to repeat to me hefore my departure for the 
Black Sea, and in the letter which you hare deigned to write to 
me afterward, has, since been the rule of my conduct ; aod 
ttie fiuthful attachment with which you had inspired me for your 
person was the only reason which hindered me from requestii^ 
my dismissal when I wrote to you from Warsaw, for I couAms 
thai i was extremely afflicted and even offended at han'i^ re- 
ceired a parole for two years in time of war. A parole urtuch * 
it has never entered into my mind to wish for, and sttU less to 
ask, and of which I have not profited to go to America, or 
even to Denmarii, where I had important business ; for I had 
always hoped to have been usefully employed in your service 
before the expiration of this parole which has done me so much 
injury, and although, in public, I would not have failed to have 
apoken to you at the last audience which you granted me, hot I 
unfortunately was led to believe the repeated promises made 
me, that 1 should have a private audience in onier to lay be^ 
fore you my military projects, and to speak of them in detaiL 

I hope that the brilliant success with which Providence has 
blessed your arms, will enable you to grant peace to your ene- 
mies without shedding more of human blood, but m a contrary 
case your Majesty can be well instructed from my project. No. 
It, of the last year. 

As I have my enemies, and as the term of my parole is about 
to expire, I await the orders of your Majesty, and should be 
flattered, if it is your pleasure, to come and render you an ac- 
count in person. Mr. — who has the goodness to cbaige 
himself with this packet, which I have addressed to Sim, sealed 
with my arms, will also undertake to forward me your ordexs ; 
I therefore pray vou to withdraw me as soon as possible from 
the cruel uncertainty in which I am placed. Should you deign. 
Madam, to inform me that you are pleased with the services 
which I have had the happiness to render you, I will console 
myself for the misfortunes which .1 have suffered, as I drew 
my sword for you from personal altachment for you and ambi- 
tion, but not for interest My fortune, as you know, is not very 
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considerable, bat as I am philoaopber enough to confine mjwt^: 
tq my means, I shall always be lich. 

i have the honor to be, Madam, yours, kc, 

Mr. JeSersoQ had now returned to Arnerica, and entered 
upon the duties of Secretary of State, under the Presidency 
of Washington. Still smarting under the injuries he had 
received in Russia, Jones addressed the annexed letter U^ 
that old and stead&st friend : 

Paris, March 20th, 1791, 

His Excellency Thomas Jefferson, Esq. 
Dear Sir, 

On my return from Russia to Amsterdam, in December, 1789, 
I wrote to several gentlemen m America, particularly to the 
Fice-P^esidenU and to Mr. Secretary Thomson, enclosing some 
evidence of the treatment I met with in Russia. 1 wrote at the 
same time to the President, enclosing a letter from the Count 
de Segur. Messrs. Stupborsts and Hubbard undertook to for* 
ward my packets by a ship, then ready to sail for Philadelphia, 
called ine Pennsylvania Packet, John Earl, Master ; but thou^ 
that ship arrived safe I have not to this hour received a single 
line in answer. 

I, need not express to you the pleasure I received from your 
acceptance of the honorable and high station of Secretary of 
State for domestic and foreign affairs. 1 felicitate our country 
en having wisely confided her interest to such worthy and able 
hands ; but it gives me pain that so inadequate a provision has 
been made for doing the honors incumbent on the first minister 
of a nation of such resources as America, and I wish that mat* 
ter may be soon changed to your satisfaction. 

As it has been, and still is, my first wish and highest ambition 
to shew myself worthy of the flattering marks of esteem with 
which 1 have been honored by my country, I think it my duty 
to lay before you, both as my particular friend and as a pulKc 
minister, the papers I now enclose relative to my connexion 
with Russia, viz.-^Three pieces, dated at St. Petersburg, and 
signed by the Count de Segur ; a letter from me, dated at Paris 
last sunder, and sent to the Prince de Potemkin, and a letter 
from me to the Empress, dated a few days ago. 1 have selected 
these testimonials from a great variety of, perhaps, still stronger 
proofs in my hands ; but though the Baron de Grinun has un« 
dertaken to transmit to her Imperial Majestv's own bands my ^ 
last packet, I shall not be surprised, if I should find myself con* 
^trained to withdraw from the Russian service^ and to publisb 
mj journal of the campaign I commanded ^ ia that case 1 hope 



;i«i 



338 

to prove to the world, that my operationt not only sared Chei- 
aoQ and Crimea, but decided the fate of the war. 

Chevalier Littlepa^, now here on bis nay from Spain to the 
north, haB promised me a letter to you on my subject, which I 
presume wJl shew the meanness and absurdity of the iatrigae* 
that were practised for my persecution at St. Petersborg. f did 

'■ Dot myself comprehend' all the blackness of that hwineai be- 

fore be came here and related to me the information he received 
from a gentleman of high rank in the dipotmatiqne, with whom 

1 he travelled in company from Madrid to Paris. That gentle- 

man bad long resided in a public character at the court of St 
Petersbui^, and was there all the time of the pitiful complot 
against me ; which was conducted by a little-great man, behind 
the curtain. 

The unequal reception with which 1 had, at first, beea 
honored by the Empress had been extremely mortt/ytn; and 
painful to the English at St. Petersburg, and the courtier jost 
mentioned, ^finding that politics had taken a tarn far more alarm- 
ing than he Dad expected at the beginning of the war,) wishJi^ 
to sooth the court of London into a pacific humour, fbuod no 
first step so expedient as that of sacrificiog me ! Bat instead of 
producing the effect he wished, this base coDduct, on which he 

Eretended to ground a conciliation, rather widened the politicat 
reach, and made him to be despised by the Engtisfa miaieter, 
by the English cabinet, and by the gentleman who related the 
secret to the Chevalier Littlepiige. 

I must farther inform you, that a few days after my arriraf 
from Denmark at St. Petersburg, I received from the Daaiah 
minister at that court a letter under the seal of the Count de 
Bemstorff, which having opened, I found to be a patent irom 
the King of Denmark, in the following terms : 

*' Having reasons for wishing lo give new proofs <f our bounty 
to the Chevalier Paul Jones, Commander in Chief of the squa- 
drons of the Uniteil States of America, and desiring, above all, 
to prove our esteem in consequence of the regard which he haa 
shewn for the Danish flag during the time of his command in the 
northern seas, we grant him from the present moment, and an- 
nually durbg his life, the sum of fifleen hundred crowns, Da- 
' Dish currency, to be paid at Copeuharcn, without any rf>tentioa 
whatsoever. Done at our Castle of Christianhoui;g, the 4th of 
April, 1788." 

The day before I left the court of Copenhagen, the Prince 

Royal bad desired to speak with me in tiis .apartmeal. His 

Royal Highness was extremely polite, and after saying many 

a . civil things, I'emarked, he hoped I was satisfied with. the stten- 

tiom that had been shewn to ne since my arrival, and that the 
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Xiug would wish to |^iye me some ,mark of hi^ esteem, 
have never bad the happuiefn to render anyaervice tofi[ifl Ma-> 
je9ty/' — '' That is notKiag— ^toiiin like jon ought to b^ excepted 
from ordinary rules* You could not have ahewn yourself nqore 
delicate ag regards our flag^.and erery person here loves you." 

I took leave without farther explanation. I have felt myself 
in an embarrassbg situation on account of the King's patent, 
aqd I have as yet made no ti^e of it, though three years have 
nearly elapsed since 1 received it. I wished to consult you, but 
when I understood that you would not return to Europe^ I con- 
sulted Mr, Short and Mr. G. Morris, who both gave me their 
opimon, that I may with propriety accept the advantage offered. 
I have in consequence determined to draw for the sum due, and 
I think you will not disapprove of this step, as it can by no 
meaqs weaken the claim of the United States, but rather the 
contrary. 

You will observe that the Empress of Russia has decorated 
me with the great order of St. Ann ; and as I have appeared 
with that order ever sioee, I must beg the fii^ior of you to ob- 
tain and transmit to me, as sooi\ as possible, tiie prop^ authorky 
of the United States, for my retaining that honor. You are 
sensible I did not accept the offer of her Imperial Majesty with 
a view to detach myself from the service of America, but that 
I^have done my utmost to ful61 the Intention of Congress in send- 
ing me last to Europe, /* to acquire that degree of knowledge 
which may hereafter render me more extensively useful.'* I 
have iu some measure, by. my experience and observation, 
effected the object of my pursuit ; though I confess I have still 
much to learn, and I wish to embrace the first occasion to em- 
bark in the French fleet of evolution. 

I have not since my return here appeared at court ; but the 
M;arquis de Lafayette will shortly conduct me to the King, when 
I shall present my journal of the American war, with the letter 
of which 1 am bearer from the United States. 

I reserve for my return to America to produce to the United 
States full and unquestionable evidence, signed by the Grand 
Pensioner, ihoimu conduct in 1779, drew the United Netherlands 
into the war. llhis is saying enough to a man of your infor- 
mation ; for it would be superfluous to enumerate the advanta- 
ges that thence resulted to America, particularly the great event 
-nrhicb took place under your own eyes, and which could n(>t 
hare happened if Hollana had remained a neutral power. 

I am much obliged by the trouble you took in forwarding, 
before yt>u lefl Europe, the busts I had promised to different 
gentlemen in America. Having lately received a letter from 
Mr. Burton, a former member of Congress, with whom I had 

Tt 



-%• 



33Q 

the iiODor of being acquainted at New York, requestii^mT bust 
in behalf of the state of North-Carottna, I have ordered Mr. 
Houdan to prepare and forward it by the first ship firom Havre- 
de-Grace, for Philadelphia ; and as that bast will be decorated 
with the order of St Ann, On the American unilbnn, this is one 
reason why i wish to be acXtkonzed by the United States^ to 
wear that order. I shall take the liberty of addressmg Oie bii»t 
to you, requesting you to delirer it to the North-Carolina dele- 
gates, who will be so good as to forward it to the GovenMr of 
that state. 

I continue to be sensibly affected by the situation of our poor 
countrymen at Algiers : the more so as I learn indirectly from 
the pirate, now here, who took the greatest part of them, that 
if they are not very yoon redeemed, they will be treated with 
no more lenity than is shown to other slaves. He told diis to 
Mr. Littlepage who repeated it to me. 

I have the honor to be, kc, 

> 

The letter promised by Mr. Littlqpage, and adverted to 
by Jones was as follows : — 

Paris, March 25,1191, 
His Excellency Tbouas Jeffersov, Esq. 

SlE, 

You will share my regret in reflecting that we were the prin- 
cipd means of engaging Admiral Sir John Paul Jones to accept 
the propositions made to him in 1788 by the Russian Court. 
Never were more brilliant prospects held forth to an indiiriclQal, 
and never individual better calculated to attain them. The 
cam|>aign upon the Liman of 1788, added lustre to the arms of 
Russia, and ought to have established for ever the reputation 
and fortune of the gallant officer to whose conduct those suc- 
cesses were owing : — ^but unfortunately in Russia, more perhaps 
than elsewhere, every thing is governed by intrigue. Some 
political motives, I have reason to think, concurred in depriving 
Admiral Paul Jones of the fruits of his services : — he was 
thought to be particularly obnoxious to the English nation, and 
the idea of paying a servile compliment to a power whose enmity 
occasions all the present embarrassments of Russia, induced 
some leading persons to ruin him in the opinion of the Empress 
by an accusation too ridiculous. 

It would be needless to enter into details ; vou have too 
much confidence in Admiral Paul Jones to doubt the veraci^ of 
what he will personally communicate to you, and to which I 
refer yoii% 

1 have the honor to be, &c. 

li. LitTLEPAOE. 
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Hitherto the reader has seen the Vice- Admiral Paul Jones 
chiefly in his naval character. In another li|^t, bowever. 
his life was not without interest. In his visits to Paris, and 
daring his stay in the ports of France and HoUand, his cor- 
respondence with several of the fair sex, and some of them 
of the highestMistinction, demonstrates ttiat he was not in- 
sensible to the charms of beauty and the delights of love. 
Judging him, in this respect, by the ardor of a few of those 
with whom he communicated by letter, he would seem to 
have been as successful in his amatory career as he was in 
that on the ocean. He triumphed as much in the affections 
of the ladies as he did in his contests with the enemy ; and, 
amidst the gay scenes of Paris, the political intrigues of 
courts, and the bustle of nautical preparation, he found time 
to sacrifice to the graces, and win the attentions of the sex. 
It cannot be doubted, that the fame of his actions contribu- 
ted to render him popular wherever he appeared^ and serv- 
ed as an introducbon, not only to the houses of the ordinary 
class of wealthy citizens, but to the hoteb of nobles and to 
the palaces of princes. The French, always fond of glory, 
could not fail to receive with a cheering welcome the gal- 
lant Jones wherever he ap|>ear(>d; and the author of this 
work hsis before him the indubitable evidence, that, at Paris 
in particular, cards of courtesy, of invitation, and notes of 
congratulation, poured in upon him in abundance. At his 
lodgings, on his visits to emment personages, in the ac^ve 
pursuits of business, he was solicited, pressed, and fitirly 
forced into parties, recreations, and amusements of all sorts* 
The nobility and gentry of Versailles were proud of his ac- 
quaintance, and me women of fashion did not think their 
assemblies complete unless Jones moved in the circle.-^— 
From among many letters a sufficient number has beei^se- 
lected for publication to portray his influence with ttus fEr : 

From a Lady who wrote under (he ngnature of Delia. 

Pardon me, oh ! my beloved, if I am indiscreet ; but I am 

oppressed with fears, — ^fears which I felt at L , and whicl\ 

observing thy extreme delicacy on this subject, I never dared 
to express to thee : but I am told that neither thyself nor thy 
crew have yet been paid. In the name of that ardent love, 
which consumes me, write me if I can be use of to thee ; I have 
diamonds and effects of all sorts, which may be readily converted 
into cash : command thy mistress ; it wUl make her fiappy ; 
her heart pants to fly to thy support. Twenty times, when in 
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tby arms, i have wished to speak to thee to tkik effect* — bat 
feared to oflhnd thee. At Herkxns od that cruel eremD^ when 
1 expected to leave thce> (hut which was afterward so fortu- 
nate for us,) aft thai momeot when you pressed me to receive 
the oh|ect, of which you thought I would stand in need, but 
which I could hare done without, — ^liow often did I execrate the 
Chevalier, who deprived me of thy sight for at least two hours, 
when, oh ! God ! 1 counted every instant. Nothing but the 
hope of being beloved, gave me strength to tear myself from 
thee ; when I lost sight of thee, I was on the point of expiring 
with despair. No 1 never canst thou conceive the horrible 
state, to which the most tender love reduced me : at that mo- 
ment, when thou badest me adieu, if thou hadst known what I 
meditated, it would have chilled thee with terror. Alas i 1 
thought that I beheld thee for the last time, and I wished to pot an 
end to all my sufferings: deathwould have been aoeepCahfe when 
I left thy anns without a hope of seeing thee agnn. Bear and 
adoraUe Jones ! what would I not give if thou cooldst Femauui 
but a little longer in France. Oh, God 1 I am dyiiig to rqoin 
thee, never again to be separated ; but I feel an agonizing pre- 
sentiment at my heart, that tolls me that never ^gain shall I be 
blessed with thy sight. Heavens I Jpoes will foi^et me — he will 
cease to love me — he will hayp the barbarity to forget my pas- 
sionate devotion : but no i his great soul is incapable of such 
cruelty : and I rely as implicitly on his constancy as on Heaven 
itself. Excuse, dear love, this incoherent scrawl ; the troubled 
emotions of my heart absorb all my ideas. Thou askest my io- 
ilulgencc for thy verses ; adorable Jones ! how dear li tby mo- 
desTf to my heart ! but never had any one less cause for it; 
ever^ thing belonging to thee is enchanting. Those incompara- 
ble hnes, which poMray so well thy noble mind and all its ele- 
vation, made me sl^ a flood of tears. Dear Jones ! tlwo arf 
unequalled in thy perfections ; and never was mortal adored as 
thoo art worihipped by my devoted heart. 

FhaVe jut received, mv dearest friend, your lettor of the 
18th. How ffrateful am I for that charming letter so full of ten- 
derness, which expresses so well the roost touching and delicate 
feelings ; every line paints a sentiment. Oh ! dearest Jones ! 
what will be the Joy, the transport of thy Delia, when die 
again beholds the author of those adorable letters ! The only 
consolation of which my grief is smceptible, is to recdve them — 
to read them again and again — to think of thee— to contemplate 
thy ptctore ; and though it does not resemble thee, my fimd 
imagination impplies its deficiency, and I sit for houn, my eyes 
bathed in tears, gasing on this feint resemblance of the moat 
beloved of men,^^while my heart, where thy cherished imt^ 
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\i imMiMy etig;raTeii, k torn with despair at tkine afaaeiice. it 
has been impoasibte £>r me^ mj Aaend^ to wfite thet for aone 
days : I have been yerj ill — and am yet. eKtremaiy wec4 ; the 
varkms sorrows I hav« <^ late ^qpencneed, and thy abaenca, 
the serereat of them all, have greatly cantribated to my recant 
iodsposHion : bnt i am bettep-**thank» to thy inestimable letteta, 
and the deficioua assoranees therein eontamed of our veuoiaii 
and thy continned affection. Thou doat not mention the cause 
of thy kfl^ atay at L'OiieDt ; I greatly few that this detention 
win prevent thy retain— -at least for a long time. If this happy 
letter whose destination 1 enry, gets to hand before thy depar* 
tare,- gi^re me some information on this subject.: the deep mtA 
sincere interest which I feel in iril that conc^ns yon aioae 
proinnts this request ; btit if it is an indiscreet one, do not 
grad^ it. A^en ! too dear and amiaiUe Jones ; receive the 
vows of tiiBt ardent love, which will contene till the last mxh^ 
ment of my opnstenee, and which ofers the most forrant pra^^ers 
that happiness and success may always attend thee. Adien! 
adieu ! 

Your letter of— —which 1 received on Sunday, the 20th, 
lacerates my heart, and increases my despair ; I kissed with 
sad and concentered grief, the traces of thy precious tears, — and 
shed a flood of the bitterest drops that ever flowed from a 
breaking heart. I am oppressed with the weight of my sor- 
rows — and my mind is plunged in a chaos of doubts and fears. 
No ! never, 1 feel, never did I love until that moment, at once so 
dear and so fatal to my repose, when late presented you to asy 
ravished sight ; that moment fixed my destiny for ever. Yes ! my 
tender and adorable friend ; on yon idone depends that destiny ; 
yon alone have the power to lanke my happineas or nusery. . 
Pardon this frank confession, oh ! my dear Jones ; and be per- 
suaded that deemit^ thee incapable of a mean action, I love, 
esteem, and even respect thee : never othcfrwise wootd I have re- 
vealed thus freely all thy power over every faculty of my being. 
I adore thee 1 again repeat ; and never did any other mortel pos- 
sess such sw^ over my heart— 4his, my dear and onlv friend, is 
my pledge of faith ; I am thine— tad thine only— during niy 
whole life. Be, therefore, tranquil ; console thyself; ami let 
us hope that pitying Heaven will re-unite us, and watch over 
the lot of two beings, who love faithfolly, and whose uprighl^ 
Kearts deserve to l^ happy. Be careful of thy life, and re- 
member that mine depends on it I incessantly address mysdf 
to Heaven for your safe arrival in America ; if yon are satisfled 
^th that government you will continue in its service ; if not 
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r^gD, and rejoto your* faithful friend ; the whole world besidt?' 
msy forsake joo but her heart is eternally jouri : I swear it bj 
that sacred flaaw, which will never be eztingnished in my breast 
Too ask how you can render me happy ; — take care of jroor- 
self-love me— study the means of enabling us to past ear days 
together ; and never forget tlmt my life is bound up in yom, — 
and that the moment, wUch deprives me of you, will put an end 
to all my miseries. Tour health is dear— ten thousand tiaties 
dearer to me than my own ; if you love me, do not n^jkct U. 
1 have received your letter of the 16th, which increases mj 
solicitude on Uiis point ; in the name of all that is sacred* take 
care of your precious seUl Rely on my heart ; it is yours— 
and nothwg can operate a change in its sentiments* I adore yoa 
for yourself alone, — and it is thus that you should be loved. If 
I was capable of Uiinking otherwise, 1 would not snfler you to 
depart, and to expose your invaluable life. The thoqj^ of 
your dai^r brings back all the weakness of my sex ; and I 
confess that my anxiety md frightful alarms for the object of aU 
my wishes, will, without doubt, hasten my death. The tenror 
and solicitude that I feel for my lover are indescribable. Dear 
Jones ! adieu ; I am forced to leave thee ; I cannot go on. The 
Chevalier assures you of his respect and friendly sentiments ; 
he sets out to-morrow evening ; alas ! happier than his unfor- 
tunate sister, he will soon see you. God ! she would wtllingTy 
be the lowest of your crew. 

Six posts have arrived, and still no tidings from you ; my 
heart sinks at the thoughts of so cruel a nefj^ect. Are you sick ? 
or hanre you ceased to love me ? Oh God ! this idea chilla my 
heart No \ 1 cannot believe you so barbarous ; you cmnnol 
desire my death. Is it possible that absence has destroyed my 
happiness ? Alas ! if absence has deprived me of yoor heart, 
it is not thus with regard to my feelings towards you, since 3fou 
are now a thousand times dearer to me than on that horrible day 
of our separation. Your letters, your assurances of attach- 
ment, the inclination of my heart ; all have contribnted to ail- 
ment my affection. But perhaps I most renounce for ever aU 
those fond hopes that have induced me to cherish Kfe : but I may 
be wrong tlius to despair. Yes ! I am too sensitive and iearfiil : 
the amiable and teiuler Jones is as faithful a lover as he b a 
valiant warrior and a aealous patriot : all those rare qualities are 
united in the object of all my thoughts and affections ; to doubt 
has constancy would be an injury-^nay, a crime. Pardon, dear 
friend, my apprehensive terrors ; 1 will compel my ibolish heart 
to be more tranqtiil. Judge of the excess of my love by my 
agonizing dread of losing your esteem — your heart. 
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These letters from Delia, it will be admitted, are ia ra- 
ther^an extravagant strain. They certainly discover a great 
excess of feeling, and if the effusions be not sincere, the 
writer must have bad an uncommon &culty of giving reality 
to artificial expressions. 

Jooes wrote an affectionate letter to Delia after his arri- 
val in America : 

December 25, 178 J. 
I wrote my most lovelv Delia varicms letters from Phila* 
delphi a, the last of which was dated the 20th of June. On 
the 26fli of that month I was unanimously elected by Con- 
gress -to command the America of 74 guns, on the stocks, at 
PoTtamouth, New-Hampshire. I superintended the building, 
^hich I found so much more backward than I expected, 
that a plan of operation I had in view is entirely defeated. 
I expected to have been at sea this winter^ but the builduig 
does not go on with the vigor I could wish. Since I came 
here I have not found a single good opportunity to write to 
Europe!. 1 have not since heard from your relation I left be- 
hind, but suppose he is with the army. This situation is doubly 
irksome to me, my lovely friend^ as it stops my pursuit of 
hoDor as well as love ! It is now more than twelve months 
»nce 1 left France ; yet I have not received a single letter ftt)m 
thee in all that time, except the one written in answer to my 
letter at taking leave. That one is a tender letter indeed, and 
does honor to thy matchless heart ! I read often and always 
with transport the many charming things that are so well ex- 
pressed in thy letters ; but especially tl^ hrt. Thy adieu has 
in it all the finer feeUngs, blended witii the noblest sentiments of 
the heart ! Providence, all good and just, has given thee a soul 
worthy in all respects to animate nature's fairest work. I rest 
theremre sure that ab$ence will not diminish, but r^ne the pure 
and spotless friendship that binds our souls together, and Will 
€Ter impress each to merit the affection of the other. Remem- 
ber and believe my letter at parting. It was but a faint picture 
of my heart. I will find opportunities to write, and be every 
thing then canst wish. My address is un^r cover to the Hon. 
Hobert Morris, Esq. Minister of Finance, Philadelphia. 

The men as well as the women were infatuated with the 
ChevaJier* The annexed letter affords proof of the flame 
which his reputation had kindled up, impelling individuals 
of good families and connexions to seek tor celebrity under 
his command: 
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Although I have not the honor of a personal acq[aatntsuice 
ivith yoa, the fame of yoor exploits, and Uie glory yoa acquire({ 
in yoar last engagement, induce me to ask a favor at your bands : 
it is to grant me an opportunity of being a witness of, and a par- 
taker in your chivalrous adventures. Understanding tfiat you 
are now at Dunkirk, where, without doubt, the desire of ilyifig 
to achieve new conquests, will not suffer you to remain long ; I 
htfteft to offer you my services. I have the honor to requlest 
that yon will receive me simply as a volunteer, ta order thai 
having no fixed post, I may be every where ; I hare fartfier only 
to stipulate that you will admit me to your own table, and pbu:e 
me under your immediate command, so that I mey aaliate my 
eyes with the pleasure of beholding your courase, and at least 
imitate, for it is impossible to equal it. If I fhonkl be fintnnate 
enoiigli to obtain this favor, rest assured that you wiU alvays 
find me in the path of honor. 1 have been long in the service of 
a^ country ; but the reform which I have introduce b the 
corps to which I belong, leaves me at leisure to employ mysdf 
ebewhere. Having a passion for a sea-life, which I have already 
partially gratified by a voyage to the Indies, I am e^eer to make 
one or two eampaigns. Since the moment when the mme of your 
g^rioos expedition spread through the woiid, I have wished to 
aerve under your orders ; and seize the present opportunity to 
assere you, that, if you accept my preferred services^ you will 
never have cause to repent it : circumstances of a yerj peco- 
liar nature fender me very anxious to execute this inteo&». 1 
will waive all mention of my family ; chance has thrown me in 
an elevated situation ; this is my only observation on this tub- 
ject If you design an expedition immediately, and will receive 
me in the number of those who are emulous to acquire gloiy 
under your command, have the goodness to write me, and IwiJi 
immediately repair to the spot you may point, out. 

I have the honor to be, &c» 

• Da Tou&flfxvitLE. 

On one occ^on % lady declined his advances in the fol- 
lowing delicate omnner ; althoo^ it srould appear that she 
had induced them : ^ 

Sin, I 

I am gratefiil £ot the sentiments which you entertain for me. j 
and it would give me pleasure to reply to them ; but I could nor 
do 80 without deceiving a gentleman with whoni I live ; and that 
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is what I am incapable of doing. After this conl^Bsion jou must 
be aware of my way of thinkiiig ; and that what I said yesterday 
was only meant in jest 

With all possible consideration) Sir, 

I hare the honor to be your affectionate servant. 

The annexed note is rather more eqaivocal : 

Madame de H., begs Mr. Jones to pardon the liberty she 
takes in addressing him without, having the honor of his ac- 
quaintance ; and requests a moment's conversation with him at 
her apartments in the royal palace, or at the hotel of the Duch- 
eaa of ' . She asks a thousand pardons if she should be 
the means of giving him any trouble at the moment of his de- 
parture ; but he must not be astonished that all are eager to 
profit by the present opportunity of seeing him. 

In one of the preceding letters, the enraptured Delia 
speaks of certain verses of the Chevalier. Among his pa- 
pers are those subjoined, which are, perhaps, the same that 
the lady alluded to : 

I. 

When J0V« from high Olympoi goes 

To Ida, and the &ir below, 
AU hear*blani«Dt9 — ^but Juno shews, 

A jealous and superior wo : 
Id vain to her all powV is given,* 

To female weakness erer dear ; 
She scorns the sovereignty of heav'n, ' 

Her God, her Jove, seems aU to her '. 

II. 
Bat when the Thunderer retnms, 

And seeks his skies, (so Homer sings,; 
Soft flames th' impatient goddess bams ! 

She hastes to meet the King, of kings : 
Swift as the light her chariot flies. 

Her swifter wishes fly before ; * 
StiU joyoas in the middle-skies. 

She meeto the cloud-compeUing powV. 

III. 

Prolific nature feels th' embrace, 

Superior blossoms, fruits >nd flow'ns, 
Sprii^ up,— -bearM wears a brighter (ace. 

And fragrance in profusion 8how*n. 

Uu 
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Culotul nptom <mho cui ttHi 

Oon all diTiM ! ara mHjftil, 
Wh«t bold prMBBptDtHH rti-uii»*»U»well, 

Withtrwport* i«IuehM»god»««iiw»ft! 
IV. 
Thui when thy wurior, though no god, 

Bringi FradPnCi itwid«rd o'er Ibe nuin. 
Long Bbsent from thy blert abode, 

CnO* aatHux ia dear Franet mfgua; 
O! thou more he«T»nly!—fcrmor» kind 

Than Juno, at th; awain than Jove, 
With whal beartVUansport, raptui'd nuwl '. 

Shall ve spproach oD wings of love t 

This is no unfarorable sample of Jones's poetical abili- 
ties. The sentiments are impressire, and in some degree 
sublime. The tbou^ts are comprehensive, and correspond 
with the vigor of his general character. It is apparent, &om 
the originaTmaniiecript, that the Chevalier, in maldi^ love, 
was a truant, adapting his Hiymes to situation and circnm- 
stances. The fourtfa line of the fourth atanza is varied, so 
as to answer either for Prance or America : T^us, 
" Cast anchor in dtar France again," 
Is changed to, 

" lo/GiVCbJumfrM moors again." 
This may be denominated the economj <^ reru&cabon. 
It is a trick prob&blj often practised hy more penow ttan 
Jones. 

Whatever may have been the devotion wbtt^h Jones pro- 
fessed for the sex, it was obvious that ambition was Qie 
predominating passion in bis breast, aad that he even nude 
his love afikirs Bubservient to bis desire of gioir. Tlie fol- 
lowing letter to a ladj at court, Just before his departure ibr 
Amenca, contains a mixture of"^ respectful salntation, and a 
Bolicitation of female influence in his behalf: — 

VOrient, Augwt 6lA, 1780. 
To A Ladt. 

I had the honor to write to yon on die 14th ult but have not 
yet had the satisfaction to recure any of your letters since that 
time. This makes me fear you are now determiaed to pmuth ne 
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for mj fomer aiknce ; yet I am firequeotly io doubt about tbis« 
as I hope yon will shew mercy .wheo you koow that 1 repent ?--> 
1 send tbis hy. a certain conveyaoce ; and wiU hope for the ho- 
nor of having a letter frooi you m return. Present if you please 
m^ best respects to the Duke and Duchess ; 1 shall ever enter- 
tain the most profound regard for that amiable princess, and be 
ambiliQus to merit the continuance of her friendship. I add my 
address at Philadelphia, and depend on frequent letters from you 
while I am in America^ The Court has a plan of mine respect- 
iog my future services to be asked of Coneress by the Court. 
I have the greatest desire to give the world farther proofs of my 
grateful zeal for the interests of the King, the government, and 
this generous-minded nation, by my actions against the common 
enemy of France and America. Will you, dear madam, honor 
me with your interest, that an application may be made by go- 
vernment to Congress, that I may henceforth, during the war, 
be employed in the most active and enterprising services. 
I 9m ever, with the highest sentiments of esteem and respect, 
Madam, 
Your most obliged and faithful servant. 

A friend, had written to the Chevalier, on the 30th of 
October, 1779, on the occasioii of that friend's oiarriage : 

<' Tou have been reaping laurels, my friend, and I have been 
plucking roses, but your occupation is as much more glorious 
than mine, as the welfare of a community is more important than 
the happiness of an individual ; I think however, I have one ad- 
vantage over you, for mine has not been the work of destruc- 
tion, and I trust it will increase the species instead of diminish- 
ing them, and that you must Mow is the ' cause of humanity .'* 
In short, I am a married man, and my wife will be happy to 
number you among her friends. I return to Nantes from St. 
Germain to-morrow morning, and as soon as I arrive I will 
vrrite you on mattcfrs of business, at present I can think of 
nothing of that kind. 

Alas, poor Richard I we ought not, however, to regret so 
honorsd>le an exit. Thank heaven you are preserved, and may 
another poor Dick shine gloriously under your command. All 
Europe are praising you except England. 

The subjoined letter to the Duke de Chartres, afterward 
Duke of Orleans, is in good style : 

Jlriel, Groaix, September 22ii, 1780. 
His Eoyal Higness the Due be Chartres. 

Mr Prince, 
Two days since, Monsieur de Roberdeau deUvered me the 
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' letter you did me the honor to write me from Paris dw IBth oi 
last moDth. It will, my Prince, always afford me tbe^ truest 
pleasure, when in my power, to cooibrm tayour wishes hy ren- 
dering my best services to any person whom yon please to re- 
commend to my attention ; and Captain de Kobei^eaii will, J 
hope, be satisfied with my conduct towards him. No man, my 
Pnnce, can be more ambitious to merit your esteem and protec- 
tion than myself; for no man can admire and venerate yon 
more as a gallant and good officer, or esteem you with a more 
heartfelt affection them, my Prince, 

Your most obliged, he* 

The following to Dr. John Read, of Vii^giaia, is an ex- 
cellent specimen of the expression of genuine friendship id 
an instance of pecuniary inability to comply wiili the re» 
quest of a friend: 

VOrient, November 9*, 1780. 
Dr. Read. 

I I have, my dear Sir, to thank you for several favors lately re- 

I ceived from you. I postponed my answer because I have been 

in daily expectation of returning to America, bat cannot how- 
ever, omit the opportunity of your brother to acquaint you tiiat 
for these five yea^s past military affairs have engaged my whoU 
attention, I am as much a stranger to trade as if I had never 
been concerned in it. I have served as a volunteer in the 
American Revolution, and to this moment have neither received 
pay nor subsistence from the public. My property in the many 
prizes I took before 1 left America went throi^b the hands of 
agents who did great injustice to the captors ; and it has since 
\ melted away by the depreciation of the Confinental paper mo- 

ney. Gain has' never been my object, and since I came to 
\ France h^rd blows and honor have been my sole income. Jud^ 

therefore, my dear friend, if I am able to establish a loan for 
I you ? — ^I could not do it for myself because I want funds, and 

[ could not give the necessary security. If you are determine to 

enter into trade I would advise you to buy bills of exchange on 
France from the Consul-General at Philadelphia. Send these 
bills to a good house here, with orders to ship the goods yon 
propose in very small parcels by each of the fast-sailing ve^els 
that come here from Philadelphia^ Maryland, or Viiginia. Thus 
you will divide your risk, and have more neat profit dian by he* 
ing concerned in shipping and cargoes from America. These 
opinions I take from the best merchants here^ therefore you 
can the better depend upon them. Pt^esent my best respeete to 
Mrs! Read ; when I come to Vii^inia rand have a moment to 
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spam from mj public duties, I will with great pieasure pay you 
a visit. — ^Be assured it will ever give me happiness to be useful 
to you, when fortune puts in my power the means ; for Ttruly 
am, my dear friend. Your most affectionate, &c. 

To general Washington, in August 1773, Jones wrote as 
follows: 

Pas9y,Aug. 6th, 1778. 
His Excellency Gek. Washington, Commander in chief of 

the American Army, at his head-quarters. 
Honored Sia, 

As the scene of war by sea is now changed from America to 
Europe, I have been induced to give up the command of the 
American ship of war Ranger, and to continue for some time 
in Europe, in compUance wi^ the request of the minister of 
the French marine, in a letter to our ministers plenipotentiary 
at the Court of Versailles. 

I will not intrude on your Excellency's time even by attempt- 
ing to pay you the respect which you so justly command. — The 
intention of this letter is only to beg your acceptance of two 
epaulettes, with which it is accompanied, and which my friend 
Mr. Williams, of Nantes, has undertaken to forward : — I ex- 
pected to have had the honor of delivering this little present 
into your own hands, but not having that satisfaction, if I can 
render you any acceptable services in France, I h6pe you will 
command me without reserve, being with sentiments of perfect 
esteem. Honored Sir, yours, &c. 

The Chevfldier's opinion of the qualifications requisite in 
a chaplain for his ship, h given in a letter to Mr. Grand : 

Extract of a letter to H. 6ran4- 

Pasiy.July 12t^, 1778. 

Id the selection of a diaplain, the following qualifications are 
deemed requisite. 

I could wish him to be a man of reading and of lettera,^ 
fvho undentands, speaks, and writes the French and English 
with el^^ance md propriety : for pc^itical reasons it would be 
well if-4ie wj&e a clergyman of the Protestant profession, whose 
sanctity of manners, mid happy natural prindples, would diffuse 
unaoimity and cheerfulness through the ship. And if to these 
essentials is added the talent of writing fast and in fair cha- 
racters, such a man would necessarily be worthy the highest 
confidence, and might, therefore, assure himself of my esteem 
and firiendship ; he should always have a place at my table, the 
regulation whereof would be entirely under his direction. 
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One of his letters to Madtoie de la Fayette, ig in these 
terms: 

VOrieni, July 2Bth, HBO. 
Madame la Marquise db la Fatgtte, a Paris. 

Madam, 
I am once more nearly ready for the sea. — ^If I can in any 
respect render yon acceptable services, you know I have so 
much esteem and respect for yourself, and so much affectionate 
friendship for yonr husband, that you will 1 hope, command me 
freely. — I Expect to embrace the Marquis about the first of Oc- 
tober ; and it is not impossible — that we may return together 
to France. Believe me, I am, with great sincerity and regard. 

Madam, your most obedient, inc. 

To Madam the President de Ormoy, he wrote thoB : 

Ariel, Road of Groaioc, Sept. 13, 1780. 

Madame la Presidente de OrmoYi &c. 
Madam, 

I cannot leave France without expressing how much I feel 
myself honored and obliged by the generous attention that you 
have shown to my reputation in your Journal. I will ever have 
the most ardent desire to merit the spontaneous praise of beauty 
and her pen ; and it is impossible to be more grateful than I 
am for the veiy polite attentions I lately received at Paris and 
Versailles. My particular thanks are due to you. Madam, for 
the personal proofs I have received of your esteem and friend- 
ship, and for the happiness you procured me in the society of 
the charming Countess and other ladies and gentlemen of yonr 
circle. But I have a favor to ask of you, Bladam, which I hope 
you will grant me. You teU me in your letter, that the ink- 
stand 1 had the honor to present you as a small token of my ea* 
teem, shall be reserved for the purpose of writing what con- 
cerns me. Now I wish you to see ray idea in a more expanded 
light, and would have you make use of that ink-stand to mstmct 
mankind and support the dignity and rights of human natnre. 

I shall be happy in every part of the world to hear from yon, 
and I beg leave to assure you, my best wiahes will always attend 
you and yours ; being, with the highest esteem and r^pect. 

Madam, yonr most obliged friend, &c. 

To the same lady he addressed another letter on the 16th 
of October, 1780. 

L'Orieni, October, 16, 1780. 
Madame la Presideoife de Ormot, &c. 
By the enclosed decfaration of roy officers yon will see, my 
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dear Madam, that I was in a licklUh ntiiati6ti in the moment 
whOe you were employed in writii^ to me the 9th. It is im« 
possible to be n|ore sensible than I am of the obligation confer- 
red on me by your attentions and kind remembrance joined to 
that of the l>elle Countess, your fair daughters, and the amiabte 
ladies and gentlemen of your society. I hare returned without 
laurelSy and what is worse, without having been able to render 
service to the ghriaus eawe of liberty, I know not why Nep- 
tune was in such anger, unless he thought it an affiront in me to 
appear on his ocean with so insignii&cant a force. It is certain 
that till the night of the 8th I did not fuUy conceive the awful 
majesty of tempest and shipwreck. I can give you no just idea 
of the tremendous scene that nature then presented ; which 
surpassed the reach even of poetic fancy and the pencil. I be- 
lieve no ship was ever before saved from an equal danger off 
the point of the Penmark rocks. 1 am extremely sorry that the 
young En^ish lady you mention should have imbibed the na- 
tional hatred against me. 1 hafe had proofs that many'of the first 
and fairest ladies of that nation are my friends. Indeed I cannot 
imagine why any fair lady should be my enemy, since upon the 
large scale of universal philanthropv, I feely acknowledge, and 
bend before the sovereign power of beauty. The English na- 
tion may hate me, but / imU force tkem to etteem me too. Tou 
have heard, no doubt, that Uaptain Landais and all the officers 
of the Alliance have been laid under an arrest by order of Con- 
gress, on their arrival in America, and the command of the Al- 
liance was given to the brave Captain Barry. By the latest ad- 
vices, I have no enemies in that vast country. I shaU be happy 
to hear from you, Madam, while I remain here, and I assure 
you I will embrace every occasion to prove my grateful attach- 
ment to this beloved nation, as well as to my friends in it. 
I am, with the highest esteem and respect, &c. 

On the 1 2th of December foUowing, he wrote again to the 
same lady : 

Aridy UOrierU, Die. 12, 1780. 
Madame la Presidente de Ormoy, &c. 
To merit, dear Madam, the praise so ^warmly and well ex- 
pressed in the letter you did me the honor to write me the 22d 
ult., would be my supreme ambition. If I have any merit, it 
consists in good will and perseverance. My abilities are poor, 
and I want experience ; but opposition shall never cause my 
ardor to abate in pursuit of the glorious cause I have underta- 
ken tosupport.^ When I received yoV letter \ was again ready 
for the sea, and have been waiting h^e with a fair wind ever 
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since, expecttQg from hmtr to hoar the arri?al of Mr..6oiirlade« 
who brings the public despatches from oar minister ibr Con- 
gress. In this situation, the boy you mentioned most hsre ar- 
rired here too late, other^rise I should, with great pleasure, 
hare receiyed him under my protection. Mr. Gourlade is, I 
hear, arrived at Nantes ; to-morro;)r, if he appeare here, I shaU 
d^art I am much flattered ^JJ^^^ haviog mentioned me to 
so great a man as the King of Prussia — the world will ever 
treat his opinion with the highest respect, It is impossible tor 
me to express the happiness I derive from your good opinion, 
and how proud 1 shall ever be to be found worthy of your afiec- 
tionate. friendship. With these sentiments, and the most pro- 
found repect, I am, Madam, yours, lie. 

To the Countess of Bourbon, on the 21st of September, 
1 780, he addressed himself in the following manner, in re- 
ply to one of her letters to him: 

Ariel y Road of Gtoaix, Sept. 21, 1780. 

Madame la Comtesse de Bourbon, &c. 
Madam, 

I was honored 'with the very polite letter that your Lady- 
ship condescended to write me the 6th of last month. I am 
sorry that you have found it necessary to refuse me the honor 
of accepting the deposit mentioned in my last \ but am now de- 
termined to follow your advice and be myself its guardian. A 
day or two before I wrote to you last I had received a challenge 
from Sir James Wallace, who in the Nonesucb, a ship of the 
line, copper bottomed and of superior swiftness, declared he 
waited in sight for mv departure. Had I commanded an ei\ual 
force I hope you will believe 1 would have employed my time 
otherwise than in writing you any proposition for the safety of a 
weapon that I should have hoped to use immediately with sac- 
cess. I have been detained in tbis open road by contrary and 
stormy winds since the 4th of this month. There is this mo- 
ment an appearance of a fair opportunity, and I will eagerly 
embrace it. I have received a letter from the first minister very 
favorable to the project I mentioned to you ; and you may de- 
pend on my utmost interest with Congress to bring the matter to 
issue. I am sure thai assembly will with pleasure say all your- 
self or the court could wish respecting the Count, if my scheme 
is adopted. I have the satisfaction to inform you that by the 
testimony of all the persons just arrived in four ships at L'Ofi- 
ent from Philadelphia, the Congress and all America appeared 
to be warmly my friends ; and my heart, conscious of its own 
uprightness, tells me I shall be well received. Deeply and 
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gratefully impressed with a sense of the obligatioa 1 owe to yaa 
and your husband's attentions and good wishes, and andtatly de- 
siring to merit your friendship, and the lore of this nation, by my 
whole oooduct throng life, 

1 remain Madam, your neumt obliged, kc> 

N. B. I will not fail to write whenever 1 have any thing 
wofth your reading — at the same time may I hope to be honored 
DOW and then with a letter from you, directed to Philadelphia Z 
I was selfish in begging you to write me in French, because 
your letters- wotAd serve me as an exercise. Your English is 
correct and even elegant. 

To a lady, whose letters he bad n^ected to answer, he 
wrote as an apology thus : 

L'Orimt, July 14t&, 1780. 
Mabau, 

When one is conscious of haying been in fault I believe it is 
the best way to confess it, and to promise amendment This 
being my case with respect to you, Madam, 1 am too honest to 
attempt to excuse myself; and therefore cast myself at your feet 
and beg your forgiveness, on condition that I behave better here- 
afler. For shame, Paul Jones> how could you let the ^rest lady 
io the world, afler writing you two letters, wait so long for an 
answer 1 Are you so much devoted to war, as to neglect wit and 
beauty ? — I make myself a thousand such reproaches, and believe 
I punish myself as severely as you would do, Madam, were you 
present here. 

The truth is, I have been willing that the extraordinary events 
that have taken place here with respect to the frigate Alliance 
should be communicated to you rather by others, than by my- 
self; for though, God knows, I have not been to blame for these 
events, yet I have felt rather ashamed that they should have 
happened : the more so as the cause has been rather of a deli* 
cate nature. 1 will mention it however to you. M. de Chaumoat 
has to this moment, unjustly retained from these poor people 
every sol, both of their wages and shares of prizes. And some 
envious persons found means to persuade them that 1 had con- 
curred with him in these measures. Nothing can be more false, 
I despise his base conduct, and have not even spoken nor writ- 
ten to him on account of it : on the contrary to procure^r the 
men who had so bravely served under my command, their 
just rights, was the only business that brought me to court in the 
month of May. If 1 had not at last been sent b^ck here without 
the means of paying them, no difficulty would have happened. 

Xx 
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As it is 1 have the satisfaction to know that none of them iiave 
complained of any ill treatment from me. 

I will write you often, and do every thing in.my power to con- 
vince you how mach 1 wish to merit your friendship, and with 
how much respect, and how profound regard, I have the honor 
to be, Tonrs, &c. 

The subjoined convivial and gallant letter was written to 
the Marquis de Nieuil r 

Dauphin RotfoU^ Brut, June 9l&, 1778. 
The MAR<iuis DE Nieuil, 

Were I disposed to be affronted with yon, Marquis, you have 
given me a fair opportunity ; but fortunately for you, being at 
present under a cloud, I am not mounted on regasus, nor shall i 
be satirical in prose. 

Since you have endeavored to prove by great force of reason 
and argument that you have made a bad baigain, 1 am determined 
to realize your ^^ dream," as a punishment for your breach of 
friendship, fbr you know there is no friendship in trade. I intend to 
dine with you every day, if possible, and I wiU bring with me, too, 
father John if I can, so that as you will not save your wine, yon 
have made a bad bargain indeed. 

I thank you for your friendly caution to use the wine you have 
sent me with moderation. As I am to drink so much on board the 
Dauphin, and as I do not incline to drink in the moming, your 
advice shall have its due effect. Some of your champaign wiU, 
perhaps, be reserved to make glad the hearts of oar American 
fair ; and I hope, on such occasions, to have so much ** remem- 
brance" left, as to propose the health of the pver. 

I am, kc. 

In the following lines another metrical effusion of Jones 
is presented for perusal : 

Fersei written on board the Alliance off^ Uahaniy the IH day of 
JantMrjfy 1780, immediately after eicaping out <^ the Texel^ 
from the Blockade of the British fleets ; being in answer to a 
piece written and sent to the Texel by a young tAxdy at the Hague. 



Were I, Paul Jones, dear maid, " the King of sea,'* 

I find such merit in thy Tii^;in song, 
A coral crown with bays I'd give to thee, 

A «ar which on the wares should smoothly glide along 
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The Nereklea all aboatthy side ahottld wait/ 

And gpladly ring; in triumph of thy state 

**• Viyat, yivat^ the happy virgin muse I 

Of liberty the friend, who tyrant power pursues '/' 

II. 
Or, happier lot ! were fiur Columbia free 

From British tyranny « — and youth still mine, 
Vd tell a tender tale to one like thee 

With looks and breast as pure as hers — or thine ; 
If she approved my flame, distrust apart, 
Like fiiithful turtles, we*d have but one heart : 
Together then we'd tune the silver lyre. 
As love or sacred freedom should our lays ia«ipire. 

III. 

But since, alas ! the rage of war prevail?, 

And cruel Britoos desolate our land, 
For Freedom still I spread my willing sails. 

My unsheath'd sword my country shall command. 
Go on, bright maid ! the muses all attend 
Genius like thine, and wish to be its friend. 
Trust me, although conveyed through this poor shift. 
My New-Tear's thoughts are grateful for thy gift. 

A letter from a Captain O'ConDelly to the Chevalier will 
divert the reader. It proves at once the popularity of 
Jones, and the embarrassment of* the Captain, a worthy 
Irishman, it is presamed, who was mistaken for him : 

RoUerdamy Dec. llth, 1779. 
Mt Dear Comiiodore, 

I am sincerely sorry I could not have the happiness of seeing 
yon before setting off from the Helder. Having but little mo* 
ney to perform a long journey, obliged me to benefit of an oc- 
casion that offered in the cheap way to Amsterdam. YonMl 
easily conceive my reason for quitting, although I take nothing 
from the merit of Mr. ChamiUard, yet^ I thought myself too 
much advanced in years to be under his orders, besides, I per- 
ceived proceedings that were not agreeable to me : and hope 
you don't take the step that I have taken amiss. Believe me. 
Sir, that if I had the honor of being embarked with you, I 
would not quit you before the campaign was decided one way 
or the other. 

If I have no other advantage hy the cruise I have made, I 
am amply recompensed by being conducted by crowds of all 
ranks, throuj^h the streets in every town i come to in this conn- 
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tFy ; and can't didsuade ihem bat I am the brare PaulJones, bat 
tbey will absolutely persist in tbeir opinioD^ Dotwitfastaoding all 
the proois I can allege to tbe contrary. When 1 show them my 
passport, tbey tell me i make use of a fictitious name, so that I 
suppose they will make me believe at last, I am you. 

If in case you should come into France to arm for the next 
year, and that you should have occasion for one in my way, I 
beg you may let. me know, and you may depend I will join you 
on sight. You^ll be sure of finding me, by writing to Marquis 
de Braneas, Lieutenant General et Cordon hlue in rue Tonr- 
neau, F. S. G. Paris. As 1 have some demands to make of the 
minister, and as Dr. Franklin could be of use to me on the oc- 
casion, you will greatly oblige me, if you will be so kind as to 
solicit him in my favor, if you think you can do it without put- 
ting yourself under any obligations to him ; for I would be very 
sorry to think that on my account, you should hurt your deli- 
cacy in the least. If otherwise, and that you should think me 
worthy your remembrance, 1 wi)I always esteem it as the great- 
est favor as long as I have the honor of being your most devoted, 
humble, and obedient servant, O'Conbellv. 

P. S. If you should honor me with a few lines, my address is 
au Caffi^e Conty, F. S. G. Paris. My sincere compliments, if 

you please, to your gentlemen in jteneral. 

« 

In the course of his correspondence with one of the most 
distinguished citizens of America, who was at Paris m 1787. 
tbe Chevalier unveiled a court secret. He was, at that time, 
in New- York, and wrote under date of the 4th of September 
of that year: 

(Private.) JVea>-Fork, Sept. 4, n»1. 

His Excellency Thomas Jefferson, £sq. 

. I 9m much obliged to you for the letter from Madam T 

> which you forwarded by tbe June packet. I now take the 

Ubef ty to enclose a letter for that worthy lady ; and as I had 
not the happiness to introduce you to her, (because 1 wished 
her fortune to liave been previously established,) I shall now 
tell you* in confidence^, that she is the daughter of the late K*** 
aund of a lady of quality, on whom his M****** bestow^ a very 
laige fortune on her daughter's account Unfortunately the 
fathep died while the daughter (his great favorite) was veiy 
young ; and the mother has never since shewn her either jus- 
tice oir natural affection. She was long the silent victim of that 
ii^u^ice ; but I bad the pleasure to be. instrumental in pnttipg 
her in a feir way ta obtain redress. His present M.****** re- 
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ceired hex last year with greait kindnesfl : he gfive her aileir* ^ 

ward seveml particular audiences, and said he charged fainMdf ^ 

with her fortune. Some thtogs were, as I have understood, fixed 
on, that depended solely on the K*** ; and he said he would die-* 
tate the justice to he rendered hy the mother. But the letter 
you sent me, lefl the feeling author all in tears ! Her friend — 
her protectress — her introductress to the K***, was suddenly 
dead ! She was in despair ! She lost more than a mother ! A 
loss, indeed, that nothing can repair ; for fortune and favor are 
never to he compared to tried friendship. I hope, however, 
she has gone to visit the K*** in July, agreeahle to his appoint- 
ment given her in the month of March. I am persuaded that 
he would receive her with additional kindness, and that her loss 
would, in his mind, he a new claim to his protection ; especially 
as he well knows and has acknowledged her superior merit and 
just pretensions. As 1 feel the greatest concern for the situation of ' 

this worthy lady, you will render me a great favor hy writing 
a note, requesting her to call on' you, as you have something to 
communicate from me. When she comes, he so good as to deli- 
ver her the within letter, and shew her this ; that she may see 
hoth my confidence in you and my advice to her. 

I am, with the highest esteem. Sir, yours, &c! 

The latter part of the life of the Chevalier Jones was 
spent partly in Holland and partly in France. He died at 
Paris, of water in the chest, on the 1 2th of September, 1 792, 
and although a Calvinist his funeral was attended by a de- 
putation of the National Assembly, and an eloquent oration 
pronounced over his tomb by M. Marron. 

The following is the last Will and Testament of the Che- 
valier, accompanied with schedules of the property which 
belonged to him at the time of his death : — 

[translation.] 

EXEMPLIFICATION, i Before the under-written Notaries at Paris, 

^ > personally appeared Mr. John Paul Jones, 

I citizen of the United States of America, now 

TB8TAMKNT OF i residing at Paris, and lodging in Tounnon- 

_ - „_ .^«j-,c I street, at the house of M. D'Arbergue, tipstaff 

PAUL JOPifcs. I j^ ^^ Tribunal of the Third Precmct, whom ^ 

1^ \ we found in a parlor on the first story above 

S the entry, lighted by two windows looking on 

July 18lfc, 1702. I the said street, sitting^ in .an easy-chair, sick 

c^^tA^wvi.vx^vwx>r>^ in body, but of sound mind, memory, jud^ent, 

and understanding, as appeared to us, the under- written Notaries, by 

his &confs8 and conversation,— >who, with a view to death, did make^ 
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£;p6ak, and dictate to the said underwritten Notaries his Testament, 
as Mows, to wit: — 

I give and bequeath all the property, moveable and immoveable, 
and other property generally whatsoever, which shall belong to me 
on the day of my decease, in whatever countries^ the same may be 
situate, to my two sisters, Jane, wife of William Taylor, and Mary, 
wife of Mr. Loudon, and to the children of my said sisters, to be divi- 
ded into as many shares as my said sisters and their children shall 
Ibrm individual persons, and the same to be enjoyed by them in the 
following manner, viz: — My sisters, and such of their children is shall 
have attained the age of twenty-one years, shail enjev their respeetr 
ive shares in full and property from the day of my decease .* As to 
such of my said nephews and nieces as, on the day of my decease, 
ahaO not have attained the age of twenty-one years, their mothers 
shall enjoy their respective shares until they shall have attained the 
sud age, charged with the board, maintenance, and education of the 
said children ; and as my said nephews and nieces shall respective 
attain the age of twenty-one years, they shaU enjoy their respective 
shares in full and absolute property. If one or more of my said ne- 
phews and nieces shall happen to die without issue, and before attain- 
ing the age of twenty-one years, the share of such of them as dial! 
80 liave died, shall be divided between my said sisters and my other 
nephews and nieces, by equal portions. 

I appoint the Honorable Robert Morris, Esq. of Philadelphia, my 
sole testamentary Executor. I revoke all other testaments and codi- 
cils which I may have made anterior to the present, in which akme I 
persist, as containing my last will. 

It was thus done, spoken, and dictated by the said Testator to the 
said under-written Notaries, and afterward to him by one of them, 
the other being present, read, and read again, which he declued well 
to understand and persist therein, at Paris, the eighteenth day c^JaJy, 
in the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-two, at five ojplock 
in the afternoon, in the apartment above-described ; and the Testator 
has signed on the minute of these presents remaining with M. Pottier, 
one of the under-written Notaries, in the margin oi which is written, 
Reconled at Paris, the twenty-fiflh day of September, 1792, the first 
year of the Republic, in the sixth Office. Received one hundred 
livres, provisionally, the duty to be hereafter finally settled, on the 
declaration of the revenue of the Testator. 

De Fraitce, 
Barmibr Pottier. 

Pbiladelpkia City and County ^ ts. 

These are to certify, that the foregoing is a true copy fVom a trans- 
lation of a certain histrument of writing, written in the French lan-w 
guage, filed and remaining in the Register^ OSce at Philadelphia. 

Given under the seal of office this tenth day of No- 
fSsAL.] vember, in the year of our Lord one thousand 

seven hundred and ninety-seven. 

I. Wampole, JD. Register, 
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ikhedule qf the Property of JUminU John Paul Jommj ae tiaied 6y 

to me, thieimif Jttfy, 1792. 

1. Bank Stock in the Bank of North America, at Philadelphia, six 
thousand dollars, with sundry dividends. 

2. Loan Office Certificate, left with my friend John Ross, of Phila- 
delphia, for two thousand dollars, at par, with great arrearages of in- 
terest, beinff for 10 or 12 years. 

3. Such oalahce as may be in the hands of my said friend John 
Ross, belonging to me, and sundry efiects left in his care. 

4. My lands in the state of Vermont. 

5. Shares in the Ohio Company. 

6. Shares in the Indiana Company. 

7. About £1800 sterling due to me from Edward Bancroft, unless 
paid by him to Sir Robert Henries, and is then in his hands. 

8. Upward of four years of my pmision due from Denmark, to be 
asked mm the Count de Bemstorff. 

9. Arrearages of my pay from the Empress of Russia, and all my 
prize-money. i 

10. The balance due to me by the United States of America, of 
sundry claims in Europe, which will appear from my pipers. 

This is taken from his mouth. 

GovERNKVR Morris. 

This is to certify those whom it may concern, that the following 
papers and vouchers belonging to the estate of the late Commodore 
John Paul Jones, are left in my hands, when any of the property m 
recovered, or payment obtained, to be accounted for to his hein, ac-> 
cording to his last Will and Testament, agreeably to the copy left 
with me: 

Major William Treats deed for 300 shares in the Indiana Com- 
pany. 

Robert MorrisVi note, at 12 months, for ^332 18, with interest, at 
6 per cent., dated the 18th of July, 1797. 

Robert MorrisVi note, at 2 years, for ^3332 18, with interest at 6 
per cent., dated the 18th of July, 1797. 

Also, a certificate for 67 shares in the Pennsylvania Propertv Com* 
pany, deposited as a collateral security for the payment of the two 
notes above-mentioned. 

Ten certificates. No. 2311 a 2320, for ^300 each, dated the 10th of 
July, 1777, at 4 per cent, interest. Interest paid till 1781. 

Two certificates. No. 598 and 599, for ^400 each, at 6 per cent, in- 
terest, dated the 25th of June, 1779. 

Two certificates. No. 685 and 686, for }400 each, at 6 per cent, 
each, dated the 18th of August, 1779. 

Chie hundred and fortynseven old Continental dollars and lawful 
money. 

Richard Platte receipt for 5 shares in the Ohio Company, for |5000 
in certificates, and $50 specie. 

Also, a number of letters, accounts, journals, log-books, &c., with 
various other papers, are supposed to be of no value. 

Robert Htslof. 

New- York, August 10th, 1797. 
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P. B. LikewiM neeived at the wm time, Jalm G. Pmier^ btS on 
WilUao) Fnxier.Vii^mia, dated Bourdekux,the29UiofMucfa, 1779, 
lor £100, Viifiou currency, it 10 days ugbt, to be paid in Loan Of- 
fice certificatea. bearing intereat from the lat of NoTemlier, 1717, — 
which bill waa praaented the 30th of August, 17fll, lod reRiaed. 

ROBBBT HVSLOP. 

Ab every tiling relating to tiie Revolutionary period mast 
be ratereating to the American p«Wic, and there beinjj a 
masB of correapondencc between the Cberalier Jonei and 
a number of the moat diatinguished men of that daj, not in- 
cluded in the preceding life and character, we have tbou^t 
♦hat Uwouldbebifltoricatlyuaeful topubltahapaitof tiiem, 
■ a with his life, by way of appendix. 



APPENDIX. 

■ Mmmu gjic*. PkUadtlfAia, Sept. 30*, IIM. 
The Cberalier Padl Joitia, Paria. 
Sta, 
1 am to acknowledge the receipt of yoar aeveral favon of 
aetb of December, 13th of April, and lath of June last I 
have to reproaeh myaelf for not makiBg an early reply to the 
fint ; but I was so much harraaeed when 1 received it that ( 
<MKiM not find an opportunity. Afterward 1 lived in the duly 
expectation of making my personal acknowledgtnent, bat amce 
yonr stay in Enrope has been delayed beyond eitber yoarez- 
pectatioD or mine, I now take the laat opportamly wbicb I shall 
ever have of eipreeaing my tentimenta ^datly upon the zeal, 
tuliviii), fonilude cmd inttltigenee, which you have exhibited on 
so many occaaions in the service of the United Statea. Accept, 
I pray you. Sir, this last feeble testimony which I can give, and 
which, hawever uoeijual to your deaerta, ia at leaat expreMive 
of that respect and smcere esteem with which 1 bare the honor 
to be, be. 

R. AtoRRIS. 

Pari; Febnutry «7*, 1786. 

Mr. Paul Jores, Commodore in the Navy of the U. States. 
Sir, 

I have received with much gratitnde the mark of confidence 
which you have giveo me, and 1 have read with great eagerness 
and pleaanre thai interesting relation. 

My first impression was to desire you to have it published, 
but after having read it I perceive that you had not written it 
with a view to publication, because there are things in it which 
are written to tne King, for whom alone Chat work was intesdrl ■ 
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Howerer, actions memorable as youra are, ought to be made 
known to the world bj an authentic journal published in your 
own name. 

I earnestly intreat you to work at it as soon as your affairs 
will allow you ; and in the mean-time, / Aope that the King will 
rtad thi$ work with that tUtention which he cwe$ to the rekuion of 
ihe ierviees which have been rendered to him by a person «a cele- 
brated. 

I beg you to be persuaded of the sincere attachment with 
which 1 have the honor to be, &c. * Malesberbes. 

Parisy January Isty 1786. 

His Most Christian Majesty Louis, King of France, &c. 
Sire, 

History gives the world no example of such generosity as that 
of your Majesty towards the young republic of America ; and I 
believe there never was a more flattering compliment shown by 
a Sovereign to his allies, than when your Majesty determined to 
arm and support a squadron under the flag of the United States. 

Words cannot express my sense of the preference I obtained 
when your Majesty deigned to make choice of me to .command 
that squadron. 

Your Majesty has as much reputation for knowledge and the 
desire of information, as you have for wisdom and justice ; but 
besides that consideration, I conceived it to be my duty* to lay 
before your Majesty an account of my conduct as an officer, 
particularly from the date of the alliance between your Majesty 
and the United States. As your Majesty understands English, I 
have perhaps judged ill by presenting extracts of my journal in 
French ; my motive was to give your Majesty as little trouble as 
possible. 

Accept, Sire, with indulgence, this confidentiid offering of 
my gratitude, which is an original written for your particular 
information. 

It has been and will be the ambition of my life to merit the 
singular honor conferred on me by your Majesty's Brevet, 
dated at Versailles, on the ^8th of June, 1780, which says, " Sa 
Majesty voulant marquer au J. Paul Jones, Commodore de la 
marine de Etats Unis de I'America, Festime particuliere qu'elle 
fait desa personne, pour les preuret de bravoure et d'intrepidite 
qu'il a donneer et qui sont connue de sa Majestic, elle a jug^ a 
propos de Tassocier a I'institution du M6rite militaire, &c.'* 

The Congress of the United States has, with great justice, 
styled your Majesty ** The protector of the rights of human 
nature." 

With the order of military merit your Majesty conferred ob 

y y 
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me a gold sword : an honor which I presume no other officer 
has Teceived ; and *^ the protector of the rights of haman na- 
ture" will always find me readj to draw that sword and expose 
mj life for his service. 

I am. Sire, with the truest gratitude 
Tour Majesty's most obliged and devoted servant^ 

Paul Johes* 

Proteotor of fiur freedom's rights, 

Lottis, thy Tirtues please thy God 1 
The good man in thy praise ddights, 

And tyrants tremble at thy nod. 
Thy people's fiither, lov'd so weU, 

May time respect ! When thou art gone 
May each hew year of history tall. 

Thy sons, with lustre fill fl^ throne. 

For the purpose of perpetuating tiie names and rank of 
the American naval heroes of the Revolutionaiy War, the 
following authentic list of the commission officers, b insert- 
ed in &is work : 

CAPTAINS AND COMMANDERS. 
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Oimt. 


December 22, 1775. 


Ezekiel Hopkins, 


Alfrwl, 


90 


u u 


tt 


Dudley Saltonstall, 


Trumbull, 


28 


H 4t 


«( 


Abraham Whipple, 


Coliuabiis, 


26 


u u 


tt 


Nicholas Biddle, 


Andrew Dona, 


16 


H M 


tt 


John B. Hopkins, 


Sebastian CabclfU 


April 17, 


1776. 


William Manley, 


Hancock, 


32 


u u 


. tt 


Isaac Comeau, 






Jnne 6,* 


tt 


Thomas Thompson, 


Raleigh« 


32 


tt u' 


tt 


Samuel Tompkins, 






U CD 


(( 


Christopher Miller, 






(« u 


t( 


John Barry, 


Effingham, 


28 


U (1 


M 


Thomas Read, 


Washington, 


32 


ik a 


tt 


Charles Alexander, 


Delaware, 


24 


A M 


tt 


James Nicholson, / 


Vicginia, 


2S 


«» 16 


tt 


Hector M'Niel, 


Boston, 


24 


tt •» 


tt 


Thomas Greonall, 


Congress, 


28 


AogtutlSt 


(« 


Elisha Hinman, 


Alfred, 


ao 


" 22, 


tt 


John Hodge, 


Montgomery, 


24 


U (( 


tt 


John Manley, 
Lambert Wiokes, 






OiltoberlO, 


U 


Reprisal, 


1€ 


M U 


it 


WiUiam Hallook, 






u u 


(t 


Hoysted Hacker, 






U (( 


tt 


Isaiah Robinson, 






i» u 


(• 


John Paul Jones, 


Providence, 


12 


U «( 


It 


JameSi Josiah, 






U l( 


u 


Joseph OIney, 


Cabot, 


It 
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WHXir XHPCOTSD. MAMMB. 

• 


TO WHAT VmUKL^ 


October 10, 


1776. 


James Robifoiii 


Sachem, 10 


u t« 


44 


John Yoon^, 


Independence, 10 


U l( 


44 


Elttha Warner, 




U t( 


.1 


Lieut. Com. I. Baldwin, 




U tt 


44 


ThoBias Albertsoo, 


Musquito, 4 


February 5, 


1777. 


Henry Johnson, 




March 15, 


44 


Daniel Waters, 




1( 4i 


44 


Samuel Tucker, 




Mayl, 


1778. 


William Burke, 




June 18, 


C4 


Peter Landais, 




September 25, 




Seth Harding, 


1 


*' 17, 1779. 


Silas Talbot, 


1 


ii 44 


44 


Samuel Nicholson, 


1 


(4 44 


44 


John Nicholson, 




4k 44 


44 


Henry Skinner, 


• 


*l 4( 


44 


Beqjamin Dunn, 




44 44 


44 


Samuel Chew. 


J 



LIEUTENANTS. 



December 92, 1775 

44 44 44 



44 
44 
4. 
44 
44 
(4 
44 
44 
41 
iC 
44 



44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
44 
U 
44 



44 
U 
U 
44 
44 
44 
41 
44 
44 
4« 



John Paul Jones, 
Rhodes Arnold, 

Stansbnry.1 



Hoysted Hacker, 
Jonathan Pitcher, 
Benjamin Seabury, 
Joseph OIney, 
Elisha Warner, 
Thomas Weayer, 
M'DovLgia, 



June 6, 

(4 44 
f( 44 

July 22, 

44 44 

44 44 

August 17, 

44 44 



4i 

44 
44 
44 



44 

44 
44 



February 5, 
August 6, 

** 12, • 
July 20, 



C4 U 

4« 44 

44 14 

*4 44 

44 44 

4( U 



44 

1776. 

4t 
44 

U 
44 
44 

44 
44 
«4 
41 
44 
44 

1777, 

44 
41 

44 
44 
44 
l( 
44 
44 
4( 



John Fanning, 
Esekiel Burroughs, 
Daniel Vaughan, 
Israel Turner, 
Joseph Doble, 
Mark Dennett, 
Peter Shores, 
John Wheelright, 
Josiah Shackfbrd, 
William Barnes, 
Thomas Vaughan, 
Jonathan Maltby, 
David Fhippe, 
Wilson, 



John Nieholson, 
Elijah Bowen, 
John Rodeg, 
William MoUeston, 
Richard Dale, 
Alexander Murray, 
Plunkett, 



Joshua Barney, 
Isaac Buck, 

John Stevens, 
AquiUa Johns. 



1st. 

44 
44 

44 

44 

2d. 

41 
4( 

44 
44 

3d. 

41 
44 

1st. 

2d. 

3d. 
a 

44 

Isl. 
Sd. 
1st. 

2d. 

1st. 
9d. 

1st. 
2d. 
3d. 

44 

44 
4H 
4C 
44 

44 

4. 
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OF 



COMMODORE JOHN PAUL. JONES. 



The incidents in (he life of the Chevalier John Paul Jones, 
as far as the papers in the possession of the author, and in- 
formation from respectable sources will explain and estabUsh 
them, have been faithfully recited in the preceding pages. 
It only remains to draw from them .the features of his cha- 
racter. 

It appears to the writer of this volume, that there is a pre- 
valent mistake in estimating the merits of singular or extra* 
ordinary men. They are measured by a standard somewhat 
like that of Procrustes, to correspond with which, those who 
were too long were cut shorter, and those who were too 
short were stretched to a greater length. If an individual 
who has distinguished himself in literature, in science, in the 
arts, in the aflairs of state, or in arms, does not exhibit all 
the virtues of which human nature in its varieties is capa- 

1 ble, he is pronounced defective, and condemned according- 
ly. On the contrary, where the partiality of friendship or 

y admiration would nujce a characUr^ and the materials are 

2 inadequate to the structure, the individual is raised beyond 
I his level by praises for frivolous qualifications, which, as they 

relate to human actions, are utterly insignificant. 

The memory of the Chevalier John Paul Jones does not 
1 require any thing more, to ensure its perpetuation, than a 

just representation of his achievements. There was nothing 
artificial about him : every thing was natural ; and whether 
he was addressing himself to Congress, to kings, nobles, or 
citizens, he uniformly manifested tide same/ra^ness of dis- 
]^osition and resolution of purpose. We do not expect to 
find absolute perfection in htm or in any other man. The 
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temperameot which belonged to him, the spirit of adTenturfe 
by which he was impell^, his careless indifierencd to the 
accumalation of wealth, precisely in the proportion that 
they existed in him, were indispensable to form John Paul 
Jones. Every being acts agreeably to the constitntion of 
its nature ; and it would be just as absurd to look for a con- 
templative philosopher in the bustle of business, or a daring 
naval commander in the ordinary pursuits of civil life, as to 
seek for a gently puriing streap m the crater of a volcano. 

Of the birth, parentage, education, first associations, and 
early avocations of Jones, but little is known. That his 
rise in the worid, whatever of fortune he had acquired and 
knowledge he had obtaine4, were principally owing to his 
own personal application and exertions, is apparent. That 
he was no novice when he entered the American service, is 
equally manifest. That he understood the method of ad- 
vancing his own interests, is also evident. But there is this 
distinguishing trait in his character, which at once places 
him in the class of great men — ^his schemes for prefermeat 
were always founded upon considerations of accruing na- 
tional benefits. Thus, when he insisted on his seniority of 
rank in the United States from the date of his original com- 
minion, he claimed it as well from hb efficiency as an offi- 
cer as firom that circumstance : When, in France, he re- 
quested an independent command, he uiged it upon the 
ground of his capacity for renderii^ more essential services 
than others to the common cause, and appealed to facts 
which no one could deny : And in Russia, where his nauti- 
cal skill was so conspicuous, and his gallant behaviour against 
the Turks so beneficial to the Empress, he merely sou^^t for 
the reward to which his conduct entitled him. 

Althou^ not peculiarly trained to the usages of courts, 
he was obviously a courtier in no small degree ; for at Paris 
and Versailles be commonly carried his points against the 
intrigues of disciplined intriguers. He baffled the petty ar- 
tifices of his rivals more by his eneigy, and the utility of his 
plans, than by finesse and cunning. He had, nevertheless, 
a native shrewdness which was not easily foiled. The vi- 
vacity of his temper did not qualify him lor proloi^ed nego- 
tiations ; for, in his correspondence, as well as in combat, 
he was eager to grapple with his adversary, and to brin^ the 
question at issue to a termination as 'speedily as possible. 
Ffe was impatient when out of emplo]rment^and notwith- 
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standing that he was, in his moments of leisure, dispaaed to 
be convivial^ and occasionally indulged in the {deasares of 
society, it was more to relieve himself from the uneasiness 
of lassitude than from any positive inclination to prodigality 
or dissipation. The same activity of mind that incessantly 
urged him to seek for new enterprises, made him restless in 
port, led him to the social board, or the society of the &ir 
sex. Fruidui in expedients, he was never at a loss for a 
fresh project in which his tajents might shine* Returning 
from the Bahamas, lie wrote to his friends in Congress, 
pressing them to confide to hinf some new expedition ; when 
in France, his various propositions to the Minister of the 
Marine shewed the fertility of his genius ; at the close o( the 
war of the American revolution, he soon found occupation 
in the fleet of Catharine ; and when that scene closed opon 
him, he had hid eye fixed on an adventure against the Algc- 
rines. He was, emphatically, a man of action; and, fond 
of writing, he was indefatigable in recording not only hi<s 
deeds but his sentiments. He seemed to abhor indoK»ice ; 
and every hour that was not strictly devoted to the acquisi- 
tion of glory appeared to make him unhappy.^ 

There is reason to believe, from the frequent altercations 
in which Jones was engaged, that he was fond of supreme 
command, and that he did not bear with the best grace the 
dictates of a superior, or even the advice of an eqnal. Hist 
weakness was that of selfishness in all that relates to pereooal 
fa^ne. But who, in this respect, is not selfish ? Sincere in 
firiendship and intense in animosity, his feeVings were ex- 
pressed in strong ^nd unequivocal terms. These, gaining 
currency, were seized upon to his disadvantage; and bis 
enemies, who could not dispute his bravery, continuaUy 
thwarted his purposes, by representing him as a person bet- 
ter qualified for the command of single ships than of squad- 
rons — ^better suited to execute than to direct an enterprise. 
The difficulties which he had to encounter with r^ard to 
prize-money, embroiled him with M. le Ray de Cbaumont 
who had been his friend and patron, and witn whom be had 
been upon the most intimate terms. This unhappy differ* 
ence arose chiefly from the different views which the parties 
took of the same transactions, and was probably precipita- 
ted and continued by the impetuosity of Jones. The Che- 
valier was hurt at tbe tqmlity which the ^^ Concordat*^ pre- 
scribed between himself and the other captains in tfie squsd- 
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von whose cruise terminated in the capture of the Scrapie* 
That equality irounded the sensibility of Jones, and inter- 
fered with Us predominating passion for renown* It is 
known to the author, from a letter dictated by Dr. Frank- 
lin from a bed of sickness, dated at Philadelphia, in No- 
vember, 1789, to the elder M. le Ray de Chaumont, that he 
did not regard the latter in the same unfavorable light that 
Jones did. In that letter, ailer the close of the revolution- 
ary war, Dr« Franklin speaks to his old acquaintance as the 
friend of America ; a language which he undoubtedly would 
not have held had M. le Ray de Chaumont been guilty of any 
thing improper concerning the prize-money alludedto, or 
of any thing'dishonest touching the American cause. It has 
been verified to the author, in a manner which leaves no 
room fo» doubt, that M. le Ray de Chaumont, until the time 
of hi^ death, ente^ined for the Chevalier John Paul Jones 
the most sincere esteem, duly valuing his great faculties, but 
perceiving likewise the imperfections of Us temper and his 
unbounded thirst for glory, which sometimes misled his 
judgment. 

Had Jones been bom within the limits of the United Ame- 
rican Colonies, or been a native of France, he would per- 
haps have risen to a greater height of authority than be did 
in either country. He would not have arrived at greater 
honors ; and the command of the America, 74, which was 
assigned to him by the unanimous vote of Congress, was 
probably as high a distinction as any that an American naval 
officer could at that time have aspired to : Indeed, it is one 
of the highest naval trusts in the gift of the government of 
the United States at this time. 

Jones displayed his ruling passion in other instances than 
those of a warlike character. He had his bust taken, ai^ 
distributed casts of it to a number of American gentlemen 
of high standing ; and especially to General Washington, 
John Jay, General Irvine, General St. Clair, Mr. Ross, Mr. 
Thomson, Secretary of Congress, Colonel Wadsworth, James 
Madison, and Colonel Carrington. The busts were made 
by M.'Houdan, of Paris. In the medal voted to him by the 
Congress, he was also very particular. In giving directions 
for ite execution, he declared thsct he would have none struck 
but in gold. 

The influence of Jones's achievements in Europe was 
very considerable* His firmness whilst lying in the Teyel. 






^^ Glory ! Immortal glory, was \m goal, 
On which he fiz*d -his fond unerrii^ eye ;— ^ 
It nery'd his arm ; it warm'd his inmoit loul ; 
It taught him how to live, and how to die.'* 
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the ability with which he conducted himself in that critical 
sitoation, and the imprewion which his captnre of the Sera- 
pis had made, had an effect on the deliberations of ibt States 
General of Holland, and hastened their resolationfl in &vor 
of the independence of the United States of America. 

Whil4 in Ae command of a squadron in Europe, Jones 
had treated the Danish flag with much respect. Whui he 
risited Copenhagen ttiis courtesy was recollected ; and the 
court of Denmark subsequently granted him a yearly pen- 
sion of fifteen hundred rix-dollars. At first he did not teach ( 
this stipend, but hb affairs fitlliog into some embarrassment, 
he accepted it ; not, however, without the pririty, and it is , j 
presumed die assant of his own goremment* Hadhisafiairs ! ' 
be^ in a more prosperous train, he would, in all probabili- -^ 
ty, never have applied for it. ^' 

In hiis letters to Lady Selkirk wiH be perceived the gene- '' 

rous delicacy of a noble mind. He could not restrain the 'i 

, cupidity of his men ; but he did what it remained in his 
power to do : he restored the plundered plate, at the expense 
of his private purse. Alexander the Great himself, never 
performed a more liberal action. ^in 

On &e whole, the Chevalier John Paul Jones was a man -^ 

of strong natural Acuities ; of a good English education ; of ' n 

an ardent teipperamenl ; of a quick penetration ; of a firm scj 

and daring courage ; widi an inclination to literature, an ^^di 

extrauMrdinary ambition, a restless activity of soul, an wdif- yrr 

ference for money,, a heart that felt for the distress of his '^'iq^ 

fellow creatures, a spirit that would neither ^ve ti^r brook 
an msult, and a philanthropy co-extensive wi& the globe. 
He delighted in being considered an American citizen, but 
was still more pleased with being known as the friend of the ''^ I 

l^man race, and as the enemy of its oppressors. ^: i^^ 
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OF 



COMMODORE RICHARD BALE. 



i 



Commodore Dale lutying been, mentioned in the couiie 
of the foregoing life of the Uhevalier Paal Jones, a brief Uo^* 
graphical Aetch of that reapeetali^ officer may be satiifiic** 
tonr to the reader. 

He was bom on the Wettem Branch, foni* or five mtletf 
from Norfolk, Virginia. He went to sea when he was be* 
tween 13and 13 year^of age, and served his time in the 
empioTment of Thomas Mewton, a respectable merchant of 
NmoIL In the autumn <rf 1 77d, be was the mate of a brig 
beloneine to Col. Newton, and arrived at Norfolk, where a 
Briti» flhip of war was lying, and thii^ very unsettled.*— 
He proceeded with the brig up James River, to Citr Point* 
In March, 1776, Capt Barrett, the commander of me brigy 
was engaged in the Virginia state service, and Commodore 
Dale was sent down tlie river by him to Sandy Pbint, in a 
small schooner, for some guns, and was captured by a Bri- 
tisb tender and taken to Norfolk. In July, he entered as a 
midshipman on board the United States' bri^ Lezingteiif 
Capt. Bany. In October he sailed in that brig as master's 
mate, from Philadelphia to Cape Francois. On his retuniy 
tovrards the end of December, Commodore Dale was ci^ 
tnred by the British frigate Liveroool, off the Ciqpes of Vir- 
ginia. The wind was strong and the sea high at the timey 
so that the enemy could tiflce only seven of the officers out. 
The remaining omcers and crew retook the brig the follow* 
tug night, and carried her to Baltimore. On &e 1st of Ja- 
nuary, 1 777, he was landed on Cape Henlopen, made tie 
best of his way to Philadelphia, and was ordered bv the 
Xavj Department at Baltimore. From thence he sailed in 
3Iarch for Bourdeaox, in the brig Lexington, Henry John* 
«ton comoiander, and from Bourdeaux to Nantes, to km 
Capt. Wicks in the diip Reprisal, and Capt. Samuel Nicnol-^ 
•on in a cutter. He sailed on a cruise from that place in 
Vfay or June to the Bay of Biscay, the English and Irish 
Channels, and was chased into Morlaix, where he remained 
>r some tiivie. He sailed from that port about the 17th or 
Bth of September, bound for the united States, and the 
*xt momtng fell in with a British cutter. After an action 
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of four houi8, the ammunition having all b^en expended, the 
veMel struck,, and Commodore Dale^ivts carried uAo Mill 
prison. He mad^ his esc^ in Fehruarj following, airiTed 
at IjOiidon, was retaken, and sent back to prison. In Fe- 
lvravy,4779, he 9^d» his escape a second taoe, went op to 
London, thence to Dover, to Calais, to Paris, to Nantes, and 
to L'Orient. where he jpined Commodore Jones in the Boa 
bomme Ridiard, as mast^'s mate. Before the sailii^ of 
that ship, Jones made him his first lieutenant. Coiaaiodore 
JDale's account ol the bat^e with the Scrapis will be found 
in the preceding narrative. He returned, abonl the age of 
22 years and 6 months, with Joaes, in Am Ariel, to Phila- 
delphia, where he ottered tm board the Trumbull of 38 gons, 
Capt. James Nicholson, and was takea off the Capei of JDda* 
ware by two British ships of war and carried into New-Foi^, 
in August, 1781. He was exchanged in the saccee&ig No* 
vember. • 

When, under the present constitution of the United State?, 
the naval establishment was commenced, Commodore Dale 
was honorably remembered. He was app<Mnted a captain 
on the 1 1th of May, 1 798, to take rank from the 4th of June, 
1794. Ih May, 1798, the command of the sloop of war 
Ganges, of 24 guns, ^vms given to him, with orders to cruise 
between the Capes of Virginia and Long-Island, so as to 
afford the best protection in his power to our jurisdictioiial 
T^ts, and to all vessels of the United States coinif^ in or 

{ping off tfie coast, against French cruisers. Oti tbe \«t of 
ebruary, 1 799, he went to the East Indies on furlough. — 
On the 28th of April, 1801, he was appointed to tfie com- 
mand of the Amencan squadron in the Mediterranean, to 
I protect our commerce from the attacks of the Regencies of 
Algiers^ Tunis, and Tripoli. He resigned his commission 
on the 17th of December, 1803, and now oesides in Phila- 
delphia, in the bosom of an amiable family, respected and 
beloved by a numerous circle of relations, friends, and ac- 
quaintances, enjoying the fruits of bis manly and patriotic 
exertions in the cause of American Independence. The 
following attestation of character by the Chevalier John 
Paul Jones, speaks impressively in favor of the gallant, in- 
trepid, and worthy veteran Dale : 

Commodore J. Paul Jones's leUer of recommmdation and e^H^- 
cate cf merit for lAeuU Richard Dale, dated July 18<4, 1781. 
The bearer hereof, Mr. Kichard Dale, having served as a 

masters-mate in the Continental l)rigantine Lexii^on, and em 
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capcd from an En^h prison long after thaft brigantine was taken 
in the Baroneaa Bea% was employed by me in France in the 
apring of 17'nl, on |;K>ai9be continenta^dkip of war Bon homme 
Richard) as a masters-mafe. In the sommer of thft year I pfo- 
mated him to Ike station of heutenant, and gAve him a^mmis* 
iion. HjS was with me as lieutenant mo IhaAhip on a CTuBe m 
the Bay of Biscay, and on th» expedition from France ronnd the 
;weat of Ireland, by the north, to the Tezeh He afterward 
was with me as a hentenant in the Alliance from the Texel to 
Spain and back to France, and from France he came with me m 
lientenant in the Ariel to this city. In the action between the 
Bon homme Rfchard and the Serapis, he commanded the fore- 
part of the battery of 12 pounders, and did his utmost till it was 
ailenced by the fire of the Serapis, (be Couifess of Scarboroog^p 
snd the Alliance, He afterward did his best to assist at the 
pimps and other places, showing a firmness and military spirit 
which does him the highett honor, and for which he has my 
particular thanks. When the Ariel was dismounted he shewed 
BO less firmness, and in the action between the Ariel and Tri^ 
iin^ did his duty with great spirit. Mr. Dale is included in the 
TOte of thanks with which I hare been honored by the United 
States in Congress assembled since my return from Eorope, ani 
wUl, 1 am sure, always approre himself a good man, and deser* 
ring oflScer. Oiren under my hand and seal at Philadelphia this 
IBmday of Jufy, 1781. 

BXOO&APSZOAXi nCBTOB OV 
LIEUT. ELIJAH HALL. 

Having given a brief outline of the character of Commo^ 
dore Dale, it would be injustice to omit a due notice of ano- 
ther brave and meritorious officer, who served with the 
Chevalier John Paul Jones. We allude to Eliiah Hall, 
who wpji a lieutenant under the Chevalier in the Ranger. 

Lieat. Hall had entered on board this vessel at Ports- 
mouth, New-Hampshire, before her departure for France, 
and was in her with Jones in his cruise on the coasts of Scot- 
land and Ireland, in the descent on Whitehaven, and in the 
battle with the Drake. When Simpson behaved so badly 
as to disobey orders, it was Hal) that was selected (o arrest 
him, and to command the Drake in his stead. The promi- 
nent traits of Lieut. Hall's character were promptitude and 
eneiCT ; of which he gave a remarkable instance in repair- 
ing tne Drake in the course of one night, with the assistance 
of forty men, after Simpson had pronounced it impossible in 
her then shattered condition. 
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lieaU Hall went lo Brest with Jones ; ynd wbea, tlvtM^ 
the benevdlence of the latter, Simpson was ppt in eoDBiaiid 
of the Ranfer for the purpose of retiMltinfft* Mteikm, Hall 
oociitfied tne poet of 6nt lieutenant. ' Aft« Us letevn to 
the U^sd States, he was engaged m seTeral espeditiotts 
fl^ABt^e enem/y od board the same ship, with Cemmo- 
Aate Whipple, and was very soceessfnl in making captures, 
most of wlMh arrived safelj in port. When the America, 
74, was assigned to Jones, he offered Lient. Hall a very 
Ifonorable and efficient station in her ; but (he eift of that 
vessel to France fnistrated his good intentions* Lieut. HaD 
eventuallj proceeded in the Ranger, with other ships of war, 
to assist in the defence of Q^rleston, South-Carolina, whei« 
he fell into the hahds of me enemy, in common with the 
garrison, by capitulation. He returned to New-HampsbiTO, 
nt was not exchanged until a general surrender of prison^ 
ecB. He never resigned his eommission, and was tdwaya 
lyady for active service. At the close of the war ci the 
levololioa he engaged in commercial pursuits, by which be 
eBfiched himself; bat suffered considerably by the British 
#ffder» in council, and the French, Berlin, and Slilan decrees. 
Although offered a pension by government, he would not 
receive it ; but accepted the appointment of naval officer 
for Portsmouth, a situation which he still retains, at the ad- 
vanced age of 83. With Ae snow of so many winters upoa 
his head, he discharges his duty, it is understood, with the 
greatest satisfactioo to the merchants and others, afibrding 
proof of an uncommon vigor of constitution and strength of 
mtellect* Faithful to his coun^ and true to his duty in 
every situation, there can be no doubt that a consciousness 
of probity has ensured for him that intellectual tranquillity 
wtuch is so favorable to human life. 

As far as the author of this work is informed. Commodore 
Dale and Lieutenant Hall are the only surviving officer of 
all those who, at various times, sailed with and fou^t under 
the Chevalier John Paul Jones. Time has laid others in 
the dust; but seems ta have preserved these two venerable 
men as a sample of the stout hearts and strong frames of the 
heroes who braved the shores and squadrons of Great Bri- 
tain, and plucked laurels in her very ports to deck the brow 
and promote the glory of infant America. 
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